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TO THE 


H E eſtabliſhed reputation of the author of 

theſe meditations, for his great devotion and 

piely, may be ſufficient to recommend them to 
the peruſal and attention of Chriſtians. They eſpe- 
cially, who have been led by his treatiſe of the imi- 
tation of JESUS CHRIST to the following of their 
moſt blejſed Lo R D an Saviour, may be glad to ſee 
this LITE, which they are called to imitate, ſet 
forth together with his LOVvING-KINDNESSES 70- 
wards them in the like devout ſtrain, by the' ſame 
pen. Indeed the LIE of CHRTSsT is no leſs ne- 
ceſſary to be known by thoſe, who would frame their 
lives according to this pattern ſhewed them, than 
his LOoviNG-KINDNESSES are by thoſe, who would 
truly and rightly believe on him; and thereby receive 


the Se1R1T of promiſe, by which they can any be 


renewed and enabled to follow him. For if ue (to: 
uſe the words of the Chriſtian Pattern, G&c.): - 
are to make his holy life the object of our imita- 
tion, and to form our diſpoſitions and actions on 
© the perfect model of that bright ExamMeLe, 
« bow ſhall we follow à pattern, which we but 

A 2 E Jittle 


E 

 #ttle think f? The firſt ſtep therefore towards 
thus copying after bim, is the employing our 
& thoughts with great fervency of ſerious attention, 
* upon the peifections of the DIVINE ORIGINAL," 
which exceeds all the little ideas of virtue, which vain 
man deviſes, under the name of natural ſyſtems of mo- 
rality, and manifeſts in it all the treaſures of the full- 
neſs of Gop :” For men may wel; differ in their lives 
and actions, nay, in the rules of duty they are to 
follow, while they conform them not to this Ong 
complete pattern. : 

Our author #þerefore, well convinced that the know- 
letige of IE SUS CHRIST, and him crucified, was the 
beſt, the moſt uſeful and moſt comprehenſive know- 
ledge, and ſuch as alone ſhall laſt when all man's 
thoughts periſh, compoſed alſo a treatiſe upon this 
moſt intereſting ſubject; intending doubileſs that 
the one ſhould accompany the other : which was one 
reaſon why [ was induced to preſent the reader of 
his book ou the TMITATION: of CHRIST with a 
tranſlation of his LIFE of CaRisT. | But it need 
not be indebted to any other part of his works for 
a recommendation. Hor the manner in which he bas 
given this LIE bas ſomewhat in it ſo ſingularly 
Atriting, and of ſuch extenſive uſe to increaſe the 
CunisTIAN'S knowledge, to build up his faith, to 
inſpire bis gratitude, to animate his devotion, and 
to perfect his conformity to his moſt gracious and 
lovely Redeemer, that 1 was perſuaded little chil- 
| dren, as well as thoſe of riper age in CaRIsT, the 
K unlearned as well as advanced Chriſtians, whoſe 
; will is to ſhew their faith in CHRIST by their 
works, and to form their whole converſation upon 
L the principles of his doftrine, might through God's 
bleſſing, reap from it nb inconfiderable enter 
| x 6 rk . | «© tg 
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« to their ſouls health,” amidſt the A of 
iniquity in this evil world. For this author draws 
out the LiIirE and 'Loy1NG-KINDNBsSS of aur 
Lord and Saviour Jesus CHRISH in à courſe of 
meditations, which ſeem to have been the ſpiritual 
exerciſe of his mind, and the breathings out of his 
ſoul after this Liee in him, as they may be thoſe 
of the reader, on particular occafions, as on the iefti< 
vals and otner holidays of the church. The ſubject 
of each chapter (except a vem few) is ſome one or 
more capital particulars of the moſt holy LIE of 
our Lokp, beginning with his incarnation z in 
order to imprint each of them more” ſirongly in the 
reader's memory; and to ſtir bim ud to pant after 
each in him; that his imitation of bim may be 
univerſal. He then-makes, in the firſt place, this 
particular a matter for our praiſe and thankſgiving 
to the Redeemer ,, thai he may exerciſe the believer's 
gratitude. — Secondly, he opens and enlarges upon 
it in a way of meditation, that our affeftions may, 
be more drawn out to CHRIST on this more exlen- 
ve view of it, and be kindied up into a holy flame of 
fervent azfire after him.— And thirdly, after. 
warming the devotion bf the heart with the bright 
fine of the truth, he generaliy concludes with pul- 
ting in his read:#'s mind a picus ſupplication for 
the enjoying the fruit of ſuch part of the Lies and 
Pass io of CHRIST ; and to be made, through fel- 
lowfhip with bis Sp TRI r, conformable to his Saviour 
in ſuch reſpeds, to the glory of Gov. So that the 
reader is led ſtep by ſtep to know, to adore; to follow 
this Divine OSIOIN AI. 

In this attempt however it will be proper to oò- 
ſerve, that as Caſtalio and Dean Stanhope have 
taken liberties, and great ones too, in many places, 
in their verſions of the treatiſe on the imitation of 
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CnrisT; ſo the like, and perhaps greater liberties 
have been taken in the tranſlation of this work ; 
eſpecially in thoſe parts of the chapters, which relate 
to à monaſtic life; to the invocation of the bleſſed 
virgin and ſaints, and to other Romiſh ſuperſtitions. 
One chapter in the ſecond book is wholly let out. 
T muſt remark too, that as I have often abridged 
ſome of his ſentiments, where he ſeems to have grotun 
languid; ſo I have altered and enlarged upon others, 
where it was needful either to reftify ſome error, 
or to ſet ſome circumſtance, as far as 1 was able, in 
a clearer light. | 
I have not indeed altered theſe initial words of 
almoſt all the chapters, I bleſs and thank thee, 
becauſe the Chriſtian reader, who has a ſenſe of the 
repeated mercies of this Gop of his health to him, 
daily and hourly, will never think this language, what + 
Some others might be ready to call it, a needleſs repeti- 
tion; and becauſe he is by this means led to make the 
ſolemnacknowledgment his own. But to the titles which 
theauthor, with a charming richneſs of expreſſion, gives 
ibe Lord CHRIST in the beginnings of the chapters, 


ſewing what a variety of engaging views faith be- 
Holds the mediator in, 1 have very frequently added 


thoſe moſt awful, thoſe moſt intereſting names by 
which his ſupremely excellent nature, his tranſcen- 
dently amiable offices are ftrongly repreſented in 
Holy ſcripture : that our author's very pious inten- 
tion to call up the mind attentively to view, and thank- 
Fully to praiſe him in them, might be the more effettual- 
ly anſwered. For the ſame reaſon I have inſerted 


ſome particulars which he had omitted, andwhich were, 


I thought, neceſſary to be added, as well as have 
endeavoured, for a further manifeſtation of the wiſ- 
dom of God in the myſtery of the goſpel, to point 
out what is little attended to, the end of their 
being recorded; occaſionally ſhewing alſo the accom- 
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pliſhment of the prophecies in Gop our Saviour, 
and particularly, of the palms; | 

: Laſtly, to ſeveral or moſt of the prayers are 
added ſome few expreſſions, in order to adapt them 
the more to the occaſion, and to make them ibe more 
evident petitions for a conformity to the image of 
the Son of GOD. All which (to. uſe Dr. Stan- 
& hope's words in his preface to the Chriſtian pat- 
tern) the reader hath this warning of, to 
& prevent any objections, which might other- 
* wiſe be raiſed: againſt the faithfulneis of the 
* undertaking.” 

For I was not ſo deſirous of ſervilely following 
the letter, in order to gain any reputation of being 
a faithful tranſlator, as of preſerving the ſpirit, 
and following the plan and enforcing the purpoſe 
of the author; tho' it could not well be done other- 
wiſe than by impartially omitting what ſcem'd for- 
eign 70 it, or by adding what 1 was perſuaded 
would contribute to it. | 
So that the reader is not here preſented with an 
hiſtorical narration, nor with à critical account 
of CnrisT's Lire, but with a picture of ſome 
of its great out-lines, (for the world would not con- 
tain all) drawn by the pen of devotion, in order 
to be boldly drawn out in the ſtrong and lively co- 
lourings of piety, and to be copied into @ man's practice, 
though it be with ſhades, Ly the SpIRIT of Gop, 
that the life of Jesus may be maniteſted in our 
fleſh. For che Rory GnosT, who has made to 
us the joyful report of the goſpel, and ſet forth Jx- 
sus CurisT for ouR RIGHTEOUSNESS, bas 
teſtified, as a part of this report, that He who ſaith 
heabideth I HM ought himſelf ſo to walk ZVR 
AS he walked; adding, HEREBY we do KNOW 
that we know Hi; that we have that knowledge, 
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by which this righteous ſervant was to juftify many 
if we KEEP his commandments : the Love © 
Gop being perfected in him that KEEPETU his 
WORD, to make this known 10 us, that wE ARS 
IN HIM. On the contrary, we have this alarm- 
ing deciſion from this ſearcher of the hearts and 
reins, ** He that ſaith ] KNOW bim and KEEYH- 
ETH NOT his commandments is a LIAR, and the 
TRUTH Is NOT IN him: However loud and 
violent his pretenſions may be to a clear notion 
of the fimple truth, and to a belief of it. May the 
reader therefore, who believes this part of the truth, 
that CarisT is his RIGHTEOUSNESS, believe 
alſo this other part of it, that Hz has left him an 
EXAMPLE of godly life, that be alſo ſhould, in the 
fellowſhip of his Sp1riT, received through this 
righteouſneſs, ol LO .] HIS STEPS : not to merit 
acceptance by it, (for that were to miſtake the 


ſuper-ſtructure for the foundation, and 10 ſuffer lots 


indeed) but to ſhew forth his love of Jxsus, in 
whom alone we are accepted; daily growing up 
unto CHRIST, his head, till, having paſſed the 
time of his ſojourning in fear, he ſhall come unto the 
perfect meaſure of the fulneſs of the ſtature of 
CurisT. For our LoRD came to redeem us from 
this evil world; and Chriſtian. life is the very 


thing promiſed to faith, and follows in the believer as 


naturally, as a manifeſtation of the life of the root 
follows the union of the branch with the vine, or 
of the member with the head. But as the SpiRIT 
is LIFE becauſe of RIGHTEOUSNESS, fo the meſs 
gracious Emmanuel fulfilled all righteouſneſs for us, 
that we might receive the SPIRIT of promiſe, ta 
work this manifeſtation of his LIE in us. So that 
as on the one hand, men, if they go not on the foun- 
dation, will certainly fail of this LITE; they, 5 
1 
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the other hand, will as aſſuredly fail of ns RIGuT- 
EOUSNESS,. Who will not ſubmit to it, for the end, 
for which CHRIS moſt painfully wrought it. Be 
it my reader's portion to have a deep ſenſe of theſe 
things to unite a firm faith, beholding CHRIST 
crucified for RIGHTEOUSNESS, @ fellowſhip with 
his SPIRIT, and à tranſcript of his LIrE in 
one fair character. It is needleſs to go about to 
prove what a bleſſed ſociety that would be, whoſe 
members were but ſo many branches of the goſ- 
pel vine, grafted in him through the faith of bis 
bleeding love, and full of its good fruit ; ſo many 
ſwert manifeſtations of the one moſt exemplary, 
moſt lovely LIFE of Jesus. I conclude then, let 
each contribute his endeavours ; not only profeſs 
but be the Chriſtian, and make the Loxp JEsus 
the object of his imitation, as well as of his moſt 
ſtedfaſt dependance. For though there are tribu- 
lations and temptations, a crown of thorns and a 
croſs in the Chriſtian's way, as a partaker of CHRIST 
ſufferings ; yet is there a trown of peace, a diadem 
of glory in the end, reſerved in heaven for him, 
and purchaſed by the loving-kindneſs of his Logp. 
Haſt thou therefore faith in JIEsus? Then thou 
wilt with a mind ready to obey him, hear him ſay, 
TaKE UP THY CROSS AND FOLLOW ME. 
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This little book concerning the life and loving- 
kindneſſes of CnRIST will be very ſerviceable, as 
well to thoſe perſons who are wont to meditate, 
as to thoſe who are accuſtomed to pray aloud, and 
even to Paſtors and Preachers ; who from hence 
may, if they pleaſe, draw forth pious, devout and 
ſpiritual conceptions, which they may more ad- 
vantageouſly ſet forth to their hearers. | 
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PART te FIRST. 


From the Incarnation of CurisT to 


his Paſſion. 
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F 
Of the Uſefulneſs of the Life and Paſſion of CHRIST. 


F you deſire to be powerfully convinced of 
your ſad eſtate by nature; if to be thorough- 
ly ſenſible of Gop's hatred and puniffiment 
of ſin ; if rightly to apprehend divine love 
for the forgiveneſs of it; if graciouſly to be de- 
| livered from an evil heart of unbelief; if deeply 
to be rooted in the faith ; if to be lovingly filled 
with the Spirit; if to be perfectly cleanſed from 
your corruptions and fleſhly luſts ; if to be nobly 
enriched with amiable virtues and graces ; if to 
be moſt eminently enlightened with the knowledge 
of the ſcriptures ; if gloriouſly to triumph over 
every enemy; if to be abundantly comforted z if 
to have your converſation devoutly on earth; if 
frequently to feel a compunction in your beds; if 
ſweetly to yep in prayer; if to be fervently in- 
flamed in meditation; if to perſevere in good 


works; if to be repleniſhed with ſpiritual joy; it 

to be carried up in holy rapture of mind; if to en- 

jox the ſecret things of Gop; if to die happily at 
B 2 
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the laſt, if to reign eternally in heaven; exerciſe 
yourſelf in the life and ſufferings of Jesus CHRIST, 
the Son of Gop, whom the Father ſent into the 
world, that he might reconcile it to Gop, and 
ſhew forth to all men a moſt glorious example of 
all perfection, and bring his followers to an ever- 
laſting kingdom. Therefore love CHRIST, follow 
Jzsvs, embrace the Croſs, 
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r 
A meditation or prayer exciting us io praiſe Gon 
| for his excellent greatneſs. | 


1. Lorxp my Gon, I deſire to praiſe thee, 
becauſe I acknowledge myſelt created to 
praiſe thee; open thou my mouth in the praiſe of 
thee, that I may ſing glory to thy name; lift u 
my heart to thee ; drive away all ſlothful indiſ- 
ſition ; infuſe thy quickening grace; kindle ho- 
y love; that I may pay thee the grateful tribute 
of thanks which is due from me. Take away the 
iniquity of thy ſervant, cleanſe me from all filthi- 
neſs of fleſh and ſpirit, that I may be made meet 
to open my lips in honour of thy name. But of 
the profound dignity of thy excellent majeſty, 
— who can worthily ſet forth the praiſes? Behold all 
the principalities and dominions of the heavens, 
and all the angelic powers are not ſufficient worthi- 
Iy to praiſe the height of thy majeſty ; how much 
leſs then a frail man, who is corruption and a 
worm. For all the creation, all reaſon, every 
tongue and language fail giving due praiſes. What 
then? Shall I ceaſe from praiſing thee, becauſe 1 
"cannot worthily praiſe thee ? Or ſhall I for is 
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be ſilent and entirely dumb, becauſe I know my- 
ſelf to be unclean and inſufficient ? Far be this in- 
gratitude from me, that I ſhould ceaſe to praiſe 
thee, whom every creature ought to praiſe, and 
eſpecially the rational man, on whom theu haſt 
conferred ſo many greater benefits than on others. 
O thou Father of mercies and Gop of infinite 
goodneſs, I know indeed, and confeſs with my 
whole heart, that I am a foul finner before 
thee, whom it rather becomes with dejected coun- 
tenance, with tears and ſighs to ſeek pardon, than 
with polluted mouth to praiſe and make mention 
of thy moſt ſweet name, But yet, being confident 
of thy moſt tender goodneſs and inherent ſweet- 
neſs, I deſire to praiſe thee from the very bottom 
of my heart, beſeeching the bowels of thy mer- 
cies not to caſt me away as an unclean worm, and 
an abominable carcaſe, nor to withhold the preſence 
of thy name, but to ſtir up all that is within me, in 

holy jubilee with my mouth, to ſing thy praiſe. 
2. Thou thyſelf, O Loxp Gop, art thine own 
praiſe, neither art thou glorified by any one, 
more wotthily than by thyſelf, who art the maker 
and ruler of all things, from whom all things have 
their beginning, virtue and operation, tending to 
the praiſe and honour of thy name. Thou art 
therefore always to be praiſed, and to be ſpoken 
good of by every of thy creatures. But this far 
tranſcends all praiſe : for the mind conſidering thy 
marvellous dignity and worth will deſire that thy- 
ſelf may praiſe thee in thyſelf for thy exceeding great 
goodneſs. Let therefore, O my Gop, thy own 
incomprehenſible eſſence, thy inexpreſſible omnipo- 
tence, thy unſearchable wiſdom, thy unſpeak- 
able ' ſweetneſs and thy unmeaſurable holineſs 
praiſe thee. Let thy ſuper-eminent goodneſs, 
B 3 thy 
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thy ſuper - abundant mercy, thy everlaſting 
ſtrength, thy ineffable majeſty praiſe thee, Let 
thy infallible truth, thine unchangeable equity, 
thy never-failing light, thy molt clear knowledge 
and thy inviolable ſubſtance praiſe thee. Let thy 
moſt upright juſtice, thy moſt provident ceconomy, 
thy moſt tranquil! government and thy invincible 
power praiſe thee. Let thy great dignity, thy moſt 
high benignity, thy moſt tranſcendent ſweetneſs, thy 
moſt fair beauty and thy moſt excellent love praiſe 
thee, Letevery name and every word, which can 
be ſpoken or uttered concerning thee, praiſe thee 
and exalt thee for ever. | 

3. Let all the moſt ſplendid court of heaven, 
loſing fight of the excellence they have from thee 
in a contemplation of thine, with perpetual praiſe 
exalt thy majeſty. Let the thouſands of thou- 
ſands of angels, who with due obeiſance miniſter 
before thee, ſing out to thy name the praiſes of an 
infinite gratitude, and let the ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand and hundreds of thouſands of the 
heavenly inhabitants, who conſtantly ſtand about 
thy throne, with high exultation praiſe and with 
high reverence adore thee. And for thy mercies 
to me, let all this moſt A aſſemblage of 
the cœleſtial court with devout and moſt 
acceptable ſalutation hail, praiſe and glorify thee 
for ever. Let alſo all the noble deſires of the ſaints, 
and all the ſweetly- flowing diſcourſes of teachers, 
and every of their graces and moſt perfect affec- 
tions wrought out in them for the honour of thy 
name, with the univerſal concert of thy creatures, 
praiſe and extol thee, by bleſſing throughout all 
ages, in the moſt exalted manner they are able, 
the moſt holy name of thy Gopyueap. And let 


all the ſaints and thine elect, whoſe names are 
$99 written 
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written in the book of life, praiſe and glorify thee 
with perpetual praiſe, for the repentance of ſin- 
ners, for the remiſſion of fins, for the abiding in 
faith and love, for the good death and happy exit 
of the righteous, for their eſcape from eternal 
damnation, for the ſalvation ready to be re- 
vealed, for the inheritance laid up. in heaven, 
eternal and undefiled in glory, for the. foun- 
tain of theſe riches of grace, Jesvs CHRISH and 
him crucified, for thy merciful vouchſafement of 
thy moſt kind revelation of them, to me, and for 
my comfortable apprehenſion of them in my Re- 
deemer, to the praiſe of the glory of thy grace 
who makes me accepted in the ,— Amen. 
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CHAP. II. | 
Of the creation of the 25 man, and bis miſerable 


1. J Bleſs and thank thee, O holy Trinity and 
indiviſible Unity, Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, thou one true omnipotent Gop, who for 
declaring the unſpeakable abundance of thy good- 
neſs didſt in the beginning create the heavens, the 
earth. and the ſea, and all things that are therein ; 
and didſt, by a ſpecial privilege and excellence of 
honour,exalt man above other creatures to the image 
and ſimilitude of thyſelf, by making him power- 
ful in dominion, wiſe in reaſon and innocent in 
life. I praiſe and glorify thee for that bounty with 
which thou didſt honour man in paradiſe with an 
affluence of delights, that he might have great 
things on high to enjoy, and things below to go- 
vern; and might * them all for thy * 
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tual praiſe. I praiſe and glorify thee, O moſt ho- 
ly Gop,for thy excellent mercy and unſpeakable pi- 
ty, with which thou didſt ſpare man, prevaricating 
and ungrateful as he was for all thy benefits, from ir- 
-reparable condemnation; by driving him for his 
Faults out of the pleaſant verge of paradiſe, to repent 

and believe, and follow the way to the tree of 
life, which was left to him. For he indeed, in 
ſtrict juſtice, deſerved eternal condemnation for 
his tranſgreſſion, and not to obtain any pardon. 
But thou didſt not practiſe this ſeverity Pr Juſtice to 
him; but didſt diſplay the ineffable ſweetneſs of 
thy mercy, ſubſtituting a propitiation for his ſins, 
which ſhould amply ſatisfy thy inviolate righteouf- 
neſs, laying upon him the eaſy yoke of faith 
and repentance, and ſealing to him the wiſh- 
ed- for indulgence and remiſſion ilt through 
the merits of Ixsus unto eternal life. And thus 
it came to paſs, that the rational creature was fa- 
ved by thy free grace, who had fallen into extreme 
ilt by his own voluntary tranſgreſſion. Henceeve- 
Ty faithful ſoul ought to give thanks to thee 3 not to 
truſt in their own virtues, neither to make mention 
of the righteouſneſs of their merits. For we, O 
mighty Gop, are thy creatures; we ſubſiſt by thy 
er of thy bountifulneſs we receive what we 
have; but by our depravity we quickly ſlide back 
and fall. And unleſs we are again raiſed up out 
of our mire and dunghil, and eſtabliſhed under the 
ſafe · guard of thy ſhielding mercy, we always incline 
to the worſt and pine away in our iniquities. 
Therefore, O moſt gracious Gop, we wiſhfully 
cry for thy mercies, we gladly commemorate, we 
- pleaſingly utter, we, with hearts leaping for joy, 
ſet forth the abundance of thy ſweetneſs to us in 
 Cux1sT Jxsus. And we offer to thee the — 
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of holy praiſe, with — for the multitude 
'of thy compaſſions, which thou haſt moſt fully 
demonſtrated to us wicked children, ſold under fin. 


em 
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CHAN HE. 


. 


Of the recovery of man and the promiſe of ChRIST's 
| coming. 


Bleſs and thank thee, O Loxp Gov, almighty 

and benevolent, whoſe nature is goodneſs, whoſe 
will is power, whoſe work is mercy, for thy un- 
meaſurable clemency and gracious goodneſs, with 
which thou didſt not delay to recall man, deceiv'd 
by the malignant contrivances of the. devil and 
fallen proſtrate by the poiſon of deadly contagion, 
from his manifold wandrings and the filth of his 
ſins, into the way of repentance, and into a ſtate 
of uprightneſs, by giving to him the hope of par- 
don, and by heaping on him the rich conſolation of 
a ſalvation to be obtained, by the ſalutary pro- 
miſe of thy advent in the fleſn. And leſt man 
at any time ſhould plead ignorance in excuſe 
of his wickedneſs, thou haſt guarded againſt his 
error by frequent admonition, by explaining the 
law, by bringing plagues upon, by exerciſing 
open judgments againit ſinners, by multiplying 
ſigns, by promiſing gcod things to come, that 
they might be without excuſe, who ſhould not be 
converted to this holy worſhip and to the know- 
ledge of the truth, For even in the hve ages by 
patriarchs, judges, priefts, kings and prophets, 
from righteous Abel unto John the Baptiſt, thy 
fore-runner, thou didſt not ceaſe by miracies, ſigns 
and manifold oracles, to foretel, promiſe and 

2 preſigure 
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thy deſirable advent, that by fo — 4 
witneſſes going before thee and declaring thy myſ- 
teries, thou mighteſt raiſe our underſtandings to 
the faith, and by the lively example of ſo man 


antient fathers mighteſt fervently inflame our dull 
affections. | 


— 


CHAP. IV. 
Of the redemption of the world by the myſtery of the 


incarnate WORD. 


1. J Bleſs and thank thee, O Loxp Gop,the creator 

and redeemer of mankind, for that exceeding 
loving-kindneſs, wherewith thou wouldeſt that man, 
wonderfully created, ſhould be more wonderfully 
reformed. For when we were as yet thine enemies, 
and antient death exerciſed his cruel dominion 
over all the race of men, thou didſt remember 
the bowels of thy mercies, and look . down 
from the habitation of thy glory into this vale of 
tears and miſery. Foraſmuch as thou ſaweſt 
the great affliftion of thy people upon earth, and 
the heavy burden of the children of Adam, there- 
tore touched by the ſweetneſs of thy eſſential love, 
thou didſt kindly ſet upon thinking thoughts of 
peace and redemption towards us. For when it was 
the fulneſs of time thou, the day- ſpring from on 
high, cameſt to viſit us, and didſt fully accompliſh 
the deſires. of the prophets by the exhibition of 
thy determined incarnation, by appearing truly Gop 
and man amongſt men. I bleſs and laud thee, O 
Jesus CHRIST, our ſaviour, for thy great grace 
and humility in chuſing a poor virgin of David's 
race for a mother, whom thou hadſt cauſed to be eſ- 
pous'd to the poor carpenter Jeſepbh, a Juſt and 
| vour 
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deyout man. I bleſs thee for thy moſt worthy 
annunciation of thy incarnation, . and for the ve- 
nerable angelic ſalutation with which the holy meſ- 
ſenger, the angel Gabriel did moſt condeſcend- 
ingly ſalute the virgin, declaring to her the divine 
myltery, Gop the Son about to be incarnate in her 
womb, to reſtore her rights and to ſit on David's 
throne, | 

2. I praiſe and honour thee for the faith of the 
virgin Mary, tor her firm aſſent and her humble 
anſwer, and for all the virtues which ſhe then par- 
ticularly ſhewed forth, when ſhe thus obediently 
anſwered the arch- angel, Behold the handmaid 
aof the Lory, be it unto me according to th 
% word.” I praiſe and glorify thee, O eternal Wit. 
dom of the Father, for the wonderful deſcent of 
thy unattainable eminence into the mean habitation 
of our mortal nature, and for thy moſt pure con- 
ception by the celebrated and effectual operation 
of the Holy Ghoſt upon the virgin Mary, upon 
whoſe IT the ineffable power of the Higheſt 
coming formed thy moſt holy fleſh from the invio- 
late fleſh of the virgin. For thou, the true Gop, 
conſubſtantial with the eternal Father, waſt made 
one fleſh with us, without ſpot or contagion of 
ſin, that thou mighteſt make us one ſpirit with thee, 
thro* the adoption of the ſons of Gop. I praiſe 
and magnify thee for the voluntary emptying 
thyſelf of thy glorious fulneſs, and for the loving 
aſſumption of our paſſibility, lowlineſs, infirmity, 
and mortality; that thou mighteſt repleniſh us by 
thy incarnation, make us impaſſive of wrath by 
thy paſſibility, by thy humiliation exalt us, by thy 
infirmity ſtrengthen us, by thy mortality bring us 
to a glorious immortality. raiſe and exalt thee 
as above all exaltation for thy —— in- dwelling for 


nine months, latent in the ſtraits of the virgin's 
womb, 
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Womb, that thou mighteſt enlarge us; and ex- 
= the due time of thy nativity, who as Gop 
no times and years, but haſt thyſelf ordained all 
things in moſt fit time and order. O lovely and moſt 
admirable condeſcenſion, that thou, Glory immenſe Ml 
and eſſential, ſhouldeſt not abhor becoming a con- ; 
temptible worm ; and that thou, who haſt created i 
all things without any labour, ſhouldeſt for our 
deliverance take our ſorrows! O moſt ſweet 
Ixsus, thou brightneſs of eternal Glory, by how 
much the lower thou madeſt thyſelf in humanity, 
by ſo much the greater thou didſt demonſtrate thy 
goodneſs to be; and by how much the more vile 
thou haſt been for me, by ſo much the more art 
thou the dearer to me. | 
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Of the Nativity and Poverty of Ixsus. 


1. T Bleſs and thank thee, O Lox D Jesv 
CHRIST, thou lovely Emmanuel, thou 
Son given and begotten to this office before the 
worlds, who didſt deign in thy great humility to 
be born in a filthy ſtable ; and to conſecrate holy 
poverty, as well as to ſhew us the dunghil we laid 
on at thy coming, to make thy firſt appearance in a 
narrow manger. I praiſe thee, O moſt loving Jz- 
sus, for thy excellent riſing, for thy glorious na- 
tivity of the virgin Mary; for thy poverty and low- 
ly laying in fo little and ſo vile a manger. Who 
can be ſufficient worthily to think on the moſt high 
Gop becoming ſo low for man? O!] what great and 
grateful acknowledgments is the whole race of 


2 mankind bound to give thee, who for redeem- 
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ing them waſt deſirous of the ſtraits of a manger. 
O great graciouſneſs! O wonderful ſweetneſs! Q 
moſt delightful love to ſee the Antient of days a new- 
born child, the incarnate WorD wrapped in vile 
ſwaddling clothes, and the all-wiſe creator laid in 
thiscloſe confinement with his brute animals ! O in- 
comprehenſible humilicy, that the LoxD of all lords 
ſhould condeſcend to be a ſervant to his ſervants, 
and under bondage and tribute. But this ſeemed 
little to thee, O Loxp Gop, that thou mighteſt 
be my Father, who art my creator, and didſt alſo 
deign to become my brother and my fleſh in the 
truth of human nature, tho' deriving nothing of 
the antient corruption. O nativity above nature, 
but for the reparation of nature ! ſurpaſſing or- 
dinary births by the excellency of the miracle, 
and comforting our wailing nativities with a 
divine energy and power. 

2. O how happy and very amiable is thy nativity, 
O moſt ſweet Jesvs, thou child of the excellent 
virgin, thou offspring and heir of David, the man 
Ir HOVAR, which betters all our nativities, reforms 
our condition, frees us from our prejudices, blots 
out the hand-writing againſt our condemn'd nature; 
ſo that if it grieves any, that he was born under 
condemnation of the ſtock of Adam, he may be in- 
deed glad with thy undefiled nativity, in the confi- 
dence of his being moſt happily regenerate thro” 
thy grace. I give thanks to thy freely-beſtowed and 
glorious nativity, Jesus CaRI1sT, thou only-be» 
gotten Son of Gop, by whom we have acceſs in- 
to this grace in which we ſtand and rejoice in the 
hope of the glory of Gop, again promiſed to us 


from heaven. Thou art the pledge of our re- 
demption. Thou art the plentiful hope of all be- 
lievers. To thee trembling. ſinners fly for re- 
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fuge, who firſt ſoughteſt us out, before we were 
in being, and when as yet we had not known 
thee. O ſacred and ſweet childhood, which pour- 
eſt ſweet innocence into human hearts, by which 
every age 'may return to a bleſſed infancy, and 
may be conformed to thee, not in the ſmallneſs 
of metnbers, bur by the humiliation of the ſenſes 
and godlineſs of converfation. Vouchſafe me, O 
moſt beneficent Je Sus, to follow the holy ſteps of 
thy humility, who to give to all men the remedy of 
an everlaſting ſalvation in their darkneſs and an 
example of virtue, wouldſt in the night be born 
of the virgin Mary. Make me, with the angels 
and the holy hoſt, whom thou madeſt the joyful 
heralds of thy nativity, devoutly to ſing out con- 
tinual thanks and praiſes to thee, thou reſtorer of 
light and life. Amen. 
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Of the inconveniences and wants of the poor Ixs us, 


1. T Bleſs and thank thee, OLOoRD Jzsvus 
CHRIST, for thy gracious endurance of 

many inconveniences at the very firſt of thy na- 
tivity, and for thy ſharp taſting of extreme pover- 
ty. For when thou, O Gop, cameſt from the 
place of perfection, and thou, the Holy One, from 
the mountain of glory; when thou waſt born into 
the world, thou didſt chuſe the night ſeaſon for pri- 
vacy, and darkneſs for thy ſecret place, being born 
to darkneſs, that we might be born again to light; 
thou didft chuſe the ſharp cold of the winter for 
thy delight, that we might enjoy the high ſum- 
mer of thy divine bleſſings. Nor didft thou ſeek 
A magnificent palace, according to thy royal dig- 
N | nity, 


S 

nity, but a ſhort cradle to cover thy tender age. 
O poverty upon poverty! becauſe ſcarce hadſt 
thou ſwaddling cloths to put on, who didſt by 
wiſdom found the earth, by underſtanding eſta- 
bliſh the heavens; who cloatheſt thyſelf with 
light, as it were with a garment, and in thy mer- 
cy madeſt a coat of the ſkins of the ſacrifice for 
the firſt man; who with a wonderful variety 
adorneſt the firmament with ſtars, the earth with 
flowers, the cattle with ſkins and hair; and even 
then gave a robe of righteouſneſs to thy ſaints, and 
the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs, O 
the holy poverty of the Son of Gop ! how infinite- 
ly more precious than all the riches of the world ! 
how far beyond the moſt perfect imitation ! Who 
that has been born hath ever endured ſuch ſtraits ? 
What hiſtory, what tongue, or what examples 

rove that ever any faint had ſuch an initiation 
into poverty ? Therefore to thee, O glorious King 
Jzesvs, thou amiable child, do I return from 
my very inmoſt ſoul my moſt enlarged praiſe, 
beſceching thy ſweetneſs, that thou wouldſt vouch- 
ſafe me to embrace with contented heart the gifts 
of thy holy poverty, and thro? thy grace to endure 
the troubles of indigence with a patient mind, 
conſtantly remembering what a greater deep thou 
didſt lay in for me. Thou didſt deſcend from 
heaven, that thou mighteſt make it amiable to us, 
and becameſt poor by aſſuming what was ours, 
who always continueſt rich, and full of what is 
thine own. TI highly praiſe thee for this aſ- 
ſumption of our poverty and frailty, that thoy 
thoughteſt us ſo dear, as, foregoing royal dia- 
dems, to deign to be reckoned amongft the ſons 
of Adam, by a participation of our frail-nature, 
yet always continuing without ſpot of ſin ; that I 
g d EL IRE Bo. might, 
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ht, by a. participation of thy divine riches, be 
oned amongſt the fons of Gop. Nor let me 
wonder that thou ſhouldeſt now be found of 
man. in the ſwaddling clothes of the ſacramental 
fgns ; when thou wouldeſt thus firſt be found in 


the world. 


—_— 
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CHAP. VII. 
Of the cries of the infant Ixsus. 


' Bleſs and thank thee, O LORD Jzsus 
CHRIST, thou joy of archangels, thou 
comfort of the miſerable, for the tears and cries of 
thy infancy, with which thou didſt very ſorrow- 
fully bewail the innumerable ſins of Adam's ſons. 
Wonderful circumſtance and ſtupendous conde- 
ſcenfion ! that Gop, whoſe voice maketh the 
thunder, and ſhaketh the foundations of the earth, 
whom angels praiſe inceſſantly in heaven, and 
even then with higheſt acclamations exalted as 
the moſt amiable ſource of all their excellence, joy 
and gladneſs, ſhould, as being deſtitute of it 
himſelf, cry an infant in the cradle. He. fucks 
the breaſts of a mother, who diſpenſes life and 
rt to all, and giveth food to all. fieſh : and he 
is borne, as if he were impotent, by the hands and 
carried in the arms; who redeemed and bare and 
carried the people all the days of cd; who ſays, 
the earth and all the inhabitants thereof are diſſolved 
bear up the pillars of it: he, who holdeth the 
depths in the hollew of bis band, who thunders in 
the clouds, Ne: watereth the earth with e 
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Behold how marvellouſly connected high things 
are with low, divine with human. Therefore 
the weepings of thy crying infancy waſh me clean; 
thy mournful tears bewail my offences. On which 
account I am more indebted fo thy injurious ſuf- 
ferings, O Lob, that I have been redeemed, 
than to thy works that I was created. O how 
much ought I to lament for my ſins, that brought 
thee to ſo much grief, as that thou, Lorp, on 
whom my iniquities were laid, didſt not ceaſe thus 
to bewail them from thy youth, for their expiation. 
O how grievous were the wounds of my ſoul ! for 
whoſe healing thou pouredſt out ſuch plenteouſ- 
neſs of tears, that they even mingled with thy 
drink and watered thy couch. But it is neither 
wonderful nor unreaſonable to think that thou 
ſhouldſt pour out ſuch ſtreaming tears thro? com- 
paſſion for them, for whom thou camelt to ſhed 
thy moſt precious blood, in order to waſh them from 
their ſins in its purple current. I praiſe thee, O 
beloved Jesus, and will always praiſe thee, my 
Gop, as long as I have any being, for this thy 
loving compaſſion towards me a poor miſerable 
ſinner. For thou didſt cry, that mourning for 
thee we might have, thro' thy myſterious mer- 
cy, a foundation for gladneſs in thy grief and 
Aorrow ; and might find thee created a rejoicing 
and joy to our fouls. O! be my cries heard in 
thine, that, mourning for thee, I may rejoice for 
joy with thee, in whom the voice of weeping is 
no more heard, nor the voice of crying. 


_— 
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CHAP. VIIL 
Of the ſucking of the bungring Jesus. 


I Bleſs and thank thee, O Logp Jesvs CuRIST, 
thou never- failing fountain of life, for ſucking 
the breaſts of the virgin Mary, with whoſe conſe- 
crated milk thou waſt fed; thou, who art the 
feeder of all, the very food and bread of angels, 
who madeſt to thy church the breaſts of conſo- 
lations, which thy people milk out, and delighteſt 
them with the abundance of thy glory: and who thy- 
ſelf formed the breaſts of her, that gave thee ſuck. 
O the ineffable ſweetneſs of divine condeſcenſion 
to the human race ! that would make the feeble 
creature to be the channel by which it would again 
receive the very bleſſings it gave]! Who can duly 
eſtimate how profitable it is for the child of Gop 
to ſubmit to draw the breafts of the church, its 
mother, after thy fair example, and to milk out 
her conſolations and ſweet doctrine according to 
8 ? Who can determine how availing the 
acraments ; how effectual the graces we 
ing them are, when Gop ſucks the breaſts of fle 
and is noutiſhed, as our mediator, by virgin- 
milk ? O with what great ſweetneſs of love art thou 
united to me, O Lok), who didſt ſtoop to theſe 
neceſſities of human frailty, teaching me ſub- 
miſſion to thoſ- means which thou haſt provided 
for my ſupport, whatever appeatance of weakneſs 
or unfitneſs they ſeem to carry! O great and tre- 


mendous myſtery ! when thou in one and the 


ſame perſon art prociaimed Gop of Gop, and 
truly, man of the virgin mother; when thou 
art 


( 19 ) 

art believed in one and the fame perſon to be the 
Son of the woman, and the only Son of the Fa- 
ther; in one and the ſame perſon to be a partaker of 
the nature of man, and to be adored as the LoR D 
of angels. Wherefore I praiſe thee, and bleſs thine 
ineffable ſweetneſs, who didſt not bluſh to ſuck 
the holy mother's milk, to ſhew that thou didſt de- 
rive real fleſh from the virgin. O thou, who 
feedeſt all things and waſt content with ſuch a 
a very moderate proviſton, that I might be enrich- 
ed, feed my ſoul with the dainties of thy holy 
word, and give me to ſerve thee with thankſ- 
giving, as long as I am in this frail ſtate of body; 
growing up, as a new-born babe, by the nouriſh- 
ment of the ſincere milk of thy word, in all 

race and wiſdom unto thee, my head; unto 
the fulneſs of the meaſure of thy ſtature, O 
Car1sT, my king. 


—— — — th. 6 9 


S 
Of the painful circumciſion of the innocent Ixsus. 


S I Bleſs and thank thee, O Lord CnrisrT; 
thou merciful ſaviour of the world; thou 
bright author of all parity, thou holy maintainer of 
the moſt conſummate innocence ; thou father of 
many nations, who didſt wall before God and waſt 
perfect; for the painful circumciſion of thy moſt 
tender fleſh, © according to the tradition of the 
fathers and of the law of Moſes : to which thou, 
who didſt inſtitute ir, as a typic ſcal of the covenant 
of grace, and as the token of thy own circumciſion 
on the crols, and of tay people's fellowſhip with 
It, didſt voluntarily make thytelt ſubject, tho? free 
C 2 from 
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from all pollutions : ſhewing me, amongſt 
other things, that no dignity, no excellence ex- 
empts any perſon from a conformity to thy ordi- 
nances, from a ſubmiſſion to the ſeals of thy grace. 
I praiſe thee for this firſt effuſion of thy innocent 
blood, which thou, as the bearer of our fin, didſt 
ſhed for us, declaring thyſelf a debtor to do the 
whole law. O moft meek Lamb of Gop, how 
great is the commendation of thy love to us; how 
excellent is the virtue of thy patience, O thou holy 
one of Jracl, when thy facred and immaculate 
fleſh in ſo tender an age received the pain of cir- 
cumciſion, which itſelf deſerved not! For I have 
offended and deſerved to be cut off, as all carnal, 
as enmity againſt Gop; but thou, abundant in 
mercy, payeſt the puniſhment. I was conceived 
and born in the evil concupiſcence of ſin, but 
thou, born without ſin, as my ſurety receiveſt 
all the flaming fire of the divine vengeance, which 
the righteous law required to be executed on me. 
What was there in thee vicious or ſuperfluous, 
that it behoved to be cut away? Thou wert as 
glorious in holineſs as thou wert excellent. But 
becauſe I could not fatisfy for my offences, nor 
cure myſelf of the evils I laboured under, nor of 
the wounds of my ſpirit, nor of the leproſy of 
fin, thou, the true high prieſt and great phyſician, 
didſt graciouſly relieve me with thy grief, and apply 
a purging remedy to my ſoul in thine own blood, 
ſhed by the ſevere circumciſion of thy fleſh. Nor yet 
is it a wonder that thou ſhouldſt thus ſuffer thy- 
ſelf to be circumciſed, who waſt ready to be ſlain 
for all, and to cut off the enmity and the body of the 
ſins of the fleſh, which were borne on thine own body 
on the tree, by ſuffering thereon that circumciſion 
made without hands, r hich this was a ſign of. Foraſ- 
much 
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much as thou wert of thine own moſt free boun- 
ty wholly given to me, thou wert wholly laid out 
for my advantage. O moſt gracious IR SSV, 
with whom the covenant of Gop is, and of whom 
nations are made, who in thy aſſumed body didft 
receive the circumciſion of the fleſh, mercifully 

rant that I, being made the circumciſion by the 
faich of my fellowſhip with the circumciſion of 
the body. of fin in thy death, and being dead un- 
to fin through thee, may always worſhip thee in 
the ſpirit, putting no confidence in the fleſh. 
Circumciſe, I pray thee, the foreſkin of my heart, 
and all my members which are upon earth, O 
thou rock of my ſalvation, which for this pur- 
poſe was ſmitten ; and after the example of thy 
moſt holy life order all my actions, form all my 
manners. Whatſoever thou findeſt carnal in me 
cut entirely away and extinguiſh, Whatſoever 
thou ſeeſt of a ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, prune 
with thy croſs; and every thing that is vain and 
light reſtrain with the affectionate ſeverity of thy 
diſcipline: till being through the Spirit inwardly 
purged from vices and my old ſins, and adorned 
with the commendable virtues of thy ſacred opera- 
tion, I may ſhew forth a perpetual love of thy ho- 
ly name in the keeping of thy commandments, and 
be in the end a partaker of thy heavenly kingdom. 


— — — 


F 
Of the impoſition of the moſt ſweet and ſaving name, 


Jssus. 


1. J Ble's and thank thee, OLogp JESUS 
Carisr, for the impoſing of thy new, 


D 3 ſalutary 
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ſalutary and adorable name IEsus: this was firſt 
declared by the angel in the ears of the bleſſed 
virgin Mary, afterwards revealed to Foſeph in a 
dream; but to day aſſigned to thee by thy parents. 
O thou moſt ſweet name of JESsVus, bleſſed far 
above every name which is named in heaven and 
earth | According to thy name, O Jtsvs, /o is thy 
praiſe to the ends of the earth. Praiſed be thy name 
From the riſing up of the ſun to the going down there- 
of. For it is moſt worthy to be glorified from 
this time forth for evermore. This moſt holy and 
venerable name, which is as ointment pourca forth, 
was from everlaſting appropriated to thee in the 
covenant by the Father; but was in time mani- 
feſted co men. For there is not any other name 
under heaven given to men whereby they may be ſa- 
wed. Juſt it is, that to thee every knee ſhould 
bow, of things in heaven, of things on earth, and of 
things under the earth. Juſt it is, that every 
tongue ſhould confeſs to thy holy, thy everlaſting 
name, which is called over us to take away our re- 
proach, Becauſe thou art Jz$8us, the CurisT, 
our ſalvation and redemption. O molt ſweet] - 
sus, how excellent and wonderful is thy name in 
all the world, thou, that ſetteſt thy glory above the 
heavens ! foraſmuch as thy ame is magnified -+ 
above the name of Solomon, and above all kings 
who were before him, and ſhall reign after him. 
Therefore all the kings of the earth ſhall adore 
thee, and every nation and kindred and pecple and 
tongue ſhall worſhip thee, truly high in name and in 
honour, and glorify thy name. Becauſe thou art 
the Lozp our Go», the king and faviour of all 
Chriſtians, whole name is written upon them. 

2. O the ſweet and ſaving name of Jzsvs, 
working wonders, healing every ditcaic, raiſing _ 
| dead, 


. 

dead, enlightening minds, inflaming hearts, dri- 
ving away ſadneſs, aſſwaging anger, yielding peace 
and concord, nouriſhing love and cauſing even 
Joy in tribulation! This highly amiable name 
had its ſource from the zeat oi the Lorp of 
hoſts in his counſel. This was predicted by the 
prophets. This was brought from heaven to earth 
by an arch-angel. This was what CurisT has 
ſulfilled all righteoulneſs and ſuffered the law to 
be. This has been preached throughout the whole 
world by the apoſtles for the remiſſion of fins. 
This the martyrs have fuffered for. This the 
confeſſors of the Lorxp with loud voice have 
taught. This holy virgins have fervently loved. 
This the elders, with the younger, laud and ſing: 
and thouſands of thouſands of the faithful have 
choſen to die rather than deny this bliſsful name 
of Jzsus, which Gop had choſen to place and 
cauſed to dwell in their body, tis tempie, as of 
old in the temple of Jeruſalem. This name kings 
and princes bow down to ſalute. This pries 
and teachers preach. This all CHATST's faithful 
people have a ſingular veneration and love for, 
who, departing from iniquity, becauſe they name 
it, and renouncing the devil, the world and the 
fleſh, do ſtedfaſt y hope for ſalvation in the name 
of Jzsus, and for the place of his dwelling being 
beautified and made glorious. For IEsus is the ſal- 
vation and protection of all his people, in whole 
minds the faith and love of him do firmly abide. O 
molt ſweet Jesus, my Gop and only ſaviour, in- 
icribe thy bleſſed name, the Lorv, ou, RicuT» 
EOUSNESS, on my heat, not in the letter, ut in ſpi- 
rit; that it may be there, and may there for ever re- 
main ſoſtrongly impreſſed, that no proſperity or ad- 

4 verlity 
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verſity may alienate, or turn me from the love of 
thee. Be thou as ointment poured forth to heal 
my diſorders, a ſtrong tower for me againſt the 
face of the enemy, a comforter in tribulation, a 
counſellor in doubts, a deliverer from diſtreſſes, a 
preſent help in troubles, an inſtructor in manners, 
a reclaimer from errors, and a moſt faithful 
guide to me thro* ſo many perilous temptations to 
the holy country, that, holding taſt thy faith, 
and overcoming, I may be found having the name 
of thee, my Gop, the new name, which no man 
knoweth, the joy and bliſs of, fave be that receiveth 
it, written upon me at thy appearing. Amen. 
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E. 


Of the epiphany of Jzsus and the devout offerings 
| F ihe holy kings. 


I. I Bleſs and thank thee, O Lor D Jzsvus 

CHRIST, thou prince of the kings of the 
earth, for thy glorious appearance in humility to 
the three kings. For when thou waſt born- in 
Bethlehem of Fudea, thou didſt not defer the ma- 
nifeſtation of thy majefty to men of remote na- 
tions, to whom thou aiſo ſhewedſt the circum- 
ſtances of thy holy poverty, leading them by thy 
celeſtial light to the deſpicable place of thy dwell- 
ing. O great and wonderful Gop, who alone 
governeſt all things, and doeſt great works in the 
heavens above, thou nevertheleſs for an example 
of poverty didit not abhor being ſeen of ſo many 
Kings and noble perſonages, and to appear poor and 
unadorned before them. For thou didſt not change 
either the place or habit aſſumed for us into a 
more ſplendid ſhew, but didſt manifeſt thyſelf in 
the 


„ 


the ſame place and habit, without any difference or 
reſpect of perſons, to ſhepherds and to kings. I 

raiſe thy ineffable graciouſneſs for the firſt-fruits 
of the Gertiles, and the call of the aliens from the 
common-wealth of thy Ifrael, whom thou by 
myſterious information and ſecret inſpiration didſt 
draw from the Eaſt to the light of faith. Princes 
are not found in Jrael, who haſte with ſo much 
honour and confidence to ſearch out the place of 
thy nativity, as theſe ſtrangers ; whoſe faith is there- 
fore evident to have been the brighter, their devo- 
tion the more fervent. I glorify thee for the admira- 
ble illumination of the children of the Eaſt, that 
they ſhould, thro' ſuch very ſpacious countries, 
with undoubting faith follow the bright ſign ſhew- 
ed to them from heaven. 

2, I, adhering to their footſteps, do, like the 
holy Magi, with proſtrate body and humble vene- 
ration adore thee, earneſtly deſiring to offer to 
thee with moſt devout affection the great myſte- 
ries of the faith, which are contained in theſe three 
precious giſts. For they, falling down before 
thee, as holding their crowns and wiſdom of thee, 
offered thee gold, in token as of thy royal digni- 
ty, ſo of thy righteouſneſs to be tried in the fire 
of judgment ; frankincenſe in veneration of th 
divine and far ſweeter merit; and myrrh for a 
ſign not only of thy aſſumed mortality, to be 
bruiſed for us; but of the purification to be wrought 
out by thee : alcribing righteouſneſs, acceptable- 
neſs and purification to thee. Wherefore, OLoxp, 
thou moſt holy KIM O of kings, O JESUS CHRIST 
thou governor of the worlds, accept the myſtic 
oblation from the hand of thy poor unworthy 
ſervant, which I this day, thro' thy grace, and 
in imitation of the holy kings ſuppliantly preſent 


unto 
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unto thee, I firſt offer thee my ſtrongeſt faith, 
my firmeſt hope and my pureſt love to be re- 
tained for evermore. I believe thee to be the 
king of heaven and earth, on whoſe ſhoulder the 

overument is, the Load my RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
Tbs thee the true Gop and the only Son of 
the Father, who loved me, and gave thyſelf for me, 
an offering and ſacrifice to Gop for a ſweet-ſmelling 
ſavour. I acknowledge thee for my ſalvation to 
have taken fleſh of the virgin Mary, and to have 
purg'd me frommy fins withthy blood. Accept alſo 
yet other three gifts, containing in them the odour 
of a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour by thy gracious inter- 
ceſſion. Behold, Lonp, thou mot high poſſeſſor 
of heaven and earth, of whom are riches and honour, 
and in whoſe hand is power and minht, I do hum- 
bly preſent to thee what I have received from 
thee, not a little gold only, but all my worldly 
ſubſtance, to be laid out in thy ſervice, for the 
building up of the temple of thy church, or on thy 
call to be left for the love of thee. Nor would I 
ſelfiſhly wiſh to poſſeſs any thing as mine own in 
this lite, which, tho' my proper good, I am on- 
ly the ſteward of; but having common food and 
plain raiment I deſire to be content, For who am J, 
and what is this nature of mine, that I ſhould be able 
to offer ſo willingly after this ſort ? For all this is 
come of thee. Of thine own therefore, bowing 
down my head and worſhipping thee, O Lox, 
do I give thee. I add allo the gift of frankincenſe of 
devout prayer to thee, O Gop, who heare/; prayer; 
to thee, the Ange: of the covenant, who clotheſt them 
with the incenſe of thy ſweetly aſcending merits, for 
thy whole church, and for myſelt, who am leſs than 
the leaſt member of it : making ſupplication with 
cries and tears; giving thee hearty and continual 


thanks for thy manifold benefits keaped daily up- 


On 
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on me; bewailing with condolance, and deſiring 
to relieve them who are in neceſſity or trouble, 
conſuming ſelfiſhneſs and avarice, the reverſe 
of thy holy image, in the fire of thy love; for 
this alſo is an acceptable burning of odoriferous 
frankincenſe ; 4 ſweet-ſmelling ſavour to thee, O 
adorable IEsus, in the poor brethren. 

3. Moreover I offer thee a kind -of myrrb, in 
the remembrance of thy moſt bitter paſſion for 
my purification, deſiring to paſs in the way of 
Chriſtian perfection, thro? the ſeverities of a Oy 
tua] mortification, keeping the body in ſubjettion, 
For whenſoever, thro' thy effectual grace, I over- 
come my depraved inclinations, and renounce my 
own will, powerfully led under the bright guidance 
of thy holy word, thou ftar and light of Jacob, 
thro? this vaſt wilderneſs of a world to follow at- 
ter thee, and to ſeek thee in thy holy dwelling, that 
I may behold thy power and glory, then I may be 
ſaid to bruiſe tragrant myrrh in the mortar of my 
heart, that from thence a fit offering may be pre- 
pared to aſcend to thee in a flame of fervent af- 
fection. O how happy ſhould I be, if I were able 
to offer in the hands of a comprehenſive faith, a 
bundle of myrrh to my JEsus, even all thy pains 
and travail, collecting together the bitterneſs of 
all thy paſſion, by which my ſins are cleanſed! 
For by ſuch mixture of myrrh and frankincenſe, by 
ſuch recollection of the bitter paſſion and fragrant 
merit of CHRIST, the faithful ſoul is wont to be 
excited to fervency of love, to zeal in reformation, 
to the work of repentance, to the mortification of 
the paſſions, to a ſtrong hope of glory. I give 
thee thanks, O sus CHRIST, for the high re- 


gard ſhewn to this day, which thou didſt adorn 
with 
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with three glorious miracles. For to day by the 
guidance of a ſtar thou, who waſt to be deſpiſed 
of man, to be abhorred of the nation, and to be 
the /ervant of rulers, didſt, according to the pro- 
phecies, cauſe theſe three kings 10 fee and ariſe, 
and princes to come to the poor court of thy man- 
ger, and worſhip with their face to the earth, To 
day thou waſt baptized by John the Baptiſt in For- 
dan. To day we are allo told, that thou, at the 
marriage in Cana, of water madeſt wine; which, tho” 
beſt, was far inferior to that thou waſt, on thy union 
with our nature, about to yield in thine own blood, 
and which thou didſt preſerve till the latter days. 
And in all theſe thou didſt evidently manifeſt forth 
thy glory, and ſhew thyſelf to be Gop and man. 
I pray thee therefore, O humble and kind Lox, 
who was manifeſt to the world, that thou mighteſt 
thro” faith be manifeſt in me, to ſhine ſo by thy 
word unto my heart, that I may be brought 
by it to have an epiphany and manifeſtation of 
thy divine graciouſneis to me and in me, and to of- 
fer thee free-will offerings with an holy worſhip. 
Suffer me not to be ſeduced from thee by Herodian 
fallacies and wiles ; namely, by the tranſitory 
pomps and honours of the world, and by the 
allurements of the fleſh ; by the ſplendor of any 
thing that is great, or by the conceit of any thing 
that is good in me. But by thy holy merits and 
effectual interceſſion conduct me with thy pre- 
venting grace, as thou didſt the bleſſed kings, 
baptized into thy death and refreſhed with thy 
precious blood, by the right way into thy holy 
country, where I may ſee thee at thy moſt excel- 
lent epiphany and manifeſtation, as thou art, in per- 
petual glory, and may offer thee everlaſting praiſe. 
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Of the purification of the bleſſed virgin Mary, and 
the preſentation of the holy child JEsus in the 
temple. 


1. ] Bleſs and thank thee, O Lorp Jze$sus 

CHRIST, thou author of all purity, 
by whom the mothers in Yrael after their travail 
obtained their purification, and their ſons were 
ranſomed and accepted, for thy humble preſenta- 
tion in the temple of Gop. For there with the 
ſacrifices and gifts, the types of thine own ſacri- 
fice and price, wherewith thou, after the travail 
of thy ſoul, wouldeſt preſent thyſelf before Go» for 
us, that we might be preſented unblameable inthee, 
thou wert offered by thy parents as one of the ſons 
of Adam; who walt thyſelf the ſpotleſs lamb, the 
harmleſs dove and turtle to be ſacrificed for her and 
our cleanſing: making her offering, tho thro* her po- 
verty it wanted the typic lamb, richer by her pre- 
ſentation of thee than all the oblations of the 
law. There thou, who wert truly holineſs to the 
Loxp and the redeemer, waſt thyſelf myſte- 
riouſly redeemed for five ſhekels of ſilver, and 
ranſomed, as the firſt- born were, and like a bought 
ſervant, by the price thyſelf gave worth to, and 
ſo by thyſelf, I alſo bleſs thee, thou moſt holy 
redeemer of the world, thou heavenly firſt- born 
Son, for thy humble obedience to the divine law, 
who, having no debt of perſonal guilt to diſcharge, 
neither owing this ſubmiſſion to the law, being 
holineſs itſelf eſſential and inviolate, nor needing 
ranſom for thyſelf, being the great and invaluable 
ranſom 
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ranſom for us all, didſt nevertheleſs, for a demon- 
ſtration of thy bearing eur ſins on thine own body, 
which wanted to be done away, and for an example 
of true ſubmiſſion to thy diſciples, make thyſelf 
ſubject to the ſtatutes and judgments of the law 
in all things; neither didſt refuſe to undergo 
the purification of the law, who by what thou 
waſt now about to perform gaveſt theſe rites 
their efficacy. O moſt agreeable oblation ! O 
ſweeteſt ſatisfaction, becauſe complete and free 
from all impurity | What great cauſe have we to 
fay to the church, as the women of old ſaid to Nao- 
mi, Bleſſed be the LorD, who hath not left thee this 
day without a redeemer, that his name may be great 
in Iſrael | But what ſhall I return to thee, O 
Lorp, for all the benefits thou haſt done unto 
me? What can 1, poor and needy ſinner and 
miſerable worm give, unleſs the entire reſigna- 
tion of my ſoul and body to thee in thy faith and 
fear? O how exceedingly neceſſary is purification 
for the waſhing away of my tranſgreſſions, who 
have conceived fin, travailed with miſchief and 
brought forth ungodlineſs and overflowed with 
corruption. Yet nothing can effect it but thy ſacri- 
fice, O Lamb without ſpot, harmleſs as the dove. 
How highly profitable too is a redemption and a 
ranſoming ſatisfaction for my offences, who am 
defiled with ſuch manifold ſinful pollutions, that 
I deſerve to fall without redemption, like the frft- 
lings of the cattle, a ſacrifice to the wrath of 
Gop ! Yet thou alone art this deſirable price, 
this ranſom for me to Gop, that I may live. 

2. Therefore I look to thee, thou moſt be- 
nign Loxp Jesus CyrIsT, my heavenly and 
all- ſufficient purifier, praying that thou, my 
high - prieſt, who offered the great ſin- offering and 

burnt- 
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burnt-offering for me, wouldeſt deign to plead 
thy full ſatisfaction, as a ranſom for me; and b 
thy moſt pure oblation to waſh away all my fins : 
until clean and purged from the duſt of worldly 
affection and mortal corruption, until looſed with 
Zion's captive daugbter from every chain of the Bo- 
dy of this death now heavy upon my neck, I may 
be made meet to enter, in the beautiful garments 
which thou giveſt me, into the temple of thy ce- 
leſtial habiration, there, together with faints 
exulting in the triumphant participation of thy 
life and immortality, to prall thy holy name, O 
my Gop, for ever. O pray for me, thou moſt 
prevailing interceſſor; pray for me, thou ac- 
cepted advocate, in the glorious temple of thy 
body, far more ſplendid than was Solomon's of old, 
who ſtandeſt between the dead and the living with 
the ſweet incenſe of thy merits, that my great, 
my innumerable ſins may thro* thy powerful me- 
diation be remitted me; that ſpace may be given 
me for repentance and for my purpoſes of amend- 
ment ; and alſo, that, without which my pur- 
poſe is, like a fading bloſſom, blaſted, and paſſes 
away, as the early dew, even the aid of divine 
grace to accomplith ir, that thy unworthy ſervant 
may proſper in the way. And whatſoever is want- 
ing in me, do thou, o divine fulneſs, by thy of- 
tering to thy moſt loving Father, beſtow upon 
me out of the riches of thy abundant mercy. 
Let thy unſpotted innocence. cover the impurity 
of my ſoul, as well as of my body. Let thy fla- 
ming love, light up my luke-warmneſs ; thy deep 
humility bring down my pride; thy molt volun- 
tary obedience break the perverſeneſs and ſtub- 
borneſs of my own will. Behold I offer myſelf into 
thine hands, O Lok, who didſt purchaſe _ 
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that thou mayeſt be glorified in my ſpirit and in 
my body, which are thine : and whatever I ſhould 
do make me by thy ſpirit willing and able to do 
in thy ſervice. I deſire to offer to thee in pover- 
ty of ſpirit, as tokens of my love and of my re- 
ceiving them from thee, the turtles of a double 
compunction of heart; wailing for my own ſing 
and neglects, which made thee a man of ſorrows, 
and ſighs after the eternal joys ; after thee, our 
heavenly bridegroom. I give alſo willingly to 
thee, O Lorp, the two young pigeons of a two- 
fold ſimplicity in the inward parts; deſiring, with 
winged affection after conformity to thy image, 
to render unto no man evil for evil, and alſo to 
overcome evil with gocd,to be wiſe as a ſerpent, but 
harmleſs as a dove. Which do thou vouchſafe 
me, O good Jzsvs, that I may de able to bring 
of theſe preſents unto thee in thy courts, and that 
at the laſt, after all this worldly travail is ended, 
I together with thy church may be preſented 
faultleſs before the preſence of thy glory, in thy 
holy temple in the world to come, thro? the faith 
of thy ſpotleſs righteouſneſs, moſt holy Lamb of 
Gop, who was by the lowly virgin mother pre- 
ſented this day in the temple on earth. For thou 
art moſt gladly to be received in the arms of a de- 
vout faith, that we may depart in peace after 
ſeeing of thee, the ſalvation of the Logo, the 
light of the Gentiles, the glory of the people, as 
thou wert taken up with joy in the arms of love 
by the juſt and truly devout Simeon. And be 


ſuch faith, ſuch peace my portion. Amen. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Of the perſecution of Jesvs and of bis flight into 
Egypt: | | | 


Bleſs and thank thee, O Logp JESUS CHRIST, 
thou moſt high King of kings, who didſt not let 
us be © as water ſpilt on the ground”, but didſt de- 
viſe means to bring our baniſhed nature back, 
for thy ſuffering the perſecution and tribulation - 
brought upon thee in thy infant years, when thou 
fleddeſt from the preſence of the very impious 
king Herod, and waſt, as a baniſhed perſon and a 
ſtranger, compelled, like Moſes, to quit thine own 
country for us, who deſerved perpetual exile from 
the heavenly region; and privately to enter into 
the antient place of rael's bondage and affliction, 
into the kingdom of Egypt, from which thou once 
with a mighty hand and out-ſtretch'd arm brought- 
eft out thy people. I praiſe and glorify thee for 
that painful travel and long journey which thou 
didſt undertake into a ſtrange land after us, in the 
time of our alienation from thee ; dwelling for the 
ſpace of ſeven years amongſt barbarous nations and 
men, moſt unlike to thyſelf. O what cruel impiety 
to be deſirous of killing the prince of life! hat 
madneſs to hurry the omnipotent king of heaven 
from his own country; of whom and at whoſe 
pleaſure he held his crown! O what abundant 
tears would have flowed from a feeling heart, which 
had ſeen fo dear, ſo fair a child, the heir of Da- 
vid's throne, nay, of the worlds, who had fulfilld 
the antient wiſh, had done <wworthily at Ephratab 
and proclaimed his name in Betb-lebem; flying 
with the virgin mother in diſtreſs- ful form, under 
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cover of the ſilent night, and going info a land 
which they knew not! Truly this part of CuRIST's 
perſecution is a proof of his ſingular patience, 
and teaches all his faithful people who would live 
godly in him, that they will meet with early, and 
muſt endure many violent perſecutions from the 
wicked. | 

2. I praiſe and honour thee, O Loxp Jesvs, for 
thy bleſſed return from Egypt and thy accompliſh- 
ment of the prophecy, out of Egypt have I called 
« my ſon;” for thy repeated removal into thine 
own country; for thy ſocial dwelling with thy 
highly-privileged parents in the city of Nazareth : 
where thou didſt moſt innocently converſe with 
friends and relations, didſt lead a life of pover- 

in ſweet fellowſhip with the mother and the ho- 
ly Joſepb. Grant me, thou loving Ixsus, who 
by this exile and thy other ſufferings brought me 
nigh to Gop, that was alienated from him, even 
in a little meaſure to imitate this ſtep of thy long- 
_ ſuffering patience, not to murmur at injuries done 
me, bur'to give place to wrath ; not in a want of 
charity towards thy member and thy church to pro- 
voke or run into, but to flee perſecution after thy ex- 
ample, when a greater good is to be effected by it, 
and to ariſe from it to thy people. If any one ſhall 
mock. or reproach, or be in ſome teſpect trouble- 
ſome to me, or preſs me to forego any worldly 
- enjoyment z make me reſignedly to bear it, in 
the hope of being brought up by thee, as thy 
member, from every ſtate of oppreſſion, as thine 
own were ſome time from the depth of the ſea; 
and fervently to intercede for his ſalvation : not 
to burn with hatred of the man, but rather to 
impute the whole to the old ſerpent, who ſhall 
tempt him to ſuch enmity. Give me to keep 
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peace with my brethren ; never to baniſh thee or 


thy example trom my thoughts ; but to ſhew all 
lowly ſubjection to parents and ſuperiors, to be 
willing to ſerve. them; and patiently to endure 
with thy people every want of temporal good, 
every painful ſtep in the way of duty, and even 
baniſhment from my country, nay from the world, 
till thou ſhalt refreſh me and bring me up again 
from the pit by the blood of the covenant, among 
the captivity of thy people, to the great joy of thy 
Tfrae!l, and for the praiſe of thy name. Amen. 
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C HAP. XIV. | 
Of the holy Innocents, ain by Herod for the name 


of Jesvs. 


J Bleſs and thank thee, O Lon pd Jxsus CnRIisr, 
thou hope of the babes, thou glory of the 
lowly, thou crown of all the ſaints, for permitting 
the cauſeleſs ſlaughter of ſo many thouſand young 
males, who were ſlain for thy name's ſake, thro“ 
the fury of diſappointed Herod, that, like Pha- 
raob, by a ſavage decree ſought the life of the 
deliverer of /rael. I praiſe and glorify thee for 
theſe firſt fruits of the martyrs, whom after their 
ſhort ſuffering without actual guilt, thou didſt 
cauſe to depart with a clean heart and pure bo- 
dy from this evil world, preſenting them with 
the crown of martyrdom, who in fact ſuffered it; 
and cailing them, who had not yet attained the-uſe 
of reaſon, to the enjoyment of thoſe bleſſings of 
the covenant,” wiiich thine own ordinance of” cir- 
cumciſion had before ſealed unto them in their 
ſaviour. I adore the equity of thy judgments, 
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wonderfully diſplayed in all thy works, who didſt 
exalt the humble and innocent to eternal glory, 
« dur didſt plunge the haughty Herod with all his 
conſenting and impenitent aſſociates, into perpetual 
confuſion in hell. I earneſtly beſeech thee of thy 
neſs, O thou moſt innocent]zsvs, to teach me 
to follow the innocency and humility of theſe babes 
in heart and life, that, laying aſide all bitterneſs and 
pride and ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, I may be- 
come as a new-born babe, and ſo receive thy in- 
grafted word, which is able to ſave my ſoul, in 
the Beth-lehem of thy church, * the houſe of the 
* bread” of life, as for the future to be more 
meek, more pure, more humble and more chear- 
ful amidſt my fellows, tho” I ſhall thereby be count- 
ed like theſe, as ſheep ready to be flain, thro' the 
rage of ſpiritual wickedneſs againſt thee. Nor 
let any effeminacy of the fleſh defile me, but may 
I be kept thro” thy Spirit from all (in, in a perfect 
mortification of corrupt luſts and affections, and 
with unſhaken conſtancy in thy faith, even unto 
death; knowing he that loſeth bis life for thy ſake 

ball find it in a Eee of glory with thee. Amen. 
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CHAP. XV. 
Of the finding of Jxsus in the temple. 


26 J Bleſs and thank thee, O Loxy JESUS 

CHRIST, thou maſter of humilicy and 
moſt eminent teacher of eternal truth, becaule 
thou art, truth itſelf, for the example of thy mar- 
vellous humiliation, and for the manifeſtation of 
the light, which was before hidden in thee, unto 


man: hen thou wenteſt up with thy devout pa- 
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rents to Jeruſalem, on account of the feaſt, inſti- 
ruted to keep in mind our aſcent to the heavenly 
city, offering for us vows of ſacred praiſe, and 
holy and fervent prayers to Gop the Father; and 
didſt fit, when twelve years of age, in the midſt 
of the doctors whoſe tongues ſpake by thy gift, 
humbly hearing them; and mot reſpectfully aſking 
them queſtions didſt turn the eyes of all the ſpec- 
tators upon thee, O thou greater than Solomon, 
aſtoniſbed at thy underſtanding and anſwers. ] praiſe 
and exalt thee with a particular devotion for the re- 
yerent obedience which thou ſhewedſt to thy pa- 
rents, who teaching us how they in whom thou 
art formed ſearch after thee, on the with- 
drawing of the light of thy countenance, for a 
long time ſought thee ſorrowing, and found thee ; 
when thou, the great ruler of the heavens hum- 
bly becameſt ſubject to them, and didſt imme- 
diately renounce thine own will : and, when they 
underſtood not the word ſpoken to them about the 
buſineſs of thy Father, whoſe will it was thy 
meat to do, didſt likewiſe go down with them 
from Jeruſalem to Nazareth, as the moſt obe- 
dient ſon of an excellent parent. O moſt ſweet 
]Jzs8vs, thou moſt lovely child, thou incompara- 
ble mirror of all holineſs and virtue, and out of 
whoſe mouth cometh wiſdom and underſtanding, 
teach me to break the perverſeneſs of my own 
ſtubborn will, readily to acquieſce in the holy coun- 
ſel of the elders; and with face ſet to the heaven- 
ly Feruſalem devoutly to viſit thy temple : there 
to pour forth my prayers and offer the Chriſtian ſa- 
crifice, waiting for thy loving-kindneſs in the midſt 
of it; there attentively to hear the word of life 
preached, whereby thou yet wonderfully ſpeakeſt 
to us, and whole efficacy ſtandeth not in man's 
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delivery, but in thy diſpenſation of it with the 

Holy Ghoſt by thine own eſtabliſhed miniſtry, 
Make me duly to reverence the teachers of the 
church, who thus miniſter in thy name and with 
thy authority; humbly to obey thoſe who are 
ſet over me in the Logp, and, as one who has 
found thee, joy fully to ſerve thee in perfect ſubs 
jection and obedience to thy holy will and com- 
mandments all the days of my life ; ſhewing out 
of a good converſation my works with the meek- 
neſs of the wiſdom which deſcends from thee, to 
the aſtoniſhment of men, that they may not won- 


der and periſh, but may believe and be ſaved. 
Amen. | 
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C HAP. XVI. 
Of the holy and hidden life of the lowly Ixsus. 
1. J Bleſs and thank thee, O Lord Jesus 
CHRIST, thou true and perfect Naza- 
rite, for thy ſeparation unto Gop from the womb, 
to be holy undo theLogrD, to offer in thyſelf, on the 
tulfilling thy days, one molt pertect offering, which 
comprehended all which the Moſaic oblations point- 
ed out, and to be cut off for us. I glorify thee for 
thy moſt excellent converſation in private life for a 
long time with thy parents in Nazareth; even from 
the twelfth to the thirtieth year of thine age; abi- 
ding with them in great poverty, humiliry and 
ſubjection. I praife and with all the affection of 
my heart exalt thee for thy moſt humble conceal- 
ment of thyſeif amongſt men and thy fellow-ci- 
tizens; that thou didſt permit thyſelf to be called 
and alſo to be thought a carpenter's ſon, neither 
didſt publicly ſne forth any ſign of divinity to 
make known thy GopnHzap. For thou, N 
hac 
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hadſt ſworn to keep the righteous judgments, didſt 
in this interval grow in wiſdam and ſtature as man z 
didſt with longing after the commandments de- 
light in the law and great deſign of the Lorp 
meditating therein day and night, rejoicing in it, as 
one that findeth great ſpoil, till it was all written 
within thy heart : whereby thou didſt obtain un- 
der the illuminations of the Holy Ghoſt, given 
to thee without meaſure, more underſtanding than 
thy teachers, concerning the whole counſel of 
Gor, the exceeding breadth of the divine com- 
mandments and the amazing demands of the right- 
eous Jaw upon thee, as our ſurety, concerning the 
manifold prefigurations and prophecies which went 
before concerning thee, and were now to be ac- 
compliſhed in thee to make thee our righteouſneſs; 
concerning the ſeveral circumſtances thou wert to 
be in and thy very language in them; and 
concerr.ifig the promiſes which were covenanted to 
be fulfilled in thee, and give thee ſtedfaſt hope, 
comfort and ftrength for the perfecting of the 
work of the new-creation, the redemption of man- 
kind. O humility of CayrisT ! how much 
doſt thou confound the forward pride of my va- 
nity, and by how iiluſtrious an example doſt thou 
admoniſh me to ſhun all oſtentatious ſhew amongſt 
men, to decline the crowds of the world, to chuſe 
a retired life, to wiſh to be known to Gop alone, 
to take heed to my own ſalvation before all things; 
neither ſuddenly to thruſt myſelf forth into pub- 
lic view for the fake of edification, tho' I ſhould _ 
be poſſeſſed of manifold gifts, even miraculous 
ones, as thou waſt, being thyſelf the Father of 
lights and the giver of every gecd gift 3 but rather 
by diligent endeavour to ſearch out the word of 
life till there ſhall be a public and outward call 
D 4 from 
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from heaven, as well as internal qualifications, ta 
bring forth fruit. Enable me, O ſweet Jzsvs, 
thou good maſter, by the merits of thy moſt holy 
oblation, with a watchful heart to inſpect the 
form of my hidden life, and inwardly to dedicate 
myſelf and all the powers of my ſoul and body 
to thee, and to be ſeparated as holy to thee, O 
Lon, to love uſeful retirement and a ſilent re- 
treat from the buſtle and hurry of the world, moſt 
eagerly to embrace theſe moſt delightful things 
which are of thee and of Gop, and to hide up in 
the cloſet of my heart the moſt profitable book 
of thy holy converſation, whereby thou deſigneſt 
to commune with me and to manifeſt thyſelf to 
me: that ſo I may not ſin againſt thee, nor touch 
uncleanneſs, but in the fulfilling of my days, 
when 1 ſhall have this beauty of man cut off, may 
be a holy ſacrifice toGop,acceptable by thee. Amen. 
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Of the'baptiſm of Jesus and of our ſan#ification 


by water. 


1. T Bleſs and thank thee, O Lorp JESUS 

CHRIST, thou never-failing fountain of 
goodneſs, deſcending in bounteous ſtreams over 
all thy works, thou glorious ſource of all excellent 
virtues in ſaints and angels, and purity itſelf, for 
thy lowly reception of the typical waſhing, in order 
to the fulfilling of all righteouſneſs; for thy volun- 
tary ſubmiſſion under the hands of thy fore-run- 
ner, Jobn, the Levite, the divinely-commiſſioned 
and legal miniſter of it, by whom thou, as ſtand- 
ing for us the tranſgreſſors, didſt condeſcend to 
be baptized in Jordan; enriching and conſecra- 
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ting to our uſe the water of baptiſm by thy ho- 
ly touch and power, which ſoon after made the 
water wine. In which thou didſt moſt sh 
vouchſafe a bright and convincing example to all 
that ſhould be baptized, and become thy meek 
diſciples and fol lowers, both ſmall and great, 
how exceedingly it behoves them humbly to re- 
ceive this thy own appointed ordinance , in which 
thou wouldeſt have communion with us, as in the 
Meſaic ty pes, with thy ſervants of old, and by whoſe 
channel thou wouldſt meet our faith, bringing, 
as once to Naaman, healing to our more leprous 
nature, and ſealing to us the ſacred regeneration, 
the free-gift of thy righteouſneſs and the de- 
ſcent and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt : as eyer 
they defire to enter into the. * of thy hol 
kingdom, as ever they would ſee thy face, 0 
bleſſed and once baptized Jesvs, its bl in- 
ſtitutor. Thy progenitor Noah muſt with his 
family be borne through the waters to the new- 
formed earth. Jſrael muſt take their way from 
their bondage thro the waters. Thro* waters muſt 
they of old time enter the promiſed land, under 
thy guidance. By waters thou didſt enter upon thy 
courſe, who waſt about to go thro? all the trou- 
bles and ſufferings for our ſalvation, which are 
denoted by them. By theſe thou didſt enter hea- 
ven; and theſe thus ſealed to us thou makeſt our 
way to Gop's favour and to heaven. For we in- 
deed, wholly unfit by reaſon of our manifold 
pollutions to enter the courts of Gop, were waſh- 
ed in thy baptiſm. This ſanctification profited us, 
not thee, who had no ſpot of ſin. And the voice 
came becauſe of us, and ſpoke to us baptized in 
thee, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom 1 am well 
Pleaſed, O moſt ſweet expreſſion of OG 
ove, ' 
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love, obtained by thee for a poor rebel ! I there- 
fore give praiſe and honour to thee, O thou high 
and adorable head of thy church, who art terri- 
ble in the armies of the heavens, whom angelic 
Tpirits bow down before and proclaim with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Ghoſt, Holy, Holy, Holy, LorD 
Gop of ſabaoth; for thy moſt lowly deſcent into and 
bathing in Jordan, in order to ſanctify “ water to 
the myſtical waſhing away of ſin'* ; that thy church 
being cleanſed with the waſhing of water by the 
word, thou mighteſt preſent it to thyſelf a glo- 
rious church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, or any 
ſuch thing, but that it ſhould be holy and with- 
out blemiſh. I bleſs and glorify thee for the re- 
velation of the myſteries of heaven ; for the mani- 
feſt demonſtration of the preſence of the moſt high 
Trinity at this thy baptiſm, to ſhew they would 
Accompany it to thy children ; for the entrance 
to eternal life then opened to us in thee; for the 
wondroufly working illumination of thy bleſſed 
forerunner, John the Baptiſt, in order to turn the 
hearts of the difobedient to thy wiſdom, thou juſt 
one, and to point thee out as the /amb of Gop 
h taketh away the fins of the world; for his very 
lowly remonſtrance con-erning his unworthineſs 
even to unlooſe thy ſhoe-latchet, as needing to be waſh- 
ed of thee; and for his exemplary and ready obe- 
dience to thy gracious directions. 
2. O Jesvs, thou moſt exalted king, how 
much didſt thou humble thyſelf to day tor me a 
molt vile finner z what excellent gifts of divine 
grace didſt thou evidently ſet forth to me ! Mer- 
cifully look on me and forgive me all mine of- 
fences, which I have in various manners both 
openly and ſecretly committed againſt thee. 1 


ſeek the purification thro” the water ſhed out mn 
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fide, and the righteouſneſs thou didſt ſeal to me 
at my baptiſm by the miniſter of thy own appoint- 
ment, waſhing me from original guilt. I pray 
that by thee heaven may be ever opened to me, 
and that the Spirit may alſo deſcend on me; for 
I deſire to be ever baptized of thee with the Holy 
Ghoſt and with fire ; and that T may be accepted 
in and thro* thee for a beloved ſon in whom Gop 
is well pleaſed. Becauſe in many things I have 
offended thy great goodneſs, not keeping it in re- 
membrance, nor thy marvellous works in the field of 
this world; neither have I abode ftedfaſt in thy 
covenant, but have defited myſelf with my works. 
Therefore I beſeech thee waſb me thoroughly from 
mine iniquity and cleanſe me from my fin, For none 
upon earth is juſt and pure from guilt, no, not an 
infant of a day old; none but thou, O habitation of 


juſtice, whoonly art pure and the only purifier; none 


but thou, who only art holy and the only ſanctifier; 
who haſt power on earth ta forgive fins unto men, 
according to the mullitude of thy mercies, I beſeech 


thee, O Lon p, let my foul live for the ſake of 


thee, neither remember my iniquities of old time; 
but renew my youth as an eagle, that I may take 
my flight from earthly vanities, and borne by the 
Spirit may mount up in holy love and life to thee, 
thou immortal ſun. Forgive what is paſt, and 
may I, as being buried with thee by baptiſm into 
thy death, be conſidered as once dead unto fin in 
thee, Let me, as alive again, O Gop, in thee, 
rilen again for my juſtification, know the power 
of thy reſurrection, and ſhew it forth in all holy, 
and circumſpect walking for the future, in theſe 
evil days. Even now be pleaſed to pour thy grace 
into my ſoul, that arrayed in the white robe of thy 
purity, vouchſafed and put upon me in my bap- 

| tiſm. 
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tiſm, I may keep it in faith, unſpotted from 
#he world, that I may find the holy heaven open- 
ed to me at the laſt; and in this garment, waſhed 


<obite in thy blood, may attain the full fruition of the 
perpetual glory of thy Gopntap. Amen. 


— * — 


CHAP. XVIII. 
Of the faſting and temptations of the moſt invincible 


Issus. 


1. Bleſs and thank thee, O LORD JESUS CHRIST, 

for thy ſacred faſting, which thou, once ſolita- 
ry in the deſart for forty days and nights, didſt 
perform, and for the temptations thou didſt un- 
dergo, to prepare thee for thy public miniſtration 
for the deſtruction of the works of the devil; that 
having thyſelf overcome him, thou mighteſt 
proceed to caſt him out of thy brethren; and alſo 
to ſhew us how it behoves them to be prepared 
by faſting and a continuance with thee in thy 
temptations, who are called forth to miniſter in 
thy ſtead, as biſhops, er and deacons, in 
order to turn the people from the power of /atan 
unto Gop. For here thou didſt thyſelf ſay, thou, 
the Gop-man waſt as à pelican in the wil- 
derneſs, and as an owl in the deſert, ſmitten indeed 
into a place of dragons; to dwell as the baniſhed 
hermits, amongſt wild beaſts; going thro” a fire and 
water, without any human comfort, yet in no wiſe 
deſtitute of the inward miraculous ſupport and ſweet 
fellowſhip of angels; in order to afford to all reli- 
gious perſons, whom thou chuſeſt outof the world, 
an example of the ſelf-denying life and manifold 


temptations, which they, who are partakers N 2 
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tiſm and truly ſons of Gop, muſt go thro! in this 
wilderneſs, having their manna of conſolation 
in thee alone. I alſo praiſe and honour thee, O 
Jzsus Cnr1sT,. thou food of angels and refreſh- - 
ment of men, for thy many long watchings and 
for thy holy prayers'and moſt pure meditations - 
on the works and the ways and the promiſes of * 
Gop in the wide howling wilderneſs : where 
indeed the Ffery ſerpent ſhot forth his poi- 
ſoned darts againſt thee, © I for ever praiſe and 
exalt thee, thou captain of the hoſts of the Lox Dp, 
thou laſt Adam for thy moſt valiant combat againſt 
the devil, for thy reſiſtance of the manifold vexations 
of the moſt wicked tempter, for thy contempt of 
all the evil ſuggeſtions and baits, whereby he 
ſubtly laboured to draw thee to diſtruſt, to pre- 
ſumption and to apoſtacy; for thy wiſe anſwers 
out of the ſcriptures to his inſinuations; for the 
glorious victory over the three principal corruptions, 
for the perpetual confuſion of our grand adverſary 
Satan, and for the ſtrengthening of our infirmity, 
then moſt ſalutarily accompliſhed. I praiſe and 
reverently adore thee with bended knees, together 
with the holy angels who miniſter to thee with due 
honour before thy throne, ſeeking, with dependance 
on thee, the word by which a man lives, ſuſtenance 
in life amidſt the. hardſhips in this wilderneſs ; 
the ſupport of grace, in the hunger of my ſoul, 
which this barren land yields no refreſhment to 
comfort in tribulation, fortitude in temptation, 
protection from the men of the world, who cor- 
rupt themſelves in what they know naturally, as 
brute beaſts, and deliverance from the ſnares of the 
enemy, as long as I live in the deſert of this 
world ; that I may never be led by the luſt of the 
fleſh to diſtruſt thy love of me, becauſe the ſtones 

UN" around 
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around me are not made breed; nor all things 
made palatable: to me; that I may never pre- 
ſume ſo proudly on a high place in thy favor and 
on thy promiſes, as to think I may caſt myſelf 
down into ſin with ſafety, as if no offence could 
hurt me, and ſo to tempt thy abundant grace: 
and that I may never be ſeduced by a love of the 
world and its courting ſhew; no, not by the of- 
fer of all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of 
them, to apoſtatize from thy holy worſhip to the 
ſervice of the devil; but that I may be able ſo to 
wield the ſword of - the Spirit, thy holy word, 

ſtedfaſt in the faith, as to put the tempter to flight. 
2. I believe and confeſs that thou art the 
CurisrT, the Son of Gop, and the Gop and 
Lorp of the angels, the creator of mankind 
and redeemer, in the weakneſs of our fleſh, prov'd 
and tryed in all things, that thou mighteſt be a 
mercitul and faithful High-Prieſt, as touched 
with a feeling of our infirmities, and in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without ſin; and that 
compaſſionating us thou mighteſt heal us of the di- 
ſeaſes of our ſins. For, in that thou thyſelf haſt ſuf- 
fered, being tempted, thou art able to ſuccour us who 
are tempted: Therefore, O pious Ixsus, thou molt 
valiant captain and triumphant wreſtler, who 
for me didſt ſo ſtrictly faſt, ſo bravely fight 
and overcome, grant me to be in nothing terri- 
fied by my adverſaries, neither to account it 
a ſtrange thing in my Chriſtian courſe to have 
a fiery trial befal me, when thou thyſelf hadſt 
one; but even to count it all joy when I fall into 
divers temptations, as being a proof of my con- 
formity to thee, as knowing that the trial of my faith 
zworketh patience, as remembring that thou 
haſt ſaid by thine apoſtle, © Bleſſed is the man that 
« endureth 
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« endureth temptation : for when be is tried, be 
« ſhall receive the crown of life.” Give me to 
fight manfully againſt the world, the fleſh and 
the devil, tho" it be 7o endure à great fight of af- 


fidlions, and with an immoveable heart to repel 


the aſſault of every temptation, that Satan may not 


get an advantage over me, by his manifold devices, 


but that we may always triumph in thee. Where- 


fore I intreat thee for the relief of thy myſtic 
body, the whole church, and of me its poor 
member; and ſend forth to me in this my deſart 
thy holy light and ſpirit of truth, that they may 
the more abidingly viſit me, watchfully keep, 
powerfully aſſiſt, kindly comfort, plentifully 
bleſs and ſafely conduct me in bliſsful delight, to 


thee, my Logp Jesvs CHRIST, after this ſhort. 


and miſerable life is ended. Amen. 


CHAP. XIX. 


Of the holy preaching and ſalutary doctrine of Iæs us. 


Bleſs and thank thee, O Logy Jxsvs CHRIST, 


thou good ſhepherd and moſt faithful keeper 


of thy ſheep, aten indeed from following after 
thoſe which were in great travail, to feed the peo- 


ple and inheritance of Gop, in the integrity of thine 


heart, and with the ſeilfulneſs of thine bands, tor 
thy ſollicitous love for the ſalvation of ſouls, and 
for thy ardent deſire to publiſh the good tidings 
of thy word among the people, upon the moun- 
tains of Iſrael; who after thy returning victo- 


rious from the wilderneſs, did/# come to preach 


the kingdom of heaven, and even with the falutary 
trumpet of thy ſtill voice didſt thunder throughout all 


Judea, 
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Jude & Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven it 
at band, and that all ſhould deſpiſe the car- 
nal life of the world and haſten to follow after 
heavenly things. O Log D CHRIS, thou moſt 
ſweet Ixsus, with what moſt diligent care, with 
what moſtunwearied labour, ſhaming and confound- 
ing the backwardneſs of the moſt aſſiduous bi- 
ſhops and paſtors in thy church, and much more 
my ſlothfulneſs and indolence, didit thou /eek out, 
as a ſhepherd ſeeketh out bis flock in the day that he 
is among his ſheep that are ſcattered, thy ſheep that 
bad been ſcattered in the cloudy and dark day of ſin 
and ignorance ! How didſt thou go about the vil- 
lages and ſtreets, the towns and cities to convert 
ſinners ; to ſearch out that which was loſt, and to 
bring again that which was driven away, and to 
bind up that which was broken, and to ſtrengthen 
that which was fick, and to confer forgiveneſs of 
fins on the truly penitent, and to gather them in 
thine own good fold- of the church ! I praiſe and 
lorify thee from the very bottom of my heart 
er thy ſweetly flowing doctrine and firſt preach- 
ing diffus'd thro' all Galilee and Zudea : and alſo 
for the glorious fame of thee ſpread far and wide 
into foreign nations. Bleſſed be thy holy lips and 
thy * agreeable tongue, with which thou 
ſpeaking in righteouſneſs, haſt ſo often expreſſed 
the ſweetneſs of celeſtial life, haſt inſtilled into us 
the ſentences of eternal truth, and with clear voice 
manifeſted to the whole world the true and admi- 
rable light, which thou thyſelf art. 

2, I pray thee, O moſt loving Jzsvs, thou 
moſt excellent maſter, thou great ſhepherd of 
the ſheep, by-the blood of the everlaſting cove- 
nant, to grant unto all the biſhops and paſtors of 


thy flock with a ready mind to follow this inſtruct- 
ive 
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ive example of thy fervent love, of thy unwearied 
aſſiduity in the diſcharge of the miniſtry, which 
they have received from thee, in crying aloud 
and ſhewing thy people their tranſgreſſions, and 
declaring unto them thy righteouſneſs; that thy 
grace, beſtowed upon them for the work, may ſtill 
be ſeen in and by them, ſeeking and convertin 
ſinners, reclaiming the ignorant and thoſe which 
are out of the way, healing the broken-hearted, 
ſtrengthening the feeble knees and the weak in the 
faith, giving no offence in any thing, that the miniſ- 
try be not blamed. Make them to hate covetouſneſs, 
that they may in all things approve tbemſelves, in much 
patience, in affiiftions, in labours, in watchings, in 
faſtings, by pureneſs, by knowledge, by long ſuffer- 
ing, by kindneſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by love 
unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of 
Gop, by the armour of righteouſneſs, on the right 
| hand and on the left, by honour and diſbonour, by 
evil report and good report: even uſing thy gifts not 
to the dividing, bur to the edifying of thy church 
in love, to preſent it as a chaſte virgin unto thee, 
tho' it be amidſt much contention and heavineſs, 
amidſt much reproach and ſufferings ; nay, tho? it 
be to ſeal thy teſtimony with their blood, before 
they receive the crown. 

3. Vouchſafe alſo, deareſt ſaviour, unto me, 
thy unworthy ſervant, to whom thou, by thy 
apoſtles and teachers, doſt yet moſt graciouſly 
condeſcend to publiſh the good-tidings of thy ſal- 
vation, with holy thirſt to imbibe, diligently to 
attend to, ſkilfully to underſtand, ſweetly to taſte 
the ſtreams of thy moſt ſalutary doctrine, and duly 
to frame all my exerciſes according to the ſacred 
words of thy truth. Becauſe no where do ] find 


the way of ſalvation and perlection, but in the 
E moſt 
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moſt bright mirtour of thy moſt holy goſpel ſpread 
open before me and all men for our reading, that 
we may ſee thy righteouſneſs and ſalvation, and 
may behold the precious promiſes given to us, 
that we may be partakers of thy holineſs. In thee, 
O Loxp, thou fountain of glory and eternal 
wiſdom, the light of life and the fulneſs of all 
ſweetneſs do overflow and continue ; becauſe thou 
doſt repleniſh us with them in thyſelf, that, as the 
rivers into the ſea, they with all the praiſe of 
them may be rendered back again to thee. 
May therefore thy call to repentance be ſo heard 
in my ſoul thro? faith, as to be effectual to con- 
vert me to thee, and to make me ſubmit to thy 
righteouſneſs. Incline my heart to thy teſtimonies, 
and not to covetouſneſs, that J may be, not without 
law to Gop, but under the law to thee. Open mine 
ear to the words of thy mouth. Turn away mine 
eyes leſt they behold vanity, and quicken thou me in 
thy way. O grant me underſtanding and T ſhall live. 
O learn me true underſtanding and knowledge. For 
tho* the evangelic ſtile is plain and ſimple, yet is 
it profound and deep and full of celeſtial myſ- 
teries ; to contain which the whole world is not 
ſufficient, and which thou alone canſt give me 

underſtanding that I may learn. 


CHAP. XX. 
Of the glorious miracles and benevolence of Jesus. 


1. J Blefs and thank thee, OLoRD Jesus CHRIS 
the power and wiſdom of Gop, for thy glo- 
rious ſigns and exceeding great wonders and mt- 
racles, with which thou didſt magnificently en- 
lighten 


OBOE: 3 
lighten the world, and invite unbelieving minds 
to the faith of thee, clearly making known by 
ſuch public teſtimonies and by ſuch radiant ſigns, 
that thou art the CHRIST,“ the creator of the 
world, at whoſe command the courſe of nature was 
over- ruled; and “ the Son of Gop,” who cameſt 
into the world for the redemption of mankind ; 
to work that ſtrange, that mighty work, that 
ſpiritual wonder, for their reſtoration, which 
contains in it all the miracles of grace, which by 
theſe outward works of thine thou wouldeſt re- 
preſent to them and give them ſo many ſhadows 
and pledges of. I praiſe and honour thee for 
thy unmeaſurable love; becauſe thou ſhewedſt 
thyſelf ſo liberal and benevolent to all people, of 
whatever age or country they were, that they, 
who were as poor as they were rm, even the 
vileſt of ſinners were encouraged to come unto 
thee; and gaveſt them free liberty to ad- 
dreſs and touch thee : convincing us of the acceſs 
we have with confidence by the faith of thee, thou 
door to Gop, and how boldly we, who have other- 
wiſe reaſon to tremble at thy preſence, may come 
unto the throne of grace, that we allo may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. Bleſſ- 
ed be thy eyes, which, brighter than the ſun, 
thou didſt mercifully lift up upon the multitudes 
that came unto thee, whom thou didſt with ſuch 
great tenderneſs compaſſionate, that thou wouldſt 
by no means ſuffer them to go without refreſh- 
ment to their homes; but making pariſhes 
of them, and dividing them into companies by 
fifties, and cauſing them to be humbled even to 
the ground, didit, at two ſeveral times, by the 
working of a miracle, with a few loaves and little 


fiſhes, bleſied by thee and given to thy diſciples 
* to 


4 


( 52 ) 
to be miniſtered, ſuperabundantly ſatiate many 
thouſands of men, that they and we might have 
a convincing proof, as of the order and humility 
thou requirett, ſo alſo of the more than ſufficient 
efficacy there is in the ſacramental myſteries, ac- 
companied with thy benediction, and diſpenſed 
by thy. outwardly appointed, as well as inwardly 
called miniſtry, to yield ſpiritual nouriſhment to 
the whole multitude of the thouſands of the men 
who receive it. Bleſſed be thy venerable hands 
which thou, the biſhop of ſouls, didſt chearfully 
ſtretch forth and lay upon a variety of poor peo- 
ple, and by the powerful touch of thy moſt ſa- 
.cred body didſt quickly drive away every infir- 
mity and difeaſe. Bleſſed be thy moſt beautiful 
feet, very often wearied for the ſalvation of ſouls, 
and beſmeared with duſt and dirt, with which 
thou didſt painfully walk hither and thither 
throughout the land, plentifully ſowing the word 
of life; at one time openly teaching in the moun- 
tains, at another time in the low country. Who 
alſo for a teſtimony of the divinity of thy perſon, 
of the dependance of all things on thee, and of 
the truth of thy ſacred doctrine, didſt work fre- 
quent miracles, making the lame and the para- 
lytic to riſe up and walk, giving ſight to the blind, 
ſpeech ro the dumb and hearing to the deaf ; 
ſtaunching the iſſue of blood, removing fevers, 
healing the lunatics, cleanſing the leper, reſto- 
ring the withered hand, caſting out - devils, di- 
vinely giving lite to the dead, huſhing the ſtorm, 
calming the fea, walking on its waves, ſpeakir 
thy foes to the earth, making the ſun hide his 
face, and the earth quake and the rocks rent un- 
der thee. | | 
2.0 
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2. Oilluftrious Jesvs, thou light of the world, 
thou ſalvation of Jrael, who art our life, ſtrength 
and glory, thou Gop of our health, who doſt 
according to thy will in the armies of heaven, and 
giveſt medicine to heal ſickneſs, mercifully look 
upon my infirmities, numerous as the diforders 
thou didit cure on earth ; and graciouſly over-ruling 
the ſtate of my nature expel every ſinful paſſion 
from my heart. Cauſe me by the miracle of thy 
love wrought for me, to have the new-man in 
thee wholly put upon me by thee, that, whatever 
I am in myſelf, I may be perfect in thee, accep- 
ted for me. Make me too, as accepted in 
thy righteouſneſs, to put thee on in an inward con- 
formity to thee, and to know the wonders of thy 
ſanctifying grace wrought in me. Enlighten the 
eyes of my mind, that they may ſee the light of 
heaven. Open the ears of my underſtanding, 
that I may hear what thou ſhalr ſpeak unto me, 
O my Gop. Looſe my tongue from the ties 
of a vain and filthy converſation to ſhew forth 
thy praiſes, and deliver me from all fears of the 
enemy and trembling doubts. Aſſwage the corrupt 
iſſue of my heart, and take me from under the 
diſordering influence of ſublunary things, which 
human obligations are not effectual to reſtrain. 
Raiſe me from the bed of flothfulneſs, that I may 
go from virtue to virtue; make my feet ſtraight, 
to go in the path of thy commandments, for there- 
in is my deſire ; and ſtrengthen my withered hands 
with the power of thy might unto diligent labour 
in thee, O Lord ; that they may be taught how 
ſpiritually to war, and my fingers how holily to 
#ght againſt the world and the devil. Cleanſe me 
from the leproſy of my ſinful fleſh, heal me of 
the fever of burning wrath and hot reſentment, 


and lower the ſwelling dropſy of my pride: de- 
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liver me from the ſtinging darts of envy, defend 
me from the gluttony of the belly, drive away the 
plague of avarice, and deaden the motions of laſ- 
civiouſneſs; that I may not be like the ſwine, 
which the devils enter into, and hurry away head- 
long down the ſteep precipice of fin into the ſea 
of deſtruction, and to periſh in the depth of hell. 
Particularly ſet me free from either being inflamed 
with the deſtructive fire of a perſecuting ſpirit, or 
from waxing cold, or beingunſtable as waters in thoſe 
things which concern my foul, thro? the abound- 
ing of iniquity. For theſe are the moſt grievous 
paſſions of a ſick ſoul, and the ſecret aſſaults 
of devils : diſoyders only to be healed by thee, O 
LorDy Jzesvs CHRIST, and ſpirits only to be ex- 

lled by the word of thy power. For none can 
cure” theſe ſpiritual wounds, and work the inward 
ſigns of holineſs, the fruits of believing, except 
thou, omnipotent Logp Gop, who ſpeakeſt and 
it immediately comes to paſs. Allay alſo the ſtorm 
of temptations and the tempeſt of terrors; calm 
the boiſterous ſea of my troubles, and make the 
waves of ungodlineſs ſubſide : come to me alſo 
in the ordinances, that I may come to thee amidſt 
the fluctuations of this world; and hold thou me 
up that I fink not. Speak down every high 
thought that would exalt itſelf againſt thee; _ 
the glory of this world ſeem to me as darkneſs 
before thee ; my earthly mind to tremble before 
thee, becauſe of thy judgments, and my rocky 
heart to be rent into contrition; that thou mayeſt 
appear riſen to me, working thy mighty works 
in me unto my ſalvation. For none can thus over- 
rule my nature, and do theſe works but thou, 
O God, whoſe name is wonderful, who commandeſt 


and ſtraight -way thy word is without delay fulfill'd. 
For 
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For it is only by the moſt ſweet harmony of the di- 
vine attributes that is in thee, thou ſon of David, that 
the evil ſpirit is driven out. Say therefore with thy 
holy word appropriated by faith to my ſoul, Be clean, 
and it ſhall be cleanſed. Say to the unclean ſpirit that 
ſo often tempts and vexes me, Come out of the man, 
and enter no more into him, and it ſhall be ſo. Sa 

to my foul in all tribulation, I am thy ſalvation, 
be not afraid. Speak the word only, and thy ſervant's 
| foul Hall be healed, and ſo ſhall I learn by expe- 
rience, that the Lox D hath bleſſed me for thy ſake. 


CH AP. XXI. 


Of the examples and holy converſation of Jz$us, 
and of his tribulations in the world. 


I.F Bleſs and thank thee, OLogp JEsus CHRIST, 
thoucomplete exemplar of holineſs, thou per- 

fect rule of behaviour, in every relation, thou 
flower of virtue, thou ſweet ſavour of life, thou 
excellence of all patience, for all thy amiable vir- 
tues and ſweeteſt manners; for thy ſingular gra- 
ciouſnels and faireſt examples publicly ſhewn 
in the preſence of thy diſciples and of all the peo- 
ple of [/rael : whereby thou haſt ſweetly invited 
the hearts of the ſimple to the love of thee. Even 
the hard hearts of ſinners haſt thou by the affa- 
bility of thy powerful ſpeech ſtirred up to repen- 
tance and faith in thee. To the learned alſo thou 
haſt afforded an example of edification in every 
of thy actions and doctrines, ſearching the heart 
and reins, laying out and unmaſking their inward 
corruptions, explaining the extent of the divine 
laws in thy precept and life, to convince men of ſin; 
enforcing : i practice of them in the faith and 
love of thee; and this in the moſt affecting and 
engaging manner; teaching as one that bad aut ho- 
E 4 r ity, 
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rity, and ſpeaking as never man ſpake, to the dif: 
arming of thy very adverfaries, that as men have 
righteouſneſs manifeſted in thee for their juſtifi- 
cation unto life, and that grace might reign 
and all things neceſſary to life and godlineſs be ſup- 
plied to them, ſo they might have a pattern of all 
godlineſs in thee, after which they are thro' this 
grace to live, following thy ſteps. I praiſe and 
.glorify thee for all the | inconveniences and neceſ- 
ſities of the body ſuffered by thee in the world, 
which thou, being made fleſh for us mortal 
worms, and freely ſerving a hard ſervice for us 

ſpeckled and ſpotted creatures, didſt from the time 
of thy nativity to the public ſhame of the croſs 
lovingly condeſcend to undergo : frequently endu- 
ring with all meekneſs of heart hunger and thirſt, 
heat and drought conſuming thee in the day, and 
cold and froſt by night, labour and wearineſs, 
ſorrow and ſore amaze, that we might have meat 
and drink, a ſhadow from the heat and refuge 
from the ſtorm, quietneſs and reſt, gladneſs and 
delight. I praiſe and honour thee for bearing 
very many and grievous perſecutions, the mali- 
cious and treacherous. counſels, conſpiracies, 
and undeſerved blaſphemies of conceited Scribes 
and hypocritical Phariſees; alſo the exceeding- 
ly ungrateful and envious revilings, baſely ren- 
dered unto thee for thy ſo innumerable benefits 
daily poured upon, and for thy remarkable mira- 
cles ſo gloriouſly wrought among the people. 

2. I praiſe and exalt thee for the diſplay of thy 
immenſe love, in order to the converſion and ſal- 
vation of all men; for the long and frequent 
watchings in the night ſpent in prayer; for the 

roans and tears compaſſionately poured forth for 
us in the exceeding anguiſh of thy ſpirit; far the 


unſpeakable ) joy and the gladſome congratulations 
with 
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with which all the dwellings of the righteous, and all 
the ſaints converted to the faith are filled; for their 
great thankſgivings and the — up of their mind 
by the . ſpirit of praiſe”, to magnify thee for thy ma- 
ny wonderful works, mot ſuitably performed to the 
praiſe and glory of thy holy Father. O exceeding- 
ly adorahle Jzsus, the world's moſt clear mirror, 
grant unto me, thy poor ſervant, who have hi- 
therto behaved myſelf very ill towards thee and 
my brethren, with all holy conſideration and pious 
accuracy to obſerve thy moſt honeſt and moſt 
ſweet converſation, and to frame all my actions 
and carriage according to the exquiſite pattern of 
thy moſt lovely life, which ſupplies to me the 
true idea of beauty and virtue; that I may learn 
of thee, my moſt extraordinary maſter, who 
preacheth the grace to underſtand and do 
what thy precepts teach, to be meek and lowly in 
heart: that I may be temperate in my diet, plain 
in my apparel, modeſt in my looks, ſober in 
my walk, peaceable in my temper, reſerved in my 
ſpeech, cireumſpect in my actions, guarded at 
home and abroad, watchful in prayer, devout in 
meditation, diligent in buſineſs, patient of re- 
proof, ready to obey, tractable to all that is good; 
not ſlothful, not negligent, not moroſe, not wrbu- 
lent, not a wanderer, not a brawler, but holy without 
ſuperſtition, ſerene without levity, pleaſant without 
wantonneſs, and decent without affectation. 


CHAP. XXII. 


Of the feaſt of the palms and the lowly riding of 
Jesus into Jeruſalem. 


Bleſs and thank thee, O Lo RD Jz$us 
CHaRrisrT, the gracious, thou ſaviour 

of the world and merciful redeemer of Ang, 
or 
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for the manifeſtation which thou waſt this day 
pleaſed to make of thy ſtupendous humility and 
of the exceeding greatneſs of thy ineffable piety ; 
when thou, to ſhew thyſelf more clearly the 
judge and deliverer of thy people, wenteſt up 
with naked feet on the back of a beaſt of burden, 
of a poar aſs, as the typic judges of old time ; 
and when amidſt a very great multitude, of which 
ſome ſpread their garments in the way, others cut 
down branches from the trees and ſtrawed them in 
the way, and amidſt the loud acclamations of praiſe 
out of the mouths of children, thou didſt enter in- 
to the holy city : herein exhibiting a ſign of thy 
triumphant riding with the word of truth,meek- 
neſs and righteouſneſs” in thy lowly nature, bearing 
the filthy garments and burden of our ſins, and 
which indeed reproved our madneſs, amidſt 
palms of victory and in garments of ſalvation, and 
with the joyous applauſe of angelic bands into the 
heavenly city, which has foundations. I praiſe and 
glorify thee, O illuſtrious Jesvs, thou Son of Da- 
vid, for the' ſolemn reverence juſtly ſhewn to thee 


this day by the people of 1/rae!, by the multitudes 


of whom that went before, and by thoſe that fol- 
lowed thee, as by the church that went before and 
by the church that followed after thee, thou waſt 
acknowledged and with loudeſt voices and hoſan- 
nas proclaimed the great king and prophet. I 
praiſe and honour thee for thy wonderful and in- 
vincible tenderneſs, for that thou wouldeſt of 
thine own accord come, according to the prophe- 
cy, meck, lowly and having ſalvation to theſe mur- 
derers, by whom thou then kneweſt thou waſt in 
a ſhort time to be ſlain, and for whoſe fins and 
evil doings againſt all the tender of thy good- will 
to gather them under the wings of thy love, thou 
didſt at this time pour out abundance of mo ; 

ore- 
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foretelling them what great evils and deſolations 
would follow all the preſent rejoicings. I praiſe 


and glorify thee alſo for thy fervent zeal ſhewn 
for the houſe of Gop againſt its moſt preſump- 
tuous defilers and audacious offenders. So that 
when thou hadſt entered the temple, (o wondrous 
work, when conſidered as performed by ane of 
thy poor appearance againſt ſuch a number !) thou 
didſt drive out both thoſe who /o/4 and bought 
therein, and the money-changers and bankers of 
that time, becauſe they had moſt profanely made 
the houſe of prayer a den of thieves, who robbed 
Gop of his honour, and their fellow-ſervants of 
their goods : Hereby leaving the governors of 
thy church in all ages a fair pattern of the ſpiri- 
rual diſcipline and cenſure they ſhould exerciſe in 
the love of thy church againſt the profaners of 
its communion. And as thou didſt appear on 
the one hand a ſevere exerciſer of exemplary diſ- 
cipline and cenſure on the unjuſt covetous men, 
ſo on the other thou waſt exceedingly kind and 
compaſſionate to the poor and diſeaſed, graciouſ- 
ly diſpenſing, to many the word of doctrine and 
relieving cures. 

2. O the unſpeakable power of CarisT! O 
the great piety of the Son of Gop Vbo can utter 
thy mighty afts ; who can ſhew forth all thy praiſe ? 
Remember me, JESUS, according to the favour thou 
beareſt unto thy people, and viſit me with thy ſalva- 
tion. Come, beloved Jesus, that I, ſeeing the 
telicity of thy choſen, may rejoice with thy peo- 
ple. I indeed am unworthy that thou ſhouldſt 
come under my fleſhly roof, but thou art lowly, 
as thou art meek, Come then to me, moſt gra- 
cious king, having ſalvation z come to give thy- 
ſelf and what is thine to me, borne to me on thy 

own 


0 

own ſeemingly weak ordinances. Be thou always 
received in thy redeeming love, by all the gifts 
of preventing grace that now go before thy clearer 
manifeſtation, and by all the gifts that follow after 
to make me ſhew forth thy praiſe, with a voice 
of joy and thankſgiving; gladly acknowledging 
thy God. bead and thy ſalvation, and aſcribing the 
robe of righteouſneſs and the palm of victory 
thou giveſt us to thee. And do thou bring me to the 
holy city, Feruſalem, not which flayeth the prophets, 
but which is built in heaven, where the celeſtial 
citizens live under the brightneſs of thy counte- 
nance, in what thou loveſt, and to what thou 
eameſt to gather us, in one body, in the higheſt 
concord and in perfect unity. Aſcend therefore 
upon me by nature, the fole of the aſs, refraining 
all the light and wanton motions of my fleſh, wich 
the bridle of continence. It is good for me to 
bear my Loxp and to be ſubject to his law of li- 
berty, nor to kick againſt his ſweet injunctions 
of obedience, but with patience and meekneſs to 
{ſuſtain the light burthen laid upon me in him. 
Nor ever mult I ceaſe from labour and ſpiritual 
progreſs, neither muſt I go any way either to the 
right hand or to the left, but muſt advance in ho- 
ly purpoſe in thy good old paths, until, under 
thy aſſiſtance and guidance, I ſhall come to the 
Feruſalem which is above, where there is eternal 
ace; and where, clothed with white robes and 
with palms of victory in my hands, I, together with 
all thy ſaints who have gone before and all that fol- 
Jow after, may ſing thy praiſe and proclaim thy 
glory amidſt the louder acclamations of heaven. 
For I fee that immenſe love in thy condeſcenſion 
ro appear thus lowly for me, which I muſt be 
harder than the ſtones not to perceive and rejoice 
at, 
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at; and under which, when many of the children of 


the kingdom thro' unbelief witheld their honour of 
thee, the ſtony-hearted Gentiles were ſoftened into 
all the joy of faith and gladſome adoration. There- 
fore exerciſed below in my feeble eſſays after the 
praiſe which TI believe and pray thou wilt perfect 
in me, thy weak child, I do, with the young 
Hebrew children, devoutly cry unto thee, Ho- 
ſanna to the Son of David, ſalvation in the higheſt. 
Hail king of the world, hail ſovereign of 
Iſrael, whoſe coming the prophets foretold from 
the foundation of the world, and whom the Jews 
this day received with acclamations of praiſe. I 
adore thee, I glorify thee, who cameſt to us in 
thy Father's name, to redeem us from the hand 
of the enemy, and with thy moſt precious blood 
to reconcile us to Gop the Father. Bleſſed, 
for ever bleſſed be thou, for ſuch wondrous, ſuch 
myſterious love. 

3. I beſeech thee, O Lox Dp Jesus CHRISH, to 
enter the temple of my heart, and purge out 
from me whatſoever pollution or profaneneſs 
thou ſhalt ſee there. Caſt forth from my taber- 
nacle all idols, falſe images, or ideas of Gop 
and his ways; all the various fancies of a worldly 
mind, all the ſeducing reſpects of perſons and 
places. Overturn the fleſhly tables of money, 
that covetous deſires may not enſnare me. Keep 
me, as a member of thy church, from betraying 
the innocent, who are to us as harmleſs as doves ; 
from ſelling the poor fora pair of ſhoes, or gloves, 
as the world ſpeaks; from eating themup by uſury ; 
and above all from making merchandize of ſouls 
in thy church. Forbid my affecting the abun- 
dance of temporary goods, leſt a fulneſs of bread 
ſhould at any time make me forget thee, _ 

coo 
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cool or extinguiſh my deſire of heavenly things: 
Lay hold on the ſcourge made up of the cords of 
thy love, and with n zeal for my ſalva- 


tion drive away all the evil fancies and foul 
ſuggeſtions of the devil, which this worſt and 
moſt deceitful of merchants and barterers, this 
worſt of biting uſurers, the devil, that means to 
eat up and devour our whole ſubſtance for a 
little worldly exchange, is frequently wont at 
the time of prayer in the church and elſewhere 
to preſent to us; leſt my ſoul, being grievouſly 
tempted, and ſubtly enticed by any of theſe vain 
deluſions, ſhould be drawn into compliance, and 
be wounded unawares. Help, O moſt valiant 
Jesvs, and ſuffer me not to be overcome by the 
ſnares of the devil and my own iniquity. Pre- 
ſerve me from all evil ; ſtrengthen me in all good- 
neſs, that, eſcaping the corruptions which are 
in the world thro? luſt, and the perils of ever- 
laſting condemnation, I may enter into thy joy 
in the eternal manſions of the holy Jeruſalem. Amen. 


. 


CH AP. XXIII. 


— 


* 


Of the ſupper of the LorD, in which after the ty- 
ic lamb, CRRISTH inſtituted the ſacrament of his 
moſt precious body and blood. 


Bleſs and thank thee, O Lorp JESUS CHRIST, 
thou bread of life which came down from heaven 
in form of human ſeed, into the wilderneſs of 
this world; thou fountain of ſalutary waters, 
pouring forth ſtreams of grace to thy people and 
their offspring, for thy moſt ſacred feaſt of the 


laſt ſupper with thy diſciples, which thou hadſt 
a long 


BT 
a long time exceedingly deſired, with the moſt 
longing affection, to celebrate; when thou, O 
Lox, the king of heaven and earth, didſt lo- 
vingly ſup at the ſame table which thou didſt pre- 
pare and ſpread for us in this deſert, and out of 
the ſame diſh with thy very diſciples, even with 
the impious Judas; and didſt at the ſupper ſweet- 
ly utter the words of holy exhortation, and by 
thy gentle admonition concerning thy fore-know- 
ledge of the ſecret of his heart, didſt ſtudy 
even to reclaim Judas from nis malicious purpoſe. 
I praiſe and glorify thee for the immenſe libera- 
lity of thy moſt excellent love, with which af- 
ter the ſacrifice and eating of the Paſchal lamb, 
to terminate the old law, thou didſt then firſt of 
the mincha, or meat-offering, in an upper room in- 


ſtitute and celebrate the ſacrifical ſervice under 


the new law, which was to remain till thou co- 
meſt again, and the ſacrament of thy moſt pre- 
cious body and blood, in remembrance of thy own 
moſt holy oblation and paſſion, and of thy perpetual 
love; delivering this ſame ſacrament, after thy giving 
of thanks for Gop's acceptance of thee for us, and 
after thy effectual benediction of it for this pur- 
poſe, with thy bleſſed hands in ſingular affection 
of devotion to all thy diſciples, to eat and to drink, 
that thou mighteſt dwell in them and they in thee 
and at the ſame time ſhewing to them and the 
prieſts their ſucceſſors to be ordained by them, an 
eſtabliſhed form of conſecration z; and thence- 
forward, even unto the end of the world, giving 
them full power and authority to celebrate theſe 
holy myſteries, to do on earth in thy name, what 
thyſelf doſt in heaven; to preſent and ſhew forth 
thy death, in this thine inſtituted memorial ſa- 
crifice to Gop, for the ſins of the whole _— 
an 
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and then tb ſeal to them by it, as a ſacrament; 
communion with the benefits of thy death, and 
their union in the participation of one body and 
one ſpirit. For thou haſt taught us, that none 
have communion with Gop but thro? thy ſacrifice 
for them, and that not words, but things are what 
we are reconciled by to GoD; and thro' which 
our words and prayers have acceptance. There- 
fore thou haſt given us theſe things, even thy own 
body and blood, wherewith to come before Gop, 
and with which therefore the Chriſtians of old daily 
came before thee ; as being the ground of the accep- 
| tance of their perſons, their prayers and their alms, 
rejoicing to ſhew forth, and glorying in the atone- 
ment. O the ſingular and admirable exhibition 
of heavenly love! O the overflowing liberality 
of divine bounty to us poor unworthy mortals ; 
where the giver, and ſuch a giver, becomes the 
gift; and where what is given is myſtically one 
with the giver, O worthy and never to be forgot- 
ten memorial! Here the faithſul has a ſolemn ſight 
of the inviolable juſtice, which will by no means 
clear the guilty : and an alarming view of the 
condemnation his ſins have laid him under. 
Here he has a moſt affecting proſpect of the love- 
ly mediation of the bleeding ſurety, who in his 

lace bared his breaſt to the avenging ſword, and 
a moſt delightful manifeſtation of that moſt 
availing ſacrifice of the body and blood of the 
Gop-man, which the Father has accepted for the 
remiſſion of his ſins, and which he ſhews forth 
and pleads with boldneſs for his diſcharge and for 
the completion of the promiſes of grace to him. 
Here melted into a hatred of the fins that are 
ſo abominable to Gop, and into ſorrow for the 


griefs he has brought on the redeemer, he ſtill 
; | pleaſingly 


( 65 ) 
pleaſingly recollects his own death dead in his death, 
and new and perpetual life diſcover'd in his beloved, 
whom he here receives, and by whom he moſt wil- 
lingly offers himſelf a holy, reaſonable and accep- 
table ſacrifice. O wonder above all wonders, 
and ſweetneſs tranſcending all ſweetneſs to have Gop 
truly, tho' myſtically preſent under the wonder- 
ful ſacrament ; whom the holy angels adore, as ex- 
alted far above themſelves in heaven appearing in 
glorious majeſty to them all ; to have him for 
our bread in this wilderneſs, who gave our fathers 
manna in the deſert : to have his blood to drink 
and to be ſprinkled on us, to purge our con- 
ſciences from dead works to ſerve the living Gop, 
who brought them ſafe from the deſtroyer 
out of Egypt, and this under the lowly forms 
of bread and wine; that the Creator might ſtill 
be manifeſt to us by the creature! By how much 
therefore the more wonderful and excellent thy 
love is in this holy inſtitution, with ſo much the 
more thankfulneſs and readineſs is it to be received 
by me ; for whom thou vouchſafeſt ro do wonder- 
ful works, when I deſerved not © the leaſt of thy 
% mercies”. Far then be it from me that the 
exceeding greatneſs of the myſtery ſhould be a 
hindrance to the lowlineſs of my faith, and ſhould 
make me © forſake my own mercies“; for this I 
ſhould indeed do, cruel to myſelf, by refuſing to 
ſhew forth thy death, by denying thee a dwelling- 
place in my heart, who art only mercy, the ſure 
mercies of David. For I ſee I cannot have the 
faith of the goſpel, or be thy diſciple, if I do not 
what thou didſt command thy diſciples to do, if 
I do not hear thee ſay unto me, © Take, eat, this 
&« 7s my body, Drink-of * for this is my 
| | an 
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and obey thee not; if I do not by faith ſhew to 
Gop in this memorial ſacrifice thy body and 
blood, as the ranſom tor the remiſſion of my ſins, 
nor eat of that bread of which thou haſt ſaid, 
„% whoſcever cateth ſhall live for ever”, nor drink 
of that cup, of which whoſoever “ drinketh ſhall 


© never thirſt”. In order to a proper oblation of 


theſe holy myiteries and to a worthy participation 
of the communion of this moſt holy ſacrament, 
grant me, O moſt ſweet JEsus, to follow him, 
who is provided to meet us in our going to the 
heavenly city, bringing the water of purification 
to us in his earthen velſel, and whom thou makeſt 
my guide to bring me into the hoyſe or church, which 
is at thy diſpoſal. Cauſe me to make ready, ac- 
.cording to thy commandment, the upper room of my 
ſoul, the innermoſt parts”, furniſhed with thy 
truth, and not to be content with the outward bo- 
dily ſervice; knowing that though by this inferior 
part of me thou doſt enter in this inſtitution, yet it 
is in the ſoul thou ſuppeſt and communeſt with the 
diſciple. Vouchſate me therefore a ſelf-judging 
heart, that I may not be judged by thee ; a heart 
convinced of my guilt under thy light, of Gop's 
Juſtice, and of my danger without thy ſalvation; 
a heart truly contrite for all my ingratitude and 
unbelief, an undiſſembling conſcience to ſearch 
and confeſs them, and a mind lifted up in fervent 
prayer for the remiſſion of them; a firm faith, ap- 
prehending and pleading thy atonement, as exhi- 
bited by thee in heaven and ſhewn forth by thy 
prieſt in thy name on earth; and a ſenſe of the great- 
neſs of that fiery indignation and bruiſing thou 
didſt ſuffer, to be this bread, and of the wine-preſs 
of the wrath thou didft undergo, to yield me this 
blood. Give me a ſtedfaſt hope in their availance 

for 


. PREY — —— 9" 


| (6 ) 

for my acceptance, and of the ſupply of thy Spi- 
rit thereby; an ardent affection, a weeping devo- 
tion, reverence with love and holy trem- 
bling; good-will to thy members, with love for 
my enemies; a profound deſire. after the new life 
which is by the taith of thee, and after peaceable 
union with thy church thro' a fellowſhip with 
the Spirit; a ſtrong inclination of mind to thy com- 
mandments and a liberal ſoul, that I may not ap- 
pear empty before thee, together with deep thanks, 
flowing trom a true humiliation of heart in thy 
preſence ; that coming as a patient believer I may 
find thee righteouſneſs amidſt my guilt, ſtrength 
in my weakneſs, ſanctification amidſt my cor- 
ruptions, life in my death, glory in my confu- 
ſion, by thy moſt meritorious oblation pre- 
ſented to appeaſe the excellency of the divine ma- 


jeſty. So that opening my heart to thee, thou 


mayſt /up with me, bearing away my guilt and 
fins, and I with thee, feaſted with the ſatisfaction 
in thy body and the peace in thy blood; reple- 
niſhed at thy holy altar with thee, the true e- 
Bread, which has fed and ſatisfied the juſtice of Gop; 
and nouriſhed with the gifts of thy renewing 
grace, to make me conform to thy holy mag : 
that, being ſanctified by thee,” as accepted in 
thee, I may in the end be glorifted with thee. 
Amen. | 
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CH A P. XXIV. 


Of the waſhing of the feet of the diſciples and of the 
ſacred diſcourſe of Jes us at ſupper. 


I, I Bleſs and thank thee, O Lok D Jesus CHRIST, 
thou moſt holy king of ſaints”, who 
F 2 « reſiſteth 
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c reſiſteth the proud, but giveth more grace to 
„the humble”, for that very great example of 
thy moſt profound humility, which thou, miniſ- 
tring as a ſervant, haſt ſhewn and left to us for 
our imitation, as well as to point out the great 
deſign of thy coming ; whilſt thou, the moſt holy 
God, confounding the ſelf exalting pride of man, 
that 1s but duſt and aſhes, by the contraſt, didſt ſo 
exceedingly humble thyſelf for us, as to deign 
with thy bleſſed hands, and on bended knees, in 
the ſight of Gop and of the angels of heaven for the 
ſatisfaction; of-incenſed juſtice, moſt affectionately 
to waſh and wipe the feet of the poor fiſhermen, 
thy ſervants, whom thou didft 1 call from the 
troubled waters of this world, and who were by na- 
ture en of wrath”, and “ polluted in 
blood”. . I praiſe thee for thy gracious remon- 
ſtrance to thy apoſtle Peter, when he declined 
thy waſhing ; repreſenting to him, that if thou 
didſt not waſh him he had no part in thee, in or- 
der to enforce unto every perſon the neceſſity of 
ſubmitting to thy waſhing, even tho' he had the 
graces of an apoſtle. Nay, to prove to us the 
vaſt comprehenſion of thy grace, diſpenſed with- 
out reſpect of perſons, thou didſt not omit to 
.waſh, in like condeſcending love, the feet of thy 
very 8 enemy, of thy moſt wicked be- 
trayer, which were then “ ſwift to ſhed blood ;” 
tho' he ungrateful for ſuch great benefits, like 

the ſow that was waſhed, returned fo wallow in his 
© mire” of iniquity, and did obſtinately perſiſt 
in his depravity, foul and unwaſhed within; and, 
making his /aft tate worſe than the firſt, did him- 
ſelf become'an abode for the devil, which he had 
with the apoſtles in thy name and authority often 
caſt out of others. O wonderfully great benign- 


ity 
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ity towards ſo inflexible and ſtubborn a diſciple ! 
O moſt friendly obſequiouſneſs from the moſt 
gracious LoRp to ſuch a moſt impious ſervant, 
who was ſo greatly hardened, that he was not 
brought off from his conceived miſchief by the 
familiarity of his maſter at the feaſt, nor by the 
kindneſs of his lowly ſervice, nor by the ſweet- 


neſs of his affectionate ſpeech, enforcing their 


love by a manifeltation of his ſingular regard for 


them. I praiſe and glorify thee for thy loving 


continuance at this laſt holy ſupper, at which thou 


didſt perform ſo many wondertul works of love, 
whoſe due commemoration no times, no moments 
are ſufficient for, but is a taſk to which eternity a- 
lone is equal. I praiſe and glorify thee, O Jesvs, 
thou beſt comforter, thou ſweeteſt inſtructor and 
moſt powerful ſtrengthener, for that laſt and long 
and divine diſcourſe, full of the holy fire of love 
and of the honey- comb of ſweetneſs, which thou 
didſt with moſt clear voice after the waſhing of 
the feet and the withdrawing of the traitor Judas, 
deliver unto thy diſciples. By which thou didſt 
ſtudy to ſtrengthen and comfort their ſorrowful 
ar:d heavy hearts againſt approaching tribulations ; 


promiſing them in a collection of moſt beautiful, 


becauſe divine, and invigorating ſentences, full 
of grace and truth, certain hopes of thy glorious 
reſurrection, of their confirmation by the co- 
ming of the Comforter, and of their aſſumption 
from this ſorrowful ſtate, this vale of tears into 
the heavenly manſion of thy Father. And with 
all that is within me do I adore and thank thee 
for thy moſt fervent and effectual interceſſion and 
prayer which thou, having finiſhed the work which 
was given thee to do, and lifting up thine eyes to 
heaven, didſt at the cloſe of thy diſcourſe pour 
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forth for them which had believed thy word, and for 
them which ſhould “ believe on” thee ©* thro? their 
word” and miniſtry ; that they might be kept from 
the evil in the world and © ſanctified through the 
truth”, that being united to thee, they might be 
united to the Father by thee, and that the love 
wherewith thou waſt loved of him might be in 
them; molt - graciouſly commending them all 
alike to him, in true union of heart in thee; as 
thou didſt exprels 1 it, „that they may be one, even 
as we are one;” and molt bountitully entailing 
on them the rich reverſion of thine inheritance, 
in theſe memorable words of thy precious teſ- 
tament, which thou waſt about to die to give 
force to, Father, I will that they alſo, whom thou 
e haſt given me, be with me where I am, that 
** they may behold my glory which thou haſt 
given me.” 

2, From hence thou wenteſt with thy diſciples 
over the brook Cedron, as David once from the 
face of his enemy; retiring into the garden in 
the mount of Olives, apart from the hurry of the 
people, and particularly adapted to the purpoles 
of holy recollection and meditation, and the ſe- 
cret buſineſs of prayer; and didſt there prepare 
thyſelf for the beginning of ſorrows, and for thy 
ſacred ſuffering of the wrath of Gor, which our 
fins had moſt juſtly deſerved, in theſe words, 
% Tarry ye here and watch with me, until I go 
„ yonder and pray.” I beſeech thee now therefore, 
O moſt gracious Jzsvs, my beloved Maſter and 
deareſt Logy, that thou wouldeſt grant me, a 
molt vile ſinner, and the unworthieſt of thy bought- 
ſervants, moſt atrentively to meditate on ſo hea- 
venly a ſubject, and ſuch lively examples in thy 
| (ting, Eſpecially give me heartily to bow m_ 
this 
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this moſt {tiff neck of mine, utterly to over- 
come my pride, to deſpiſe the ſhame of men, 
and to ſubdue me to an entire conformity unto thee 
that I may be prepared to all works of humility 
and lowly miniſtration in love; ſo that I may 
learn to beſtow the ſervices of true piety to the 
ſouls and bodies of others; not only on devour ' 
brethren and friends of agreeable diſpoſitions or 
forms, but alſo on thoſe who are mine enemies 
and ſhall ſeek my hurt, nay my life; and who 
have exceedingly diſtorted manners or limbs. Let 
it not ſeem unbecoming or be grievous to me thy 
poor ſervant to bow down my face to the ground, 
in the preſence of my Loxp and the congrega- 
tion, and falling low on my knees before thy 
foot ſtool, to aſk pardon for my fins, negligences 
and ignorances ; neither to ſtoop, whatever high 
rank we are in, to perſons of the loweſt degree, 
to do them good, tho' it be to waſh their feet 
when thou, my Gop, didſt not abhor the bend- 
ing of thy molt holy knees before thy diſciples, 


in order to waſh them. Therefore admoniſhed- 


by thy example, help me to perform what I hear 
and read of thee. But becauſe I am very full of 
defects, and polluted with many evil affections, 
having had my feet run to evil in the filthineſs' 
of the fleſh; I have of courſe need of great clean- 
ſing from thee, to waſh away my ſins. To thee 
therefore, the ſprinkler of many nations, I ſtretch 
forth my hands as a thirſty land, and humbly 
bend the knees of my heart, praying that thou 
wouldſt vouchſafe lovingly and purely to waſh my 
feet, and to cleanſe my goings from the mire of 
| fin, ſince thou haſt told me this purification ſhould 
allo be effectual to the waſhing of my hands from 
wicked works, and my head from evil thoughts 
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and converſation. For in many things I have dai- 
ly and hourly offended againſt thee, in thought, 
word and work, as well by omiflion of what 

I ought to have done, as commiſſion of what I 
ought not to have done. But thou wouldſt not 
only that I ſhould have thy purification thro' thy 
righteouſneſs, as waters, cleanſing me, in my head 
or my mouth; not only that 1 ſhould have it with 


the means of grace in my hands; but that I ſhould 


actually tand by the faith of it thro'ꝰ theſe means of 
thy appointment, and walk in thy ſtrength : he, 
who ſtandeth in thy righteouſneſs by faith, that 
he may walk in thy ways, being clean” through- 
out and “every whit”. 

3. Waſh me therefore, O moſt meek and lowly 
Jz$vs,who didſt lay aſide thy garments” of glory 
tor me, and waſt girt about with my nature; waſh 
me from the foulneſs of my offences; cleanſe me 
from all filthineſs of fleſh and fpirit, that being 
fully purged thro” the water and blood ſhed out of 
thy fide, under the celeſtial ſeals of thy king- 
dom in the ſacraments, I may have a part with 
thee in the eternal felicity, which thou haſt pro- 
miſed to give to all thy beloved, who continue 
with thee in thy temptations. Never ſuffer me 
after receiving thy waſhing of me, any more 
to become an abode for Satan, and to return to 
my wickedneſs with the evil doers; neither to 
conceive, much leſs to perſiſt in any purpoſe 

againſt thee or thy myſtic body, the church. O 
Logp, who halt ſo tenderly to thy own humilia- 
tion miniſtered the water of purification to me, 
when an enemy, open alſo the underſtanding 
of my heart clearly to apprehend the ſpirit and 
import of the moſt ſweet diſcourſes of thy mouth, 
which thou, kindly ſpeaking “a word in ſeaſon 
4 to 
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to the weary,” didſt deliver at the ſupper : for 
theſe are the words of the moſt fervent affection, 
of the moſt delightful conſolation, of the moſt 
excellent wiſdom, Write the new command- 
ment, “ love one another, as I have loved you,” 
in my heart, with thy ſpirit, that my ſoul may 
be inflamed with the two-fold love of friends and 
foes, and that all men may by this know that I am 
thy diſciple. Comfort me, I beſeech thee, in 
all tribulation, and inſtead of giving me up to 
ſecular delights and the pleaſures of the world, 
our into me the moſt ſweet conſolation of the 
Holy Ghoſt, uniting me by faith to thee, and 
to the Father by and in thee, together with thy 
holy catholic church. Give me the true peace of 
heart in thee, which. the world cannot give, and 
no man can take from me, even thy peace, thy 
peace with Gop and from Gon; thy peace with 
thy and my brethren ; thy peace in my thought; 
thy peace in my ſpeech; thy peace in my life, 
and thy peace at the laſt in the eternal realms 
of peace. Give me the Spirit, whom the 
world fees not, neither knows, neither can 
receive; who may be an advocate for thee in 
my heart, calling me off from the world, to 
believe ſo in thee thro? thy apoſtolic miniſtry, 
that thy promiſes to ſuch may be fulfilled in me; 
that the love wherewith the Father loved thee, 
may by thee dwell in me, to make me like unto 
thee z and that I may be of the number of the 
bleſſed inheritors, under thy laſt will, of thy 
kingdom and thy glory. Come, Logp Jzsvs, 
and vouchſafe to make thy abode with me, that 
thou in me, and J in thee may dwell together in 
one. Amen. 


The Exp of the FIRST Part. 
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PART teSECON D. 


Of the Paſſion of CHRITST until his 
Reſurrection, according to the four 
>. 
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CHAP. I. 


Of the felt ng of Jesus by the perfidious traitor 
Judas, 


Bleſs and 8 thee, O LoxD Jesus CHRIST T, 
thou moſt ſupreme goodneſs, and thou moſt 
eternal majeſty, *© who keepeſt covenant and 
* mercy,” who giveſt worth to all that is pre- 
cious, for ſubmitting (O myſterious love !) to the 
unjuſt ſale of thee for ſo low and mean a price 
as thirty pieces of ſilver, at which thou, fulfil- 
ling the ſcriptures, waſt moſt baſely valued and 
ſold by thine own diſciple. _ I praiſe and honour 
thee for thy moſt mild ſufferance ot this perfidious 
diſciple, that thou waſt not incenſed, nor ſpakeſt 
ſeverely againſt him, but waſt, to ſhew thy exceed- 
ing love to thy greateſt foes, ©* troubled in ſpirit” 
for him, that he, one of tbe twelve, ſhould be- 
tray thee ; that thou didſt not immediately diſ- 
cover his wicked deligns to others, when — 
eac 
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each enquiring ſaid, © Is it I?” nor even af- 
ter the conceiving of ſuch great wickedneſs, 
ſuſpend him from the holy apoſtolic function and 
ſacred communion, tho* thou fore-ſaweſt that 
he was haſtening to betray thee, by whoſe boun- 
ty he was ſo lately fed. O moſt meek LoxD 
Jzsvs, how excellent is thy patience, how great 

my impatience | B 
2. Alas for me! that I can fo very little bear 
with my offending brother, if he has ſaid or done 
any thing againſt me; nay, many times, when 
there is bur a little ground for ſome ſuſpicions 
againſt him. Thou, without the leaſt complaint, 
did{t bear with Judas thy diſciple, at the very inſtant 
he was about to lift up his heel againſt thee, and 
to fell and betray thee to have thine honour 
laid in the duſt, whoſe breath it was that was in 
his noſtrils ; and whom thou hadſt ſupported 
from his mother's womb even until now. I on 
the contrary, tho* commanded to forgive by thee 
from whom I have all the ability to do good, 
and againſt whom the offence ultimately lays, am 
ſoon provoked by a little injury, eſpecially from 
him, to whom thou haſt at any time made me a 
benefactor, and deviſe various methods to avenge 
or excuſe myſelf. Where then is my meckneſs 
and patience ? Help me thou good Jzsus, that 
no evil works, much leſs ſuſpicions of evil, may 
excite me to relentment; but rather let me, at- 
ter thy holy example, be troubled that any one, 
much more that mine own familiar friend or ac- 
quaintance ſhould offend me or ſeek my hurt. 
And do'thou plant more abundantly in my heart 
the virtue of thy meekneſs, that it may bring 
forth fruits in all long-ſuffering and forbearance : 
for without thy - ſpecial grace and inſpiration I 
1 cannot 
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cannot enjoy the advantage of tranquility of mind 
amidſt fuch contradictions of ſinners, and ſuch 
oppolitions as are in this world, and as thou 
| haſt told me afore-hand will befall me. Grant 
me therefore, adorable ſaviour, the ſpirit of 
ſupplication for thy grace, in order to the pre- 
paring. of me unto all long-ſuffering with pati- 
ence. And particularly vouchſafe me to exa- 
mine myſelf, before Þ preſume to come to thy 
table, whether there is in me any con-eived malice 
evil purpoſe againſt thee in thy church or mem- 
ber, whether it is I that am about to betray thee; 
that Satan may not afterwards enter into my 
heart, ſo as to induce me to give thee up in them 
fora little woridly lucre ; but that I may there 
have a place in the boſom of thy love. 


—_— 


Cr H. 


Of the ſorrow and dread of Jesus, borne by bin 
for us. 


Bleſs and thank thee, O Lord JESUS CHRIST, 

thou maker and redeemer of all believers, and 
at whoſe © right hand are pleaſures for evermore,” 
for the very painful commencement of thy moſt 
bitter paſſion, for the exceeding great ſadneſs of 
thy ſoul, for the trouble and dread in the weak- 
neſs of the fleſh, which thou didft ſo voluntarily 
aſſume for us, when thou didſt, on the 
approach of the hour of thy being betrayed, begin 


to be heavy and to be afraid and ſorrowful: and 
waſt not aſhamed openly to acknowledge this 
thy ſorrow in the ears of thy diſciples, ſaying, 


* my foul is exceeding ſorrowful even unto 
death.“ 
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« death.” O wonderful diſpenſation of Gop ! 
Thou, Lon b of all power and might, who a lit- 
tle before hadſt girded thy diſciples with ſtrength 
to the good fight of faith, now carrieſt thy- 
ſelf like an infirm perſon, as if thou watt deſti- 
tute of all ſtrength and courage. Which how- 
ever thou moſt ſalutarily didſt for to comfort 
us, weak and puſillanimous mortals, leſt per- 
haps ſome one, more ſeverely tempted, ſhould 
at any time deſpair of pardon or ſalvation, if he, 
leſs chearfully difpoſed to endure or'to under- 
go ſome things contrary to the fleſh, ſhould be found 
tearful and ſad; ſo as to be able however to ſay, 
what we read thou didſt ſay, © neverthelefs not 
my will, but thine be done.” I beſeech thee, 'O 
molt loving Jzsus, my only hope in all tribula- 
tion and ſtraits, make me, with a compaſſtonare 
heart, diligently to examine the doleful begin- 
nings of thy bleſſed paſſion, and from this fad be- 
ginning, gradually to aſcend to the contempla- 
tion of the more bitter parts of ir, that in every 
ſtep of thy griefs for me I may apprehend a ſa- 


ving remedy to my foul. And tho' I may be in 


fear and heavineſs, under the burden of fin and 
under thy viſitations, thro* the infirmity of my 
fleſh, yet let me never make any harſh concluſions 


from thence againſt thy love of me, fo as to be 
ſwallowed up of ſorrow, ſince thou, the beloved 


of Gop, waſt thus afflicted. But grant me the 


ſame mind that was in thee, and patiently to ſuf- 
fer whatever ſorrows await me, for the glory of 


thy name, not becauſe cf manifold tribulations to 
fall into deſpair, but wholly to reſign myſelf to the 
good pleaſure of thy eternal purpoſe, that thy 
ſtrength may be made perfect in my weaknels. 


CHAP 
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Of the thrice repeated prayer of IE sus, of his Bloody 
feveat, of the ſtrengthening by the angel; and of 
be renouncing of his own will. | 


1] Bleſs and thank thee, OLorp Jesus CnuRrisT;, 

thou ſuſtainer of angels, thou refuge of the 
oppreſſed, for thy earneſt ſupplication and hum- 
ble proſtration on-the ground, on which thou, 
ſhaming the haughtineſs of men, didſt thrice with 
bended knees devoutly and earneſtly intreat thy 
heavenly Father, that if it were poſſible the cup 
of the paſſion might paſs from thee; but with this 
_ addition, ** nevertheleſs, not my will, but thine 
be done”. I praiſe and glorify thee for thy 
ſtrong encounter with the horrors of deathand with 
the anguiſh of thy moſt bitter paſſion, when thou 
walt inflamed with ſo much divine love, as to ex- 
clude all human fear. I praiſe and thank thee for 
the large effuſion of thy bloody ſweat, when thou, 
% being in an agony,” confounding the coldneſs 
of our devotion and affection, didſt pray more 
fervently, and, contrary to nature, didſt under a 
ſenſe of the fiery wrath of avenging juſtice for 
our ſin, tho' mitigated by the mediation of. thy 
divine nature, abundantly ſweat great drops of 
blood from thy body ; laying with the numerous 
orifices on the cold earth, and having thy * belly 
* cleave to the ground”, I adore and glorify 
thee. for thy receiving of the heavenly ſtrength 
and ſupport, which thou, the mighty creator and 
potent ruler of the angelic hoſt, didſt not decline 
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to have miniſtered unto thee for the ſtrengthening 
of our weakneſs, that we may be taugat and 
may. deſire, when dejected in the ſtruggle and 
agony of our ſoul to have recourſe, not to the 
tranſitory comforts of this world, but to celeſtial 
aids and conſolations, which thou haſt here ſhewn 
me are ever at hand to help thy members, who de- 
nying themſelves do give their ſouls up to Gop. O 
molt ſweet Jesus, with what great ardour.of af- 
fection didſt thou love me, who wouldſt ſo fer- 
vently pray for me; with what ſeverity of wrath 
didſt thou perceive the cup filled, who was ſo 
wonderfully affected with it, and ſo pained at 
thy very heart, under the alarm of this war againſt 
tkee, that thou, thro” this great deſire of the ac- 
compliſhment of thy ſad ſuffering, and thro” the 
ſharpneſs of the arrows of indignation,wouldſt,over 
and above the natural moiſture, ſweat warm 
blood, flowing forth in great drops to the ground! 
For this was the ſolemn hour thy terrors were 
called round about thee z when thou hadiſt cauſe 
to ſay, My heart is ſore pained within me; 
and the terrors of death are fallen upon me. 
“ Feartulneſs and trembling are come upon me, 
* and. horror hath overwhelmed me. O that I 
had wings like a dove, for then would I fly 
* away and be at reſt; lo! then would I wander 
< afar off and remain in the wilderneſs. Thou haſt 
* made us to drink the wine of aſtoniſhment. . I 
“am afflifted and ready to die from my youth 
up; while I ſuffer thy terrors I am troubled. 
My foul is full of troubles and my life draweth 
* nigh unto the grave.“ Nay, compared with 
this, David's great ſorrow, when flying from his 
traiterous foes he went over this mount, weeping 


as he went, was joy and gladneſs. But thou, 
high 
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high and excellent in the holy unction of ever- 
laſting love, wouldſt love us to the end, and 
therefore wouldſt on the mount of Olives ſuffer all 
this ſorrow for us; and in a garden too, that 
where ſin had entered the puniſhment might take 
place; and man in thee be delivered up to the ſad 
execution of divine juſtice, where man had tranſ- 
greſſed the divine law: and this, with ſo much chear- 
fulneſs, that thou couldſt, (O wondrous work of 
love!) forgetting as it were thine own pain, re- 
Joice in ſuch a tribulation, as ſhould bring me ſuch 
an effectual cure, finging a hymn at the proſpect 

of our being lifted up thro” thy proſtration. 
2. I praiſe and honour rhee therefore with per- 
al honour, thou greateſt lover of my ſoul 
and moſt ſingular exemplar of my life, as for 
this, ſo for the full refignation of thyſelf, for the 
renouncing of thine own will and of the 
inclination of the ſenſitive part of thee ; with 
which thou didſt naturally ſhun puniſhment and 
death: and notwithſtanding this, when the hour of 
thy ſuffering was come, didſt without any, even the 
leaſt reſiſtance or contradiction, voluntarily and 
freely ſurrender thyſelf and thy life, which no 
man could otherwiſe have taken from thee, to do 
the will of thy Father, ſaying, © Father, not my 
« will, but thine be done.” By which ſpeech 
thou didſt indeed moſt highly glorify thy heaven- 
ly Father, moſt amply merit for us, moſt power- 
fully vanquiſh the devil, and moſt evidently ma- 
nifeſt to all the faithful, the beauty of thy per- 
fection, the ſign of our ſalvation and the, way to 
conſummate virtue. O adorable and ever me- 
morable Jzxsvs, who didſt thus fervently pray 
and freely give thyſelf up to be a ſacrifice for men 
and for the diſciples ; who didſt watch and pray 
81 not 
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not even © one hour” at thy commandment, let 
they ſhould © enter into temptation ;” but were hea- 
vy and ſlept for ſorrow. I moſt earneſtly pray 
thee by thy moſt holy interceſſion and reſigna- 
tion to pardon all my greater ſloth amidſt ſo ma- 
ny temptations as ſurround me; to forgive the 
paſt riſings of my will againſt thc?, and my re- 
fractory murmurings and unwillingneſs to drink 
of the cup which thou didſt drink of ; to vouch- 
ſafe me, after the participation of thy celeſtial boun- 
ty at thy table, ſuch a portion of the unction of 
the Spirit, O thou holy one of Mael, that I may 
be able to rejoice in a tribulation which will bring 

lory to thee, and will work unto the edification 
of thy church and to my own eternal good; and 
may have it in all readineſs, thence-forth to ſub- 
mit to thy infinitely juſt and wiſe will in the faith 
of thy promiſes ; ſo that I may enjoy the fruit of thy 
thrice-repeated ſupplication, and, in my chriſtian 
courſe, have a willing heart created in me 
to imitate this moſt illuſtrious example of thy 
ſelf-denial in the religion I have embraced, and 
in the garden of thy church. Grant me alſo, 
ſtrong in the power of thy might, man-fully to 
ſubdue the fleſh which is contrary to the ſpirit ; 
to caſt away all carnal fear; frequently to have 
recourſe after thy example to repeated prayer and 
ſupplication; watchfully to continue in it; piouſ- 
ly to hope for thy moſt gracious help; confident- 
ly to commit the iſſue of every thing unto thee, 
entirely to renounce my own will, and always to 
have a mind prepared patiently to ſuffer all things 


tor thy ſake. Amen. 


. 
rr ty; 


Of the voluntary going of IJxsus to his paſſion, and 
his great meekneſs at ihe time of his ſurrendering 


himſelf. 
1.1 Bleſs and thank thee, OLoR DI E Sus CHRISTTF, 


our deliverer and ſaviour, for thy volunta- 

ry readineſs to ſuffer ; when after having offered 
thy prayer thrice to Gop the Father, that F it 
were poſſible, conſiſtently with, his juſtice and 
man's ſalvation, the full-mixed cup might 
aſs from thee, thou, upon the coming forth of 
thy moſt cruel enemies, in the darkneſs of the 
night, with the moſt impious traitor Judas, to- 
gether with a great multitude with ſwords and 
ſtaves, with torches and weapons, as if to take 
ſome thief, didſt preſently go forward of thine 
own accord to meet them, ſaying, © Whom ſeek 
« ye? I AM” If therefore ye ſeek me, let 
te theſe go their way”. At which firſt word of 
thy power, which ſpoke the heavens and the earth 
into being, all their lofry looks were brought low, 
their haughtyinſolence was troubled and under-went 
a ruinous confuſion. For immediately going 
backwards, after thy proclaiming thyſelf, 1 AM, 
before whom holy men of old bowed down, they 
fell together to the ground; giving unto all, who 
ſhould afterwards take counſel againſt thee in thy 
church or brethren, a ſolemn repreſentation of that 
ſhameful overthrow they ſhould have before thee : 
and that they, who ſhall lay ſnares for thy my? 
body, cannot do it without falling in the midit of 
them; and without fulfilling, as theſe did, who 
came to apprehend thee, this prophecy of the Spi- 
rit 
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rit in David. When my foes came to eat up 
« my fleſh, they ſtumbled and fell, Mine ene- 
% mies ſhall be driven back, they ſhall fall”. 
What therefore would have been the fad conſe- 
quence, it “ more than twelve legions of angels“ 
had been aſked and had come ? How would ſwift 
deſtruction have devoured them, and they have 
periſhed at thy preſence ! But thou, who cameſt 
e not to deſtroy men's lives, but to ſave them“, 
and therefore to ſuffer, wouldſt not exert the di- 
vine power againſt thy foes, but didſt chuſe ra- 
ther to diſplay the moſt kind and tender for- 
bearance. Indeed thou didft diſcover by a ſingle 
word, how much thou wert able to do by the full 
exertion of thy commands,againſt thoſe who came 
with Janthorns and torches. But notwithſtanding this 
thou didſt permit the ungodly in the darkneſs of 
their minds, and in all the rage of their wickedneſs, 
to tyrannize over thee for an hour, and the pow- 
ers of darkneſs violently to exerciſe their foul ma- 
lignity againſt thee in the night, a time beſt cor- 
reſponding with their black deſigns; that thou 
mighteſt demonſtrate, not only that it is under the 
gloomy influence of the prince of darkneſs and 
in darkneſs of mind, that men deviſe ought con- 
trary to thee, with the /Jjghts they borrow and 
the authority they hold from thee, ſearching thee 
out, as if thou wert a thief or robber, who ſtole 
glory from Gop and aſſent from men; but alſo 
that thou waſt not over · powered by the madneſs 
of the people, and conſtrained to ſuffer; but that 
thou wouldſt be a free- will- offering, and of thine 
own accord ſuffer to accompliſh the work of our re- 
demption, and to fulfil the ſcriptures of the prophets. 

2, I praiſe and glorify thee, O thou moſt in- 


nocent lamb of Gop, J=sus CHRIST, for thy 
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ineffable meekneſs and the invincible power of thy 
mildneſs; that thou waſt not at all incenſed 
againſt thy moſt treacherous betrayer, neither didſt 
with any indignation avoid his preſence; but on 
the contrary didſt honour him with friendly ad- 
dreſs, calling him after thy uſual goodneſs by the 
title of friend; dwdſt moſt lovingly indulge 
him with what he was not worthy of, with the 
moſt ſweet kiſs of thy holy mouth, ſaying, 
« Friend, why cameſt thou hither?” and whole 
raſhneſs, treachery and impiety thou didſt in theſe 
humble terms reprove, Judas, betrayeſt thou 
c the Son of man with a kifs ?” But alas! he, 
neither afraid of his judgments, nor ſoftened by 
his friendly loving-kindneſs towards him, did not 
refrain his hands from his moſt grievous wicked- 
neſs, but became the leader of a wicked band, 
who was before the companion of the apoſtles ; 
giving them a ſign, ſaying, * Whomſoever I 
& ſhall kiſs, that ſame is he; hold him faſt”, 
O moſt wicked and ungrateful diſciple to ſuch a 
' moſt kind maſter ! O moſt perfidious ſervant to 
ſuch a moſt loving, faithful lord. O how wonder- 
ful is thy graciouſneſs, how excellent thy patience, 
O moſt marvellous Jesus, who, amidit fo great a 
perſecution and ſuch a baſe and treacherous be- 
traying of thee into the hands of the ungodly, didſt 
not forget thy antient friendſhip and ſweetneſs, 
but for ſo capital an injury didſt confer the bene- 
fit of healing: whilſt with the touch of thy ſa» 
cred hands thou didit reftore the ear of the high- 
prieſt's ſervant, which was cut off; and didſt with- 
hold Peter, who with “ zeal without knowledge” 
undertook to be thy avenger, from hurting the 
bold aſſailants of thy perſon ; ſaying, Put up 
again thy ſword into its place: For all they = 

take 
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« take the ſword [on ſuch an account] ſhall 
* periſh with the ſword. The cup which my Fa- 
ther hath given me, ſhall I not drink it?“ For 
thus it muſt needs have been. Now I beſeech 
thee, O my Gop, beſtow on me, a frail reed, ſo 
ſubject to be toſt about with every guſt of paſ- 
ſion, more abundant patience in adverſity. Let 
not {ſudden wrath overcome me, nor a paſſionate 
defire of revenge inflame me to ule carnal wea- 
pons, when my enemy rudely inſults me, when 
I am ſearched out, or ſome charges are brought 
againſt me, which I think myſelt innocent of ; and 
by thole who have taken “ ſweet counſel together 
ce with me.” Grant me not to fear the accuſer, 
but to take his reproaches in good part, and even to 
eſteem him my fiend, who hardly accules or op- 
preſſes me, giving patience an opportunity to 
have its perfect work. Let not any indignation 
at the ſeverity that is ſhewn me riſe in my breaſt, 
nor the remembrance of an unjuſt offence abide 
in me. But let thy moſt kind endurance of evil 
for me ſtrengthen me in a willing mind to all 
long-ſuffering with patience, . working in me a 
readineſs even to ſuffer greater tribulation for the 
love of thee : and never, never let me betray thee, 
in thy church, or brethren, or in myſelf, to re- 
proach and ſuffering with a K of mete external 
profeſſion. > 23, | 


CHAP, V. 


Of the taking, binding and leading away Jesus 
to Annas the bigb. prieſt. 

1. J Bleſs and thank thee, OLoR D IESVS CHRIST, 

I thou hope of the ſaints, and their tower of 

ſtrength in all tribulation, for ſuffering the for- 


cible ſeizure of thee by hateful enemies; the 
G 3 audacious 
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audacious putting forth of the ſacrilegious hands, 
which ſought to apprehend thee ; their fierce 
aſpect towards thee, and the threatening clamours 
of the armed multitude z for enduring their hard 
and crue binding of thee ; their cloſe and ſavage 
detention of thee; their haſty and confuſive hur- 
rying of thee away, and that infamous treatment; 
when with moſt offenſive provocation and furious tu- 
mult thou waſt dragged by the molt vile and abject 
vagabonds to the ſlaughter ; thy moſt dear diſci- 
ples flying away and looking on thee afar off with 

eat wailing, ſorrow and amaze. O Lorp, 
thou king of kings, who ruleſt all creatures, who 
art alone free amongſt men, and by whoſe gift it 
is that any of them have true liberty and are made 
free, on what account didſt thou ſuffer thyſelf 
thus violently to be taken by wicked hands, and ſo 
ſhamefully tobe carried away by the men whom thou 
didft create, and to whom thou ever didſt good ? 
Alas! what great, what unprecedented wicked- 
neſs is this which is committed againſt thee! How 
impiouſly derogatory to thy omnipotence, for to 
preſume to bind thee, the deliverer of ſouls, © who 
* bindeth the waters in the thick clouds and the 
« floods from overflowing”, with the cords of 
condemned criminals, cords which had been in- 
deed leſs than the withes to Samſon, without thy 
ſubmiſſion to be tied with them. How derogatory 
to thy majeſty to lead thee away captive, who art 
free from all fin, as the very worſt of malefactors 
and robbers! But this thou waſt willing, in myſ- 
terious love, moſt patiently to ſuifer for us, who 
have all. deſerved to be apprehended of divine 
juſtice, that, we might be diſcharged ; for us, who, 
being tied and bound with the chain of our fins, 
En e en e 
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did deſerve to be holden in cords of afflictions, “ 
to be bound among the eternal king's priſoners, that 
thou being,as* one of our“ brethren,** bound in pri- 
« ſon”, might become this deliverer, might“ open 
the priſon to ** them that are bound”, and“ make 
« us free indeed” : for us who deſerved to be hurried 
away in all ©* confuſion of face” by the executioners 
ofthe righteous law; that we might have confidence 
before Gop. O moſt excellent exerciſer of 
every virtue, moſt gracious Jesus, thus to exhi- 
bit an admirable example of ſingular mecknets, 
to the true ſons of liberty, when under oppreſſion ; 
and by the following of which they ſhould be diſ- 
tinguiſhed as “ the ſheep of thy paſture”, that 
the ſaying of Eſaias the prophet might be ful- 
filled, „he is led as a ſheep to the ſlaughter, 
« and as a lamb before the ſhearer is dumb, ſo 
* he openeth not his mouth”, He was offered 
up, becauſe he was pleaſed to make himſelf an 
oblation for us. 

2, Compaſſionate therefore, my ſoul, the ſor- 
row and captivity of this moſt loving LoRxo Gop, 
voluntarily ſuffering all this ſad ſucceſſion of at- 
fiction for thy ſins. | Convinced of the great- 
neſs of thy guilt from the amazing greatneſs of 
the chaſtiſement of thy peace, ſigh deeply, and 
let thine eyes run down with tears and Jamenta- 
tion, that the only Son of Gop is ſo unworthily 
handled for thee, and is caſt thus“ bound into 
* the fiery furnace” of his paſſion, Behold what 
theſe moſt audacious * dogs of the conciſion“, 
the impious Jews did, ſpreading a net abroad 
with cords, Lo, they hold Jesvs captive, 
and lead him away bound to Annas and Cataphas 
the high-prieſts. But he, who could ſoon have 
avenged himſelf of his enemies and caſed himſelf 
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of his adverſaries, that indeed . fought againſt” 
him “ without a cauſe”, does not reſiſt when he 
is apprehended ; when he is bound, he does not 
kick again when he is Jed away, he does not 
revile: but he goes as one that is meek ; is ſilent 

as a lamb ; as innocent, as humble ſuffers. Now 
I pray thee, O my Gop, that the bitterneſs of 
this tay doleful captivity, by which thou didſt 
work out my freedom, may frequently enter into 
the inmoſt thoughts of my heart, and more eſpe- 
cially may awaken and ſtir me up in the morning 
under its deep impreſſion to the fervour of holy 
prayer; may drive away all ſlothfulneſs and make 
me with alacrity and watchtulneſs to perſevere in 
the praiſe of thee : that at leaſt by ſome labour of 
love I may make ſome grateful, tho* ſmall re- 
turn for thy love, who for me waſt born in the 
night, and in the night thus betrayed, apprehend- 
ed and bound with cords. Therefore“ in the 
night- ſeaſon will I remember thy loving-kindneſs 
and think of by righteous judgments, OLoR D: revol- 
ving in my mind how great things thou haſt ſuf- 
fered for me, the vileſt of finners. Let thy hard 
bonds procure me true liberty from the guilt and 
ower of ſin, reſtraining me from all unprofitable 
wandering,and keep me by theconſtant diſcipline of 
thy grace immoveably in thy ſervice, and in the 
hope of the goſpel. May I, from this part of thy 
life always remember, that when my will un- 
der thy holy unction is reſigned to thine, I may 
expect to bring the world more or Jeſs upon me, 
ſearching out my ſteps, laying hold of me in this 
or that particular, and preſſing hard on me, as 
a criminal, and ſometimes under a cloak and 

kiſs of friendſhip ; and to find myſelf ſtrait bound, 


as a chriſtian, under obligations to ſuffer it, if I 
would 
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would abide in thy faith, and to undergo a croſs in 
conformity to thee. But in this ſeaſon of trial let 
it not be a difficult thing for me to break my ſelf- 
will, to deny and leave myſelf, and, willingly to 
follow the commands of my ſuperiors in the path 
of obedience. May I not be afraid to be led 
whither I would not, ſo long as what is com- 
manded is agreeable to thee. May I never be 
found a rebel nor litigious z not a brawler, not 
audacious, not clamorous, but pious, tractable, 
ready, not grieved to keep thy commandments, 
and, after thy example, devoutly to obſerve the aſ- 
ſemblies and prayers, the rites and ceremonies of 
thy holy church, and what it ſhall pleaſe thee in 
thine ordinance to lay upon me : that I may never 
turn thy grace into licentiouſneſs; or. fin that thy 
grace may abound. Make us careful what obli- 
gations we impoſe on our brethren, thy mem- 
bers, that they be not heavy burdens, but cords 
of love, and like thy burden light, that we af- 
flict them not: and bow down my neck under 
thy eaſy yoke of inſtitutions, and bind my hands 
to holy labours. Let me not think thy ſervice a 
bondage, nor ſay with the wicked,“ Let us 
* break their bonds aſunder and caſt away their 
* cords from us“; knowing that thou, who 
dwelleſt “ in the heavens, will have” ſuch “ in 
* deriſfion”. Make me to believe always that it 
is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his 
youth, and keep filence, tho' he bear it upon 
him, quietly waiting for thy ſalvation. Let it 
be ever counted by me an unreaſonable thing, 
under a cloak of liberty” to practiſe any“ ma- 
** liciouſneſs”; or to wander abroad from the way 


of thy commandments, and to loiter the time I 
| ſhould 
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mould redeem, remembering that © narrow is the 
te way that leads unto lite.” But may I live under 
a holy ſtrictneſs and ſeverity ; and may to overcome 
my own luſts and affections be made, thro? thy 
ſanctification of my ſpirit, highly defirable to my 
hard and un-tamed ſelf, which is naturally as un- 
ruly as © an heifer un-accuſtomed to the yoke”, 
May I in gradually following thy ſteps, though 
it ſhould not be in bonds for the hope of the 

oſpel, be enabled by inward and ſpiritual con- 
1 99 of reſtrained inclinations to correſpond to 
thy captivity and binding; that at the laſt, chear- 
fully reſigning myſelf to ſleep in the bonds of 
death, I may awake on the morning of the reſur- 
rection and break forth from them in thy ſtrength, 
as from green withes, into“ the glorious liberty” 
of thy children. Amen. 
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C HA. VI. 


Of the leaving of Jesus in the hands of bis enemies 
and of the flight of the diſciples. 


1. F Bleſs and thank thee, OLORD JESUS CHRIST, 
4 thou good ſhepherd and benign maſter, for 
undergoing the very great deſertion and abandon- 
ment of thee in this extreme neceſſity, when thou 
waſt left alone by all thy diſciples and acquain- 
tance amongſt thy moſt cruel enemies. For thy 
brethren and thy moſt particular friends who had 
engaged to die and lay down their lives for thee, 
all forſaking thee at the very inftant of thy ne- 
ceſſity, betook themſelves to flight; affording thee 
cauſe moſt truly to ſay, My lovers and my 
+ friends ſtand aloof from my ſore, and my kinſ- 
| men 
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« men ſtand afar off. Thou haſt put mine ac- 
« quaintance afar from me.” I praiſe and ho- 
nour thee for that painful compaſſion of thy heart, 
with which thou didſt grieve at this offence and 
this running away of thy diſciples : when theſe, 
as the ſheep” of the flock, having leſt thee, 
their ſhepherd, in the midſt of wolves to be ſmit- 
ten, were, as thou fore-toldeſt them, . ſcattered 
« to their own homes”. O what great ſorrow! 
what great grief and groaning was there in the 
heart of thy diſciples, when they ſaw their Lozp 
and maſter, whom they, leaving all things, had 
hitherto gladly followed, ſo violently taken away 
from them and dragged to death. But thou, 
Loxp, who knoweſt all things and permitteſt 
nothing to be done without ſome infinitely wiſe 
end, didſt ſuffer ſuch great infirmity in thy cho- 
ſen members, in order to produce unto them and 
us in time to come a far greater advantage. See- 
ing that by this event they were brought back to 
their own frailty, were convinced of their forward 
ſelf- confidence and of their ir-reſolution and ina- 
bility in a time of trial without thy ſupport ; and 
were alſo render*d more compaſſionate to other weak 


| | brethren, more diſpoſed © in a ſpirit of meekneſsꝰ 


to reſtore them, who ſhould at any time thro'infir- 
mity „be overtaken with a fault” : and after- 
wards did at all times continue more humble and 
devout, cleaving to thee with greater circumſpec- 
tion and fervour of ſpirit. bo 
2. O how profitable is it to me moſt diligent- 
ly to conſider this paſſage and never to preſume 
any thing great of myſelf, left I alſo ſhould then 
= rn. the like fad conſequences and ſhould 
given up to a fiery trial and be ſifted of Satan, 
as wheat, For although there has been ſometimes 
. preſent 
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preſent with me ſome grace of new fervour in my 
affections and prayer, of new zeal in my life after 
thy glory, and the well-being of thy body, the 
church; yet I am not certain how long it may con- 
tinue, or what danger in time of temptation may 
hang over me. O be with me in trouble when I go 
thro'this fire and water, that I may not be hurt; and 
make me watchfulagainſt ſelf-confidence. For if the 
illars of the church, the apoſtles of CHRIST, were 
thus ſhaken in the hour of tribulation, what then ſhall 
Ithink of myſelf, of a moſt frail, vain and poor crea- 
ture, notwithſtanding all forward reſolutions and pro- 
feſſions, if a light affliction ſhall aſſail me? What, 
if. I could not abide with thy body, the church, 
without ſuffering and laying down my lite ? Some 
indeed, O Lorp, over-looking what is praiſe- 
worthy, fix their eyes on theſe exceptionable parts 
of the conduct of thy holy apoſtles, becauſe they 
ſo baſely forſook thee, and broken down with 
fear ſought to eſcape. But they do not ſee how 
Joon they have been, and are every day in far 
leſs extraordinary trials, by love or hatred, or thro' 
fear of loſing this friend or that intereſt or tem- 
-porary advantage, turned from the truth. Otherwiſe 
they, who in many other reſpects fall ſo ſhort of 
him, would “ put” their mouth in the duſt”; 
and whilſt they thank thee for thy love to per- 
ſons with ſuch infirmities,, that we might not 
deſpair when we fall, would pray thee, to endow 
them with their graces. I beſeech thee therefore, 
O moſt dear Lok D, do not ſuffer me on any ac- 
count to run headlong into ſuch madneſs of heart, 
as to be carried away with the tide of ungodlinels, 
nor to depart from the holy purpoſe that Ihaveonce 
. undertaken,** to hold me faſt by” thee in the church 
of thy ſaints: but may I follow thee whitherſoever 


thou goeſt, be it in life or death, May I not fly 
from 
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from thee or thy body, the church, ia the time 
of adverſity, nor go after any of my own evil 
likings or luſts, conſenting to fin againſt thy or- 
dinances and commandments. But may I for the 
love of thee and in the purſuit of virtue chear- 
fully fore-go all things, and manfully expoſe my- 
ſelf to undergo divers labours and difficulties 
that I may not, through my own ſlothfulneſs or 
ſome unprofitable gain or pleaſure in life, loſe 
thee, the ſupreme good and life eternal. © Let 
« not the foot of pride” for any good work 
wrought in me © come againſt me”, nor let me 
ſpeak preſumptuouſly with Peter, either pre- 
— myſelf to, or equalling myſelf with others: 
but may I always © work out” my “on ſalva- 
« tion with fear and trembling”, humbly conſi- 
dering my great frailty. | 
3. Let the lapſe of St. Peter and the flight of 
the apoſtles be a warning to me againſt ſuch ſin, 
and not a ſtumbling-block and cauſe of offence. 
May their return to repentance incite in me great 
hopes of finding mercy again after my fall, For 
there is no ſaint ſo holy but does ſometimes, amidſt 
the many corruptions which are in the world 
and the ſnares laid for him, flip into ſome miſ- 
carriage or other. But then, O Logp, may 
thy word reach my heart, I have prayed for 
e thee, that thy faith fail not,” that i may be 
reſtored thro* the faith of thy grace. When 
aiſo it happens that I am left deſolate by friends 
and acquaintance, or am lightly eſteemed, as 
an alien and unprofitable perſon, by thoſe whom 
I much love, and who * have walked in the 
houſe of Gop“ with me, then vouchſafe me, 
for a ſingular remedy, the remembrance of thy 
moſt grievous dereliction and rejection; and wil- 
lingly to conſent to be deprived of all human 
| comforts, 
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comforts, if ſo be that I may in a little meaſure 
be counted worthy to ſuffer” for thy ſake, 
and to be conformed to thee in thy tribulations 
and ſufferings. O moſt mercifulJzsus pardon me, 
who have, more frequently than theſe, of- 
fended thee, and have fo readily turned aſide to 
the vanities of life] neither have diligently ſer my 
heart upon that which I propoſed, thro” thy grace, 
ever to keep it fix*d upon. Alas! how often 
do I look back, and in how many things, which 
are of no importance, do I miſpend my time, and 
attend not (oh! what grief does the reflection 
bring) to thy paſſion. Thou haſt indeed gone 
in a ſtrait way to be my fore- runner; and yet 
I with dry eyes ungratefully paſs on, as if thy 
ſorrows were nothing to me. Be mindful of my 
unwiſe heart, and pour into me a lovely, affect- 
ing and laſting remembrance of thy moſt bitter 

aſſion; that I may continue ſtedfaſt, immove- 
able, built up, together with thy people, as 
a lively ſtone” on thee, the true foundation, thus 
low laid for me. 


© © 
— 
— — 
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C HAP. VII. 


Of the bringing of Ixsus before Annas, and of the 
— ſmiting bim on the cheek, 


1. J Bleſs and thank thee, O Lorp JESUS CHRIST, 

thou prince of life, and .captain of our fal- 
vation, for thy being brought the firſt time be- 
fore Annas, the high-prieſt ; where being queſ- 
tioned concerning many things by him who 
was thy creature, and appointed by thee to mi- 
niſter in thy name, till thou ſhouldſt appear, thou 
waſt for a humble and true anſwer roughly ſmit- 


ten on the cheek : ſhgwing thy church and 1 
rs 
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bers what they may expect when they have ſpoke 
« openly to the world andin” thy *remple”, I praiſe 
and glorify thee, O Car1sT, thou glorious King, 
for ſuffering this grievous diſhonour and contu- 
melious ſtroke, which thou didſt, like Feremiab 
for his prophecies, receive from the hands of 
an audacious officer, and for the fulfilling of 
this ſcripture, ©* they ſhall ſmite the judge of 
« Iſrael with a rod upon the cheek ;” when for 
the. anſwer of thy mouth, ſhewing there was no 
guile ſecreted in thee, he returned thee a moſt 
violent blow on thy face, rudely ſaying, An- 
« ſwereſt thou the high-prieſt ſo? To whom 
thou, on the contrary, O moſt kind Jzsvs, 
without any perturbation of mind or ſpeech, didſt 
not omit giving a gentle remonſtrance in theſe 
words, If I have ſpoken evil, bear witneſs 
« of the evil; but if well, why ſmiteſt thou me? 
O the moſt impious and vile ſervant, who was 
not afraid with his guilty hands to ſtrike the love- 
ly face of his almighty Creator! O how did 
the ineffable virtue of lenity and meekneſs ſhine 
forth in thee, thou adorable Jzsus, who didſt 
not with ſudden chaſtiſement avenge ſuch an 
injurious ſtroke ; but didſt rather with deliberate 
argument correct the mind of the ſtriker. Be- 
hold now, thou faithful ſervant of CarisT, and 
prove pow thyſelf, whether thou canſt patiently 
bear a blow on the cheek for the love of IESus. 
Say, if thou, as his member, canſt without re- 
ſentment endure a hard ſpeech ? How wouldit 
thou then ſufferablow on thy cheek ? Thougrievelt 
for the unjuſt offence of thy Lord, but more 
is it to be lamented. that thou perceivelt thyſelf 
ſo unable to bear the ſmalleſt injuries for the ho- 
nour of CHRIST. Thou propoſeſt brave —_ 

thou 
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thou meditateſt excellent things ; but thou art 
_ troubled at the firſt word of the reviler, and find- 

eſt thyſelf weaker than thou thoughteſt. Flee 
therefore to Ixsus, and ſo much the more earneſt. 
ly intreat of him the virtue of patience. 
2. O good Jtsvs, thou ſtrength and forti- 
tude of the troubled ſpirit, teach me with an un- 
diſturbed heart to receive ſharp reproaches and 
reviling words, and not with angry ſpeech to 
defend myſelf from the unjuſt complaints made 
againſt me, or wrathfully, under the proftituted 
name of ſatisfaction, to thirſt for the blood of 
others; but with a meek filence to overcome 
them. Or if it behoves me to ſpeak, may I re- 
ply to my adverſaries in like agreeable, gentle 
terms, with that ſoftneſs which “ turns away 
* wrath.” Grant to thy miniſters to ſpeak open- 
ly to the world the word of thy truth, and to de- 
clare it in the congregations with undiſguiſed 
ſincerity and without ſecret reſervation, that this 
may be a witneſs, to which they may refer the en- 
quirers after their doctrine. Vouchſafe alſo up- 
right and gracious dpeech to my mouth in the 

reſence of all that oppoſe themſelves ; and whilſt 
the mouth of the ungodly is opened, or the hand 
of the wicked rageth againſt me, give me, O 
moſt benign IEsus, for an invincible ſhield, a 
humble and undiſturbed conſtancy of mind, that 
if I ſhould be called to partake fo far of thy ſuf- 
ferings, as to be ſmitten “ on the one cheek,” 
IT may, though with remonſtrance againſt the 
injuſtice of it, after thy moſt meek example, «© turn 
* the other alſo.” 


CHAP. 


— 
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C HAP. VIII. 


Of the three denials of C HRIST by Peter, and his 
bit ter weeping, when IRsus bad looked upon bim. 


JÞlets and thank thee, O Loxy JEsus ChRIST, 

thou great fore-ſeer of future events, whe, by 
way of caution, didft foretel to thy very zealous 
diſciple Peter his fad and grievous fall. I glo- 
rify thee for bearing with this lamentable dif- 


honour which thou didſt receive in the thrice re- 
peated denial of the apoſtle Peter; by which thou 


waſt the more eſpecially diſgraced, becauſe to 


the weaker ſex he denied that he knew thee ; ſay- 


ing, * Woman I know not the man.” I praiſe 


and for ever magnify thy name for that favour- 


able aſpect, with which thou, turning thyſelf, 
didſt deign moſt mercifully to look on St. Peter; 


that he, immediately on the cock's having crowd 


twice remembring thy word, might acknow- 
ledge his guilt, and, without delay, going from 
among the multitude of the ungodly, might 
with great contrition of heart moſt bitterly weep, 
and mourn the moſt grievous crime of his de- 
nial of thee. Wherefore as one, who had not, 


like the moſt faithleſs Judas, irrecoverably fal- 


len into the pit of horrid deſpair, bur who re- 
lied on the continuance of thy unſpeakable mercy, 
for the moſt plentiful abundance of thy tender 


compaſſions, and of thy grace which he had of- 


ten experienced towards him, he had recourſe, 
with bitter lamentations, to the remedy of ſaving 
repentance ; and ſo found the gate of thy infinite 
mercy molt widely opened to him. 


+ 2, O 
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2. O the ineſtimable goodneſs of the Saviour! 
O the inexhauſtible and open fountain of divine 
mercy and over - flowing grace ! whence the ſinner 
is wont to draw the greateſt hope of pardon, and 
the juſt large gifts of god-like graces. O that 
my head were a fountain of tears, that with 
St. Peter, I might worthily lament my fins in 
the faith of thy love, till through thy intervening 
merits I obtain the pardon of my faults and thy 
loft favour! Peter, vanquiſhed by the fears of 
death, thrice fell into a denial of the truth, at- 
ter his noble confeſſions of thee, Thou art the 
* Cur1sT. Thou haſt the words of eternal lite.” 
But I, every day in many things, after repeated pro- 
feſſions, offend thy eternal truth; if I turn not from 
thee, at the voice of a ſtrange woman, a deluding 
opinion, and renounce not the faith of thy church, 
Peter, atter he had fallen ſuddenly roſe again on the 
Loxy's turning to him; but I fall moreſwiftly and 
frequently between every cock-crowing, and more 
ſlowly riſe, tho' the Lox D looks on, nay calls 
me. Seldom is my flinty heart ſo affected with 
a ſenſe of my great offences, as to bewail my 

ilt; ill do I keep watch over myſelf, neither 
= I ſufficiently avoid dangers and occaſions of 
falling. But Peter wept bitterly for the ſad oc- 
caſion of his guilt : taught by his fall he fled, 
ſought out a retired place for his tears, and with 
mournful ſupplications bedew'd the face his in- 
cautious ſpeech had ftained with guilt. O happy 
tears, which ſo ſoon diſcovered the inward con- 
trition of his heart for the offences he had com- 
mitted, and which were ſoon followed by a re- 
. Covery of the favour that he had loft. Re- 
member me, O Loxrp Jesvs, who lifteſt up 
them that are down; and take compaſſion on 
me, 
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me, a frail ſinner, ſurrounded: as I atm with many 
troubleſome affections, that I may not fall under this 
load- of corruptions, or be frighted by any tri- 
bulation to forſake thee, or, after the commiſſion of 
ſuch evil, be ſwallowed up of too much ſorrow. 
For thou haſt a greater compaſſion on thoſe. that 
have fallen and gone out of the way, becauſe 
that thou thyſelf hadſt a feeling of our infirmi- 
ties, and knoweſt what grace we want to help in 
the time of our need. L | 

3. Help therefore, O great ſhepherd, thy 
poor ſtraying ſheep ; draw the lapſed ſoul from 
all filthineſs; comfort the afflicted ; ſtrengthen 
the weak-hearred z protect us from the enemy; 
keep us from the manifold ſnares laid for us, and 
bring us, for whom thou didſt lay down thy life, 
to the kingdom of celeſtial felicity : of which 
thou haſt the keys, and where thou reigneſt a 
prince for ever. I intreat thee, O good and 
moſt gracious Jesvs, with inward ſighs and 
longings of ſoul, to look upon me with the ſame 
moſt holy eyes, with which thou didſt once be- 
hold Peter after his denial of thee : and quickly 


pour into me the grace of holy compunction, to 


bewail the offence that I have either willingly or 
negligently committed againſt thee. Hear the 
groanings of my heart, heal the bruiſes of my 
wounded conſcience, reſtore me the light of new 
grace, nor be willing to loſe the ſoul of a poor 
penitent, for whoſe redemption thou didit expoſe 
thyſelf to ſo many forrows and injuries, and at 
lalt to the dreadful puniſhment of the croſs. 


—_— 


— 


WH: a! CHAP. 
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CH AP. IX. 


of the kading away of T:svs to Caiphas, the high- 
. Pri, and of the falſe accuſation of him. 


f Bleſs aid thank thee, O Lord Jesvs Cir, 
thou great high-prieſt and eternal miniſter 
of the true ſanctuary, which thou, O Gov, haſt 
thyſelf pitched, and not man, for ſuffering thy- 
ſelf to be contemptibly led away from the houſe of 
Annas to" Caiphes the chief prieſt ; where the 
ſcribes and elders had aſſembled to plot moſt miſ- 
chievous devices againſt thee. Alas! what an un- 
happy joy were they filled with, when they ſaw 
thee dragged away bound, whoſe body they, having 
a long time deſired to apprehend, could nor Jay 
hold of, becauſe thy “hour was not yet come.” 


But © this is their hour and the power of dark- 


& neſs”, allowed them of Gov, that they might 
complete. their hatred, ” which they had a long 
time conceived, and might now openly carry 

their inveterate malice” into execution; but for 
thy glory, for the ſalvation of the faithful, and 
for the everlaſting puniſhment of the unbelieving. 
J praiſe and honour thee, thou adorable Irsus, 
for thy modeſt ſtanding before the chicf- prieſt 
and all the elders of the people, rudely looking 
upon thy amiable face, where thou waſt griev- 
ouſly accuſed by molt falſe witneſſes, much in- 
terrogated, and ſtrictly adjured to give a true 
anſwer, accuſed of the crime of blaiphemy, and 
at laſt condemned by all, witli loud voices of 
impiety, (that, though often clamorous againſt 
one another, were now Unanimous a gainſt 
mee, ) co ge guilty of deatli. I praiſe and honour 
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thee, O moſt glorious Jzsus, for every of the 
injuries and falſhoods charged upon thee; for thy 
lowly reverence and long obſerved ſilence, amidſt 
ſo many evil-ſpeakings of thine accuſers, at which 
thou, being arraigned. for us who were guilty, 
before the bar of Gor, and receiving the chaſ- 
tiſement of our peace, ſhewedſt no ſign of com- 
plaint or murmuring, but an example of con- 
ſummate meekneſs. Behold now with all ſerious 
conſideration, thou devout lover of CR IST, what 
great excellency of lowly ſufferance and forbear- 
ing patience ſhone forth in Ixsus. 852 
2. See what unworthy reproaches he is forced 
to hear, whom the heavenly hoſts delight to 
praiſe. For his anſwer of truth is charged on 
him as blaſphemy. But indeed all ſuch, as ſpeak 
F thole things of CnRIsH are blaſphemers, and 
run into an exceſſively enormous crime. Hows 
ever becauſe they believe not Je$us to be the 
ſon of , God, they with mad intent practiſe all 
ſorts of wickedneſs againſt him. But he bears 
it and is ſilent, and the more he ſuffers himſelf to 
be trodden under foot by the ungodly,” the more 
he conquers and triumphs. Wherefore do thou, 
faithful foul, ceaſe to complain of reproaches caſt 
on. thee, conſidering them as viſitations from 
Gop, and bearing in mind how much thou 
deſerveſt; and do not wiſh recompenſing ven- 
geance upon thine enemies. Bear and hum» 
ble thyſelf under the burden of temporal tribu- 
lations, nor be willing to proſper in this world, 
and to have * great riches in poſſeſſion,“ when 
CHRIST, thy head, choſe its contempt and po- 
verty. Bluſh too, thou haughty ſpirit, at thy, 
priding thyſelf in thine honours, in thy high 
feats, in thy pompous and ſplendid apparel, of- 
H 3 ten 
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ten purchaſed with talents, deſigned to relieve the 
needy; when CHRIST, infinitely higher in ho- 
nour and glory, voluntarily became poor, even 
extremely poor, for thy ſake, and to enrich thee, 
that thou mighteſt be a veſſel of his bounty to 
others. It is a ſcandalous thing for thee to covet 
the favour of men and to affect earthly plea- 
fures, when CarisT preferr'd theſe which were 
in every "reſpect the reverſe. O moſt adorable 
 Jesvs, exceeding comely and meek, vouch- 
fafe me, a wretched ſinner, the wiſh'd-for grace 
of thy being a propitiation for my ſins, and 
teach me, by thy lively examples, not to be 
terrified” with the reproach and terrors of the 
wicked, and not to be diſturbed for accuſations 
falſly brought againſt me; but even willing to 
pray for forgiveneſs of their offences againſt me, 
and to bow myſelf down with all lowlineſs to 
_ thee and my ſuperiors ; ſo that I may the more 
abundantly receive the gifts of thy grace, and 
may return unto thee devout thanks for the be- 
- nefits received from the. 


_—— —_— i. 
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How Jrsus was, mocE'd, ſpit upon, blind. fellid, 
n ſmitten on the cheek, and buſfeted. 


thou honour and glory of the ſaints, for ſuffering 
the moſt grievous contempt and moſt irreverent 
treatment of thee ; when after the ſentence 
death was paſſed, thou waſt wounded and mock' 
with ſo many opprobrious ſpeeches by the moſt 
cruel ſervants ;' and alſo watt with frequent ang 
"ITY 22 ' ' 24. 14929 ar 


I Bleſs and thank thee, O LoxD. Jzsvs CRHRIST, 
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hard blows ſmitten on the face and head. Alas, 
that thy moſt beautiful face, which none 
can ſee in its eſſential glory and live; upon which 
the angels deſired to look; before which the ſaints 
of old fell to the earth, and the ſhining of which 
they eſteemed their ſalvation, ſhould be foully 
beſmeared by the moſt filthy ſpittings of the 
Jews, as if thou hadſt been one who raifed not 
up a Holy ſeed, and ſhould be violently beaten 
with the blows of the out- ſpread palms of their 
hands. No doubt but freſh blood from thy nof- 
trils, as well as ſtreams of tears from thine eyes, 
abundantly followed. Thy fair neck, for ſtrength 
and beauty like David's tower, with bearm 
our burden was under perſecution,” and bruis'd 
with the frequent ſtrokes of the fiſts of thoſe 
who buffeted thee, Thy moſt bright © eyes of 
„glory,“ which are always open to the right- 
eous, after being conſumed with grief, are in 
deriſion blind-folded, after the manner of fools, 
to open our eyes. Thy venerable head, which is ſet 
far above all the creatures, the head of all princi- 
e pality,” is grievouſly ſmitten by the polluted hands 
of ſinners, and the hair of” it made indeed © like 
purple“ with clotted blood, and, for us who 
deſerved to be the eternal ſcorn of angels, they 
with ſcornful clamour * open their mouth wide 
* againſt” thee, and ſay ** ah, ah, our eye hath 
<« ſeen it” and leap about thee and cry, “pro- 
„ phecy unto us, O CuRISsT, who is it that 
„ {mote thee ?” So that thou mighteſt with moſt 
perfect truth ſay, in the language of the prophe- 
cy concerning thee, © I gave my cheeks to them 
* that plucked off the hair, I hid not my face 
from ſhame and ſpitting.” Who can hear theſe 
thy manifold injuries, O Loxp, without great 

H 4 ſighing 
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ſighing and ſorrow of heart? for the greatneſs 

of thy paſſion exceeds all kinds of human ſuffer- 
— and the grievouſneſs of thy molt numerous 
and virulent reproaches vehemently pricks the 
loving hearts of the ſaints. Thou becameſt an 
alien to thy friends, waſt | forſaken by thine ac- 
quaintance, a ſcorn and deriſion to thoſe who 
hated thee without a cauſe and winked with their 
eyes; whereby thou didit ſhew forth in thylelf 

e perſon of | whom the deſcriptive prediction 
ſays, He ſitteth alone and keepeth ſilence. He 
« giveth his cheek to him that ſmitech him, he is 
« filled full with reproach.” 
2. Alas! O Lorp Gp, thou joy of the court 
of heaven, and from whom their bliſsful de- 
lights lowed, even in this hour of thy ſorrow, 
for what didſt thou fo myſteriouſly ſuffer thyſelf 
to be mocked, ſpit upon, and buffeted by the 
ungodly, as che moſt tooliſh of men? Ab, ra- 
ging Jeres! they ſpent all the night in mockeries 
and blows againſt thee, and, glutting themſelves 
with thy pains and puniſhments, have almoſt 
rendered thy mangled face unknown to all. But 
an indefatigable patience and an incomparable 
beauty of "foul remained in thee, which thy 
blind tormentors could not ſee. Nevertheleſs, 
thou art rendered the more beautiful and dear 
to all thy elect, according to the inward form of 
the mind; __ which thou, moſt high Gon, our 
Redeemer, art ſeen by them moſt innocently to 
ſuffer all theſe things out of thy great love to 
them. I befeech thee therefore, O moſt; patient 
Irsus, teach me by a moſt feeling conſideration 
of the excels uf this thy great contempt, to at- 
tend to my own vileneſs which brought this on 
RE. and to ſce how 2 1 have delerved for 


— 
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my provoking fins, to be rejected of Gor and 
men. Pity my great imperfection, and ſtrength- 
en my heart to bear with the hard ſpeeches of 
men; or when a modeſt carriage is thrown in 
my face for riotous exceſs. For thou didſt moſt 
meekly bear very many opprobrious and faulty 
ſpeeches for me, a moſt deſpicable ſinner, be- 
cauſe thou waſt moſt deeply humble; nay, more- 
over, even bonds and blows 'without complaint 
or murmuring, 

3. O how unlike am I to thee, how far diſ- 
tant am I from true humility, who for a very 
ſmall injury or inconfiderate ſpeech or word fall 
into diſpleaſure at the man. And when for ſome 
ſharp taunt is permitted to be thrown out againſt 
we, for my profit, and for the exerciſe of the 
work of patience, that my reward may be the 
greater, and for which I ought therefore ws [4-4 
thanks; I on the contrary, without any fruit 
from it, am impatiently vex*'d. I pray thee, 
O Lox, forgive me theſe my offences, and 
wherein I have treſpaſſed againſt thee by my 
levity and inconſtancy. For I have not kept 
my heart from uncleanneſs of conſcience ; neither 
have I, as it was meet, ſubmitted myſelf to thee 
and every rational creature, with due reverence. 
Give me a godly ſorrow unto repentance, with 
a fountain of tears. Give me to love thy 
chaſtiſement and gracious diſcipline, in remem- 
brance of thy buffeting. Give me to hold faſt the 
victorious palm of patience amidſt the molt ſe- 
vere accuſations; and therefore always to count 
myſelf in thy fight moſt truly worthy. of all forts 
of contempt. Let the hard buffeting of thy 
holy head be the mitigation of all my bodily 
pains; and the ſcornful blind-folding of thine 
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eyes reſtrain the curioſity and wantonneſs of mine. 
Let the . foul ſpitting upon thy comely face, 
whoſe beauty was made to conſume away by this 
rebuke tor my ins, as it were a moth freiting a 
garment, repreſs all carnal, delight in me, and 
all ſelf- admiration; and teach me not to attend 
to, or glory in that which is fair or ſhowy with- 
out, but rather to regard what lies within, the 
graces of the ſoul, ** the hidden man of the 
heart. Let the bitter mockeries practiſed 
againſt thee drive away from me all lightneſs of 
behaviour towards others; and baniſh all 
vain delights and pleaſures : let allo the extreme 
ſerting at nought of thy majeſty extinguiſh in 
me all luſting after worldly honour and great- 
neſs, and ever incline me to the things which are 
lowly and humble, Amen. 


— 
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W G Ap. XI.. 
Of the bringing of Ixsus bound before Pilate, the 


" Bleſs and thank thee, OLoxp Jzsvs CnRISTH, 

thou, moſt righteous judge of the quick and 
dead, for ſuffering thyſelf to be tumultuouſly 
brought before Plate, the governor. When 
the morning being come, all the chiet-prieſts, 
who ought to have maintained the cauſe of him 
that gave. them their miniſtry, (alarming reflec- 
tion!) having aſſembled together in one place 
at the firſt hour, and having taken their moſt 
wicked, counſel to deliver thee to death, cauſed 
| thee. to be carried away by the hands of their 
officers, faſt bound with cords, to an n, 
ciſe 
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ciſed perſon, to the heathen governor z loading 
thy immaculate innocence with the moſt griev- 
ous accuſations, and daring, with tongue © bent 
„like a bow“ for lies, to call thee a malefactor 
and ſubverter of their nation, whom the holy 
prophets once, with great proclamations of thy prai- 
ſes, celebrated as the Gop of Jacob, the Redeemer, 
the Logp of hoſts, the Saviour of the world. 
O the horrid impiety of the Jews, to criminate 
the guiltleſs by falſe witneſſes, to be willing to 
kill the author of life, to requeſt that Cyr1sT, 
their king, ſhould be crucified, and to deſire a 
juſt perſon to be doom'd to the moſt ſcandalous 
death! May all be confounded and afraid who 
perſecute thee, becauſe they are worthy to ſuf- 
ter more heavy puniſhments. I praiſe and glo- 
rify thee, O adorable Jesvs, for the great pro- 
bity of thy manners, and for thy reverend ſtand- 
ing before the tribunal of Pilate, the judge. 
Where thou, as a meek lamb, didſt ſtand bound 
with cords in the preſence of thy ſuborned ac- 
cuſers, with ſubmiſſive head, with eyes caſt 
down to the ground, with pleaſing countenance, 
with few words, with humble voice, ready for 
_ reproach, prepared for ſtripes. 

2. Behold now and conſider, thou religious 
dilciple of CHRIST, in what manner thy Lord 
and Saviour, the king and judge of all men 
ſuffers himſelf to be dragg'd to judgment, ſub- 
mitting himſelf humbly and voluntarily to the 
civil powers, Wherein he has ſet thee a lively 
example of moſt ſalutary ſubjection, that thou 
alſo mayeſt learn, who art truly blame-worthy 
in many reſpects, to accuſe thine own ſelf, and 
patiently to bear with the accuſation and charges 


of others, in civil courts as well as in eccleſiaſtical, 
Submit 
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Submit thyſelf humbly to the judgment of thoſe 
who are ſet over thee, nor dare to /t the pow- 
ers ordained of Gop, it thou wouldit deſire hap. 
pily to eſcape the damnation and pains of hell, 
But for the love of Jzsus, take it patiently to 
be wrongfully judged, even though ſome griev- 
ous ſentence ſhould be pronounced againſt thee, 
Let not the wonderful patience of the incarnate 
 Gop, amidſt ſo many falſe accuſations laid to 
his charge, unprofitably ſlip from thy heart, 
Therefore. proſtrate thyſelf at the holy feet of 
the faſt- bound Jesvs, praying for pardon and 
grace, that he would forgive thee all thy negli- 
gences; and would rather, in this time of his 
mercy, correct and chaſtiſe thy exceſſes, than here- 
after condemn thee, as one reſerved with the 
reprobate, againſt the day of the revelation of his 
righteous judgment, for ever and ever, Be 
merciful, O good Jxsus, be merciful to me, 2 
inner, becauſe ** my ſoul truſteth in thee”. In- 
ſpire me with thy good Spirit to excite me to 
a more zealous. progreſs in my courſe ; that 1 
may with all the reſolution and affection of my 
heart ſet upon it, ſtudy. to. humble myſelf, to 
tow down and ſubmit to all my governors, ſpi- 
ritual paſtors, teachers, and maſters; and re- 
ſignedly to bear whatever commands they ſhall 
lay upon me. Grant me not to be afraid of 
the judgments of men, nor angrily to take their 
acculations z ſeeing that thou, for our acquittance, 
didſt vouchſafe to be condemned, and alſo 
&« ſtandeſt at the right hand of the poor, to 
« fave his ſoul from unrighteous judges:“ but 
make me content to be exerciſed, accuſed, and diſ- 
ciplined, that the fear of haughty pride may 
be utterly tredden down, and my own will be 


brought 
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brought to nought ; and that thus the love of 
thee may every moment. more ſtrongly grow 
out of the contempt of myſelf, and be carried 
up higher and higher in the holy flame of a devout 
affection. 


— US. 
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Of the ſetting at nought of Jesus by Herod and his 
army. 


Bleſs and thank thee, O LoxD JEsus CHRIST, 
thou eternal wiſdom of the Father, thou 
ſupreme truth and infinite power of Gop, * by” 
whom “ kings reign and princes decree juſtice,” 
and who art ſet over the nations and over the 
kingdoms, to root cut and to pull down, to build 
and to plant, for the ignominious contempt and 
bitter mockeries which thou didſt undergo; 
when thou waſt deſpiſed and ſet at nought by 
the abuſe of thy authority, by the wicked king 
Ilerod and his ſoldiers. For indeed Herod had 
for a long time deſired to ſee thee, and, being 
led by an affecting curioſity, had hoped to have 
ſeen ſome miracle wrought by thee, But when 
thou madeſt no reply to his inquiſitiveneſs, nor 
wouldeſt then work a miracle, becauſe this was 
thy hour of ſuffering, not of working ſuch mi- 
racles; he being ſoon enraged loſt all reſpect 
of thee, and counting thee for a fool, in the 
haughtineſs and arrogance of his mind, deſpis'd 
thee, out of wheſe mouth cometh knowledge and 
underſtanding ; and arraying thee in a white. robe, 
mocked thee, and ſent thee back to Plate : not 
knowing that he then put on thee a token of 
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the fair righteouſneſs thou waſt to be clothed 
with, when thou hadſt ſuffered from the ordi- 
nance of Gop for our ſins, and whereby thou 
waſt to be made perfect. Truly now were theſe 
thy ſayings in the mouth of the prophets ful- 
filled, I was a reproach among all mine ene- 
« mies,“ as well as a fear to my © acquain- 
cc tance. In mine adverſity they rejoyced, and 
gathered themſelves together with hypocri- 
* tical mockers: in feaſts they gnaſhed upon 
« me with their teeth. I go mourning all the 
% day long, they that ſeek my hurt ſpeak mil- 
* chievous things. Thou makeſt us a ſcorn 
* and a deriſion to them that are round about 
„ us. Thou makeſt us a by-word among the 
„ heathen. The ſhame of my face hath cover- 
% ed me, for the voice of him that reproacheth 
« and blaſphemeth, by reaſon of the enemy 
„and avenger. My ſoul is among lions. And 
„ lie even among them that are ſet on fire, 
„ even the ſons of men, whoſe teeth are ſpears 
„ and arrows and their tongue a ſharp ſword. 
« Every day they wreſt my words. I was the 
* ſong of the drunkards. The proud are ri- 
% ſen againſt me. Thou haſt made us as the 
e off-ſcouring and refuſe in the midſt of the 
& people. All our enemies have opened their 
© mouths againſt us.” O who can remember 
thy affliction and thy miſery, and not have his 
ſoul humbled in him, and be ſtirred up to praiſe 
thee, who for man didſt even deſpiſe this fame ! 1 
praiſe thee, O glorious Jesus, for theſe thy 
very great fatigues, and the importunate hurry- 
ings of thee, when thou, in this hiding of thy 
divinity, as prophetic David in his diſguiſe at 
Aimelech's court, waſt made a publick ſhew of 
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for me; and then brought back, amidſt crowds 
of reproaching ſpectators, thro'ꝰ the ſuburbs and 
ſtreets of JFeruſalem, from place to place, from 
judge to judge; and every where grievouſly 
accuſed, every where defamed ; and after much 
queſtioning and many tedious examinations, tu- 
multuouſly demanded for execution, and to ſuf- 
fer the open ſhame of the croſs. O what ſingu- 
lar patience, amidſt all this viciſſitude of cir- 
cumſtances, brightly ſhone forth in thee, which 
did not give way to ſuch numerous and great 
provocations by moſt cruel mockeries ! For the 
remembrance of this public contempt, which 
thou didſt ſuffer, very much pricks the hard 
heart; aſſwages the paſſionate, and excites the 
devout ſoul ro a bewailing of the offences, that 
brought 1t upon thee. 

2. Lo, thou, O moſt high Gop, art de- 
baſed as the loweſt of all beings, Thou, the 
moſt powerful of all, art caſt off as the moſt mi- 
ſerable. Thou, the moſt wiſe of all, art mock'd 
as the moſt fooliſh. Thou, the moſt innocent, 
art judged as the molt guilty. Woe is me, 
wretched finner ! preſſed down with the heavy 
burden of wickedneſs, who, according to the 
creat demerit of my works, am worthy to be 
doom'd to everlaſting reproach and puniſhments ! 
For whoſe fully and ſhame, thou, O gracious, 
holy and righteous Jz$vus, didſt not diſdain to 
be mocked and deſpiſed, to become my wiſdom 
and glory; that thou mighteſt by what the world 
calls fooliſhneſs, deliver me, a poor wretch, from 
the {corn of deviis and from everlaſting death, 
I beleech thee therefore, O moſt powertul Jzsus, 
whom no ſeveritics could exaſperate, no dejec- 
tion couid grieve, that thou wouldſt cut off from 

me 
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me every thing which has only an outward form 
of vanity or curioſity to recommend it : and may 
T learn to be content with an eſtate of mean 
eſtimation, Becauſe how ſhameful is it that earth 
and aſhes, and eſpecially under a profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, ſhould covet worldly ſplendor and 
ſoftneſs of apparel, when thou, the king of 
heaven, waſt deſpiſed in a plain white garment ! 
Always ſet the opprobrious uſage: and deriſion 
of thee before the eyes of my mind; and teach 
me to follow thee in the way of reproach, and 
even to rejoice in the contempt of myſelf ; not 
to truſt in the ſons of men, nor in the princes 
of this world, nor in the power of friends ; but 
with all my heart to deſpiſe all earthly things 
that would turn it from thee, and to pray for 
thoſe that are enamoured with them. Diſpoſe 
me, after thy example, to ſubmit to every thing 
from the powers which are ordained of thee, and 
can do no more than thou permitteſt them to do 
for my good; whether it be for the viſitation of 
mine offences with a rod, or for the trial of my 
faith. Make me reſolute to w:!nefs a good pro- 
feſfion and to depart from evil; however I make 
myſelf a prey, or am treated as one that is mad; 
and content to be counted a fool, ſo long as I 
have thy wiſdom. Incline me to follow thee, 
Loxp JEsvs, thou ſweet author of my ſalvation, 
with inviolable conſtancy amidftall reproach; and, 
in order that I faint not, to keep in continual re- 
membrance what great reproaches thou didſt en- 
dure from the rage of the heathen, as well as from 
the devices of thine own nation againſt thee, ſor 
me, thine unworthieſt ſervant. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Of the wicked out-cry of the Jews, „ Crucify him, 
„ Crucity him“. 


1. J Bleſs and thank thee, O Lox p Jesvs CRIST, 
thou perpetual joy of thy ſaints, for thy en- 
durance of the great and inſolent tumult of the 
raging Jews againſt thee; furiouſly crying out, 
Away with him, away with bim; crucify bim, 

crucify him, Alas, how exceflive is the cruelt 
of the wretched Jews! How inhuman the bar- 
barity of the chief-prieſts and Phariſees, . who 
could be deterred by no fear from the murder 
of thee, by no means be witheld from ſhedding 
innocent blood. The heathen judge is moved to 
ſome pity ; but the Jes, © this rebellious houſe,” 
are hardened to practiſe a fiercer malignity. Pilate 
endeavours to excuſe thee; he ſeeks ſome me- 
thod to diſcharge thee; he pronounces thee 
what the paſſover-lamb, the figure of thee, was 
to be, after all the ſcrutiny of the congregation 
and his own ſtrict enquiry, without blemiſh, and 
alledges that he finds xo cauſe of death in thee. 
But the Jets, baſely forgetful of all thy good 
deeds, oppoſe it; replying ; if thou letteſs this 
man go, thou art not Cæſar's friend: for every 
one who maketh himſelf a king, ſetteth himſelf up 
againſt Cæſar. By which they wickedly char- 
ged thee, thou king of kings, with foul treaſon, 
with 4: re to the throne of him, to whom 
thou hadſt ſo much enforced all due ſubjection; 
ſaying, give unto Cæſar the things that are Cæ- 
far's; and to whom thou hadſt given tribute for 
thyſelf and Peter; tho' there was occaſion for 
I | thee 
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thee in thy poverty to work a miracle, in or- 
der to the payment of it. As if it was an im- 
poſſible thing that thou ſhouldeſt be received, 
and Cæſar's authority ſtand ; when at the ſame 
time his power was thine own ordinance, and 
what thou didſt teach obedience to. So early 
do they ſuggeſt that thy government, as the 
head of the church, and the power of the ſtate 
couid not ſafely exiſt together, in order to awa- 
ken a perfecution againſt thee from thine own 
ordinance; and to make it a matter of policy, 
nay, a mark of allegiance to take thee off, as 
well as a ſign of dil-aifection to Cæſar, to coun- 
tenance thee, or to let thee go and live. But alas 
for them ! how moſt falſely do theſe men wrong 
and bely thy humility and patient allegiance ; 
who ſoughteſt not the temporal honours of the 
world, either in word or deed; neither to ſu- 

rſede or interrupt the exerciſe of Cæſar's pow- 
er. For thou cameſt not to deſtroy government, 
any more than men's lives, but to fave it. Nay, 
when upon the working of a very ſignal mira- 
cle, the people, filled with a few loaves and 
fiſhes, had determined to make thee a king, thbu 
immediately with-dreweſt thyſelf - privately into 
a mountain, abiding fecretly in prayer: and 
when thou couldeſt have made thyſelf a king, 
and ſpoken all oppoſition down before thee, 
didſt not aſſume dominion, tho' full of grace; 
but, as born to ſubmit, didft moſt dutifully obey 
the powers ordained of Gon, But neither does 
it ſuffice them to practice theſe evils; they add 
worſe devices to their former miſchief, by which 
they may ſtir up the judge's mind to execute the 
Gop-ſlaughter. Ne \ ſay they) have a law, and 
by our law he ought to die, becauſe he made him- 
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ſelf the Son of Gop ; ſtupidly alleging that the 
law, which thou ga (ft to be their © ſchool- 
« maſter to bring” them to thee, did condemn 
all faith in thee 3 nay, required that they ſhould 
kill thee, becauſe thou didſt declare thyſelſ to 
be the perſon it foretold. The governor hear- 
ing this is the more afraid; he queſtions thee 
from whence thou cameſt; he enquires a. 
is truth? But ſhewing men's natural averſeneſs 
to give it an entertainment, where it claſnes with 
their worldly intereſts, and where the envy of the 
world is avainlt it, he received not an anſwer; be- 
cauſe the Ferws, urging their law and his duty 
to Cz/ar, were excecdingly importunate in de- 
manding ſentence of death to be paſſed upon 
thee. At laſt therefore, this unrighteous man, 
diverted from his purpoſe of diſcharging thee, 
and ſwayed by the exceeding wickedneſs and the 
favours of the chief men, conſents to their moſt 
iniquitous requeſt. 

2. O what an abominable and ſcandalous thing 
was it to proclaim thro? all Feruſalen this word 
of execration, crucify him, crucify bim. Who 
of thy lovers did not condole and weep, that 
then heard the execrable cry of the croſs re- 
doubled againſt this moſt loving LoxD Jesvs? 
O how mournful a voice! what a moſt forrow- 
ful rumour then filled the ears of thy affection- 
ate mother; whiltt the cruel ſentence of the peo- 
ple, and the tumultuous demand. of thy cruci- 
fixion was high reported from all their mouths! 
and they, like the mighty waves of the ſea, lifted up 
their voices, raging horribly againſt thee. Sigh, thou 
devout ſervant of Jesvs, and from the very bot- 
tom of thy breaſt draw forth deep groans of 
compuncion ; remembering that thou by na- 
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ture deſerveſt this curſe, deſerveſt to have this 
alarming cry of divine juſtice, away with him, 
e away with him from the preſence of Gop,and 
gut of the land of the living,” pronounced upon 
thee. Learn, ye mothers who loſe your chil- 
dren, with what grief the heart of the mother 
of Gop is ſhaken, when her bleſſed ſon is de- 
manded to the vile puriſhment of the croſs, 
He, who always hears the angelic voices in hea- 
ven reſound, holy, holy, holy, now hears the 
accurſed tongues of the Jews thunder out againſt 
him in hideous clamours ; away with him, away 
with him; crucify him, crucify bim. Him, whoſe 
praiſes the very children a little before, at the 
feaſt of tabernacles ſung out ; the unwiſe parents, 
now acting a reverſe part, tho* viler than the 
earth, make thee, more than they did Fob of old, 
their by- word; raiſe up the ways of deſtruction 
againſt thee ; ſet forward thy calamity ; come up- 
on thee as a wide-breaking in of waters ; and with 
Furious mind, intent on caſting thee down from 
thy excellency, demand thee for crucifixion 
and ſay, Not this man, but Barabbas. Surely 
this was the time when thou hadſt need to ſay, 
O Gop, attend unto me and hear me, I mourn 
in my complaint, and make a noiſe. Becauſe 
of the voice of the enemy, becauſe of the op- 
preſſion of the wicked : for they caſt iniquity upon 
me and in wrath they hate me. I have ſeen vio- 
lence and firife in the city; miſchief and ſorro are 
in the midſt of it; deceit and guile depart not from 
her ſtreets Mine enemies ſpear evi! of me, when 
Hall he die and his name periſh. The thing of Be- 
lial, ſay they, cleaveth faſt to him, and now that 
he dieth, he ſball riſe up no more. Behold they 
belch out with their mouth, ſwords are in their lips. 
| Ia 
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In this hour ſurely was thy ſadneſs at the refle&&- 
ion how things were altered, ſince thou - wenteſt 
with the multitude, and wenteſt with them to the 
houſe of Gop, with the voice of joy and praiſe, 
with a multitude that kept holy-day : when thou 
ſaidft, deep calleth unto deep, and thus triumphant- 
ly counſelled thy ſoul, hope thou in Gop, for I ſhall 
yet praiſe him for the help of his countenance.. O 
ſeriouſly contemplate this hour, thou lover of 
the LorD's paſſion, wherein thou heareſt bim 
ſlay, by David, they lie in wait for my ſoul; the 
mighty are gathered againſt me, not for my tranſ- 
greſſion nor for my n; and cloſely ſtop the ears 
of thine heart againſt the very worſt reports of 
the ſlanderous world; but open them, to hear 
the diſmal outcry for the crucifixion of Jesvs. 
I aſſure thee, thou believing ſoul, that thou 
wilt more profitably apply thyſelf to this, than 
to an enquiry after the magnitude or number or 
diſtance of the ſtars of heaven ; after the bowels 
of the earth, or the depth of the ſeas, and the 
ſource of the rivers or tides; after the policy 
of ſtates, or the arts of commerce, or the laws 
of both. For theſe yield but temporary ſervice 
and are at his diſpoſal whoſe blood thefe mur- 
derers ſeek. Whereas this will yield thee a ſpi- 
ritual, an everlaſting good; and if thou truly 
loveſt Jzs8vs, thou wilt not, thou canſt not 
quit this ſad paſſage of the almighty Saviour's 
luffering for thee, to procure thee an intereſt in 
the things of heaven and earth, in this life and 
that which is to come, without a bitter ſigh. 

3. When therefore the world oppoles thee, 
and throws out many improper things againſt 
thee, be not thou broken down, if thou, like thy 
Lorp, goeſt thro? evil, as well as good report; 
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neither with the threatenings of thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves: but be mindful of the moſt 
tient Jesvs, and of the evil-ſpeaking he bore 
for thee ; and with a deaf ear ſuffer frivolous 
rumours to paſs thee, When alſo the good deeds 
of grace in thee are objected to thce as evil works, 
and very many oppoſe themſelves againſt thy 
teſtimony, unwilling to take thy word : z or with 
cauſcleſs diſlike of thy company or manners, 
cry, * away with” thee, or with envious ma— 
lice are intent to croſs and perſecute thee : meek- 
ly bear ail theſe things, becauſe thou art not 
more innocent than Cnals r, whom they liked 
not to have fellowſhip with, and againſt whom 
they inſultingly ſaid, cruciſy bim, crucify him. 
Determine therefore this before hand; becauſe 
thou ſhalt undergo many contradictions of ſinners, 
in the ways of Cop: nor wilt thou have praiſe 
of this Goo, unleſs for his ſake thou ſhalt be 
exerciſed with various ſufferings. Becauſe he 
hath himſelf ſaid to his beloved friends; Ble/- 
fed are ye, when men ſhall hate you and revile you 
for ive jon of man's ſake.” Follow therefore the 
innocent Ixsus, rejected indeed by wicked men 
in the earth, but choſen of Goo, the Father, 
and crowned in heaven with glory and honour. 
Let not the foul breath of ſlander nor evil-ſpeak- 
ings, which paſs as the wind, overcome thee, 
for whom © an eternal weight of glory“ is pre- 
ared. Theretore I do. now intreat thy immenſe 
love, O molt friendly LORD JESsus CHRIST, 
to kindle in my heart the grace of great ſympa- 
thy and compattion that f may never be found 
in enmity againſt thee, hurrying thee away from 
my mind and thoughts, as if I was weary of thy 
{xrvice, and unwilling thou ſhouldſt rule and 
live 
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live in me, nor join in the outcry againſt thee, 
the head; againſt thy body, the church; againſt 
thy members, my brethren. Make me ſo to 
burn with the holy fire of the love of thee; 
that I may rejoice peaceably to endure all re- 
vilings and wrongful charges, and not be at- 
raid of the terrors of men, nor be troubled at 
their revilings ; but love with all the affections 
of my heart to imitate thee in the offence of the 
croſs : tho* the world hate me as it hated thee. 
Arm me againſt all carnal provocations, and 
grant me with due diſcipline, thro" the ſpi- 
rit, to crucify the hurtful motions of ſin in my 
fleſh; to bewail alſo with tears the offences 
and faults already committed by me, and ne- 
ver deliberately to conſent to any of the aſſaults 
of the devil and corrupt luſts. Laſtly, in every 
ſpiritual combat and diſtreſs of heart, when our 
foes ſhall be of our houſhold, and thy church 
ſhall be caſt out, as thou wert, by thoſe who pro- 
feſs themſelves its members, may 1 pour out 
my ſoul unto thee in prayer: and © hear thou 
„from thy dwelling-place,” and help and de- 
fend me from the wiles of the enemy, under the 
ſtandard of thy life-giving crols. Be what was 
prepared for thy reproach, my remedy ; be the 
promiſes which thou didit reſt in amidſt thy ſor- 

row, my ſtay in my fellowſhip with thy ſuffer- 
ings; that I alſo, tho' men curſe, may be bleſ- 
led by thee; may find thee the help of my coun- 
tenance, and may devoutly bring, by the 
victory of thy holy croſs, the acceptable ſacrifice 
of praiſe to thee, who by being this out- caſt of 
the people, haſt brought me, who deſerved to be 
baniſhed from God, nigh unto Gop.. Amen. 
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Of the ſtripping and ſcourging of IEsus. 


Bleſs and thank thee, O Lok D Jesus CHRISTH, 
thou molt gracious protector of all that hope 
in thee, who “ clotheſt thyſelf with light as it 
« were with a garment,” for the ſhameful ſtri 
ping of thee in the preſence of thy deriders, which 
thou didſt ſubmit to for me; when at the cruel 
command of the impious judge, thou waſt or- 
dered to be {tripped of thy garments by the ſol- 
diers of the Prætorian band, and this even to 
thy ſkin; to be bound thus naked with hard 
cords, and to be violently beat and ſcourged 
with moſt ſharp rods and thongs, as a mali- 
cious ſeducer and a molt grievous tranſgreſſor 
of the law, in order to content and appeaſe 
the incenſed minds of the prieſts of thine own 
.church. For they, forgetful of the very deſign of 
their miniſtry, and becoming a wicked aſſem- 
bly, had, after conſpiring againſt thy life, de- 
livered thee to the judge, ſeeking to ſwallow 
up thy life, and to fend thee down with ſorrow 
to the grave; but little thinking that Pilate on- 
ly ordered “ the ſtripes”, which infinite juſtice re- 
quired, and now by its own ordinance exacted of 
our nature in thee, and by which wwe are healed.” 
I praiſe and honour thee with moſt humble ado- 
ration, eſpecially for thy being moſt ſtraitly and 
clofely bound, as a facrifice, with cords to the 
hard pillar ; that thou mighteſt looſe us from 
the bonds of our ſins, who have deſerved to 
be tied to a ſtanding and everlaſting puniſhment, 
and mighteit reſtore us to perpetual liberty in 
| heavenly 


( 21 ) 
heavenly things. I praiſe and glorify thee 
with continual thanks, for thy moſt cruel ſcour- 
ging; for every of the hard blows and the moſt 
acute prickings of thy moſt holy and tender 
body; whilſt theſe fierce whippers unmerci- 
fully ſtruck thy immaculate fleſh ; adding ſtripe. 
to ſtripe ; inflicting on all ſides bruiſe upon 
bruiſe ; plowing as plowers on thy back and mak- 
ing long furrows, that no part of thee ſhould 
remain unhurt ; but that the numberleſs foun- 
tains of thy precious blood, as purple rivulets, 
might abundantly flow forth at every ſtroke, to 
waſh us from the inveterate pollutions of our 
fins, who were “ altogether corrupt, the whole 
head ſick, the whole heart faint, having from 
« the ſole of the foot even to the head no ſound- 
* neſs” in us; to cleanſe our ſouls by this thy 
moſt precious blood, from all their guilt; and 
to make our ſcourges the ſtripes of a loving fa- 
ther, not of a vengeful judge. For now ſurely 
was fulfilled in thee, as our ſurety, the evil 
which Feruſalem's trouble did but ſhadow forth, 
and contained in this ſaying of the Loxp Gop ; 
An evil, an only evil, behold, is come; an end 
«* is come, the end is come, it watcheth for thee, 
* behold it is como. Now will I ſhortly pour out 
* my fury upon thee and accompliſh mine anger upon 
* thee, and I will judge thee according to thy ways, 
and will recompenſe thee for all thine abominations, 
and mine eye ſhall not ſpare, neither will I have 
«* pity,” 

2. Alas, alas, O Lorp, how great was the 
fury of the moſt iniquitous Jews, for whom thou 
didit ſuffer all this! how ſtony were the hearts 
of the ſmiters, who were not afraid without 
cauſe to whip thee, thou faireſt among the chil- 
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dren of men. But they ſtood up againſt thee, 
like the giants of old, and ſpared not. O thou 
holy Immanuel, thou elect child, the child of 
my Lok p, why didſt thou commiſerate me that 
was worthy of fo much bitterneſs : one that am 
leſs than nothing? For I, even I, a loſt man, 
laden with iniquity, was the cauſe of all this thy 
ſorrow and confuſion ; my back was the foo/s 
which deſerved the ſtripes. But the greatnels 
of my ſins was woe to thee, for the doing away 
of which it was neceſſary that thou, the incarnate 
Jzrovan, the Son of Gor, ſhouldeſt ſuffer ſuch 
bitter torments. Therefore, thou devout ſoul, 
mindful of the ſcourging of the Lox D, redeem- 
ed and bought by the purple blood of CHRIST, 
and with the affection of his great and divine 
compaſſion, return him all the oblſequiouſneſs 
of a moſt diligent gratitude. And do thou, the 
religious miniſter of Gop, who liveſt as his am- 
baſſador in the world and his follower, and ſtandeſt 
jn his ſtead” to man, conſtantly direct the eyes 
of thy mind hither. For if any hardſhip ſhall 
occur, any thing contrary to the fleſh to be 
borne, it will by a holy meditation on the 
ſcourged Jesus become light, and eaſy to be 
endured. Again, when ' thou, O man, art 
found to be a criminal, and art to be corrected 
for thy faults, and to receive penal diſcipline 
for any vic:ous exceſſes; humble thyſelf with a 
rrue penitent heart in the faith ; directly call to 
mind how the moſt innocent ]Jesus was ſtripped 
naked and ſeverely ſcourged for thee; prepare 
thyſelf voluntarily to undergo diſcipline from 
Gop's ordinance, in remembrance of the Log D's 
ſcourging ; and take it meckly as from Gop, 


and as the chaſtiſement of a father, Bow down 
1 thy 
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| thy neck and ſubmit thy whole body to what- 
ever is inflicted on thee : and amidſt it devoutly 
muſe thus within thyſelf, My wickedneſs is ever in 
my /ight, and my fin is ever before me. Waſh me 
thoroughly, O Lord, from mine iniquity and 
cleanſe me from my fin. Againſt thee - have I ſinned, 
and done this evil in thy fight. ** Therefore I have 
juſtly deſerved thy eternal wrath, much more 
this chaſtiſement ; but bleſſed be thou, O Gon, 
who, having ſaved me from this by thy ſtripes, 
art now pleaſed to correct me with the love of 
a father. O ſanctify it to the reclaiming me 
from the love of the world.” For it is far, infi- 
nitely far better that thou ſhouldſt now ſubmit 
thyſelf to the temporal evils which may come on 
thee, and ſhouldſt be reclaimed under theſe a- 
flictions to a ſenſe of thy guilt, and be brought 
back to Gop by this gracious Saviour, than 
that afterwards thou ſhouldſt be doomed to eter- 
nal torments. Or ſhould a perſecution ariſe for 
CyrIsT's ſake, and a ſcourge of the tongue 
or a rod come upon thee, O faithful ſoul ; be- 
hold in thy Lokxp the examp'e thou art to fol- 
low; and be content to ſuffer with Cauri1sT in 
the world, remembering that by this thou doſt 
ſanfify the LORD Gob in thy heart; and that then 
the Spirit of glory reſteth upon thee : that God is 
© with thee in trouble to deliver thee”, and that 
he who toucheth thee, toucheth the apple of Gop's 
he. For they who refuſe now, in their courſe, 
to ſuffer ſcourges with Jesvs, who thus ſut- 
tered for them, will afterwards be exciuded, as 
unworthy children, from the kingdom of CarisT. 
3. O molt precious Jesus, who walt ſo ſharp- 
ly ſcourged for me, a moſt vile ſinner, grant me 
with mournful heart ro behold every of the pla- 
ces 
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ces of thy ſtripes ; and with inward and ardent 
affection, moſt devoutly to eſteem thoſe wounds, 
from which I. perceive flowing unto me the 
ſweeteſt ** ſavour of life”, the reſtoring balm of 
eternal ſalvation. Inflame me with the fervour 
of that immenſe love, with which thou didſt 
prove thou lovedſt me, when thou didſt con- 
deſcend moſt patiently to endure { many ſtripes of 
the ſcourge for me, thy poor condemned ſervant, 
that I might be juſtified and acquitted. Beſtow 
the aſſiſtance of thy heavenly grace on my in- 
firmity, when a burden of tribulation is coming 
upon me. May I not, when oppreſſed by any 
violent trouble, be dejected or inordinately at- 
fected with it; but keeping in mind thy un- 
juſt ſcourging, be found moſt gentle and ready 
to ſuffer every grievance. Make me a parta- 
ker with thee in ſuffering, and rouſe me to 
amendment with thoſe gracious ſcourges for my 
offences, which thou ſhalt be pleaſed to vit me 
with. Let me not be like the children, who, 
making their faces harder than a rock, receive no 
correction, neither turn to him that ſmiteth them: 
but may 1 ſo hear the rod and who bath appointed 
it, and be humbly chaſtiſed and penitent after 
that 1 am turned of ther; that I may “ ſerve 
© thee” the more * acceptably” in the preſent 
world, and may gloriouſly triumph with - thee 
in the world to come ; where al} the faints, ha- 
ving all fears of evil removed, do rejoice with 
thee in the everlaſting victory of patience in the 
faith. For tho' thy church may be {ſmitten 
with a rod, like Zion's inhabitant of old, and 
like thee, its head, in this world; yet 4 very 
little while and the indignation ſball ceaſe, and 
thine anger in the deſtruttion of its prefers 

Thou 
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Thou ſhalt ir up a ſcourge for them, according 
to the ſlaughter of Midian, at the rock of Oreb; 
and every burden ſhall be taken away from off thy 
people's ſhoulders, and every yoke be deſtroyed 
from off their neck; as certainly as it was from 
Iſrael's in Egypt, and as truly as it was from thine, 
becauſe of the anointing they have of thee. 


— — 
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CHAP. XV. 


Of the ftripping, mocking, crowning, and ſmiting 
of the head of IEsus. 


] Bleſs and thank thee, O Lorp Jesvs Cunrsr, 

thou moſt excellent king of ſaints, and ſplen- 
did crown of eternal glory, for ſuffering the manyun- 
heard-of ſcoffs and vexations, with which thou didſt 
begin at length to be exerciſed by the impious tor- 
mentors; when thou waſt carried by the worth- 
leſs ſoldiers into the judgment-hall ; where 
the whole band being aſſembled, thou, who 
art decked with majeſty and excellency, and ar- 
rayed with the glory of beauty, condeſcending to be 
emptied of all for us, waſt baſely ſpoiled of 
thine own apparel, as the typic high-prieſt was 
on mount Hor before his death; and then again 
walt ſcornfully arrayed in a purple robe, that 
thou- mighteſt clothe us, who are deſtitute of 
every virtue, with the garment of thy moſt 
perfect righteouſneſs, and mighteſt adorn us 
with the graces of thy Spirit, and the ſweet- 
neſs of thy manners. I praiſe and glorify thee, 
thou king, ** whoſe name is the Logp of hoſts,” 
with the ſpecial devotion of my feeling heart, 
for thy moſt grievous puniſhment, which thou 
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didſt moſt patiently ſuſtain in receiving 2 crowy 
of thorns on thy ſacred head for us, poor worms, 
For then, O thou the angel of the Lok, who, to fi- 
gure this ſad ſcene of perplexity in our fleſh,appear. 
ed in the burning buſb that was not conſumed, thy 
moſt bleſſed head, ſanctified from the womb, 
above all Nazarites, was ſo thick ſet with com- 
plicated and buſhy thorns, the emblems of 
our offences and fins, which went as a fore bur: 
den over it, in the day of thy bearing the fire 
of Gop's indignation ; and was lo ſharply pierced, 
even to the tender covering of thy brain ; that 
plentiful ſtreams of thy blood flowed forth from 
every part, from thy neck and ears, thine eyes 
and cheeks, over thy {ſweet face, ſcarce dry as 
yet from the ſpitting of the Jews, and all bloody 
and disfigured. O exceedingly lamentable ſpec- 
tacle, to ſee the tabernacle of Gop ſo broken 
down, the Son of Gop ſo ignominiouſly crown'd, 
in whom no guile, or {in could be found! 
Oh the rage of the ſoldiers, who were not at- 
raid with ſo many plaited thorns to ſtab ſo holy, 
ſo beautiful, ſo noble, and ſo venerable a head; 
and even dared to uſe a mocking ſalutation, to 
ſmite and make a public ſhew of the king of 
angels himſelf, without whoſe favour they mult 
then have periſhed from the earth! O moſt 
meek Jzsus, O thou exceedingly friendly king, 
thou © crown of glory” to the confeſſors of 
thy name, thou ſtrength of milicant ſouls, thou 
ſupreme bleſſedneſs of thoſe . who © reign in life,” 
thou great example to thy diſciples and follow- 
ers, how vilely art thou treated for me! how 
barbarouſly tortured ! with how many con!onnd- 
ing circumſtances art thou crouded from with- 


out, and with what unſpeakable pains over- 
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read within! that thou mighteſt ſnatch me, 
« like a fire-brand out of the fire,” from ever- 
laſting confuſion, and from the never-cealing 
pains of hell: that thou, taking the briars of 
my offences, and giving me the crown of right- 
eouſneſs, the diadem of thy beauty, mighteſt, by a 
fellowſhip with the power of thy ſufferings and 
reſurrection, purge my heart alſo from the 
thorns of perplexing and wounding vices; and 
mighteſt, by thy having this crown of thorns, 
crown me with a glory and honour, * that 
« fadeth not away, eternal in the heavens.” 
For it was © the yoke of my tranſgreſſions” 
that was bound“ around thy neck ;” and the 
ſins of every individual, that ſupplied a thorn 
and wreathed this crown and all the - greater 
perplexity it denoted around thy ſacred brows. 

2. I praiſe and honour thee for that ſcoffing 
ſalutation and inſulting ſpeech made to thee, 
when the miniſters of cruelty, with knees bent 
before thee, gave thee hard blows ; ſeverely 
ſtruck thee on the face ; contemptuouſly wer- 
ſhipped thee with mock adoration, and ſcorn- 
fully calling thee king, with irreverent mirth 
conſtrained to proclaim thy true title, cried out, 
laying, hail ! king of the Jews, Ah, conſider, 
thou mortal man, thou ſervant of ſin, to how 
great anguiſh and contempt * Gop manifeſt in 
* the fleſh” and © the only-begotten of the Fa- 
* ther” is made ſubject for thee. Open the ears 
of thy mind, and give a looſe to pious ſighs 
and tears at the barbarous cry of Pilate; behold 
the man. If therefore there be any fellow-ſhip with 
the Spirit; if any bowels of mercies in thee, groan 
and weep together with the author of the uni- 
verſe, with this “ man of ſorrows.” I praiſe 
and bleſs thee, O honourable Jesvs, for bear- 
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ing the contempts and mockeries, which they 
practiced towards thee, when they put a reed 
into thy right hand, inſtead of a royal ſcepter, 
to give a further increaſe to thy confuſion ; as 
if thou hadſt been a profane uſurper of the roy. 
al dignity : little thinking that, in thy infinitely 
wife diſpenſation, they were hereby made to 
ſhew, that it was our nature gave unto thee the 
reed of our infirmity, and“ the weakneſs of the 
ce fleſh”, with which we had indeed ſet up for ſelt- 
governors, and by the bearing of which thus 
bruiſed, thou waſt to make it the rod and a 
of believers, the ſcepter of righteouſneſs, and a 
rod of iron to break thine enemies in pieces, like a pot- 
ters veſſel. For tho' thou art the rod of Jeſſe, 
which gaveſt the rods of Moſes and Aaron, and 
the tribes all their power, and the ſcepter; 
of princes and governors ever ſince; yet wouldſt 
thou bear our infirmity, that thy power might 
be made perfect in our weakneſs. I praiſe and 
exalt thee for the moſt hard blows received on 
thy already wounded head ; when mercileſs men 
and moſt ſavage tormentors, having lifted up 
the reeden flaff, for the accompliſhment of the 
prophecy, the Loxp Hall ſmite Iſrael as a reed, 
did violently prick thy holy head with repeated 
blows; and, at another time, ſpitting on thee, 
as one that was unclean and only fit to be ſhut 
out of the camp of the ſaints, did caft out with 
their envenomed tongues, the filthy froth of 
their mouths; ſo that thou couldſt ſay, as in 
the prophet, I hid not my face from ſhame and ſpit- 
ting. Come forth now, thou daughter of Jeruſa- 
lem, and behold king Solomon with the crown, 
with which his mother (the ſynagogue of the 
Fews) crowned him, in the day of his eſpouſals (to 
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dur nature.) Behold how great this perſon is 
who goes forth: with what great ſorrow and 
reproach he is led out, at Pilate's command, 
that his moſt piteous appearance might be made 
public to all! Really to have ſeen theſe things 
had been miſery; to think on them is a great 
aſniction; to compaſſionate them devour love re- 
quires us. 

3. Behold the moſt patient and moſt meek 
Jzsvs goes forth from the judgment-hall, bear- 
ing on his head the crown of thorns, and in 
the purple robe; to ſee if perhaps the madneſs 
of a treacherous people might be ſomewhat mo- 
vedto the affection of compaſſion, at perceiving 
him ſo enormouſly diſhonoured, and ſo mer- 
cilefsly afflicted. But alas! alas! the evil- 
minded mob more violently rages, with hotter 
fury; and upon the governor's crying out pub- 
lickly, behold the man, theſe ungrateful men of the 
city, who were mad and had ſworn together againſt 
him, and had before ſaid in their hearts, “ we will 
not have this man to rule over us,” more fiercely 
echo their ſpiteful rejection of him, away with 
him, away with bim; crucify bim, crucify bim. 
On the hearing and bringing all theſe things 
into the inward receſſes of thy heart, tremble 
in thyſelf at the greatneſs of thy ſins, which 
occaſioned this grief; be worked up into a ho- 
ly hatred of ungodlineſs, and wax pale at this 
excels of his ſorrow, thou moſt faithful lover 
of Jxsus: beat thy breaſt, pour out thy tears 
and proſtrate thyſelf before the crowned IESus, 
being in the form of God and the prince of kings, 
yet for thee bearing this mock-form of royal- 
ty, and as a deſpicable ſlave, filled with con- 
tuſion, Who, that thou mighteſt reign in life, 
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and that he might reclaim thee from luſting 
after worldly glory, and might extinguiſh in 
thee the plague of pride, moſt graciouſly ſub- 
mitted himſelf to all theſe dreadful puniſhments, 
Be aſhamed then to be found a delicate and 
effeminate member under this thorned head, bow- 
ing himſelf down from moſt excellent majeſty 
to hard and lowly circumſtances. Do not ſeek 
the ways of a looſer life, but be rather zealous 
after ſtricter diſcipline. Be confounded, all 
ye ſons of pride, who pant after loftier things 
and lifr your head on high, that you may ſeem 
more worthy, becauſe more exalted in your 
own account than others: when you become, 
by this very means, ſo much the worſe, and 
fo much the lower and aba/ed in Gop's eſtima- 
tion. Bluſh to affect ſplendor in the preſence 
of the ſcourged and thorn-crowned Jesvs, all 
ye who delight to adorn yourſelves with jew- 
els, with coſtly apparel and platted hair; who 
ſurround your dying fleſh with gold and ſilver; 
who put ornaments on your heads for often- 
tation, and conſider not the work of your re- 
demption, with what direful pains you were 
bought off from the execution of the fery law, 
that you might be made the children of Gop, the 
ſervants, the brethren and imitators of the lowly Ix- 
sus; caught, as theram of old, in the thicket ofour ſins. 

4. Be comforted, be comforted, thou poor 
and alcerated Lazarus; and whoſoever thou art 
that art counted deſpicable in this world, be- 
cauſe thou carrieſt in thee a greater likeneſs of 
Jesuvs of Nazareth in thy infirmities and con- 
tempt, than the rich man that in his evil goings 
is clad with purple and fine linen. Alſo, thou 


_ needy diſciple, be not aſhamed to be com 
with 


Ti 
with coarſe apparel ; becauſe it is a ſpecial ho- 
nour to thee before Gop and his angels, if, 
being homely in thy dreſs, thou ſhalt appear 
clothed with the righteouſneſs, which 7s upon 
them that believe; and ornamented with holy 
manners, and a meek and quiet ſpirit, For it is 
a great ſhame to a profeſſor of the holy name of 
Jesus, if he ſhall covetouſly ſeek fine raiment, 
who ought to be dead to the world and its va- 
nities, and to be moderate in the uſe of the crea- 
tures; and who, having meat, drink and rai- 
ment, and ſuch an example in Jesvs CHRIST, 
thus ſtripped and ſcourged, is taught there- 
with to be content. O what real and ſweet 
conſolation doth the ſelf- denying diſciple find 
in affliction, who does not neglect with moſt 
ſorrowful heart often to ruminate on the moſt 
poignant coronation of Jesus! As often there- 
fore as thou perceiveſt. thyſelf perplexed with 
thorny circumſtances in the world and with the 
briars of the men of the world, remember all the 
thorns of Jesvs, which he bore for thee; and 
thou wilt take it meekly; even if thou ſhalt receive 
exaſperating provocations from others ; or be af- 
flicted with pains of the head, or (what is for the 
molt part grievous) art encompaſſed, and, in 
things of capital importance to thee and thy re- 
putation, art wounded with various thorns of of- 
tenfive detractions and pointed calumnies, faſtened 
upon thee by the malice and envy of the world. 
For it is in every reſpect far more happy for thee 
to be afflicted now with the afflicted IE Sus; to bear 
alſo a crown of thorns with the thorn- crowned 
Jesvs, by ſuffering many grievous things here, 
even from profeſſed members of the ſame church, 
rather than for living after, and wantoning in 
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the luſts of the fleſh in this world, crowned 
with its pleaſures and the applauſe of men, 
hereafter to ſuffer all the everlaſting perplexity 
of the inconceivably piercing puniſhments of 
hell, and, (what is more ſevere to the damned 
than all their other ſharpeſt torments) to be eter- 
nally driven away into the chains of darkneſs, 
and baniſhed from the moſt delightful face of 
the ſaving Jesus, and from the moſt joyful 
preſence of his glory, and from the ſweet and 
tranſporting company of the bleſſed angels and 
apoſtles and prophets and martyrs and ſaints, 
triumphing in and with their Lorp in eternal 
light, O how cheartul and undaunted will he 
ſtand at the laſt and dreadful judgment, before 
the preſence of the Son of man, of this eter- 
nal king, who is not now aſhamed, in his faith 
and love, to bear his reproach from the world, 
and the pains of bodily ſufferings, for his name's 
ſake! O how acceptable, precious and dear to 
Gor is that foul, and how fruitful and profi- 
table will its meditation appear to be, which 
is made inwardly contrite for the ſufferings of 
IEsus, is wounded to the heart for his wounds, 
and dies together with, him for his death, an 

amorous death to fin and the world. 
5. I grieve for thee, thou gracious IEsvs, pa- 
tient and meek, grievouſly ſcourged, ſhame- 
fully mocked, and molt cruelly crowned for me; 
and that I may be able to grieve more abun- 
dantly, I intreat of thee the grace of a piercing 
compunction. Wheretore, lowly proſtrating my- 
ſelf before thee, who haſt taught both kings and 
ſubjects what both muſt expect, that would 
rotect or obey after thy moſt perfect example, 
I adore thy venerable majeſty, diſdainfully 
preſſed 
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preſſed down in the fleſh to exalt me, beſeeching 
thee from the very bottom of my heart, with 
wiſh-ful lips clearly to impreſs, and ſtrongly to 
fix in my heart that miſerable aſpect, which thou 
waſt ſeen to have, in that ſad hour, when thou 
waſt caſt out from all men, as an abominable 
leper; and waſt tumultuouſly led forth, crown'd . 
with thorns, for a public ſhow. May this moſt |. 
wretched appearance of thine enter into me, en- 
ter into the inmoſt receſſes of my heart, and ſo 
effectually work a holy compunction and godly 
ſorrow in me, that every thing which ſavours 
of the world and vain deſire may periſh from 
my eyes; every thing which is carnal and luſt- 
ful utterly die away ; every thing which is bitter 
and vile, as ſuffered for thee, be ſweet and plea- 
fant unto me. May thy ſufferings overcome 
my evil affections, and thy moſt grievous ſor- 
rows ſoften my daily troubles. May this idea 
of thy coronation, ſeriouſly and deeply conſi- 
dered, afford me great comfort in adverſity, 
and ſtrengthen” me againſt the aſſaults of incon- 
ſtant wanderings. For a mind employed about 
divine things, and given to holy compunction 
is freed from offenſive thoughts and evil ima- 
ginations, and is protected from the aſſaulting 
darts of the enemy. 

6. Put away from me alſo, O Lorp Jzsvs 
CnRisT, every ſpot of ſelfiſhneſs. Cloath me 
with real virtues, and grant me chearfulneſs in 
tribulation; that I may learn to bear it with 
meekneſs, even though the neceſſaries of life 
ſhould be taken away from me; and not to fret 
myſelf or be envious, if I have eld or mean ap- 
parel, inſtead of a newer and more ſplendid 
dreſs. May I not murmur againſt thoſe that 
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diſdainfully deride me; neither contend with 
thoſe that cauſeleſsly rebuke me: but may I,. 
having thy thorny crown in remembrance, take 
with an undiſturbed and even mind, whatever 
afflictive pains or troubles ſhall come upon me; 
that as ſuffering together, I may be glorified 
together with thee. Prick at laſt the hard- 
nels of my heart, and with one of the ſharpeſt 
thorns on thy head, pierce through the head 
and ſource of the body of fin in it; that all 
the corruptions of my noxious blood, mingled 
with the concupiſcence of my mortal fleſh, may 
flow out at the wound; and that the great 
dart of thy ſacred love may. remain fixed in 
it; till I ſhall be vouchſafed in thy mercy to 
be fully cleanſed from the horns of vices, and 
from the zhifiles of tribulations, and to be 
thoroughly furniſhed with the ſeeds of virtues 
in thee; ſo that the ground of my heart, infext- 
ed with the original curſe, may, by the ſprink- 
ling of thy molt ſacred blood, receive a new 
bleſſing. That for the briar of envy, the role 
of love may ſpring up in me; for the nettle 
of Juſt, the lilly of chaſtity; for the bur of 
vanity, the violet of humility z for the bram- 
ble of ſeverity, the flower of gentleneſs. Amen. 


— 


CHAP. XVI. 


Of the unjuſt condemnation of Jesus to the death of 
| . the croſs. 


1.1 Bleſs and thank thee, OLorp Jesus CHRIST, 
thou author of lite, thou habitation and rule 

of juſtice,” for uadergoing an unjuſt condemnation 
| to 


8 

to death, without any offence committed by 
thee to merit it; whilſt the man who is a mur- 
derer and ſeditious perſon, and therefore un- 
worthy of life, is ſaved. O exceedingly per- 
verſe judgment and wretched exchange! For 
when there was a great tumult made among 
the people, and the judge was unable, by any 
means to appeaſe the fury of the Jews; he ſer 
thee before the judgment-ſeat, and uttered this 
wicked ſentence. againſt thee, that Barabbas, 
the robber, ſhould be releaſed alive, who was 
for a very capital crime truly guilty of death, 
and thou, innocent and undefiled with any offence, 
be delivered to the crols ; there to be puniſhed 
with a moſt ignominious death. Alas, alas! 
what is the judgment of this world; and how 
far off is righteouſneſs baniſhed, when the wick- 
ed begin to have the dominion ! Behold, how 
the righteous periſhes,” and there is ſeem- 
ingly none to deliver him. O what a forrow- 
ful conſideration! He, who is truth itſelf, is 
given up to deceivers; the unjuſt ſcourges the 
Juſt; the innocent is delivered up inſtead of the 
guilty; the robber is choſen before CHRIST, 
and Barabbas in bonds is releaſed for IESsus of 
Nazareth. The lamb is exchanged for the 
wolf, the ſaint for the criminal, the beſt for 
the worſt; a loſt man eſcapes inſtead of the true 
Gop. Darkneſs is preferred to light, vice to 
virtue, death to life, clay to gold, the ſhell to 
the pearl, the infamous to the honourable |! 
Who ſighs not at the hearing of theſe things? 
Who is not incenſed againſt the Jets? Who 
does not accuſe the judge? Tho' he waſh his 
hands, tho' he excuſe himſelf beſore men, tho? 
he ſhall have done it for fear of Cæſar, tho” 

4 forced 
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forced by the importunity of the Jews, yet was 
he not free from guilt ; for he knew *© that for 
e envy they had delivered him”. Better indeed 
had it been for him to have loſt- the honour of 
a temporary principality, than to have con- 
demned the innocent, whom he knew to be a 
juſt perſon. More profitable had it been to him 
to have loſt the whole world, than to have fin- 
ned againſt Gop, and to have murdered his 
CuRISsT. But our anger ſhould not riſe againſt 
the Fews only, who, in their malice, fulfilled 
the prophetic ordinance, that the whole con- 
“ gregation ſhould bring the lamb for a ſacri- 
* fice; that ſo the offenders againſt Gop might 
4e by this receive a diſcharge and remiſſion of 
& their ſins.” No, our wrath ſhould boil againſt 
ourſelves, who have indeed been, like Barabbas, 
guilty of an inſurrection againſt thee, and re- 
bels againſt thy goverament, and murderers of 
thy image in us; who lay bound in the chains 
of our - fins, deſerving of eternal death, and 
made it neceſſary for thee thus to ſurrender thy- 
ſelf, and for us by faith to bring thee for a ſa- 
crifice, as our true paſſaver; that we, as had 
been then uſual amongſt them, might be re- 
leaſed from the wrath of Gap. For tho? the 
ſentence was unjuſt on the part of Pilate, yet was 
it moſt juſt on the part of God, that thou, who 
didſt ſtand for us, ſhouldft be ſentenced by his 
ordinance to ſuffer our ſhame and death, in or- 
der to our acquittance and juſtification. Where- 
fore to ſhew to us that thy being condemned in 
the ſinner's ſtead procured his diſcharge, thou, the 
- moſt perfect oblation, didſt provide that a Barab- 
has ſhould be releaſed, when thou waſt ſentenced 
0 die, O bieſſed, for ever bleſied be thy * 
or 
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for love, as well as wiſdom and power, above 
every name that is named. For what love is 
like this; for Gop to ſubmit to be condemned, 
that I might be juſtified ; for the Lox D, who is 
« glorious in holineſs,” to be demanded by the 
voice of juſtice to the croſs, that I, the Barabbas, 
might he releaſed. Make then my love of thee, 
who ſo freely loved me and releaſed me, an 
* enemy, ungodly” and without ſtrength, as thou 
didſt Barabbas, above every other love; that as 
thou waſt delivered ſolely for our offences, ſo 

I may live only for thy glory. i 
2. O how terrible a judgment will there be at 
the laſt day to the wicked rejectors of this pre- 
cious releaſe, and to the unbelieving, who till 
prefer their old man, their ſinful nature, to the 
new man and the new nature of CHRIST; and will 
not be ſaved by this ſubſtitution of him; when 
this Gop, the judge of quick and dead, now 
unjuſtly judged, ſhall appear again in all the 
glory of his majeſty ! But then ſhall all the faith- 
ul be glad, who now grievduſly mourn for the 
unjuſt condemnation of the Logp Jesus CHRIST 
on their account, and plead their releaſe by him. 
Then ſhall they be joyful and ſecure, who pa- 
tiently bear the afflitions of the preſent time, 
the loſs of worldly goods, and all contempt of 
themſelves. O holy and ſweet Jesus, who 
waſt unjuſtly judged by Pilate, the governor, 
and ſentenced to the ſhame of the croſs, vouch - 
ſafe me humbly to undergo every ſentence pro- 
nounced againſt me; nor unwiſely to judge him 
who is ſet over me, nor to attack him who brings 
a railing accuſation againſt me with injurious 
ipeech ; but after the example of thy patience, 
to practiſe the like virtue of ſilence ; neither to 
| count 
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count it a heavy thing to be trodden upon by 
one that is 'mightier than I, but to leave eve 
judgment cf the law to be diſcuſſed by thee, 
at the laft great day; and to commit myſelf 
unto thee, as into the hands of a faithful Crea- 
tor. For the ſervant is not greater than bis lord; 
for if they judged wickedly concerning thee, 
who art the judge of all men, and thou, who 
wert unexceptionably pure in every reſpect, didſt 
not oppoſe the violence of the adverſaries : how 
much more will it behove me, who in many 
things do frequently offend, patiently to ſub- 
mit, under the cenſures of thoſe who are ſet 
over me; and to endure the raſh judgments of 
the world; conſidering that tho” I may not de- 
ſerve it of men, yet I have offended Gop, by 
whom are ordained the powers that are, Help 
me, O merciful and indulgent Jesus, to bear 
the yoke of ſubjection and the rod of correction; 
and in all the tribulations that ſhall happen to 
me in this world, when I ſhall ſee others, even 
men of evil report, and my foes preferred be- 
fore me, or profited at my coſt, nay, at the 
price of my life, to remember thy condeſcenſion, 
thy ſorrows and reproaches for me. 


C HAP. XVI. 
Of Jesus's carrying the croſs, and of his being led 
150 Calvary, the place of ſrulls.” 


1. I Bleſs and thank thee, OL ORD Jesus CHRIST, 
thou true vine, thou way of life, and our 
ſa vation, the promiſed ſced, and the true joy of all 
people, for thy humble carrying of the moſt 
grievous' and molt ignominious croſs; _ 
| thou, 
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thou, like aac, thy figure, didſt humbly and 
moſt patiently condeſcend to bear for the re- 
demption of the whole human race, that all na- 
tions might be bleſſed in thee; and that thou 
mighteſt carry back the loſt ſheep, long brought 
and painfully found in this wilderneſs, on thine 
own neavy-laden ſhoulders, to the fold of hea- 
ven. I praiſe and honour thee, thou molt 'glo- 
rious ſtandard © lifted up to the nations,” and 
the bearer of the Chriſtian army, for thy mourn- 
ful and troubleſome going forth ; when with 
the ponderous wood of the croſs, unmerciful- 
ly put upon thee, thou waſt ignobly led, at the 
typic facrifice, ou? of :be camp, out of che gates 

of the excellent city, now become ſpiritually” 

an Zgypt; in which thou, the prophet like un- 
to Moſes, hadſt before, by ſo many miracles 
and holy diſcourſes, ſhone out fo gloricus ; but 
now, thro' the madneſs of all the people raiſed 
to a more violent height, art doomed, as the 
companion of thieves and the captain of robbers, 
to be hanged in the midſt of the worſt of men, 
on- the higheſt * I praiſe and glorify thee, 
O moſt excellent! Jesvs, for this thy moſt dif- 
ficult and moſt irkſome going and unaccuſtom- 
ed journey under- taken for us; for every of the 
ſteps of thy holy feet on the ground, with body 
bowed down; for the exceeding wearineſs of 
thy body, weakened by thy preceding puniſh- 
ments; for thy grievous deſcent and aſcent on 
this uneven way, to Moriab's top, which Abra- 
ham's fon aſcended of old, in order to be ſa- 
crificed, with the burdenſome load of the croſs, 
to make a way of peace and ſtraight paths for 
our feet, and render our burden light; for the 


hurry! ing, the driving and wicked treatment 
which 
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which thou receivedſt from the perverſe atten- 
dants; by whom thou waſt imperiouſly com- 
manded to advance, and auſterely urged on, 
cruelly pricked forward from behind, violently 
dragged on 'before, and very often hurried one 
way, and then another. For thou didſt walk 
exceedingly preſſed and bowed down, when thou 
waſt compelled to bear the inſupportable burden 
of the croſs to the place of Calvary, the ** place 
« of a ſkull.” Ah! never hadſt thou ſuch a 
journey, never didſt thou walk through ſo rug- 
ged a paſs, never bear ſo painful a yoke. 

2. I praiſe and exalt thee, for ſubmitting to be 
thus extremely ſet at nought by the vileſt perſons, 
leading, dragging and inſulting thee ; for the many 
opprobrious ſpeeches thrown out upon thee ; tor 
the criminal detractions from thy innocence, 
moſt. falſly rehearſed againſt thee by the way; 
for the inſolent vauntings of the adverſaries, 
oreatly rejoicing at thy calamity and death and 
{ſcandalous crucifixion ; and ſaying, fie on thee, 
fie on thee; there, there, ſo would we have it. 
Amidſt much wilineſs incloſing thee on every 
ſide thou wenteſt forth, like a meek lamb that 
is led to the laughter, purpoſing our ſalvation, 
pitying the blindneſs of the Jews, and groan- 
ing for the malice of thoſe that led thee ; and 
ſpeaking in the ſpirit theſe words, fer by David 
for thy ſorrowful heart, on this occaſion. © If 
«+ have rewarded evil unto him that was at 
% peace with me, let him lay mine honour 
6 in the duſt. Ariſe, O Lon p, in thine anger, 
« and awake for me to the judgment that thou 
« haſt commanded. Many bulls have com- 
% paſſed me. The troubles of my heart are en- 


„ larged ; O bring thou me out of my diſtreſſes. 
Let 
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« Let them not ſay, we have ſwallowed him up. 
« [ bowed down heavily, as one that mouraeth 
« for his mother.” Thou haſt laid trouble on 
„ our loins. My heart panteth, my ſtrength 
« faileth me. My foul is bowed down; they 
« have digged a pit before me.,“ I bleſs and 
praiſe thee for the affection of heart in thy friends, 
tor the tears compaſſionately poured forth for 
thee, for the devout attendance of the pitying 
women, moſt © bitterly bewailing thee, who 
baſhfully and with dejected countenance did 
follow thee ſome part of thy way; and whoſe 
mournful ſorrow for thee thou, turning to them 
with gracious addreſs, didft thus reſtrain, ſay- 
ing, weep not for me, ye daughters of Jerala- 
lem; but weep for yourſelves and for your children. 
For if they do theſe things in a green tree, what will 
they do in the dry ? O how great at that time was 
the grief of all thy dear friends; how great, 
eſpecially, were the lamentations of the holy 
women, with ſympathizing affection looking 
after thee, but unable to find a paſſage to approach 
thee, or to deliver thee from death ! 

3. But oh! what inconceivable grief did ſeize 
and ſhake the motherly bowels of the virgin, 
when ſhe ſaw her moſt loving and obedient fon 
bear the ſhame of the croſs on his back, and 
hurried away to death! Oh ! would not thy 
bleſſed mother, this moſt pious Mary, have 
then moſt readily borne for thee the moſt griev- 
ous ſcandal of the croſs, and rather, if it might 
have been permitted, have died in thy ſtead ! 
But what ſhe could not, and it was not lawful to 

do in her earthly body, doubtleſs ſhe bore in 
her holy mind. For the foul who moſt fer- 
vently loves, more abundantly ſuffers, is more ſe- 

verel y 
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verely afflicted, and alſo more truly bears the 
croſs, together with thee. And into her affec- 
tionate heart did thy unſearchable forrow deep- 
ly enter. Nor 1s it to be denied that thy moſt 
fervent lover, Mary Magdalene, now almoſt worn 
out by her much bitter weeping, would now 
with affectionate endeavour have ſnatched awa 
thy croſs, and was ready to have aſſumed this 
burden in thy ſtead ; as not knowing what ought 
to be the purchaſe of the forgiveneſs thou hadſt 
given to her. And hence allo there aroſe to thee, 
by various means, an increaſe of inward anguiſh, 
beſides the griefs which troubled thee from with- 
out, for the diſperſion of thy fearful diſciples, 
and for thy mother's ſorrow, for the great of- 
fence taken by many at their behaviour, and 
for the diſtruſt of thoſe, who, even after thy re- 
peated aſſurances that thou wouldeſt riſe again, 
deſpaired of thy reſurrection. For how did their 
faith decline! what a ſlowneſs to believe, and 
what a mixture of unbelief and“ hardneſs of 
„ heart,” worthy of a much ſeverer upbraid- 
ing than thou afterwards gave them, was found 
in them! O religious diſciple of CHRIST, be- 
hold him who was preſſed under thy ſins, 
as a cart is preſſed that is full of ſheaves,” 
taking © the burden of all the people,” laid 
« on him;“ and © ſorrow a little“ for this 
burden of the king of princes, which all the 
burdens of Moab, Egypt, or the nations but faintly 
ſhadow forth. Behold him bearing, with the tree 
the counſel of Gop againſt us, and the weight of 
our guilt, a fore burden, too heavy for man to bear 
and therefore carried by him who ſays, caſt by 
burden on the Lox b, and making him couch _ 

under 
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under it : and ſhrink nor, if thou art compelled 
by the men of the world, like Simon the Cyrenean, 
to bear thy part of the croſs. But when called, 
obediently haſten to become alſo thyſelf a bear- 
er of the myſtical croſs of CarisrT : ſtrive to 
follow the foot-ſteps of thy Redeemer, if thou 
wiſheſt to obtain eternal joys. Dread not the 
rugged way, or narrow path which leads to life, 
nor the ſhort labour of repentance, nor wiſh its 
rigorous diſcipline to be made leſs, but count 
whatever the Chr:ftian church enjoins thee eaſy 
and light; and piouſly fulfil what thy holy vows 
of obedience demand of thee. If thou eſteemeſt 
it difficult to obey the ordinances of the church, 
or to ſubmit to the burdens which the evil world 
may put on thee, know that for thee CHRIST 
obeyed more grievous commands; for thee ſuſ- 
tained a far heavier burden, even to the death 
of the moſt contemptible croſs 3 and that he, 
who like Aaron, appoints each to bis burden, 10 
fill up his effiiions, which are behind in our fleſh, 
will alſo ſtir up ſome one to help thee in the 
bearing of it. Therefore wait patiently on the 
Lord under every croſs, in the faith, that it 
will work by Car1sT, as the croſs he bore 
wrought, for good, andwill make thee, who ſubmit» 
teſt to it, to triumph by it. Obſerve ſtrictly 
the rules of the church thou belongeſt to; for- 
ſake not the path of ſubmiſſion, which leads to 
a kingdom ; decline the ſofter and broader path 
which is wont to bring the ſflothful to a melan- 
choly end. In reality thou didſt enter under 
the croſs, when thou didſt enter into the Chriſtian 
church at thy Dapeuen, Thou didſt bind thyſelf 
more cloſely to ti.: croſs, when thou madeſt an 


open profeſſion of it. Now to have a holy and 
righteous 
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righteous converſation in the faith, ſuch as dif: 
covers in it a denial of ungodlineſs and worldly 
luſts, and an obedient reſignation to the will and 
ordinance of Gop, is to imitate the crucified 
Jzsus. Thou gladly beareſt the croſs, when 
being fervent in buſineſs, and unſeduced by 
eaſe or pleaſure, thou makeſt a holy proficiency 
in thy Chriſtian calling. If thou unwillingly and 
with murmuring, or without conſidering its end 
and being humbled under it beareſt it, thou wilt 
not receive the glory of IEsus, but the puniſh- 
ment of the impious robber. But if thou kind- 
ly and evenly bear all things, (and charity, thou 
ſeeſt from CnrIsT's example, beareth all things) 
thou haſt the union of the boly one, and haſt 
overcome the wicked one. Fear not therefore them 
de that kill the body, and after that have no 
more that they can do;“ neither be diſcoura- 
ged by the ſtrictneſs of ordinances; nor reck- 
on up the length of thy days, which at the 
longeſt are but as a ſhadow : the love of CHRIST 
and the ſweetneſs of aged life will alleviate the 
burden of all thy labours : for thou haſt a fore- 
runner in a ſeverer life, and the guidaace of the 
beſt example, of JEsus, the ſon of Gon, the 
great patron of the croſs, who has himſelf ex- 
perienced the weight of it; and knows when, 
and with what to help thee. Follow therefore 
the Saviour by the croſs, never forſaking his 
religion, nor breaking looſe from thy purpoſe 
of being a fervent obſerver of his command- 
ments, and of the injunctions of them that are 
by him ſet over thee; and thou wilt befor ever 
« ſafe under his ſhadow.” Becauſe if thou wouldſt 
have enjoyed the delights of the world, or have 
uſed things as being independently thine own, with- 
out conſidering thy obligations to lay them out, 

as 
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25 from CHRIST, in the ſervice of CHRIS]; and 
wouldſt have followed thine own ſelf-will, as 
if thou hadſt been the maſter, not the ſervant z 
thou ſhouldeſt not have made a profeſſion of 
the religion of him who chuſes his people out of the 
world, to have added hypocriſy to the guilt of 
every of thy ſins. And belides this, it thou li- 
velt according to the world, thou muſt periſh 
with the world, when the burthen thereof ſhall 
be indeed heavy upon it. But now having fol- 
lowed CuRISTH in the entrance of his religion, 
man- fully hold faſt what thou haſt profeſſed and 
promiled unto the end. Pray to Jesvus effec- 
tually to ſuccour thee, that thou mayeſt not be 
noted away from the bope of the geſpel. For he 
who has before given thee to begin well, will 
allo give unto thee more ſucceſsfully to finiſh thy 
courle to the praiſe of his grace. 
5. O Gop, our Saviour, thou Loa p that cameſt 
forth as a mighty man, thou moſt beloved Jesvs, 
the prince of the Kings of the earth, the 
ruler of angels, and glorious ſtandard-bearer 
of all Chriſtians, who, now becoming abhor- 
red of the nation, the ſervant of rulers, didit 
carry thy croſs on thine own ſhoulders, in the 
preſence of the deriding Fews, for to raiſe up 
the tribes of Jacob, and to give ſaivation to the 
ends of the earth, and an example to thy ſervants ; 
grant me, ſlow as I have hitherto been, to fol- 
low after thee in the way of thy pilgrimage ; 
neither. forſake me before the appointed time of 
my death; but bring my journeying ſoul in 
faith, though under a croſs from the body of 
lin, to mount Calvery, to Moriab's top, where Jaac, 
the heir of the promiſe, in whoſe loins thoudidſt once 
of old lay, was ordered to be offered; to the 
L ” 5 m—_— 
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very mount, which by thy precious death then be- 
came a mountain of myrrh and frankincenſe to us, 
Where thou, the head over all, waſt to be ta- 
ken off, that our heads might be lifted ,up ; where 
thou, the incarnate Gop, waſt crucified and 
died for me, fulfilling the preciſe prophecy, 
« this day in the mount IE HOVAH ſhall be ſeen,” 
that I, in this place of ſkulls, may alſo by faith 
reſt with thee and die in thee, protected under 
the ſtandard of the croſs, ſo that I may, at the laſt, 
riſe and live by thee. Give me to receive from 
thee a principle of new fervour ; not to follow 
the levity of luke-warm profeſſors; but al- 
ways to behold with the eyes of my underſtand- 
ing thy crols-bearing image, and to turn aſide 
from the various vain-ſeeking of the inconſtant. 
Be thou a guide and leader to me in the ſtraight 
path, and a companion in my progreſs ; a help- 
er at every ſeaſon, a comforter in adverſity, and a 
Jabourer together with me in the many troubles 
which I under-go for thy name's ſake. Enable 
me to bear the burden and heat of the day, that 
I may follow the congregation of thy people, 
at all times and in all holy obſervances, Give 
me alſo, in my greateſt ſtraits and anxieties, to 
remember the moſt grievous fatigue which thou 
didit ſuſtain under the burden of the croſs ; be- 
cauſe what I bear is hardly a burden, nay, tis 
a very light afflition, if I conſider but the great- 
neſs of thy exceedingly weighty croſs. 
6. Willingly and affectionately therefore may 
I bear the light burden of the religion I have en- 
tered into, and the eaſy yoke of obedience in 
the faith, which I have taken upon me, relying 
always on thy kind aſſiſtance. Becauſe tho? in- 
deed thou permitteſt me for a little time to be 
burdened 
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burdened in the fleſh, for to increaſe the grace 
of humiliation in me; ſo that I may ſay, with 
thee, Igo heavily and mourning all the day. I 
am bowed down ; yet afterwards in due time and 
meaſure, according to thy great mercy, thou 
turneſt again, and with thy ſweet refreſhings 
relieveſt me. Teach me to ſubdue my own will, 
and to be content with few things; neither to 
ſeek licentiouſly to walk out of the path of my 
duty, or to love wandring abroad, Let my 
hands be employed in the lahour of aa honeſt 
calling, and my heart be meditating on the holy 
ſcriptures. Let all my members ſerve thee, as 
the members of one, that is alive from the dead, 
and as inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto God : let all 
my ſenſes be kept under the ſtrict diſcipline of 
thy grace, and vouchſate to number me with thy 
ſervants and among the true bearers of the croſs. 
Put away from me all hurtiul knowledge of the 
world, and extinguiſh every affection of the 
\ fleſh. May I take no inordinate delight in out- 
ward things, nor in vain converſation; but may 
I ſtudy to apply myſelf to the concerns of the 
inward - man, and to have opportunity for ſecret 
mourning ; ſending forth wiſhful groanings of 
ſpirit for my manifold excefles and more nu- 
merous negligences, that I may readily lay aſide 
the /n, which ſo eaſily beſets me, and caſt away 
whatever retards my progreſs in the virtues of 
the Chriſtian calling. May I conſtantly follow 
the heavenly path of thy ſtedtaſt beholders, 
who, being “ temperate in all things,” know 
to ſoar far above earthly things, in ſweet ele- 
vation of mind, to thee, May I diligently call 
thy croſs, which was ſo lovingly borne for me, 
to my remembrance, in a deep ſenſe of my crim- 
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ſon guilt, which occaſioned it; that with like 
ſteps of faith, I may be ſtirred up to the love 
of the croſs, and may daily reſign myſelf, with 
all my ſurrendered affections, in pure obedience 
to thee, my divine fore-runner, never thinking 
that as the follower of the Gop, crowned with 
thorns, and carrying his croſs, I can be decked with 
roly garlands of pleaſure and eaſe; and have 
my ſhoulders free from every weight of afflict- 
ion. May I alſo, as long as I am enjoined to 
do it, patiently bear the little burden laid upon 
me, and not wantonly refiſt thy wiſely diſpo- 
ſing will, until I ſhall attain the place of wiſh'd for 
ſalvation, and uninterrupted and eternal peace, 
the never-fading crown of a victoriouſly enduring 
patience. | 
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CHA F.. XVI. 


Of the crucifying of Jts Us, naked; and of his high 
and long hanging on the croſs. 


T Bleſs and thank thee, O Lorp Jesvs CHRIST, 
thou moſt gracious maker of mankind, and 
the reſtorer of our corrupted nature, * glorious in 
* thy apparel and travelling in the greatnels 
« of thy ſtrength,“ thou clother of thy church 
% with the garment of falvation,” and the 
coverer of it with the robe of righteouſneſs,” 
for ſuffering the ſhameful ſtripping of thee, and 
being ſet naked, as thou waſt born, before thy 
crucifixion ; when in the ſight of the whole mul- 
titude of ſpectators, whoſe eyes rejoyced to fee 
their defire over thee, and in the preſence of 
the biood-thirſty robbers, roaring for their Fe 
: | thou 
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thou waſt publicly diſrobed and ignominiouſly 
uncloathed, as the high-prieſt of old time be- 
fore his death ; and, when all thy garments were, 
to thy ſad grief, drawn off and given for a booty, 
didſt ſtand in the ſame place, with great mo- 
deſty and trembling, not even girt about with a 
| linen cloth, and bearing, inſtead of a diadem 
of glory, a crown of thorns, made a reproach 
unto all, a derided out-caft; reſerving to thy- 
ſelf nothing of the periſhable things of this tran- 
ſitory world, but being like a baniſhed and wretched 
pilgrim, nay, as the moſt deſtitute of the help- 
leſs poor, void of every earthy good, void 
of every human comfort. For as the firſt Adom, 
after his fall in paradiſe, /aw himſelf naked to 
his ſhame, ſo thou, being about to recover the 
loſt paradiſe, from which he, for his tranſgreſ- 
fon, was thruſt out and driven away, doſt alſo 
now aſcend the croſs naked, to thy great con- 
fuſion; making thee cry out, thou haſt caſt us off 
and put us to ſhame, and they which hate us ſpoil 
for themſelves, thou haſt given us like ſheep for 
meat; my confuſion is continually before me, and 
the ſhame of my face hath covered me. For that 
loſt innocence might be reſtored to man in thee, 
and that he might be clothed with a garment 
of Tighteouſneſs, in which omniſcience itſelf, 
after the ſtrifteſt examination, can find no ble- 
miſh, and ſo be made worthy of eternal life; 
thou, the laſt Adam, and a quickning ſpirit, 
who ſayeſt, in the volume of thy book it is 
* written of me that I ſhould fulfil thy will, O 
* my Gor,” didſt ſuffer thy garments to be ta- 
ken away from thee, to denote the diveſtiture 
of thy glory; didſt permit thyſelf to be firipped 
of the character of a righteous perſon, and to 

: be 
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be filled full of ſorrows and troubles, and at- 
laſt to be puniſhed with a moſt bitter death, 
Whereby thou didſt procure, that as, through the 
offence of one, many were made dead, ſo the grace 
of Gor and the gift of righteouſneſs, by grace, 
might abound by thee unto all men unto juſtift. 
cation of life, and unto me thy pooreſt ſervant. 
I praiſe and honour thee, O Lord our rightecuſ- 
neſs, thou moſt ardent lover of our ſalvation, 
tor the moſt rigid extending of thee upon the 
hard wood of the croſs, mercileſsly put under 
| thee for a ſcaffold to ſand on; for the moſt 
acute piercing of thy hands and thy feet, and 
for the driving in of the thick nails, whoſe ſound 
might be heard afar off, and mournfully affe& 
the hard hearts of the ſpectators, 

2. Alas! alas! thou 2 ſo ſtrongly faſtened to 
the croſs, that ſtreams of thy moſt precious blood, 
burſting ſuddenly from the veins, ſprung out of 
the four quarters of thy wounded body, to cleanſe 
the four quarters of the world. So exceedingly waſt 
thou alſo put upon the ſtretch, that all the 
Joints of thy members were looſed, and all thy 
fore vexed bones might be diſtinctly told and 
numbered ; as thou — ſpakeſt by David, 
ſaying, my bones are ſore vexed. I may tell all my 
bones, Wherefore thou didſt ſuffer thy hands 
and feet to be pierced by the ungodly, until, 
by the fixing of thy ſacred hands to the croſs, 
thou ſhouldeſt pay the great debt of Adam, who 
had, out of excels of affection to Eve, put forth 
his guilty hands to take of the forbidden fruit; 
and out 'of love to thy church, which made thee 
fin for us, ſnouldſt cancel with thy expiating blood, 
the bond which the old great offence laid our na- 


ture under, to atone or die for ever. I praiſe 
and 
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and glorify thee, who art the center of every 
bleſſing, for thy being lifred up on high on the 
crols, and for thy being long ſuſpended on the 
gibbet, on the contemptible tree, then deemed 
accurſed amongſt the Jews: on which thou, 
being made a curſe for us, didſt hang ſix hours 
and more, for our ſalvation, working out the 
great and wonderful myſteries of the cro's, that 
were about to derive the greateſt benefits to all 
the world, and to diffule advantages, like the 
fun in its meridian, to all nations under hea; 
ven. Becauſe, to name a few, thou, like the 
brazen ſerpent, repreſenting, but not havin 
the offenſiveneſs of the ſerpents, by which thou 
didſt of old heal the people, walt lifted up on high 
from the earth, as our repreſentative, and like 
unto us in all things, fin except; that thou 
mighteſt for us be put to open ſhame before the 
ſun, and thereby, as thou ſaidſt, draw the long- 
ing hearts of the faithful, in a ſweet fellowſhip 
with thee through the ſpirit, upwards to thy- 
ſelf; ſo that they, deriving through thee, maſt 
gracious acceptance from the Father, and heal» 
ing of ſpirit, might not fluctuate any longer 
in low groveling delights, and earthy vanities: 
that the loving hearts of the devout might be 
melted into relenting compaſſion for thee, and 
might with the greater ardour aicend by the 
croſs to Gop :—that thou, nailing the Hand uni- 
ting that was againſt us to the croſs, mighteſt 
take it away, and mighteft valiantly and pub- 
lickly triumph over principalities. and the pow- 
ers of the air in thyſelf, making a ſhew of them 
openly :—that thou, bearing us, as the high- 
prieſt did the names of the tribes, on thy ſhoulgers 
and in thy breaſt, mighteſt ſuppliantly make 
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( 152 ) 

interceſſion for the tranſgreſſors, after putting 
off thy garments, like him; and condemning 
ſin in thy fleſh, and putting. off the old man, 
crucified together with thee, mighteſt moſt ful- 
ly confer the bountiful gift of pardon and ac- 
quittance on all them that truly repent and un- 
feignedly believe thy holy goſpel ; . in ſhort, chat 
thou mighteſt, by thy death once unto fin in our 
ſtead, to ſatisfy the law, deſtroy death and its 
dominion over us; and mighteſt amicably recon- 
cile, and perfectly reftore all things, whether 
they be things in earth or things in heaven, and 
in the body of thy fleſh, preſent us holy and un- 
blameable and irreproveable, as havin g fulfil- 
led the law in thee. 8 5 

3. Look up, O thou moſt faithful ſervant of 
Jzsus, and with ſorrowful heart and mourn- 
ful countenance, behold thy bleeding Gop and 
Redeemer ; hear him ſay, ** they have gaped 
“upon me with their mouth, they have ſmit- 
ten me upon the cheek reproachfully, they 
have gathered themſelves together againſt me. 
Go hath delivered me to the ungodly. He 
4 cleaveth my reins aſunder; they pierced my 
* hands and my feet. Thou haſt made me to ſerve 
% with thy fins.” Yet hearken how he calls thee, 
_ ſaying, look unto me and be ye ſaved. Lo, thy beloved 
preſents himſelf to thy view. He ſtands with 
faſtened feet, he, the Gop now exalted in judg- 
ment, waits for thy coming to be gracious unto 
thee, he deſires thy free acceſs, he ſpreads out 
his moſt loving arms, he ſhews his wide wounds, 
he bows his head for a kiſs of love, ready to re- 
ceive thee to favour, and without delay to remit 
all thy ſins. Come therefore boldly to the croſs 
of CuyrIsT ; aftt*ftionatdly touch it with the 
TT IN apprehenſion 
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apprehenſion of faith, ardently embrace it, firm- 
ly hold it faſt, and moſt devoutly glory in it. 
proſtrate thyſelf in ſoul and body before this; 
before this lay every high thought low; recal 
this ſad ſcene to the remembrance of thy faith, 
cleave to this holy ground of mercy, ſtir not 
from the croſs, that at leaſt thou mayſt be vouch- 
ſafed one little drop of the falling blood, to 
ſprinkle thee from thy guilt, or to hear the words 
ſpoken from the croſs, or to ſtand by the divine 
wreſtler on his departure, May the earth, which 
received the dying Jesus, receive alſo thee, 
by faith; and may the place, where JzsUs was 
buried, be the place of the burial of thy old 
man together with him, that being united to 
him by faith in his death, thou mayeſt be uni- 
ted to him in his reſurrection. Pay him the laſt 
office of a holy lamentation ; enter into the ſe- 
cret chambers of thine heart. Let the cruci- 
fied Jesus find thee a gracious and mournful 
diſciple, grateful, unfeignedly devout, inward- 
ly affected towards him, and lovingly drawn 
by his wounds, that the whole world may be 
crucified to thee and thou to the world by him. 
May * to live, to” thee be ++ CHRIST alone, and 
to die“ together with him, be the greateſt gain.“ 
Far be it from thee to glory, ſave in the crofs of our 
Loxp JEsus CRRIST. Far be it from thee 
to glory in thine own ſuppoſed merits, or at 
all to make a boaſting of thyſelf ; becauſe thy 
whole wiſdom and righteouſneſs, thy ſanctifi- 
cation, falvation and redemption ſtand in the 
croſs of Jesus, on whom thou oughteſt at all 

times moſt firmly to place all thy hopes; by 
whom alſo is given unto thee forgiveneſs of fins; 
from whom flow riches of merits and renew- 
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ing power; with whom the eternal rewards of 
the juſt are, and every one is recompenſed *<* ac- 
« cordipg to his works.” 

4. Study therefore, after the moſt beautiful 
example of the crucified Jesus, to caſt away 
the whole bundle of earthly things, wherein 
the mind is apt to be involved; and to draw forth 
thy heart from every entangling impediment 
to its inward freedom; to put away from the 
ſoul the vain fancies raiſed by carnal affec- 
tions, and the diſtracting cares of this world, 
and to be converſant in the pure nakedneſs and 
ſimplicity of the goſpel truth, that thou mayſt 
undiſguiſedly and ſimply imitate the naked Jz- 
sus in a deſpiſing of thyſelf and of all tranſitory 
things, and mayſt become a powerful and pro- 
per aſcender of the croſs together with him; 
bearing the reyilings of men thro' thy burning 
love for the ſuffering Redeemer. Learn to re- 
Joice at thy being ſet at nought and degraded 
and ſtripped of the empty ſhow of the world. 
But be grieved that it ſhould happen to thee thro? 
the foul offence of others anger and malice ; 
and pray the more that all may be reformed for 
the better, and have the peace of Gop rule in their 
hearts, {ſweetly harmonizing their affections to 
love their brethren, as Cyr1sT has loved them. 
Count thyſelf worthy of all contempt, and ar- 
dently defire the ſalvation of thoſe who are con- 
trary to thee. Do not place, not only not 
great, but not any confidence in men, what- 
ever they profeſs. Few are faithful in adver- 
ſity, and conſtant and firm friends are rare. 
Let not this be wonderful nor grievous unto 
thee; ChRIST himſelf, thou ſeeſt, experien- 
ced the dereliction of friends, of lovers and 
| kinſmen, 
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kinſmen, and had alſo a multitude of enemies: 
he who always went about day and night doing 
good, did yet receive great, unparallel'd in- 
gratitude towards him, Truſt in thy crucified 
guide and thy moſt gracious governor. Con- 
tinue with him on the croſs itſelf, in time of 
tribulation, and thou ſhalt obtain by him grace 
and victory over all that oppreſs thee. Pre- 
pare a place for him who ſays, ** we will come 
* unto thee,” and open the way for the grace 
of Gop in devout humility and contrition ; 
that thou mayſt gather comfortable delight 
from the wounds of Jesus; and mayſt taſte 
how ſweet it is to ſuffer reproach, and to be 
in no reputation for the ſake of his holy name. 

5. Chuſe to retire into thyſelf, to cut off 
from thee occaſions of diſtraction, to ſeek com- 
fort in the croſs, to reſiſt all ſenſuality, and 
to beware of offences, not haſtily to break out 
into unprofitable purſuits after vanities, which 
fade away as a leaf; to hold thy peace about 
things that do not concern thee ; and caretully 
to preſerve internal benefits and the graces of 
CRISsT. For it is very unbecoming that one 
by his profeſſion devoted to ſuffering and to 
mortification of the fleſh, ſhould be diſſolved 
in making provifien for it, and in the crackling 
of laughter: and it is irreligious to walk with- 
out a grave deportment and carriage, worthy 
of thy calling. All theſe things are learned 
under the teaching of the Spirit, in the paſſion 
of the crucified Jesus; and bleſſed is he who 
is daily exerciſed in it. For this wholeſomely 
profits a man far above other company, and con- 
verſation in wordly things; and he will eat of 


the fruits of the tree of life, which will make 
him 
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him glad for evermore, and out of this “ lion 
* of Fudah” draw forth a rich and fragrant 
honey of grace and conſolation, in life or death, 
to ſweeten his temper, and the bitter potion mi- 
niſtered by the world. Behold, O moſt holy 
Father, the face of thy CnRISsTH hanging on 
the croſs for me, and of whom thou haſt ſaid, 
that © in him” thou art well pleaſed”. Be thou 
appeaſed towards me, a worthleſs finner, tied and 
bound in the many chains of my ſins, for the 
ſake of the moſt excellent merits of thy only 
begotten Sox, of this moſt holy ſin-offering, 
this ſubſtituted /amb on the golden altar of his 
Divinity, thruſt through with nails, and be- 
ſmeared with purple blood, that thine indigna- 
tion might paſs from me. Look, I pray thee, 
on this greatly bowing LorD, ſet, in the blue- 
neſs of his ſtripes, and the various colours of 
his wounds, (like the bow, his token, at the 
flood,) amidſt all this cloud of heavineſs and rain 
of ſorrows, brought upon human nature: and 
remember thy everlaſting covenant of peace, this 
heavenly purifier, that the waves of thy wrath 
u more become a flood of indignation to deſtrey 
me. I truly have deſerved to be drowned in the 
gulph of endleſs woe; but to fave me Car1sT 
bore all thy waves and ſtorms, that went over 
him. I am the vile tranſgreſſor and have diſ- 
honoured thy law. But he was wounded to blot out 
all my iniquities. He has given thee full and per- 
fect ſatisfaction, ſuffering the penalties of thy law, 
and fulfilling thy commandments to make it ho- 
nourable. He therefore will anſwer for me. Thou 
haſt ſaid of old, if the guilty bring his treſpaſſ- 
% offering for an atonement for his fin, it ſhall be for- 
given him. And I, pleading guilty, do by faith 
bring this offering of CHRIST, as my great 
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covering atonement, that my fins may be for- 
given. I wholly depend on him, as my right- 
eous advocate, interpoſe him as my prevail- 
ing mediator; and I leave him to be the faith- 
ful pleader of my cauſe with thee. He, my 
righteouſneſs, will repair every injury done to 
thy glory, for every offence committed againſt 
thy moſt holy and ſovereign will; he, the bleſ- 
ſed and miraculous fruit of the virgin's womb, 
devoted and ſacrificed to thee, will, out of the 
treaſure of his divine merits, moſt readily make 
good amends; he, whom thou, O moſt mer- 
ciful Father, well pleaſed in, will with wond- 
derful ſweetneſs as ſoon hear, for the ſake of 
his moſt excellent love and ſingular reverence 
of thee, in order to my perpetual ſalvation from 
the guilt and power of ſin, and my having a 
continual ſtedfaſt hope and that refreſhing con- 
ſolation, which is ſo very uſeful in this preſent 
time of trouble and rebuke; which is the por- 
tion of the bleſſed after death, and which will 
be in all its unſpeakable enlargements everlaſting- 
ly extended to the ſaints in the kingdom of heaven. 
6. O good and gracious Ixsus, thou © moſt 
« high Gop,“ our “ Redeemer,” and the cho- 
ſen of Gop, who didit deign, according to the 
purpoſe and commandment of the Father, to 
aſſume the ſubſtance of our fleſh, without ſpot 
of ſin, and to offer the ſame; thus bound to 
the wood of the croſs, on the altar of thy di- 
vinity, for the world, have mercy on thy mi- 
ſerable ſervant praying for pardon and grace; 
Remit unto me all my fins, whether of old 
time or lately, whether knowingly or ignorant- 
ly commitred againſt thee, for the ſake of thy 


over-flowing goodneſs, and of the infinite me- 
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rit of thy paſſion. For by righteouſneſs, O Gon, 
is very high; thy merits exceed all the crimes 
of all men; and much greater is the abun- 
dance of thy propitiatory ſatisfaction, than all 
my iniquities, however frequently committed. 
To thee therefore do I fly, under the protection 
of thy croſs; putting my confidence in this thy 
more abundant mercy ; and do, from the bot- 
tom of my heart, ſigh and long after thee, ſeeking 
for the complete remedy of thy ſalvation. I reve- 
rencethee,O Lox p, on thecroſs; I honour this ſtand- 
ard. I implore of thee to experience its favour- 
able efficacy. Bow down thine ear, O thou loving 
Jzsus, to me thy wretched creature, receive the 
murderer of thy image, thy guilty fugitive, 
now haſting from the face .of the avenger, and 
ſeeking deliverance by thy death : heal the con- 
trite, juſtify the ſinner. I will not leave thee, 
nor depart: from thee, till I am received into 
thy favour. I cannot let thee go, unleſs thou 
bleſs me. Strip my heart, I beſeech thee, O 
crucified Jzsvs, of all worldly-mindedneſs ; 
draw me up to thyſelf by the arms of thy love, 
tho* thro* thy reproach and to the height of the 
croſs. I will readily follow where thou, the 
Lox, goeſt before, and at the ſame time art 
my rere- ward. Willingly do I ſubmit to be 
poor and naked, to be as a baniſhed man and 
unknown in the world, alike and conform 
to thee, and to be ſuſpended from all earthy en- 
Joyments, if ſo be I may but be exalted with thee, 
if I may but die daily to the world with thee, and 
live to Gop by thee. O nail up my fleſh with 
the dread of thee, that I may not conſent to luſt, 
nor be carried about by the motions of ſin in 
the fleſh of the old man, Pierce my hands, oor 

they 
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they may be ſtayed from every evil work, and 
ſtretched forth in the love of the brethren. Faſt- 
en up my feet, that I walk not in the way of 
ſinners, but may be fixed in communion with 
thee and in devotion to God ; ſo as ſtedfaſtly to 
perſevere, and courageouſly to bear ſorrow and 
travail in the way of godlineſs. Let thy nails, 
apprehended by faith, penetrate into my heart, 
and work a falutary wound in my ſpirit, that 
I, thro' a holy vehemence of contrition, may 
be all diſſolved into tears, and thro* the it 
affection of love may die away from maln 
Strike me with a godly ſorrow, increaſe devo- 
tion. May nothing be more ſavoury to me, no- 
thing remain more firm in my heart, than Jzsvs 
& CHRIST, and him crucified.“ 
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CHAP. XX. 


Of the wounds of Ixsus, and of the ſhedding of bis 
moſt precious blood. 


1. J Bleſs and thank thee, OLoxD Jesus CRRIST, 

thou author of our ſal vation, thou moft 
kind beſtower of pardon, and moſt patient endurer 
of human depravity, for ſuffering all the ſorrows 
and every of the ſtrokes and bloody wounds 
wherewith thy moſt noble and moſt tender body 
was moſt acutely afflicted; ſo that from the 
crown of the head to the ſole of the feet, there 
was no whole place in thee, free from pains and 
ſtrokes, but was either a ſwola ſtripe, or 
doleful wounds or purple blood, flowing warm 
o'er thy whole body. I praiſe thee, and with 
the moſt due veneration I can yield thee, I 5 
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with inward proſtration of mind, glorify thee; 
for this moſt plentiful effuſion of thy moſt pre- 
cious blood from thy five wounds, and from 
all the greater or leſſer apertures, bleeding and 
dropping an enlivening ſtream, more precious 
than all Gilead's balſam, a moſt infallible and 
effectual cure for our fouleſt offences. Ah! moſt 
meek Jesvs, thou waſt ſo much racked and 
pierced thro? by the cruel miniſters, that all the 
ſtrength of thy body being exhauſted, and thy 
veins opened wide, all the ſacred blood, which 
thou, living or dying, hadſt treaſured up in 
thee, was poured forth for the charitable uſe of 
our ſouls, and for the price of our ſalvation. So 
that thou hadſt cauſe to ſay I am poured out 
like water, my ſtrength is dried up like a pot- 
& ſherd, and my tongue cleaveth to my gums. 
« For many dogs are come about me, and the 
* counſel of the wicked layeth ſiege againſt me: 
% they pierced my hands and my feet. I am 
*© become like a broken veſſel : — my moiſture is 
& like the drought in ſummer. Thine indig- 
“ nation lieth hard upon me, My bones are 
«burnt up as it were a fire-brand ; — my heart 
„ is ſmitten down and withered like graſs. I 
„ ſtretch forth my hands unto thee, my ſoul 
gaſpeth unto thee as a thirſty land. For the 
hurt of the daughter of my people am I hurt, 
« I am black; aſtoniſhment hath taken hold on 
„ me. But do thou for me, O Gop the Loxp, 
« for thy name's ſake ; becauſe thy mercy is good, 
deliver thou me.“ Amazing drink-offering for 
the ſtord of divine juſtice to be bathed in for us 
For we were poliuted in blood, and deſerved to 
have it ſhed for our offence, But thou didſt thus 


pour out thine, that we might by a f ee 
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of it, be reſtored in blood ; that the life of the 
freſh, which is the blood thereof, and which 
they under the law were therefore not to receive 
into them, till it had been poured out in ſa- 
tisfaction to Gop, might die away from our 
head and hands and feet and other members; and 
that we might, through communion with thy 
blood, which has thus atoned, have new life, 
life after the ſpirit; even thy life manifeſt in our 
fleſh. O five precious wounds, the ſpecial pledg- 
es of moſt excellent love, full of divine ſweet- 
neſs; whence the welcome, returning ſinner 
draws ſtrong confidence of his acceptance, leſt 
his guilty conſcience, ſeeing no help around 
him, ſhould fall into all the growing horrors of + 
a fad deſpair! In theſe I have a medicine of 
life, plenty of grace, fulneſs of pardon, an ex- 
tenſive ſpread of mercy, a gate to the promiſed 
glory. Whatever ſpot of fin I have contract- 
ed, whatever I have offended in through the 
captivating ſenſes of the body of this death, in 
word, thought or deed, this I clearly waſh, 
this I perfectly wipe out and amend in theſe 
five fountains of thy © righteous blood.” 

2, I praiſe and honour thee, O ChRISH, thou 
only and beloved bride-groom of thy holy church, 
who waſt ſeparate from thy brethren, and whom 
the archers ſorely grieved, and ſhot at and hated, 
tor thy ineſtimable love, with which thou didſt 
deign to redeem my ſoul in the blood of thy 
new teſtament from the bondage of the origi- 
nal tranſgreſſion; to cleanſe it from all fin, to 
give it the rich dowry of thy righteouſneſs, the 
gold thus tried in the fire of wrath, and the 
fair ornament of the merits of thy virtues and 
obedience ; that being joined and united to thee 
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in righteouſneſs, it might at preſent be made 
holy by thy in-dwelling grace, and be hereaf- 
ter truly bleſſed with thy glory in the kingdom 
of thy ſplendor : when thou, the ſun of righteouſ- 
neſs, ſhalt come forth as a bridegroom out of bis 
chamber, and rejoice over us for evermore. Here, 
thou faithful ſoul, diligently attend, and ſee with 
how immenſe, how noble a price he has redeemed 
thee, who of his own free goodnels firſt created 
thee after his own image and likeneſs ! For thou 
waſt not bought off from the guilt of thy pre- 
varication and of thy other great and manifold 
offences, which thou, by thine own perverſe 
will haſt wickedly caſt thyſelf headlong into, 
with corruptible things, ſuch as filver and gold: 
but with the precious blood of Jesus CHRIST, as 
of a lamb without ſpot. Who has not only for 
thy cleanſing poured out his blood on the croſs, 
but has bequeathed the ſame, by his laſt will, 
to be ſhewn forth unto Gop in the Chriſtian 
ſacrifice, as the price of our deliverance, to be 
drank in the holy cup, and with faithful devo- 
tion, to be verily and indeed taken in the com- 
munion of the ſacrament : whereby the daily fins 
and ſecret faults of the receivers are cleanſed 
and blotted out. Alas! what great puniſh- 
ments will he deſerve, who ſhall cou¹⁰j,t this blood 
of the covenant and of the teſtimony of the Son 
of Gop, by which he was ſanttified, an unholy 
thing; and, doing deſpite to the Spirit of grace, 
_ ſhall not pay due thankſgiving for the wounds 
of the crucified JIxsus; nor in the holy ordi- 
nance bring this lamb, that was thus wound- 
ed and flain, by faith unto Gop, to med atone- 
ment for bim. For ſuch an one ſhall bear his 
iniquity upon him, and not receiving the N 
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of the Gop-man in him, by this channel, will 
periſh in all the pollutions of his blood, amidſt 
his abominations. Submit thyſelf therefore to 
the blood of ſprinkling , ſtudy to make ſure to 
thyſelf the favour of ſuch a lover, of ſo boun- 
tiful a benefactor, by the prayer of faith and 
devout meditation ſome part of the day and 
nicht; for the multiplying of grace unto obe- 
dience, in the uſe of the means thereof. Many 
of the faithful that have been inflamed with the 
love of Jrsus, have, with a pious covetouſneſs 
after the enjoyment of him, poured out their 
own blood for his ſake, under the various tor- 
tures of theit cruel perſecutors. More alſo, for 
the ſake of the cup of his blood, pouring out 
their fouls and their pious complaints unto him, 
have humbly offered him the waters of a bitter 
contrition, by a fellowſhip with his ſufferings, 
in the rough ways of a fſelf-condemning repen- 
tance; content, tho* by a courſe of piercing 
afflictions and mortifications, to die to a life of 
ſenſuality and vanity. 

3. Learn thou alſo, by their bold example, 
to crucify thy fleſh with its affections and luſts, 
and, girt about with the whole armour of this 
Gop, manfully to reſiſt temptations; to bear 
the yoke of a free-will ſubjection, even unto 
death ; to offer to the Redeemer, if not called 
to the martyrdom of blood, the ſacrifice of a 
broken and contrite heart; to recollect the pain- 
fully acquired benefits of the recovering chaſ- 
tiſement of the croſs, and to ſeek a place of re- 
fuge from the face of the enemy and the pur- 
ſuer, in the deep wounds of Jxsus, as in the 
holes of a rock. Be preſent to relieve me, O 
moſt gracious Jesus, who art“ full of com- 
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C paſſion and plenteous in goodneſs,” in all the 
exigencies and labour of the fight of faith. Stretch 
forth thy hands over me, in the ſweet expanſion 
of thy celeſtial love; and let thy right hand 
always protect me, Give me devotion in my 
heart, truth in my mouth, and virtue in my 
deeds. Purge me from all the corruptions of 
my faulty nature; heal my wounds dy thy moſt 
precious blood. Let nothing that is offenſive, 
nothing defiled, nothing infectious remain in 
me; but may thy ſacred blood abundantly ſhed 
for me, cleanſe me from all ſin, and ſanctify 
me wholly, that my whole ſpirit, ſoul and bo- 
dy may be preſented blameleſs and without ſpot 
unto thee, my creator, at the coming of the 
laſt judgment; for whoſe deliverance thou didft 
endure ſo many grievous puniſhments, and didſt 
pay a price of ſuch ineſtimable worth. 


CHA P;XX. 


Lond 


Of the gracious interceſſion of Jus us for his enemies. 


1. Bleſs and thank thee, O Lox p Jzsus CHRIST, 
1 chou fountain of piety, graciouſneſs, and 
ſweetneis, for thy moſt perfect love and mot 
devout ſupplication, with which thou, with 
hands ſpread out on the croſs, didſt intreat for 
thy foes and crucifiers; obtaining pardon for 
them, and tenderly excuſing their tranſgreſſions, 
in theſe words, Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do. Speech all fweerneſs and 
grace! which is ſufficient to ſoften the heart uf 
every ſinner, and to bring him to repentance? 


O moſt ſweet Jzsvs, how plenteous art thou 
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in forgiveneſs, how ready to be appeaſed, how 
kindly diſpoſed to pity ! O how great is the abun- 
dance of thy ſweetneſs, O Lokp, to all them 
that love thy name, when thou didſt ſhew thy- 
ſelf ſo gracious to enemies burning with fier- 
ceſt rage and fury againſt thee : ſince being 
ſuſpended on the high croſs, thou art not ſtir- 
red up, with indignation againſt thy crucifiers, 
to avenge thyſelf of thine afflicting adverſaries. 
Neither didſt thou pray that the earth ſhould 
ſwallow up theſe malicious men, or that fire, 
coming down from heaven, ſhould devour theſe 
ungodly wretches as in a moment; but didſt 
kiadly pour forth this moſt ſweet ſpeech. of love, 
as the falutary dew of heaven, upon theſe moſt 
cruel enemies, ſaying, Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do. In this thy moſt 
excellent love appeared, together with thy in- 
effable meekneſs, which could neither be ovęr- 
come, nor ceaſe from humble ſupplication, tho? 
to render it effectual to their ſalvation, thy- 
ſelf waſt for a time, as Maſes, thy type, pray- 
ed to be, blotted out of the book of the living. 
Theſe wretches mercileſsly cried out, cruciſy him, 
crucify him. But thou. compaſſionately ſayeſt, 
Father forgive them. Theſe, with eyes which piti- 
ed not, nailed thee, tho* innocent, with the 
hardeſt nails to the croſs ; but thou, to looſe 
them from their guilt, and free them from the 
evil of their enormous deed, excuſeſt their moſt 
wretched exceſſes to Gop, ſaying, they know 
uot what they do. O admirable is thy graciouſ- 
neſs, O CarisT, thou bright light of love, 
ſhining with fair contraſt amidſt this blackneſs 
of malice, theſe foul A aults of the powers of 
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z. But alas! for the perverſeneſs of the ob- 
ſtinate people, who felt no compunction at ſuch 
affectionate words ! Wherefore thou didſt more 
lament for their blind impiety than for thine 
own wrongs ; and the commiſſion of ſuch great 
crimes, and ſuch heinous ingratitude, which 
faſtened on them a certain condemnation from 
Gop without thy mediation, grieved thee more 
than the anguiſh of all the wounds they inflicted 
on thee: for thou wert not overcome of pain, 
but of thy love for men, diſpoſing thee' to en- 
dure this pain; nay, to be an advocate amidſt 
it for thoſe who occaſioned it. Theſe men did 
whatever they could more wickedly deviſe againſt 
thee ; thou recompenſeſt to them again whatever 
more falutary grace thou couldſt beftow upon 
and manifeſt to them. Therefore ir was moſt 
wonderfully loving in thee, as it was moſt 
undoubtedly expedient for their ſalvation, to 
make interceſſion for ſuch wicked men, that 
they might be converted from their impious and 
malicious practices, and might acknowledge 
that thou, the true Son of Gop, waſt come in 
the fleſh. And thus the memorable words of 
Tſatah, which moſt truly foretold this of thee, 
are fulfilled, he bore the fins of many, and 
made interceſſion for the tranſgreſſors ; that they 
ſhould not periſh, Who can now deſpair of the 
pardon of the fins, which they ſee have brought 
CHR1sT to the croſs, and which they have com- 
mitted in the darkneſs and ignorance of their 
heart ; when they, who crucified the very giver 
of pardon, did experience ſuch amazing kind- 
neſs, in order to convince ſuch of his tender- 
neſs and deſire of their ſalvation? Do not then 
deſpair, my ſoul, tho' thou haſt been guilty 
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of many crimes againſt CHRIST, tho? entangled 
in various paſſions, and attacked with great 
temptations. Poor as thou art, thou haſt yet 
hope of life. The bowels of mercy are opened 
to thee, and of this the croſs, nails, ſpear and 
all the bloody wounds of Jzsus are loud wit- 
neſſes. Enter, enter then into the deep marks 
of the crucified JE Sus; dwell with admiration 
of ſuch ſufferings on his wounds; lay hold with 
the arms of out- ſtretched faith and love on the 
tree of life; hold faſt this moſt certain pledge of 
thy ſalvation, Jesvs hanging on the croſs : with 
devout mind bow thy head and adore him, com- 
mit thyſelf faithfully to him, reſign thyſelf 
wholly to him. For if he was ſo gracious to 
his adverſaries, who knew him not, neither ſigh'd 
for, but delighted in his miſery and trouble, 
and to perſecute him whom Gop had ſmitten 3 
how much more abundantly will he be propi- 
tious to thee, lamenting for thy ſins, and mourn- 
ing for his ſorrows ; relying on his pro- 
miſe, and therefore ſeeking his righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength ? a 
3. But if thou wouldſt ſpeedily and effectual- 
ly be heard, if thou truly deſireſt to find favour 
in the ſight of the Redeemer, to gain the ful- 
neſs of his mercy, and to know that he dwel- 
leth in thee; do thou alſo, in a participation 
of his ſpirit, forgive with all thy heart thy 
brother, who has ſinned againſt thee. For true 
faith involves in it thy forgiveneſs of others; 
becauſe how canſt thou, O man, believe thou 
art purged from thy ſins, if thou art diſpoſed 
to abide in ſo great a fin; and it is faith lays 
hold on pardon. Beſides, canſt thou think 
thyſelf forgiven of CarisT, and when CarrsT 
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commands thy forgiveneſs, not remit little tref- 
paſſes to thy brother, to one whom CHRIST 
alſo promiſes remiſſion as well as to thee, and 
has, it may be, already given it. Pardon then 
his little debt of offences, his one talent, that 
Gop may forgive thee thy many and exceed- 
ing great fins, thy great debt of ten thouſand 
talents; and pray as earneſtly for his ſalvation, 
as for thine own. In ſo doing thou wilt find fa- 
vour, and wilt be the Son of the Higheſt, who 
maketh his ſun to riſe on the juſt and unjuſt ; imi- 
tating Jesus, who has enjoined us to love our 
enemies and to pray for them that perſecute us. 
Thou moreover layeſt up to thyſelf a great aſ- 
ſurance of thy calling, at the end of thy life; if 
thou haſt learned, when ſuffering unjuſtly, to 
forgive all injuries, and to pour out a pious 
prayer for thy debtors. This holy interceſſion 
for enemies beautified the apoſtles, diſtinguiſh- 
ed the martyrs, ennobled the confeſſors, ador- 
ned the virgins and holy women of old, and all 
the ſaints who were conformed to CHRIST, and 
rendered them meet for the eternal life of love 
in glory, I pray thee, O thou moſt gracious 
Jzsus, who didſt deign, out of thy affection— 
ate love to intercede on the crols for thine ene- 
mies in every age, whilſt to make thy pleading 
effectual, thou waſt ſhedding thine own blood, 
and pouring out thy life as a moſt perfect ſacri- 
fice for them, that thou wouldſt with like ter- 
vent love condeſcend, now that thou, a greater 
than Solomon, and in a body more glorious than 
bis temple, art fat down on the right hand of 
Gop, to intreat the Father alſo tor me, thy poor 
ſervant; until he ſhall vouchſafe me a full par- 
don of all my fins againſt thee in thy church and 
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members, and of all my negligences and igno- 
rances, through thy moſt holy appearance before 
him, as the lamb ſlain for me; and until he ſhall 
mercifully diſcharge me from all the puniſhments 
and plagues which I moſt righteoufly have de- 
ſerved for them. For it was this interceſſion 
gave efficacy to that of Moſes in thy name, to 
remove the plagues from Pharaoh, and to fave 
the rebellious congregation in the wilderneſs 
and to that of thy prieſts under the law with 
their ſacrifices : and this makes the prayers of thy 
prieſts, with the goſpel oblation, effectual, as 
well as the ſupplications of the people. Be there- 
fore my advocate, that the plague of guilt and 
ſin may ceaſe from me; and grant me to have 
a good and ſure confidence in thy gracious mer- 
cy, nor ever to fall into deſpair, becauſe of the 
greatneſs of my offences : but with faithful mind 
to recollect, that thou cameſt into the world to 
lave ſinners, and moſt willingly to ſuffer, to 
be crucified, and to die for the ungodly. Ler 
therefore thy ſupplication, poured forth on the 
croſs for thine enemies, avail to the ſalvation 
of my foul; and grant me great hope of pardon 
thro it, that I, by thy moſt holy interceſſion, 
may be counted worthy to obtain mercy. Give 
me freely and ſecurely to take refuge under the 
ſhadow of thy wings, and keep me under the 
invincible ſtandard of thy holy croſs, from. all 
{ear of our old enemy. Moſt widely ſpread 
out, I befeech thee, thy branching arms over 
me, flying to thy croſs, that my poor and ſor- 
rowful ſoul may neither be afraid nor deſpair, 
whenſoever it ſhall be called from this world. 
But do thou, gracious and merciful JEsus, re- 


ceive me. a miſerable, crying ſinner, to or 
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ſelf, relying not on his riches, or wiſdom, or 
might; neither truſting in any of his works, but 
in thy manifold and great mercies. 
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Of the pulling off and dividing the garments of 


Jesvs. 


1. J Bleſs and thank thee, O Lox D JESUS CHRIST, 

thou maker of all things, thou great diſ- 
penſer of all good things, who didſt put on right- 
eouſneſs, and it clothed thee, and even now waſt 
breaking the jaw of the wicked, and plucking 
the ſpoil out of his teeth, who madeſt Jacob the 
tot of thine inheritance of old, and waſt now 
ſaving us from the lot of the ungodly, for 
ſuffering the violent taking, away and ſcornful 
parting of thy garments, and the caſting of lots 
upon thy veſture; when after the cruel faſtening 
of thee to the croſs, thou, like a ſheep dumb 
before his ſhearers, waſt in an hoſtile manner 
fpoiled of thy veſtments, and ſo reduced to, and 
diſinherited of the very uttermoſt farthing, that 
thou couldſt not retain even the ſmalleſt cover- 
ing to hide thine own nakedneſs. Neither couldft 
thou diſcern that a little linen would be left thee, 
in which thou ſhouldeſt be wrapped, or decently 
buried, when dead: For if it behoved thee not to 
be buried naked, a napkin muſt be bought of 
others, and be, out of pity and charity, given unto 
thee, as to a poor and needy perſon ; who waſt 
even now working righteouineſs, that theſe 
very men might not periſh for want of a clithing 
atonement, or amy Poor without a covering from 
| | | wrath ; 
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vrath: but that heir loins girt about with thy 
truth, might Bleſs thee, and might be cheriſhed 
with the fleece of thy /amb-like obedience. O 
exceſſively voracious defire of the ſoldiers, nay, 
not of ſoldiers, but of a mean ignoble mob! 
O ſhameleſs rapaciouſneſs of the reprobate guards, 
cheſe barbarous executioners, who bluſhed net, 
with ſacrilegious luſt, to take away a very ſmall. 
matter, a few worldly goods from Jesus ; but 
even made up a prey for their inſatiable avarice 
of the exceedingly poor raiment of the cruci- 
hed Redeemer. For taking thy garments and 
making four parts, they gave to each ſoldier a 
part, being in thy over-ruling wiſdom conſtrain- 
ed thus to ſhew that every of thy foes had at 
frſt a part in the clothing of thy grace. But 
the veſture that was without ſeam, as the out- 
ward toten of the entirely-perfect obedience 
with which thou arrayeſt us, remained unhurt. 
Which therefore they took by lot, at the diſpa- 
/a! of the Logp ; becauſe they could not, with- 
out hurt to the woot of the garment, divide it: 
thou ſhewing us hereby that men cannot, with- 
out injury to thy righteouſneſs, believe and take 
of it in part, and not apprehend thy whole goſpel and 
obedience, and alſo that their having it is not of 
works, but of thy own diſpoſal through faith. 
Ah! moſt wretched ſpoilers and moſt cruel 
exactors, who had no bowels of pity on the poor 
and naked Jesvs hanging on the tree; and did 
not even leave him the leaſt thing. But theſe 
things they did to thee, to ſignify to us how 
wholly emptied and ftripped thou didſt condeſ- 
cend to be, that our ſins might be covered; that 
of thy fulneſs we might all receive. Tho' what 
the counſel of Gop determined before- hand, it was 
PSY : their 
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their own perverſe will and ſinfulneſs performed: 
for they, at the inſtigation of the devil, with- 
out any fear of future judgment, or any reſpe& 
to thy laws, impiouſly committed this moſt atro- 
cious ſacrilege. 

2. Yet thou doeſt not, my deareſt JEsus, 
any thing to oppoſe them, but doſt ſilently ſuf- 
fer them all. Certainly in this loſs of thy goods, 
thou doſt alſo evidently demonſtrate to me, 
both what thy church and diſciples may ſuffer 
from the men of the world, rending its body 
with ſcbiſins, and parting its endowments amongſt 
them; and alſo what it behoves us to do, when 
any neceſſary things are thus taken away from 
us, and made, by the Lon p's diſpoſal, the lot 
of others. For thou wouldeſt, by thy example, 
drawing thy precepts to the lite, enforce to me, 
that I ſhould be always more ready to endure 
temporal loſſes, than reſentfully to proſecute 
my right with all the ſtrict ſeverity of juſtice ; much 
leſs in a way contrary to Gop's ordinance ; re- 
membering thy injunction againſt ſuch litigiouſ- 
nels, if any man ill ſue thee at the law and take 
away thy coat, let him have thy cloak alſo, and 
bearing in mind thy ſolemn declaration, he that 
ſoeweth no mercy ſhall have judgment without mer- 

O that the ſupreme maker of heaven, tru- 
ly Gop and man, ſhould be reduced to ſuch 
great extremities of want! At his wonderful 
birth he ſcarce had mean clothes to put upon 
him; at his death he loſes all his garments, 
and han es them as Jacob's ſon did his, in the hands 
of the ſpoiler. Then a ſtrait manger contain- 
ed his molt tender infant members: now ſtrip- 

ed of all good things, he has not, in the whole 


world he mace, a place where he may lay his 
head, 
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head, ſave the thorny pillow on the croſs. For as 
he came poor and needy into the world, ſo na- 
ked and out-calt would he go out of it: and 
at his birth he was wrapt in ſtrait ſwadling- clothes; 
on his death thruſt thro* with the nails and the 
ſpear. So that he might ſorrowfully ſay, naked came 
I out of my mother's womb, and naked ſball I return 
thither ; tho' with this language of reſignation, 
adoring the wiſe diſpenſation of Gop, the Lord _ 
gave, and the LORD hath taken away: bleſſed be the 
name of the Lord. The conſideration of ſuch 
aſtoniſhing infelicity demands our compaſſion, 
even tho' we At up our eyes afar off, as Job's 
friends did at him in the greatneſs of his grief: 
the exhibition of ſuch great long-ſufferiag calls 
for our imitation of it in the time of our trouble. 
Be thou therefore from henceforth more pa- 
tient, when ſcme neceſſary things are taken 
from thee, for the benefit of others, or ſome 
_ defirable things are witheld. Learn to ule things 
in moderation, and to be content with thoſe 
of inferior eſteem in the world, and know alſo 
how to want; and thou ſhalt be free from mur- 
murings, ſhalt have much peace in thy mind, 
and ſhalt be acceptable to almighty Gop. 

3. Thy ſeam-leſs coat, which, like Joſeph's in 
the conſpiracy of his brethren, being dipt in 
thine own blood, was taken from thee, was to 
be applied to no human purpoſe, but fit only 
to be employed in the ſacred ſervice of Gop, 
as the garment of his high-prieſt. Nor ever 
was the ſacerdotal veſt more fitly applied than 
when it clothed thee, who waſt the righteouſ- 
neſs which it repreſented. And it behoved them 
to preſerve this unhurt, for its ſingular make, 
ſignificancy and reverent uſe, as well to hey 
tnat 
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that there could be no rent or ſeam in the right- 
eouſneſs that covers thy myſtical body, what- 
ever there might be, and is in the common ha- 
bits and endowments of its members, as alſo to 
commend unto us the unity of thy church, 
throughout the whole world. Which, tho? it 
be divided in countries, tongues and places; 
diſtinguiſhed into various orders and ranks of 
men, and diverſities of occupations, does never- 
theleſs live, and is governed and ſuſtained by one 
head, and under one chief ſhepherd ; holding 
faſt one profeſſion, receiving one baptiſm, be- 
lieving one Gop-head in a perfect co- val and 
co-equal Trinity, having one bride-groom, Jz- 
sus CHRIST, reigning in heaven: from whom . 
it cannot be divorced by any aſſaulting tempta- 
tion, nor by all the overflowings of ungodli- 
neſs out of the gates of hell. Becauſe indeed 
thou, Lorp, haſt given to the bride, the holy 
catholic church, an impenetrable ſhield againſt 
all errors, the word of truth, the light of know- 
ledge, and fervency of love, to obtain the 
crown of eternal life, that fadeth not away. O 
moſt poor Jzsus, and moſt wealthy king of 
kings; O Lokp, moſt poor in this ſpoiling of 
thy garments and the loſs of thy friends, that 
I might not be naked, nor want a friend in 
Gop ; O Loxp, moſt wealthy in all the count- 
leſs treaſures of ſpiritual gifts, give me, thy very 
poor ſervant, out of the abundance of thy right- 
eouſneſs, to be clothed with it for a covering; 
make it by thy moſt gracious diſpoſal my Jot 
thro* faith, that thou mayeſt rejoice over me, 
to do me good, as a bridegroom rejbiceth over 
his bride, that I may put on thee, O CHRIST, 
and be endued with thy heavenly graces and 

virtues z 
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virtues; that I may not be found naked and 
aſhamed before thee at thy coming; like him 
who was found at the feaſt without a wedding- 
garment, and for his ſpiritual deformity was 
caſt out of the congregation of the ſaints. Let 
my heart, by thy grace, be rent with a whole- 
ſome compunction at the remembrance of the 
four-fold rending of thy garments, as our ſure- 
ty, that the filthy endowments of our old man 
might be ſtripped and taken away from us in 
thee, or with the fear of hell, or with the hope 
of future glory, or for ſorrow for my paſt ini- 
quities, or for love of the manifold grace already 
received from thee; and work in me a hatred 
of the garment ſpotted by the fleſh, So that I 
may find my lot fallen in the fair ground of thy 
righteouſneſs, and mylelf clothed with theſe 
garments, waſhed, according to the prophecy, 
in thts wine, this blood of grapes, and may be a par- 
taker of the godly heritage of thy love unto life 
eternal. 

4. Grant me alſo, thou true Fo/ſpua, whoſe 
name is the branch, and from whom our filthy 
garments of ſin, once put upon thee, were taken 
away, 1n remembrance of thy ſeamleſs coat, ne- 
ver by any ſchiſm to rend or diſturb thy church, 
but. to keep the unity of brotherly love in the bond 
of peace, as woven together in holy concord 
throughout; to remove all occaſions of diſcord and 
diſſenſion; to avoid the hurries of the world, to 
abſtain from idle wanderings and fooliſh diſcourſes 
for the love of inward reſt, and of the peace of 
Gop in my heart: to be deſirous of leading a 
more ſilent and retired life with thee, tho' in the 
world, yet as not of the world; to be anxious for 
no worldly felicity ; nor to be idolatrouſly in wm 
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with mammon or myſelf. Since thou didſt 
poſſeſs no earthy thing in this world, nay, no 
heavenly honour, which thou didſt not part with 
for me, but didſt even permit whatever little thou 
didſt here ſeem to uſe for thy neceſſities to be ta- 
ken away from thee, and to be diſperſed among 
the ſpoilers ; giving herein a moſt bright example 
to all them that ſuffer wrong, not to be ſwallow- 
ed up of over-much ſorrow about the loſs of their 
worldly effects. For he, who took joyfully from 
the ſoldiers the ſpoiling of his garments, when 
they ſaid et us not rent it, but caſt lots whoſe 
„ it ſhall be, that the ſcripture might be fulfilled, 
* which ſaith, ** They parted my raiment among 
% them, and for my veſture they did caſt lots“, 
is now clothed with majeſty and crowned with 
_ glory and honour; to ſhew us the eternal Weight 
of glory reſerved for us, who do allo take joytully 
the /ight afiiftions of the preſent time, even the 
ſpoiling of our goods and our perſons. | 

5. O moſt bleſſed JE sus, in whom we put off 
the old man, O Lamb of Gor, who waſt thus 
ſheared for me, that I might be arrayed in the 
righteous robe of thee, my elder brother, and 
didſt, thro* thy having no dew of heaven lay on 
thee, procure a dew of grace to water the d7y 
ground of my heart; diſpoſe me after thy example 
to hide the offences of others with a veil of /ove, 
tho* to the mortification of my fleſhly mind, and 
to cloath the naked, tho' to my own loſs ; and 
when I have two coats to impart one to him that 
hath none; that, having fellow!hip with thy ſpi- 
rit here, I may, when I ſhall pat off this mor- 
rality and this corruptible, put on thy immortal cy 
and thy incorruption ; that when my earthly houſe of 
this tabernacle, this vile body ſhall be diſſolved, I 
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may be clothed upon with my houſe, which is 
from heaven ; and, being clothed upon, may not have 
the ſhame of my nakedneſs appear, but may ſtand be- 
fore the throne of Gop, having on thy white rai- 
ment of righteouſneſs, and may ſing out thy praiſes 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Of the revilings of the Jews and the mighty perſe- 
verance of Jzsus on the croſs. 


1. Bleſs and thank thee, OLox D Jesvs ChRIST, 
thou ſupport of the weak and ſtay of thy 
ſaints, thou glory and joy of the citizens of heaven, 
for under-going all the flanderous reproaches 
and defaming blaſpemies tumultuouſly thrown 
out upon thee on the croſs by the perfidious 
Jews. For all thine enemies, from the greateſt 
to the leaſt, were confederate againſt thee, and 
concurr'd, like mad dogs, to ſet upon and de- 
your thy highly injured innocence. They bark- 
ed, indeed, like dogs, with their mouths ; they 
gnaſned with their teeth, like as it had been 
roaring and ramping lions, and, like ſerpents with 
poiſon under their lips, hiſſed with their tongues. 
With their lips they reviled thee ; with their 
faces they derided - thee, making mows and ceaſ- 
ing not; with their hands they clapped at thee; 
with their feet they danced ; with their heart 
they rejoiced ; becauſe they ſaw thee faſtened to 
the croſs ; whom they, amidſt all their vehement 
longings for thy death, would not have to die, 
without. all the complicated vexation and an- 
guiſh of theſe multiplied injuries. Therefore 
N they 
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they who paſſed by, as raving and drunken 
men, full of the gall of bitterneſs and venom of 
envy, wagged their mad heads, ſaying, ah ! 
thou that aeſiroyeſt the temple of Gop and build- 
eſt it again in three days, ſave thyſelf. If thou 
be the Son of Gor come down from the croſs. The 
chief-prieſts alſo, choſen by thee to miniſter in 
thy name, and fed by thy gifts, with the elders 
and ſcribes, who ruled the people, and, pro- 
feſſing to be the guides to the blind, ought to 
have reſtrained their malicious outrage, did, 
more than the reſt, frowardly inſult thee, For 
with haughty eyes and lofty neck, they ſtood 
oppolite the croſs, ſaucily ſtaring thee in thy 
face, and, ſporting concerning thee with each other, 
did vomit out very unbecoming, and as execrable, 
as they were abfurd and ſelf-condemning blaſphe- 
mies, ſay ing: he ſaved others, himſelf he cannot 
fave, Let CarisT, the king of Iſrael, deſcend 
now from the croſs, that we may ſee and believe. 
He ſaved others, let him ſave himſelf, if he be 

CnrasT, the choſen of Gop. For if thou hadſt 
power to ſave others, much more ought they to have 
concluded thou hadſt power to have ſaved thy- 
ſelf. But farther, if thou hadſt come down 
from the. craſs, then the ſatisfaction had. not 
been completed, and their ſalvation not wrought 
out. So that here they were ignorantly deſi- 
ring their own everlaſting ruin. And, thy re- 
ſurrection on the third day would have pro- 
ved to them how truly thou didſt hid the temple, 
they were now deſtroying; if they would have 
waited, if they had not been of that abſurd in- 
fidel diſpoſition to require a demonſtration and 
fight, which deſtroys the nature of faith, whoſe 
eſſential property it is, to be 1h evidence of things 
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not ſeen ; and had not moſt unreaſonably made. 
that moſt impoſſible requeſt, that they might 
ſee and believe. But they will run into every 
abſurdity of ſentiment, they will riſe to the high- 
eſt madneſs of practice, rather than not blaſ- 
pheme. 

2. For the divinely-wrought miracles and 
the amazing benefits of healing, moſt graciouſ- 
ly beſtowed by thee on others, and which they 
were known to have always envied thee the 
glory of, they moſt foully ſtrove to mil-inter- 
pret and blacken. They then urge thee to de- 
icend from the croſs ; and falſly ſay, ** they are 
willing to believe,” who are proved to have 
frequently contradicted thoſe who believed aright. 
For they rather framed baſe calumnies againſt 
thee, than gave credit to the greater miracles - 
before wrought by thee. Therefore they did 
not intend to believe; demanding an evidence, 
which would have deſtroyed the faith thou 
didit preach : neither did they ſeek thy ſalvation, 
but to irritate and provoke thee with their ma- 
licious ſpeeches, At length, ſwoln with moſt 
audacious contumely, they, in impious terms, 
vaunt themſelves againſt thy God-head, and 
with contemptuous voice calling thee, the Son 
of Gop, ſay, he truſted in Gor that he would 
deliver him; let him deliver him now if he will 
have him; for he ſaid, ** 1am the Son of Gop.” 
O moſt cruel and hard-hearted perſecutors of 
the Son of Gop ! Is it not enough for you to 
have perpetrated this exceedingly horrible and 
ſhameful crime of, crucifying him, at which 
the whole. creation ſhudders ; but you muſt more 
execrably offend with foully blaſpheming and 
icandalouſly deriding the great Gop-man, the 
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Son of Gop, of whom it has been ſaid, let all 
the angels of Go worſhip him? Alas, alas! why 
do ye this? why whet ye thus ſo venemous a 
tongue 1 the holy and guiltleſs JIE sus? 
wherein hath CHRISH offended, or wherewith 
has he at any time injured you? Has he not 
created the world you live in; given you being; 
and become man to ſave this being ? Has he 
not done all things well, who made the deaf to 
hear and the dumb to ſpeak ? Has he not illu- 
minated all your country with his many ex- 
cellent /igns and ſweet doctrines, and even pray- 
ed for his enemies, when bleeding under their 
hands, to make his prayer effectual for their 
pardon ? What evil has he deſerved at your hands 
for all theſe his works of love? why then do 
ye render him evil for good and hatred for his good- 
will? You ought rather to weep, and with tears 
to ſeek of him the expiation of ſuch a high 
crime, than thus to laugh to ſcorn the cruci- 
fied Redeemer. But alas for you! you neither 
attend 'to, nor regard him. Certainly there, 
is neither compaſſion nor contrition nor remem- 
brance of benefits in obſtinate minds; but 
diabolic fury always diverges to more cruel 
practices, preparing more violently ſtimulating 
reproaches and deſpiteful inſults. For when 
they could no further perſecute thee with ſwords 
and clubs, they began to purſue thee with the 
more violent weapons of their tongues. In 
like manner alſo the executioners of all their 
malice, priding themſelves in ſecular honour, 
and ignorant of the divine law, and. corrupted 
by the fayour and encouragement of the rulers, 
drawing near to thee, mocked. thee ; and, of- 
fering thee vinegar, ſaid, If rbou be the * 

72 g e 0 


( 181 ) 

&« of the Jews, ſave thyſelf.” O fooliſh ſoldiers, 
degenerate in your deeds and manners! who 
taught you ſo to carry on war, as to fight 
againſt the Loxp of hoſts, the Gop of the armies 
of heaven, who alone can give victory and is 
mighty in battle? Who ſtirred you up to ſeek him 
to ſave himſelf from ſuffering that croſs, with- 
out which you muſt have fallen under the aſſaults 
of the great enemy, the devil; and have periſhed 
for evermore ? | 

3. It is not the part of noble men to perſe- 
cute the godly, to ſpoil the poor, to leave the 
ſpoiled naked, to part his veſtments, to mock 
the crucified Jesvus, to offer vinegar, which a 
man abhors to drink, tho* but the emblem of 
the aſperity you had already made him to 
drink deep of, to the dying Gop. For you 
would not have ſo treated a condemned crimi- 
nal. But however you cannot hurt CHRIST; 
for his infinite wiſdom overcomes your moſt 
offenſive malice, and the patience of Jz$sus hav- 
ing in him her perfe work, is not wearied 
with your wrongs, that are exceeded only in 
number by the benefits daily heaped upon you 
by this forbearing Gop. The hardened thief 
. alſo, placed on thy left hand on the croſs, to 
ſhew that the impenitent and wicked have too 
their croſs, and, obſtinate in his wickedneſs, 
caught the blaſphemous infection from the ſlan- 
dering rulers, and reviling, ſaid, if thou art the 
CarisT ſave thyſelf and us. Alas, miſerable 
wretch ! he falls headlong into the deeper guilt 
of this contempt, and into a ſea of evils; and 
he, who ought, in. conviction of his guilt, with 
humble mind to have implored thy pardon for the 


offences he had committed, moſt impiouſly and de- 
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ſtructively inſults the very giver of pardon. On 
which account the hapleſs wretch deſpairing died, 


and moſt wickedly periſhed. O what great 


reaſon hadſt thou, as man, to take up this holy 
language, The wicked bend their bow, 
they make ready their arrow upon the ſtring; 
de that they may privily ſhoot at the upright in 
heart, — they have opened their mouths againſt 


me, as a ravening and roaring lion. I have 


* heard the ſlander of many. Let the lying 
lips be put to filence, which ſpeak grievous 
things proudly and contemptuouſly againſt 
« the righteous. They rewarded me evil for 
* good, to the ſpoiling of my ſoul. Let not 
them that are mine enemies wrongfully re- 
e Joice over me; let them not ſay, we have ſwal- 
% lowed him up. The wicked plotteth againſt 
* the juſt, and gnaſheth upon him with his 
«© teeth. I was dumb and opened not my mouth 
« becauſe thou didſt it. Remove thy ſtroke 
% away from me, I am even conſumed by the 


„ means of thy hand. As with a ſword in my 


© bones, mine enemies reproach me, while they 


% daily ſay to me, where is thy Gop ? For 
© thy fake I have borne reproach, - ſhame 


* "hath covered my face. Reproach hath bro- 
& ken my heart, and I am full of heavineſs; 


] looked for ſome to take pity, but there was 
*Z none; and for comforters, but I found none. 


& They gave me alſo gall for my meat, and in 
% my thirſt they gave me vinegar to drink. I 
* am poor and ſorrowful, let thy ſalvation, O 
* Gop, ſet me up on high.” And amidſt all 


this, how triumphantly could thy faith ſay, as man, 


* The Loxp heareth the poor and deſpiſeth 


not his priſoners. Thou art my help and my 


&« qeliverer. 
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* deliverer. O Lorp, make no long tarrying. 
c Ariſe, O Gop, plead thine own cauſe, re- 
« member how the fooliſh man reproacheth thee 
« daily ; forget not the voice of thine enemies: 
e the tumult of thoſe that riſe up againſt thee 
& increaſcth continually. Thre' Gop we ſhall 
% do valiantly, for he it is that ſhall tread down 
« our enemies. Let them curſe, but bleſs thou. 
„ Tho* I walk in the midſt of trouble thou wilt 
&© revive me. It is good for me to hold me faſt 
© by Gop. The patient abiding of the meek 
{© ſhall nor periſh for ever. He ſhall ſtand at 
the right hand of the poor, to ſave him from 
*© thoſe that condemn his ſoul.” Therefore I 
praiſe and glorify thee for this thy invincible con- 
ſtancy on the croſs, from which thou, ſetting 
thy face like a flint, wouldſt not, for any fear 
of the revilings, or for any flattering promiſe 
of me: deſcend, ſo as for a moment to leave 
what thou hadſt once in ſuch a fervency of love 
moſt willingly aſcended. But the fad place, 
which, tho* far more full of pain and trouble 
than the moſt grievous ſituation of thy difciples, 
thou, out of thy pious affection for us, hadſt 
once aſſumed, thou didſt firmly keep to the laſt, 
to continue and die in it; and wouldſt, with 
a glorious end, accompliſh the work thou hadſt ſo 
ſalutarily begun; thus victoriouſſy exulting in Gop. 
Thou ſhalt hide them in the ſecret of thy pre- 
te ſence from the pride of man; thou ſhalt _ 
* them ſecretly in thy pavilion from the ſtrife 
* of tongues. He is near that juſtifieth me, 
© who will contend with me? Behold the Loxp 
* Gop will help me, who is he that ſhall con- 
* demn me?” For truly all this reproach came 


upon thee becauſe of us, and becauſe of the 
N 4 | men 
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men who reviled thee. We have diſhonoured 
and blaſphemed thee by the evil unbelief of thy 
word, and by our diſobedience ; we have re- 
proached thy wiſdom and goodneſs and juſtice, 
by our murmurings at thy diſpenſations, and 
by our. diſcontent and hard ſpeeches, and for 
theſe things have deſerved to be had in everlaſt- 
ing deriſion, and to have thy perpetual rebuke 
and all the curſes of the law befal us. But thou, 
whoſe very name and eſſence is glory, didft 
thus, to be our glory, bear all theſe things 
for us, and thus become a proverb and a by-word 
and a reproach; and mighteſt well, as our re- 
preſentative in our weakneſs, ſay, ** Lorp, 
« where are thy former loving-kindneſſes, which 
* thou ſwareſt unto David, in thy truth? Thou 
«© haſt made his glory to ceaſe. Remember, 
* Los, the reproach of thy ſervants, how I 
do bear in my boſom the reproach of all the 
* mighty people, wherewith thine enemies have 
* reproached, O Loxp, wherewith they have 
* reproached the footſteps of thy CRIST.“ 
Tho* thankful under the chaſtiſement of our 
peace, thou addeſt, © Bleſſed be the Loxp for 
„ evermore. Amen and Amen.” For thou, who 
taughteſt others to maintain a holy perſeverance 
in good works of love, didſt thyſelf firſt give 
us, on the croſs, a moſt clear demonſtration of 
the obedience, which, by thine own fair exam- 
ple, thou enjoineſt all thy diſciples and follow- 
ers, in the ſtrength of thy might, conſtantly 
to perform. Draw nigh now to the tree of the 
crucified JIEsus, thou deſpiſer of the world for 
the joy ſet before thee, thou lover of the croſs of 
Cax1sT, and thou profeſſor of his moſt excellent, 
becauſe only true religion. 


4. Be 
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4. Be thou firm and conſtant in thy holy pur- 

ſe : it is the work of CarisT and the con- 
ſummation of the work of grace in thee unto 
ſalvation, to abide in thy calling, to live in 
holy obedience, and to perſevere ſtedfaſtly in 
the godly diſcipline of ChRISH and his church. 
Let none theretore by their manifold perſuaſions 
call thee off from thy ſacred religion, from the 
way to perfection, from the deſire of a devout 
converſation in the world, from the folemn vows 
of thy profeſſion at thy baptiſm. Remember 
the words of the apoſtle, that CHRISH became 
obedient for us unto death, even the death of 
the crols. Whatever therefore the flattering 
world promiſes, however the treacherous fleſh 
courts, however violentiy the devil tempts, how- 
ever kindred or friends diſſuade, or worldlings 
ſcoff or threaten, regard it not, care not for it 
but, ſtrong in the Lord, nobly deſpiſe it all. 
Stand fix'd on CHRIST, look upwards to the 
crucified Saviour, more ſtrongly inviting you 
to the arms of his mercy, and promiſing you 
more after your light afflictions than all the world 
can give, even eternal rewards. If he ſays, in the 
* world you ſhall have tribulation and have 
your name caſt out, and be hated of men; 
that there ſhould be a variance between the 
children of light and darkneſs,--and that he who 
takes not his croſs is not worthy of him ; he ſays 
alſo, if you ſuffer together with him you ſhall 
reign together, and if you die together with him 
you ſhall be glorified together. If ye be re- 
„ proached for the name of CaxrisT happy are 
« ye; for the ſpirit of glory and of Gop reſteth 
e upon you.” And your finding the deſcription of 
your portion, as his follower, to be true, Ly <r 

ea 
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lead you the more ſtrongly to believe his pro- 
miſes ſhall alſo be as truly fulfilled to you. Thou 
canſt not indeed hope to eſcape a croſs in this 
world, becauſe thou wilt follow the thing that 
good is; any more than thou canſt expect, af- 
ter all thy circumſpection and wiſdom and pru- 
dence, to avoid being cenſured, amidſt this thy 
crucifixion of the fleſh, by thoſe who are about 
you and mark thy ſteps, or being reproached 
and ſcoffed at by the venomous tongues of ig- 
norance or ſuperſtition. For it were very ſtrange 
thou ſhouldſt be able to avoid this, when CHRIST 
himſelf could not, who was the wiſdom of Gop ; 
and all his apoſtles and martyrs could not. 
Therefore after all thy care, which thou muſt 
always take, to avoid giving offence, thou wilt, 
like CHRIST, be an offence to the children of 
the world, to the proud formaliſt and the care- 
leſs ſinner; becauſe thou ſayeſt, by faith in 
CRRIST Jesvs, I am the fon of Gop; which 
will neceſſarily draw upon thee their ſlanders 
and hard ſpeeches; and their abſurd requeſts, 
that thou wouldſt come down from the croſs of 
thy luſts, they being ignorant how a ſufferer 
ſhould be ſo; and that to crucify the fleſh is 
the very end of thy adoption into the number 
of the ſons of Gop; as much as to be cruci- 
fied amidſt this reproach was the end of Cyr 15T's 
being born. But then this Gop ſays to thee, 
Hearken unto me, ye that know righteouſneſs, the 
people in whoſe heart is my lat; fear ye not the 
reproach of men, neither be afraid of their revilings. 
For the moth ſhall eat them up like wobl: but my 
righteouſneſs ſhall endure for ever. Bliſſed are ye 
when men ſhall revile and perſecute you, and ſhall 
fay all manner of evil againſt you falfly for my ſake, 
| rejoice 
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rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your re- 
ward in heaven. Whoſoever ſhall endure unto 
the end ſhall be ſaved. Beſides, theſe things 
have a tendency to keep down thy pride, and 
to humble thee before Gor, ſo that when thou 
beareſt reproach in thy cailing from them to 
whom thou haſt been a great benefactor, ſay alſo, 
bleſſed be the LoR D. O thou moſt reſolute and 
valiant wreſtler, Jesus CHRIST, thou moſt ar- 
dent lover and conlecrator of the croſs, who en- 
duredſt the contradiftion of ſinners, and hadſt ſtrength 
with Gor and prevailedſt, tho* to thine own 
hurt, in order to our having a bleſſing in thee, 
give me in thy religion, which I have embraced, 
and in my wreltling with ſpiritual wickedneſs be- 
fore I am crowned, to be armed with the 
like mind that was in thee ; that I may ſerve 
thee with all holy perſeverance of ſoul, as 
thy good ſoldier; never thro' any loathing 
of the labour of love, to be faint or weary of 
a fervent imitation and following of thee; but 
always, in the hope of the iacorruptible crown, 
to preſs forward to the things that are before; and 
with ſteady purpoſe of heart to ©* hold faſt the be- 
« ginning of my confidence firm unto the end.” 
Vouchſafe me with conſtancy of mind to reſiſt the 
temptations of the fleſh and the aſſaults of the devil, 
even unto blood, ſtriving againſt fin ; to ſhew forth 
under thy holy anointing all patience, with 
thankfulneſs, in adverſity and under thy father- 
ly chaſtiſements; not to fear the ſharpeſt re- 
vilings; nor to affect the empty . praiſes of men; 
to turn away mine eyes from the vanities of the 
preſent life, and to ſeek wholly my refuge in thee, 
my only Saviour; not to draw back or delert 
from thy croſs, for the ſake of ſome dear in- 

| treating 
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treating relation or friend, or of ſome diſpleaſed 
threatening foe ; but, committing my ſoul inte 
thy hands, O faithful Creator and Redeemer, obe- 
diently and with a happy end to finiſh my life 
under its protection, under this ſtandard and ban- 
ner. Amen. 
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CHAP. XXIIL 


Of the ſpeech made to the thief on the croſs. 


I. J Bleſs and thank thee, OLORD JESUS CHRIST, 
thou ſupreme and ſingular conſolation of 

oor ſinners, for thy immenſe loving-kindneſs 
and abundant mercy, wherewith thou didſt con- 
deſcend to crown the once moſt wicked  7hief, 
hanging on thy right hand on the croſs, but now 
lately converted and repenting with his whole 
heart, For immediately as ſoon as he acknow- 
ledged his great guilt, truly repented of the ma- 
nifold offences he had committed, in full convic- 
tion of his natural unworthineſs and of the juſtice 
of his condemnation by thine ordinance, and with 
| believing heart ſought on his croſs, as thy bold 
confeſſor, to be remembered of thee, his bleed- 
ing interceſſor, in thy kingdom, he received 
from the moſt faithful promiſe of thy ſweet mouth 
remiſſion of all his ſins, in the aſſurance of thy 
favour, and of an entrance into paradiſe. For 
there is no too late or unfruitful repentance, where 
there is a true and entire converſion of the ſoul 
unto Gop in the faith of thy precious croſs and 
paſſion, as crucified together with thee. O bleſſed 
and ſalutary contrition ! O ſucceſsful ſupplication 
of believing ſinners, which is ſo ſoon 25 15 
! 
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by the adminiſtration of ſuch a delightful en- 
trance into the joys of paradiſe, and into the 
kingdom of heaven ! Surely even now that thou 
waſt on the croſs, thou, who hadſt told thy 
diſciples that thou ſhouldſt be lifted up, like the 
| brazen ſerpent of old, didſt demonſtrate by thy 
thus healing him, who in this wilderneſs looked 
to thee for ſalvation, the wondrous efficacy 
and power of thy croſs to all generations. 
And if thou hadſt, on the one hand, a reviler 
in the perſon of the blaſpheming thief, who, in 
the very jaws of death ready to be cloſed upon 
him, was not afraid to join the impious multitude in 
reproaching thee, who alone couldſt fave him, thou 
hadſt alſo, on the other hand, a reſolute confeſſor 
of thy holy name: whoſe faith, having juſt 
heard thy graciouſneſs, ſaw in the crucified Jesus 
the atoning God, the bleeding oblation and inter- 
ceſſor for the ungodly in the perſecuted IEsus, 
and the conqueror of death in the preſent ſubject 
of it. Whereby thou didſt ſhew that of them 
who were crucified together with thee, part of- 
fended, like the thief at the croſs, would ungrate- 
fully blaſpheme ; part, patiently bearing it, man- 
fully confeſs thee in this world : as at the laſt 
ſolemn day of thy awful judgment the confeſſors 
will be found on thy right hand, who have had 
their croſs ſanctified to them; and have abode on 
it faithful unto death; then to enter into thy 
kingdom, and receive their crown; and on thy left 
hand the ungodly revilers, who have been offended 
in thee, been hardened under their croſs and thy 
chaſtiſements, and have uttered ungodly ſpeeches 
againſt thee, as well as committed ungodly deeds ; 
then to depart intoeverlaſting fire prepared for the de- 


vil and theſe his wicked agents. For this penitent Sh 
and 
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and bleſſed confeſſor of Jxsus, however grievouſſy 
and however long he had offended, now that he 
was near his end and led out with thee to be cru- 
cified, and ſaw his own guilt and the mournin 
of the women for thy death, heard thy kind re- 


duke of their ſorrow for thee, and in thy pro- 


ietic account the evils that awaited them; per- 
ceived their deriſion of thee, as the Son of Gop, 
as the king of Vrael, without any cauſe and after ſo 
mary good works, and thy moſt loving inter- 
ceſſion for them as the bleeding offerer to thy Fa- 
ther, was at length, under the operation of thy 
Spirit, by the word of thy grace, ſharp and 
powerful indeed, in this his extreme neceſſity up- 
on the croſs, brought to his ſenſes and to a 


right mind, to figure out the profitableneſs of the 


croſs to thy choſen, to bring them to thee, He 
was convinced that he wanted a purification from 
his ſcarlet guilt, that thy ſufferings, O gracious 


SGop- man, muſt be for ſome guilt, and therefore 


as not for thine own, for that of thoſe whom thou 
didſt mercifully intercede for to the Father, even 


without their application; and was led to con- 


clude, if thou didſt this, that thou wouldſt much 


more hearken to the believing ſinner's cry on his 


croſs together with thee. Wherefore with ſor- 
row of heart for all his paſt offences, and with a 
faith that ſhamed the whole circle of the revilers, 
and bold to confeſs thee, tho* he ſhould bring 
their hatred and cruelty upon him, he moſt humbly 
feeks pardon in thy kind remembrance of him 
with thy favour, and obtains how much more 
precious than life, or the pardon of a prince, a 


full indulgence from thy freely- beſtowed bounty 


unto eternal life. For be has truly acknowledged 


his own fault, who confeſſes himſelf juſtly * 
e 
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ed to die. He has a zeal for righteouſneſs, who. 
reproves his companion of the injuſtice and im- 
piety of his moſt ill- timed blaſphemies, ſaying, 
« Doſt not thou fear GoD, ſeeing thou art in the 
« ſame condemnation; and we indeed juſtly For 
« we receive the due reward of our deeds.” He 
ſnews the compaſſionate love which faith work- 
eth, when he complains that CHRIST, holy and 
undefiled, was without blame, or any juſt cauſe 
crucified by men; adding, but this man has done 
nothing amiſs. He has great faith who ſees his 
conquering Gop in the dying man of ſorrows, 
and does not deſpair of the victory and mercy of 
this bleeding interceſſor for his foes, but ſees him 
already on the throne, and confeſſes him before 
his face, and deſires to be remembered of him in 
his kingdom. Therefore, abounding with theſe 
virtues, theſe fruits of faith wrought in him by thy 
creative power, he confidently ſays to thee, as to 
the gracious ſhepherd of ſouls, that will bear home 
the loſt ſheep out of this wilderneſs ; as to the 
true high-prieſt, offering for him; as to the faithful 
diſcerner of his whole life and heart; as to the 
great governor of all things and ruler of all events, 
LorD, remember me when thou comeſt in thy king- 
dom. To whom thou, O moſt gracious IEsus, 
as the great prophet, returned this moſt ſweet and 
moſt comfortable anſwer, Yerily I ſay unto thee, 
this day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe. 

2. O truly ſweet and exceedingly amiable 
ſpeech, ſweetly flowing from the mouth of the 
reconciling God ; but more ſweetly ſounding in 
the ear of the contrite ſinner in his agonies, who 
is humbled under and upon the croſs, in a ſight of 
his guilt and danger, and is wreſtling in prayer 
amidit the encompaſſing ſorrows of death; nd 

alſo 
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alſo moſt powerfully comforting the heart that is 
ſorely vexed, and afraid in ſuch a trying hour! 
O what a calm of heaven-wrought ſerenity ſuc- 
eeeds the tempeſt of his fears! how ſecurely can't 
he now die, to whom it was given to hear ſuch 
a promiſe. For he ſhall not be afraid in the evil 
day, whom the Lorp Jesus has undertaken to 
defend. What was denied to the praying Peter 
is granted to this confeſſing thief 3 Peter deſired 
to ſtay in the mountain of contemplation, ſaying, 
it is good for us to be here; but he could not ob- 
tain it. He was willing alſo before the Log v's 
Paſſover to have followed him thro? all the ſcene 
of his forrows. But it was ſaid unto him, Thor 
canſt not follow me now, but thou ſhalt follow me 
afterwards. Ptter was called among the firſt to 
the apoſtleſbip, but the believing thief enters pa- 
radiſe before him. But then, how ſuperior was 
his faith! The people underſtood not he parable 
of his going to receive a kingdom and to return; 
the 7hief believes it and hails him Lorp and 
king, — The di/ciples queſtioned his reſurrection, 
after all the evidences of. his power, that were 
ſhewn, on his death, when the earth quaked and 
the rocks rent, and many that flept aroſe, and 
after the report of them who had ſeen him; the 
' thief without theſe ſigns believes, profeſſes his 
hope in it and deſires to he remembered after it. 
Thomas doubts, but the th:ef confeſſes the Goo; 
the apoſtles ſeek an earthy kingdom, the thief a 
heavenly one. O how wonderful are thy works, 
O Lord; thy thoughts are exceeding deep! O 
how unſearchable are thy judgments and how un- 
ſpeakably gracious and powerful the words of 
thy mouth! An unwiſe man doth not well confider, 
end a fool will not underſtand theſe things. O what 


a happy 
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a happy hour of death did the robber find, who 
thro* thy merits was counted worthy to ſuffer, to 
die, to go with thee into thy paradiſe and to thy 
kingdem. Of whom I find not that he did the leaſt 
good work before in his life; but this I am cer- 
tain of, that upon his croſs, on his departure's 
drawing nigh, all his former crimes, tho* red as 
ſcarlet, were upon his kumble confeſſion of them, 
in the faith of the purification in thy blood, done 
away and blotted out; and himſclf thro? thy waſh- 
ing made white as ſnow. Wherefore it was of thy 
great and unmerited mercy that ſo wicked a man 
ſhould ſo quickly find grace of thee, as thus ſoon 
with ſuppliant affection to pour out this prayer to 
thee: LoRx D, remember ine when thou comeſt into thy 
kingdom; and that thou, gracious and compaſſionate 
Lokp, forgetting as it were thine own pain and 
deaf to reproach, didſt from the croſs fo 10 hear 
him, who was thus pricked at the heart; and 
ſought a place in thy remembrance; comforting 
the ſoul of the confeſſor with this moſt kind re- 
ply; Yerily I (the Amen, the failliſul and true 
witneſs) ſay unto thee, to day ſpalt thou be with me 
in paradiſe. 

3. O how comfortable and ſalutary is it to me 
attentively to conſider the bliſsful end of this con- 
verted thief, thus partaking thro* faith of the 
righteouſneſs ſealed to him at his circum- 
ciſion; and thy moſt ſweet anſwer to him: not 
that I may learn from it to fin more ſecurely, or 
the longer to put off my repentance and amend- 
ment to the /aft hours of my liſe and to the day 
of my death ; for this thou didſt never intend, 
nor encourage; calling men in the parable, where 
life is repreſented as a day, at different hours, 
even at the eleventh hour into the vineyard, but 
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none in the laſt moments of the day. But thou 
wouldſt that ] ſhould learn from this exemplary con- 
verſion ot the t hieF on the croſs, that they, who ſhall 
enter into thy joy and be ſaved, are only they 
who being crucified in thee, as their repreſentative, 
have their croſs, (as all men, good and bad, have 
one,) ſanctified to them, to bring them under 
thy word to a ſenſe of their guilt, which occa- 
ſions it, how they have ſtolen their hearts and 
affections from thee, and robbed thee of 
thine honour, and their brethren of their 
love, to ſee the juſtice of their condemna- 
tion, to look out for relief and to lead 
them to thee, to ſee that thy ſufferings and obe- 
dience are for them. and that their advocate is in 
theecrucified : and who thenceforward being crucifi- 
ed together with thee with the affettions and luſts 
and dying to carnal life, do believe in thee and 
are transformed by the renewing of their minds, 
in this faith of thy death and reſurrection 
for them, conſtantly ſpeak the truth, boldly re- 
buke vice, confeſs thee before a perverſe and 
adulterous generation, ſet their affections not on 
the things which are on earth, but on the things 
which are above ; look upon themſelves as dying 


men; ſeek thee therefore with all their heart to be 


withthem and that they may be with thee; and pray 
onthis account to be remembered of thee **when thou 
*© comeſt in thy kingdom;” and have the wonderful 
grace, which thou didſt at their bapti/m ſeal to 
them an intereſt in; even an entrance adminiſtred 
unto their ſouls into paradiſe, and untotheſe and their 
bodies alſo at the reſurrection, into thine e 
kingdom. For in this penitent thief on the crols 
the true convert may ſee the living image of him- 
ſelf, who having once robbed thee of thy glory 


and his fervice, is crucified together with thee, | 


and 
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and, as thou ſpeakeſt, has crucified the fleſh with the 
affections and luſts; dying daily to fin, though 
amidſt the reproach of the world, in the hope of 
righteouſneſs. *Tis profitable too to conſider 
theſe things, that when I have been overta- 
ken by ſudden infirmities, and have ſtolen my 
heart from God and robbed him of my obedience, 
I may not deſpair ; ſeeing that ſo wicked a man 
was through thy freely commilerating grace ſo 
ſuddenly changed for the better, and perpetually 
ſaved and teſtored to a paradiſe. I ſhould indeed 
be in exceeding tribulation, becauſe of the aliena- 
tion of my mind from thee, of my having robbed 
thee of my belief and ſervice, and of the talents 
intruſted with me, if I knew not thy abundant 
mercies and the bowels of thy compaſſions, O 
LokD ; if I heard not of the examples of poor re- 
turning penitents moſt kindly received by thee. 
For thou haſt faid by the prophet, I would not 
the death of a ſinner, but rather that he ſhould be 
converted and live, and alſo thyſelf told us, that 
Gop / loved the world that he gave his only-be- 
gotten Sen, to the end that whoſoever believeth in 
bim ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 
And again, I am not come to call the righteous, 
but ſinners to repentance. Thou didſt too moſt boun- 
tifully without delay remit all! the ſins of Mary 
Magdalen, as ſhe with faith in thy forgiveneſs 
wept at thy feet. Thou didſt receive again into 
thy favour Peter bitterly weeping, after his fall- 
ing thrice into a denial of thee, Thou didft with 
the help of thy mercy heal zhoſe, that were 
afflicted with various diſorders, and with the more 
abundant gift of thy grace didſt ſet hm tree that 
were bound in the more grievous chains of their 
ſins: as evidently appears from the adultreſs, 

O 2 whom 


6 196) 

whom thou didſt moſt freely ſnatch out of the 
hands of her ſelf- condemned accuſers, that the 
ſhould not be fend. O molt kind Jesns, my 
merciful Gop and my refuge, my defender and my 
deliverer from my angry enemies, be gracious and 
propitious to me and deſtroy not, neither ſhut up 
my foul with the ungodly ; for whoſe redemp- 
tion thou waſt willing to undergo this ſhame of 
the croſs. I indeed have miſ-applied my talents 
and robbed thee of thine honour ; ſo that my 
condemnation is juſt. But do thou remember 
thy holy words to the hie, in which thou haſt 
alſo left me a molt ſolid hope, and by whoſe ac- 
ceptance thou haſt encouraged me to ſeek to and 
rely on thee. Grant me therefore in thy faith to 
be crucified rogether with thee and to die daily 
with thee ; and ſay to my ſoul, thou Saviour of 
my life, when the time of my diſſolution ſhall 
draw nigh, To day ſhalt thou be with me in para- 
diſe. 

a What can the dying perſon hear that is 
more joytul, what that is more ſweet than to be 
made glad with ſuch a reſponſe ; than by faith to 
receive this aſſurance of thy word, To day ſhalt 
thou be with me in paradiſe ? Remember me, O 
Lorp, when thou comeſt in thy kingdom, and for- 
ſake me not utterly in the tremendous moments 
of death : when my ſtrength faileth me and my 
voice is gone; when my eyes begin to he darken- 
ed and my ears to wax deaf, Then help me, 
good IEs us, and fend thy holy angels to ſtrength- 
en me in my agony, that the malignant adverſa- 
ry, laying ſnares for me at my laſt hour, may not 
prevail againſt me; who durſt to look for ſome- 
thing even in thee, but could find nothing, and 

went away confounded. So let thoſe be ay. of 
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( | 
ed that ſeek to make a prey of my ſoul ; let them 
be turned backwards and put to confuſion very ſud- 
denly that wiſb me evil. But let my ſoul be glad 
in thee, and let my ſeul be joyful in thy ſalvation, O 
LoxD, revolving within itſelf this ſweet ſpeech, 
which thou, O moſt fervent preacher, now bleed- 
ing to death to purchaſe our entrance, didſt in the 
ſecond place make from the cro/s : Yerily I ſay 
unto thee, to day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe. 
May this aſſurance be frequently in my mourh, 
bur more frequently in my heart, which ſavours 
ſo much the more ſweetly, becauſe it was ſpoken 
by thee from the croſs. For the words ſpoken 
from the mouth of the crucified Lok D have a 
more agreeable ſweetneſs and a more powerful 
efficacy. Therefore they are ſo much the more 
attentively to be conſidered, ſo much the more 
eagerly to be meditated upon. I wiſh I 
may, thro* the divine merits of thy ſacrifice of 
righteouſneſs, be counted worthy ſo to live: I 
wiſh I may thro' the Spirit ſo deſire to ſerve the 
Lokp, with the crucifixion of my affections and 
luſts, that at the ſolemn hour of my departure 
from this mortal body, I may alſo be counted 
worthy to have thy affurance in theſe words en- 
forced from heaven upon me, To day ſhalt thou 
be with me in paradiſe. O that thou mayſt in 
theſe laſt moments ſpeak the like joyful words to 
thy ſervant, Well done, thou good ſervant and faith- 
ful in a little ; enter thou into the joy of thy LORD! 
For then nothing will be more ſweet, nothing 
more pleaſant, than to have the teſtimony of the 
Spirit witneſſing with my ſpirit, that I have the 
faith of thy righteouſneſs, and acceptance in thee, 
manifeſted by a repentance unto ſalvation, by a 
humble confeſſion of my guilt, by a love of thee, 
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by a zeal againſt fin, and by ſeeking happineſs 
in thee : — nothing more comfortable than to find 
myſelf approved, as one who has done well in this 
life, thro' thy grace working in me, who has faith- 
fully ſerved thee, even unto death ; and nothing 
more tranſporting than to have this aſſured proſ- 
ney of victory over the bitterneſs of death; and of the 
ruition of thee and all thy joys after dying toge- 
ther with thee. How far happier is the apparent 
heir of ſuch a crown amidſt reproach and ſuffer- 
ing than the greateſt of theſe reviling rulers! 
The ſoul little loves thee, that to have this pe- 
nitent's end would not ſubmit to the penitent's 
croſs for thee. OR ar SO NO MR err 
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CH AP. XXIV. 


Of the famous ſuperſcription of the name Je5$vs, 
placed aver his head, on the croſs. 


— - _ 


1. F Bleſs and thank thee, O Lozp Jesvs CARIST, 
I thou ſupreme prince of all powers, and ſove- 
reign ruler of. the univerſe, for the glorious ſu- 
perſcription of thy ſacred and bleſſed name 
placed over thy holy head, which was fairly in- 
ſcribed by Pilate, the judge, in the three moſt 
famous languages of the world, in Hebrew, Greet 
and Latin characters, in this form and with theſe 
words, Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.“ 
O truly glorious ſuperſcription, tho* apparently 
deviſed by human ſkill, yet of divine appoint- 
ment ; fore-ſeen and fore-ordained in the courſe 
f things to be placed over thee from eternity 

herefore Pilate could not, and ought not to have 
yritten otherviſe than he had been directed by 
iy 
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thy over-ruling hand. Indeed he, being willing 
to alledge ſome plea to excuſe his moſt unjuſt 
condemnation of thee, made it thy accuſation; 
but it was the proclamation of thy title, which 
thou didſt of old time provide. Whence it comes 
to paſs, that the myſtic import of this title is 
found in the excellent books of the prophets, 
expreſſed in their fgnificant words, as well as in 
the hiſtories of the typrcal perſons, as Joſbua, 
&c. What therefore the ſacred page had long 
before deſcribed thee, thou incarnate Jenovan, 
calling thee Jesus and the ſalvation of Gop ; 
what a loud report had before ſpread abroad con- 
cerning the praiſes of thy holy Name, is the Gen- 
tile Pilate under the over-ruling hand of provi- 
dence cauſed to be infcribed in a little plate, in 
memory of the crucified Jesvs of Nazareth, the 
king of the Fews. When therefore many Fews 
read this title, the chief-prieſts, (till burning with 
envy, could not endure that the glory of thy 
name ſhould be publiſhed in the inſcription, whic 
they, whilſt all the angels were celebrating it, 
had with all their might laboured to blackea ; at- 
tempting what was ſtill a greater madnels, to make 
thy life perith with thy name. On this account 
therefore they remonſtrate to Plate, the judge, to 
correct this ſignal inſcription, ſaying, © write not 
the king of the Jetos, but that he ſaid, I am the 
king of the Jews.” For the Jews were afraid that 
they ſhould be put to ſhame, and be charged with 
the moſt barbarous cruelty, becauſe they had cru- 
cified the king of their own nation. And leſt that 
this thing ould be ſpread any further, they 
ſought the title to be altered, that Jesus might 
not ſeem to be crucified thro* their malice, but 
rathes thro' ſome obnoxiouſnels to the ſtate, for the 

O 4 guilt 


E200 1} 

guilt of his having been a pretender to the go- 
vernment, and having dared to make himſelf 
a king; who took upon him nothing of, nay, 
refuſed royal dignity in the world, and decla- 
red his kingdom not from hence; not of this world, 

tho' over it. | 
2. O moſt wicked Jews, it is not as you 
imagine it to be; but you are in every reſpect 
guilty, you are the principals in this deicide, in 
the murder of the Son of Gop ; nor have you 
any thing to plead in excuſe of your ſin, tho 
with every ſubtle artifice you ſeek to conceal 
this moſt capital villany. For ye dented the juſt 
one and the holy in the preſence of Pilate, when 
he was determined to let him go, and aſked a mur- 
derer to be granted unto ye: and now ye truly 
came that you might deface the title, and 
might appear without fault in this matter, Pi- 
late is much more innocent of the death of the 
Lorp than you, more tenacious of the truth in 
writing the ſuperſcription, and is more reſo- 
Jute in his anſwer to your envious ſuggeſtions ; 
for he ſays, what 1 have written, I have written, 
I have not ſet forth the title by your direction, 
nor will I alter it at your remonſtrance; but 
as I have framed it, ſo ſhall it continue; 
therefore I will have it to ſtand and publiſh this his 
name. Nor can I be perſuaded by any means 
to have it altered and falſified; but to all 
tongues and people I, who have heard him ſay 
he was born to a kingdom, do declare the dig- 
nity he claimed; and order it to be thus pro- 
claimed on the croſs to your ſhame, ** Jesvs 
% of Nazareth, tbe king of the Jews.” O gover- 
nor, thou haſt excellently written, thou haſt 
r anſwered them: and hadſt thou, not 
made 
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made it his accuſation and condemned him, 
chou hadſt been commended, becauſe thou 
madeſt ſo fair and ſacred a ſuperſcription con- 
cerning Jeſus of Nazareth, and didſt fo boldly re- 
ject the requeſt of the invidious Jes. But 
thou, even with ſome convictions in thy mind 
concerning his innocence and dignity, didſt, 
through worldly motives, moſt ignobly and 
baſely conſent unto his death, and moſt im- 
piouſly mean this very illuſtrious title for his 
accuſation, to juſtify thy condemnation of him: 
tho' Gop thus over-ruled thee as his own or- 
dinance, to make thee publiſh his truth; whilſt 
thou didſt intend hereby to ſtigmatize his ſuppo- 
ſed pretenſions, and to call him ing of the Jews, 
that is, of the confeſſors of his name. Learn 
alſo, thou devout diſciple of Jzsvs, ſtu- 
diouſly to read over, and wiſely to underſtand 
and reverently to acknowledge the words of 
this ſacred inſcription : for it avails much againſt 
the fear of the enemy to acknowledge CHRIST 
under this title of JESsus of Nazareth, * the 
* king of the Jews,” that is, confeſſors. By faith 
view the croſs of CHRIST, apprehend it in thy 
heart; know its power; and attend devoutly to 
the words of this inſcription, as a confeſſor of 
his name, and thou wilt obtain an effectual 
help in a place of horror, or in a time of trouble 
and diſtreſs. For the power of ChRISH and 
the faithfulneſs of Gop will not ſuffer thee to 
be deſtroyed, who confefleſt and invokeſt the 
ſalutary name of Jesus of Nazareth, the king 
* of the Jews ;”” as the king, the leader and 
the protector of the true Jews, of his con- 
feſſors. The. wonderful ſweetneſs of this 
moſt honourable title no language can fully 
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expreſs, no mind is ſufficient duly to contem- 
plate. They are indeed but four words, but they 
draw the whole world to an admiration of, and 
to a reliance on the divine name they ſet forth. 
Therefore all the princes of the world, all the 
tribes and people ſhall hear, read and ſay, Hail! Jzsvs 
of Nazareth, king of the Jews, (confeſſors) who 
thus didſt ſuffer tor the ſalvation of all people, 

3. O Jes8vs of Nazareth, thou lilly of the 
valley, that lifteſt up thy fair, immaculate head 
amidſt all this humiliation, and the fair offspring 
of the virgin Mary in her lowlineſs ! O glorious 
Son of David, thou Loxp Gop and only-be- 
gotten Son of Gop, firmly and fairly inſcribe 
this thy moſt ſweet and excellent name with 
thy Spirit on the table of my heart, together 
with the ſacred and illuſtrious ſuperſcription 
on thy paſſion, containing the alledged cauſe + 
of thy painful death; that I may diligently view 
it and frequently read it, to the praile of thy ve- 
nerable name, O LoRx D; who, to be what this 
title , proclaimed thee, Jesus the Saviour, and 
the king and protector of thy confeſſors, didſt thus 
bleed on the croſs for them, and to make a 
fure foundation for their hopes of ſucceeding 
to thy heavenly kingdom, waſt thus content 
- to ſuffer for them, as an uſurper and pretender. 
Be this thy title and name a cordial comfort to 
me in my diſtreſs, and a ſingular ſtrength to 
me againſt the force of aſſailing temptations, 
May all the powers of darkneſs flee away from 
me, upon whom thou cajleſt thy name, as 
once the foes fled before Foſhua on the hang- 
ing up of their kings. May the heat of evil con- 
cupiſcence be extinguiſhed, and all the world 
grow bitter and unpleaſant to me, and I long 

or 
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for thy deliverance out of all its ſnares and wiles, 
when, with a believing heart, I think on, or 
read of **Jzsus of Nazareth, the king of the Jews,” 
thus crucified for me; that I might by thee 
he crucified to the world, and the world to me. 
Becauſe nothing is more ſalutary, nothing more 
mighty in deeds than Jesus, by whom all 
the deliverers of old were girded with ſtrength, 
and of whoſe ſalvation theirs were but faint ear- 
neſts; nothing more fair, nothing. more pure 
than this true F in compariſon of whom 
the Nazarites of old, tho' purer than ſnow, tho? 
whiter than milk, tho' more ruddy in body than 
rubies, and poliſhed lite ſapphire, were blacker 
than coal; nothing more honourable, nothing 
more powerful, nothing more exalted than the 
king of the Jews, the confeſſors, for the ſufferin 

of this croſs crowned with glory and honour 00 
dominion, to lead and bring them with a mighty 
hand and out- ſtretched arm, through all their tri- 
bulation, to himſelf, Therefore no enemy, how- 
ever terrible, can do any violence to me; no 
plague, that lays its ten thouſands on my right 
hand, come near me to hurt me; nor any cala- 
mity ſwallow me up, when I humbly confeſs and 
call on thee, O bleſſed J=$sus, or ever reflect, 
in the holy exertions of faith, on thy ſuffer- 
ings, or in my mind and heart meditate on the 
import of this ſuperſcription, Jzsvs of Naza- 
* reth, king of the Jews.” For it proclaims thee, 
in the ears of a liſtening faith, the king, lord 
and protector of all them, who confeſs thee, to 
make all things work for their good, and to ren- 
der even a plague and calamity a comfort and 
a bleſſing to thy people, ſuffering, pleaſure , 


diſhonour, glory; waters, a wall; and m_ 
ife. 


( 204 ) 

life. And I have thy word to aſſure me that 
whoſoeyer, believing in their heart, ſhall confeſ 
thee before men, ſhall be ſaved and confeſſed by 
thee before thy Father which is in heaven. And, 
O ſupremely amiable. Jesus, thou art my King 
and ever adorable Gop, ſweet to faith in thy 
manger, ſweeter on thy croſs, but ſweeteſt on 
the throne of thy kingdom. For ths? thou waſt 
crucified in the weakneſs of the fleſh, yet thou now 
hiveft by the power of Gop, ſitting at the right 
hand of the Father, far exalted above every 
creature for ever and ever. Grant me therefore 
to believe on thee in my heart, that I may con- 
fefs thee with my mouth, in nothing terrified 
by my adverſaries; content on my croſs, that 
my name ſhould be alſo caſt out and held in de- 
riſion by men, ſo that it may be found writ- 
ten in the book of fife; and that I, protected by 
thee, may be confeſſed of thee before the Father, 
at thy appearing. Amen. 
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CHAP. XXV. 


Of the compaſſionate grief of the holy mother, and 
of the LorD's commendation of her to St. John 
and of St. John to her. | 


1. J Bleſs and thank thee, O Lok D JESUS CHRIST, 
forſaken and hated indeed of men, but an 
eternal excellency and the joy of many generations, 
of whoſe gift it is that children come, and who 
art the comforter of them that mourn, for that 
forrowful and reſpectful view, which thou, in 
thy laſt agonies, being content, in thy marvel- 
lous love for us, to bear the pains not or of 
| chine 
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thine own paſſion, but of compaſſion for others, 
didſt mercifully vouchſafe to have of thy moſt 
loving mother, ſtanding under the croſs and 
preſſed with much griet; whoſe greatneſs thou 
beſt knoweſt, who waſt the moſt ſearching 
diſcerner of the ſecrets of her heart. For as a 
ſon, thou lovedſt nothing on the earth more 
dear than Mary, thy mother; and ſhe could 
love nothing more than thee, thou great Gop, 
the very Jenovan, whom ſhe, this manifeſter 
of him who 1s all life, knew to be after the fleſh, 
begotten of her, and yet to be the Lozp 
of all things, even her incarnate Creator. There- 
fore ſeeing thee hang on the croſs, whom ſhe 
molt affectionately loved, ſhe mult have remain- 
ed rather in thee than in herſelf ; and carried, as 
it were, wholly out of herſelf, have allo hung 
crucified with thee, in the ſpirit, tho' ſhe in 
the body ſtood beneath weeping by the croſs. I 
praiſe and glorify thee for thy exceſſive com- 
paſſion, with which thou didſt doubtleſs filially - 
condole with thy mournful mother, who 
then too undoubtedly counted all thy griefs 
hers, and lamented every of thy wounds as her 
own, and was afliited with new tortures, as of- 
ten as ſhe beheld with her motherly eyes the 
blood flowing from thy ſacred body ; and when 
ſh? heard thy voice ſpeaking to her from the 
croſs. Far off indeed ſhe might be and was, 
with the women, at firſt, as thy apoſtle reports 
to us, and as thy church was; but then ſhe 
was ſoon brought zigb, by the giving way of 
the multitude, which at firſt prevented her near- 
er approach, to ſhew alſo our acce/s to thee by 
thy croſs. I praiſe and honour thee for thy 
moſt tender addreſs, when thou madeſt 1 
| ort 
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ſhort ſpeech to thy deſolate mother, when thit 
didſt commend her to the very beloved diſci- 
ple John, as to a moſt faithful provider, and 
didſt aſſociate the diſciple to the bleſſed Mary; 
in the indiſſoluble bond of holy love, ſaying not; 
mother, to call the tenderneſs of the relation to ſor- 
rowful remembrance ; (ſo much didſt thou in thine 
own agonies ſeek to aſſuage the grief ofothers,) but, 
woman behold thy ſon; then again to the 4%, 
ciple, behold thy mother. O happy conjunction 
and agreeable commendation! For in this 
ſpeech thou, completing the example of the 
filial reſpe& thy goſpel enforces to mothers, 
ſhewedſt the affection of a gracious and 
ſollicitous love, in honour of thy mother, whoſe 
womb bare thee, and whoſe paps thou ſuck- 
edſt ; giving her the comfort of having a holy 
diſciple for a ſon, inſtead of thyſelf, that might 
correſpond with her pure manners and pro- 
vide her with the neceſſaries of life. For thus it 
became thy filial care to do, that the pious and 
bleſſed mother might not want a faithful ſervant, 
leſt ſhe ſhould be left ſolitary, as it were, in the 
midſt of a troubleſome world, and as an afflicted 
ſtranger among the Jews, who was in a little 
while to be deprived of thy moſt ſweet preſence. 
For tho' thou couldſt have otherwiſe given her a 
miraculous ſupport, even directly from thyſelf, yet 
thou wouldſt appoint one to adminiſter it to her; 
to teach us that thou wouldſt have us look for our 
ſupport to life eternal in the uſe of thy appointed 
means and miniſtry. . 

2. But thou madeſt this addreſs, O gracious 
Jzsus, and haſt recorded it like all other ſcrip- 
ture for our inſtruction. And there is a mother 


and a diſciple to whom thou ſtill ſpeakeſt, mu- 
| tually 
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tually commending them to each other, whilft 
they both ſtand by faith looking to thee on the 
croſs for them. For thou frequently deſcribeſt 
the church, whole ſeed thou waſt as a mother ; poſ- 
ſeſſed, like thy mother, of an animating ſpirit, and 
likewiſe of an outward form; not invented by 
man, but ordained and made by thee ; and in 
whoſe womb the child of Gop is framed by the 
power of the Higheſt overſhadowing him, and the 
Holy Gboſt's coming upon him by thee z in whoſe 
boſom he lies, and whoſe breaſts of conſolation, 
miniſtring the word of lite, he is ſatisfied with. 
Again, thou as frequently deſcribeſt believers as 
children and ſons of this mother, them whom thou 
haſt admitted, like Jh, to lie in the boſom of thy 
love, and who follow thee in unity of ſpirit with 
the church to thy croſs. To theſe therefore thou 
yet makeſt this tender ſpeech. Theſe perceive 
in thy words the commendation of thy mother 
church to the faithful diſciple, beloved of Gop in 
theez and of this diſciple to the church's moſt 
obſervant care. The church hears thee ſay, Vo- 
man, behold thy ſon. ** Art thou afflicted that 
„J am taken from thee; and loveſt thou me 
and deſiteſt thou to enjoy me? Then bebold, 
« in my diſciple, full of grace, I give thee a 
e new relation: behold thy ſon, not by nature in- 
„ deed, any more than Jehn was Mary's, but 
„by my adoption of him. Behold him as thy 
« fon, born as I was of the Spirit; have this diſ- 
* ciple under thine eye; tenderly miniſter to 
* him, as thou wouldſt to me; and ſhew forth 
* thy love for me in thy love of him, whom I 
have placed in my ſtead to receive it. For in 
him behold thy ſon, one who is diſpoſed, as I 
have been, to ſerve and miniſter to ** in 

love“. 
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© jove.“ The true diſciple too, who is beloved 
and accepted of thee, hears thee recommend 
thy church to him, by which thou haſt been and 
art manifeſt to him, ſaying, ** Behold thy mother, 
Thou profeſſeſt to believe in and to love me, 
e that thus bleed on the croſs for thee; I require 
„then that thou giveſt a proof of it. And that 
„ thou mayelt, I give thee a new and ſpiritual 
& relation, even the church of whom I came for 
& a mothers and behold in her thy mother, who 
e has been the inſtrument in the hands of Go 
© of manifeſting me unto thee, that thou might- 
„ eſt be born again and receive the adoption of 
„ ſons by me. Have her under thy eye, feek 
her peace and edification, miniſter unto her, of 
whom thou waſt begotten unto my faith, even 
“ as I have miniſtred ; and of whoſe /incere milk 
thou haſt received, that thou mighteſt grow 
* thereby. So ſhall it be known thou loveſt me, 
„ and art my diſciple.” O may theſe words ſink 
deep into the hearts of thoſe who miniſter in thy 
name, and of all who profeſs themſelves thy diſ- 
ciples, to have long laid in the 4o/om of thy love 
and to have a deep Eule of thy mercy in bleeding 

on the croſs for them | 
3. Doubtleſs the ſacred ordinance and moſt 
excellent recommendation of the Son pleaſed the 
bleſſed Mary, the mother of Gov. She certainly 
received the diſciple with agreeable affection, 
whom Jzsus deſigned her. For this was Jahn 
the beloved apoſtle, elect and beloved above all 
the reſt; of ſweet manners ; affable in addreſs ; 
modeſt in carriage; in diet temperate; in ap- 
parel homely; ready to obey, This was the 
moſt Joving diſciple, by family related to thee ; 
in reputation glorious; in mind pure thro? faith; 
in 
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jn body chaſte ; pleaſing to Gop ; dear to all; 
in all things fit for the fellowſhip of and to mi- 
niſter in love to the holy mother. | 
And who can deny but that this pleaſed her, 
which pleaſed the Son; and that ſhe was diſpoſed 
to do that which he had ordered to be done, who 
in all his works ſought not his own will, but his 
Father's glory? For ſhe accordingly received John, 
who was then bequeathed to her in the ſtead of 
him that was ſo ſoon to depart. Whereby is ſig- 
nified to us, not only the prudent and wiſe a 
pointment the biſhops and paſtors ſhould after 
CurisT's example make of ſuch perſons as have 
John's graces, to miniſter to his church; but alſo 
the humility and well-pleaſing with which ſhe 
and all her members receive the miniſters, appoint- 
ed by this crucified Loap, to officiate in his 
ftead, and the delight they have in CHRIST's or- 
dinances, as the means by which he would derive 
his grace to them. John too now gladly received 
the deſireable depoſit that was committed to him, 
even her who was bleſſed, by being the manifeſter 
of CyR1sT, the bleſſing and leſſer of the nations. 
And he who was before called the ſon of Zebedee, 
according to the fleſh, the brother of James the 
great, and a relation of our Saviour, and after- 
wards became the diſciple of Jesus, might now 
be known by the new name of the adoptive ſon 
of Mary, that was hence-forth abont to ſerve her 
with all filial affection. For he did as Jesus com- 
manded ; becauſe I read, from that hour that dif- 
ciple took her to his own home, and undertook the 
care of her, ſtudiouſly miniſtred to and moſt de- 
voutly obeyed her as his own mother, and cor- 
dially regarded her. So ſoon does love N the 
commandment of Jzsus. And this example the 
aithful 
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faithful miniſter and diſciple, in whom this love 
is ſhed abroad, as gladly follows. For if the 
beloved diſciple John is joytul and glad for the 
depoſit intruſted with him, for what CRHRISH 
loved beſt in the fleſh ; much joy of heart alſo 
has he, who takes the church with a willing mind 
to his own houſe and family, as his mother ; of 
whoſe womb he was born again, and whole breaſts 
of grace he has ſucked : of whom it is ſaid, ** they 
&« ſhall proſper that love thee” ; and againſt whom 
the gates of bell ſhall not prevail; to be ruled by 
her in the Lord ; to pray to Gop with her; to 
mourn and faſt with her ; and live a peaceable 
and godly life. For if he certainly receives 
CnRi1sT, that receives a di/ciple in his name and 
one member of his body, how muſt he not re- 
ceive CHRIST, that receives the whole church, his 
body, with whom there goes this bleſſing? and 
how great is the reward of the faithful miniſter and 
fervant to the church in the LoRx D, who gives it 
meat in due ſeaſon ; when the giver of even a cup 
of cold water ſhall in no wiſe loſe his reward ? 

4. This privilege was indeed vouchſated to 
him, whom the LoR D had admitted to his boſom and 
filled with a great abundance of graces and virtues, 
with the belief of him, with a bold contempt of the 
world, with a love of all the brethren, with 
ſweetneſs of manners, with a holy converſation, 
with frugality of diſpoſition, with freedom of 
ſpirit, with purity of conſcience, with probity of 
life. Beſeech therefore the Lox D thus to purity 
thy heart by the belief of the truth, that thou 

mayſt be filled with his love; and take thy mo- 
ther, the church, into thy keeping, miniſtring to 
its ſupport and edification in peace and godlineſs; 


and thou wilt be bleſſed with grace, tho' not for, 
' yer 
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yet in thy deed. With her thou ſhalt indeed make 
much and high proficiency. For thou ſhalt be 
inſtructed with her ſpeech of grace; thou ſhalt 
be edified by her example, thou ſhalt be aſſiſted 
by her prayers 3 excited by her admonitions; in- 
flamed with: her love; drawn by her devotion 3 

raiſed by her contemplations; filled with her 
joys ; overflow with her delights; enjoy her hea- 
venly bleflings in Cyr1sT Jesus. Thou ſhalt hear 
the divine myſteries from her mouth; learn “ the 
« hidden things,” perceivethe * wonderful things,” 
underſtand the great things of Gop.”* Thro* com- 
munion with her in CHRIST thou ſhalt be more 
chaſte in thy converſation 3 remain more pure; 
become more holy ; and perſevere with more de- 
votion. Her form is chaſtity ; her ſpeech pru- 
dence 3 her actions righteouſneſs ; her reading 
Jzsvs 3 her meditation CaR1sT 3 her contempla- 
tion God. The beauty of her countenance in 
the fairneſs of CHRIST's excellency ſhines as the 
light; her face is venerable ; her comelineſs 
makes the beholder chaſte ; her carriage provokes 
his admiration ; her ſpeech drives away every 
thing that offendeth; her clothing is not the 
heavy dreſs of ſuperſtition, nor the looſe garb of 
licenticuſneſs, but becoming and decent; in a 
word, ſhe is «all glorious within,” and her veſture 
*is of wrought gold.” Such and fo great is the 
dignity of the church, to whom thou, the **ſtew- 
ard of the myſteries of Gop,” art made a miniſter, 
and of whom, CHRIST ſays to thee, Behold thy mo- 
ther. Therefore give diligence, take heed unto 
thy miniſtry, which thou haſt received of Gop 
for her edification; hold her in reverence, and, 
after the example of CHRIST, lay thyſelf out in 
the care of her. Stand now by faith near the 
| P 2 crols 
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croſs of Jesvs ; wait by the holy church to ſup- 
port her when vexed with affliction in the arms of 
thy love; raiſe her up when ready to faint under 
her woe in this world, becauſe of the crucifixion of 
the Son of Gop anew, and of the ſufferings of her 
children : comfort her that is with tears bewail- 
ing her abſence in the body from Jzsus. Weep 
thou with her that weeps; mourn with her that 
mourns z go where ſhe goes, ſtay where ſhe ſtays, 
remain where ſhe takes up her abode. Depart 
not from holy ſorrow ; let tender pity have its 
perfect work. Then prepare thyſelf with faith 
to view the funeral exequies of the dying Jz8vs, 
Lead the congregation, to whom thou miniſtreſt, 
together with thee to the place of his ſepulchre, 
where he lay for them ; conduct the church to the 
heavenly city; carry her with exemplary affection 
to thy houſe, that ſhe may be he church in thy houſe; 
comfort her in her members, that has adminiſtred 
ſuch conſolation to thee, and ſnew forth thy love 
of the Son by thy love to her. Behold what a 
pure church is committed to thee, and conſider 
whoſe mother is commended unto thy careful 
keeping as thine own ; that ſhe receive no hurt 
through thy neglect, and offence, Therefore I 
humbly beſeech thee, O Jesus, fervently to 
pray for me, a ſinner, that I alſo may regard 
thee, as ſpeaking to me and be influenced with 
the love of thee, and devoutly miniſter to the 
edification of the church, tho? a partaker of her 


ſufferings in this world, 
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leſs and thank thee, O holy J=svs, thou 
root and offspring of David, for all thy good 
gifts plentifully beſtowed on the bleſſed virgin; for 
her many virtues and exceeding great privileges, 
with which thou didſt render her excellent among 
all the holy women of the earth; makin 
her to be the mother of Gop, to cheriſh the 
Word incarnate of her in her womb, and to 
take thee up, whom the heavens and the heavens 
of heavens cannor contain, and to embrace and 
carry thee in her arms. I bleſs thee for conde- 
ſcending to make thy lowly hand-maid to diſpenſe 
to thee in the fleſh with loving affection ſo many 
ſervices and ſuch neceſſary aſſiſtance; and to call 
her to ſo many perſecutions and journeys, pains 
and fatigues, endured together with thee, that 
thy ſufferings, by thy tender feelings of her diſ- 
treſſes, might be the ſharper. I laud thee for 
all thy ſweet diſcourſes trequently held with her, 
for thy divine ſpeeches that ſhe undoubtedly 
heard from thy mouth, and treaſured up and 
hid in her heart and ſweetly meditated on in her 
breaft : for the great conſolations frequently re- 
ceived from thee ; for the exceſſive joys and de- 
lights ſhe had from thy preſence, and for the in- 
ſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt. I glorify thee, Q 
Lon ChRisr, for thy vouchſafing her that 
loved thee ſuch ſubmiſſion to the divine ordinance, 
that ſhe gave herſelf up to thee and in thee to 
the croſs, and that though ſhe was vehemently 
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grieved with all thy pains, did yet follow thee, tho? 
far off, to the ſhame of the croſs, not regarding the 
flight of the diſciples, nor ſo much tearing the 
ſavageneſs of the Fews; but chuſing rather to 
undergo death with thec; than wholly to leave thee, 
her Saviour, in ſuch exceeding trouble. For 
when all thy friends were diſperſed, the moſt 
ſorrowful, with a company of lowly women, 
haſtened to Calvary, paſſing amidit the raging 
crowd, that they might ſtill ſee thee alive in 
the fleſh, from whom, before thou didit die, 
ſhe was to receive a moſt gracious recom- 
mendation. More particularly I praiſe and adore 
thee, for the evident demonſtration thou haſt 
given, in this thy grace to her, of the manifold 
and moſt excellent privileges thou vouchſafeſt 
'to thy church, and to the ſouls in whom thou art 
formed; of thy lovely communion with them, of 
the ſpiritual conſolations diſpenſed to them un- 
der their ſufferings; of the ſubmiſſion to thy 
will, which thou workeſt in thy church amidſt 
all the tribulations of her children ; and ot her 
ſtrong deſire to continue with them in their 
temptations to her profit. | 
2. How can we but ſympathize with her, 
who with the eye of faith attend to her mourn- 
ful ſituation by the croſs of E SUs, where long- 
ing ſhe ſtood, wearied, afflicted, and accord- 
ing to Simeon's prophecy, pierced with the ſeword 
of grief; we who thus ſee her numerous tears 
which ſhe abundantly ſhed ; her cloſe and care- 
ful adherence to her Son, now about to die in 
extreme neceſſity and anguiſh : — who thus 
ſee the great contrition of heart, which ſhe felt 
on his giving up the ghoſt, and her ſorrow- 
ful look on beholding him hanging dead 1 — 
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her, and afterwards receiving him taken down 
from the croſs : — who thus ſee her mournful 
way to the ſepulchre, when ſhe lamenting fol- 
lowed the foot-ſteps of thoſe who bare the holy 
body, watchfully ſaw it laid in the ſepulchre 
and ſhut up under a great ſtone : — who thus fee 
her return in tears from the ſepulchre, and her 
entrance to John's houſe; where, before many 
of the Faithful there aſſembled, being filled 
with grief for the death of her amiable Son, 
ſhe again, with lamentations, but not without 
hope, mot plentifully wept ; making the eyes of 
them all to weep with her? If faith then, feein 

this ſad ſcene, can call up in the heart of fleſh a 
ſympathy of heart, what believer can without 
it behold at any- time the manitold ſufferings 
of the church and its members, her following 
of the crucified Jesus, amidſt fears within, 
and the fightings of the enemy in various ſhapes 
without; in the {trait path and narrow way of 
Chriſtian duty; her affectionate concern for her 
children on their croſs; her deeply affecting 
ſight of the death of CHRIST; her mournful 
view of him, as once in the grave for her; her 
waiting for the reſurrection ; her groaning within - 
herſelf, as a ſorrowful . aſſembly, to be diſſolved and 
to be with him, far off from a reproaching and 
ſeducing world, and out of the reach of the wiles 
of her grand adverſary, and of the tribulations 
that await her abode in this wilderneſs? No 
believer can conſider them without contrition of 
heart : becauſe he is a partaker of, and feels the 
ſufferings; and becauſe we have Gop's word 
for it, . if one member ſuffer, all the members ſuf- 
fer with it.” Suffer then, my ſoul, in holy com- 
paſſion, not only after the example of this weep- 
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ing mother, this affectionate Mary, but alfa 
with the church, mourning the death of Je5vs, 
crucified for her and thy ſins, and grieved in 
ſpirit, in this vale of miſery, amidſt temptations 
and troubles. For if thou regardeſt Mary, 
higbly-favoured and bleſſed among women, be- 
hold her weeping for the ſuffering Son. Mary, 
the wife of Cleopbhas, weeps for her deareſt ne- 
phew, according to the fleſh; Mary Magda- 
lene for her phyſician, the-Gop of her health; 
Jobn weeps for his molt ſweet ma/ler; all the 
apoſtles, tho* flying for a time, weep for their 
Loxp, thus taken from them; martyrs pour 
forth their tears, nay, their blood for the cap- 
tain of their ſalvation; the church too, in all 
ages, mourns her abſence in the body, and to 
fee her much loved Lorp, yet ſpeaking in 
his word, yet pouring forth weter and blood in 
the /acraments, yet calling by his miniſters and 
preſenting himſelf in his members, oppoſed, re- 
proached and croſſed in the world. Who would 
not weep then, where ſo many weep, that he 
alſo may be comforted together ? | 
3. Truly this was a great wailing in Jeruſalem. 
Stand therefore a little here, my ſoul, and learn 
weeping from the bleſſed mother, this emblem 
of the church, whoſe bitter tears may move the 
inmoſt parts of thy heart. Behold, e ſtands now 
near the croſs, wounded with many griefs, who 
once ſtood by the manger, filled with the ſounds 
of the celeſtial choir : to ſhew thee, tho* thou haſt 
rejojced in op thySaviour with her, when the bride- 
groom is with thee, yet thou haſt thy time of mourn- 
ing, when, for the chaſtiſement of thy ſins he 1s 
taken away, She is now vexed with the clamours 
and revilings of the people, who had before been 
comforted with the angelic tidings of Cux Is: ſhe 
| is 
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is now cloathed with thegarments of heavineſs, who 
had before been honoured by the pious kings of the 
earth : ſhe is now beſprinkled with the blood of her 
ſon, with whole fair countenance ſhe had before 
bee cheriſhed and delighted: ſhe ſees him 
hanging among robbers, as a moſt capital tranſ- 
greſſor, whom ſhe had ſeen ſo unweariedly doing 
good, unexampled good, and working a mul- 
titude of miracles among the people : ſhe ſees 
him like a leper, becauſe of the ſtench of his 
wounds, whom ſhe had known to have clean- 
ſed lepers: ſhe ſees him ſurrounded, reduced 
with many ſores and pains, who had driven 
away all ſorts of diſeaſes from the infirm : ſhe 
ſees him ſubject to death, who had reſtored the 
wiaow's ſon and the dead Lazarus to life: all 
her pleaſant things are turned into ſorrows, all 
her ſweets into bitterneſs; ſo many are the 
ſtorms, ſo boiſterous the ſea of trouble in which 
ſhe is placed. By the record of all which diſ- 
treſs, the Lox D would teach his beloved church 
that ſhe ſhould not count it a ſtrange thing, nor 
raſhly conclude againſt her being the bleſſed of 
the Log, it, after being comforted with the 
precious zidings of ſalvation, ſhe ſhould hear and 
paſs thro* the evil report of the children of this 
world; if after receiving honour from godly 
kings, ſhe ſhould meet ſorrow; if, after being 
refreſhed in her holy iced, ſhe ſhould even have 
their blood ſprinkled, and fee them dead in her 
boſom; if, after ſeeing them exemplary in 
good works of love and obedience, ſhe ſhould 
tind them alſo numbered amongſt, and ſuffering 
with tranſereſſors ; if, after ſeeing them labo- 
riouſly miniſtring to the ſpiritual and bodily wel- 
fare and life of others, ſhe ſhould find them 
brought low with racking pains and griefs, 

even 
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eyen unto death, and thus have their joy turned into 
mourning. But then behold the holy mother is not 
overcome of deſpair, having her mind fixed on that 
Gop, whole ſayings lay deep hidden in her Heart. 
She ſtands therefore by the crois, conſtant amidſt 
her ſorrows, giving proof of her fidelity, demon- 
ſtrating her love to him, notwithſtanding the threats 
and revilings of the blaſphemers. She endures 
them all, and, deſuing to conform to her 
meek and lowly Son, aniwers nothing again to 
her moſt cruel foes. For we read of no rude 
ſpeech nor angry behaviour in her; but of her 
bitter weeping, her anxious grief, her inward 
ſympathy, her exceeding great affliction. Nor 
is it to be doubted that ſne practiſed the leſſon 
ſhe had been taught and ſo lately ſaw exem- 
plified in CHRIST, and prayed for the pardon 
and converſion of her afflictors. Whereby the 
Holy Ghoſt, who lovingly teacheth us the way 
in which we ſhould go, would repreſent that 
when his church ſhall be thus afflicted and rſſed 
with tempeſt and not comforted, ſhe will never- 
theleſs be ſeen ſtanding in faith by CHRIST 
crucified, with conſtancy of hope amidſt her 
ſufferings ; waiting for the fulfilling of his words 
of promiſe to them that mourn; maniteſting her 
fidelity and affection amidſt the menaces and 
contradictions of ſinners; ſhewing forth a love, 
that, deſirous of being conform to ChRIST, 
beareth and endureth all things; not reſiſting or 
reviling again, but, on the contrary, grieving 
for them, who, forgetting the wonderful works 
of Gor, do yet crucify Cizr1sT anew and bring 
forrow upon her; and in a fellowſhip with his 
{ſpirit praying for her foes. 
4. For thus ſtood the mother of JIEs us by the 
croſs, amidſt her tribulations, ſhewipg to the 
churches 
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churches and all mothers, in their troubles, under 
the loſs of their children, the conſolation of pa- 
tience in her own meek example. O all ye who, 
with the ſteps of faith, paſs by this way of Cal- 
vary, look at the painful ſtation of the bleſſed 
Mary by the bleeding JE sus; behold her bear- 
ing her croſs in his crucifixion. Was ever mo- 
tber's ſorrow like unto her ſorrow, or was there 
ever ſuch a mother in the world who ſuffered 
with ſo great a love for ſuch a ſon ? For in every 
torturing of the members of JEsus, ſhe was 
wounded in ſpirit together with him; and the 
mother, as the church is ſtill, was as often prerced, 
as ſhe ſaw the bloody marks in the body of 
the Son. See therefore, devout ſoul, that thou 
hideſt theſe things within thy breaſt. Be thou 
alſo meek and ſtrong, when the time of tribu- 
lation cometh becauſe of the word. Be not 
overcome with deſpair, if that which thou ex- 
ccedingly loveſt, a huſband, a parent or a 
child, is taken away from thee; or if that is 
in the wiſdom of Gop denied thee, which thou 
haſt in thy folly ſelfiſhly thought to be ne- 
ceſſary for thee; nay, not if hy beloved Ixsus 
withdraw himſelf and go, that thou mayeſt more 
diligently ſeek him. For the deareſt friends 
of Jesus are wont to be proved by the great- 
eſt trials; as it is uſual to ſend the ſtouteſt and 
beſt ſoldiers upon the moſt important enter- 
prizes. For if Gop ſpared not his own Son, but 
gave him up for us all to the moſt grievous pun- 
iſhments,, why ſeekeſt thou thy reſt and thy 
Joys here; and this as a foliower of CHRIST. If 
CHrisT did not ſeek his own glory, but was 
obedient to, and prepared for the vileſt and 
moſt painful ſufferings, and gave up his mo- 


| ( 420 } 
ther for thee; why, as profeſſing to imitate 
his fair example, doſt thou thus ſeek * thine 
own profit and glory, and fear pain and prief 
in the way of repentance and chaſtiſement, or 
reſiſt his will; and not rather fear eternal tor- 
ment, and, for the love of the crucified 
Saviour, be content patiently to embrace 
hardſhips, and ſeverities when thou art 
called to them? If he permitted his mother 
to ſuffer many adverſities in this world, if he 
permitted her to be often in tribulation and 
to weep vehemently, how can the church or 
thou think to live without any preſſing af— 
fliction? And if thou conſidereſt all the friends 
of Gor, you will find that none ever failed 
thro' life without meeting ſome great ſeas, ſome 
ftorms, for to try and prove them. Take there- 
fore an example of unwearied patience from 
the crucified Jzsvs, and learn from his bleſſed 
mol ber and the beloved diſciple to endure : fear 
not to undergo ſome hight affliction in order to 
thy falvation, and in grateful return for the 
infinite love of Jesus to thee. But rejoice in- 
aſmuch, as ye are partakers of CaR1sT's ſufferings, 
that when his glory ſhall be revealed, thou mayſt 
be glad allo with perpetual and exceeding joy. 
For the moſt kind Jrsvs knows how to have 
compaſſion upon the afflicted, as well as upon 
the ignorant and them that are out of the way. 
He has learned, from what he has fuffered once 
in the fleſh, affectionately to pity the miſerable. 
He will not always forget his poor members ; 
he will ſtand by thoſe that pray to him; he 
will help them that call upon him early, and 
will be gracious to thoſe that ſerve him. 
| 5. Q 


- 


( - 26k +} 

5. O moſt merciful Jzsus, thou ſweet ſon of 
Mary, pour into me, I pray thee, the grace of 
devout weeping, and wound my heart with the 
affection of that inward compaſſion, with which 
the inmoſt parts of thy pious mother were once 
ſhaken, that I may mourn for my ſins, which 
brought thee to all this ſuffering; that I may ſorrow 
for the ſeparation which they make between thee 
and me, and deſire thee with my whole heart. 
Behold me with thole eyes of graciouſneſs, with 
which thou didſt once look upon thy mother and 
diſciple, as they ſtood under the croſs weeping, 
when thou did{t commend the one to the other, 
leaving thy laſt farewel to them in this affection- 
ate ſpeech, Behold thy ſon, and behold thy mother. 
Viſit me, I beſeech thee, with thy ſalvation, and 
make me now to hear that word enforced to me, 
which John, receiving a hundred-fold for the ma- 
ther he had left, heard from the croſs, Behold thy 
mother, the church, that I may ſhew my love to 
thee in the love of thy church and of my bre- 
thren, who do thy will, and of whom thou haſt 
ſaid, the ſame is my mother and in her commu- 
nion may ſafely be defended by thee from the 
fear of the roaring enemy. O moſt gracious and 
moſt faithful advocate for ſinners, I humbly be- 
ſeech thee by all thy excellent merits, with which 
thou haſt moſt eminently pleaſed Gop, and by all 
the ſingular offices of thy humanity, which 
thou didſt perform when on earth, and by all 
the tears which thou didſt moſt bitterly pour 
forth at thy paſſion, to vouchſafe thy pity to 
me, a poor creature; and with thy uſual ten- 
derneſs to undertake the care of me and to make 
me of the number of thy ſervants, who have the 
pledges and embraces of thy ſpecial love. O 
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my only hope, thou glorious Cyr 1sT, ſhew me the 
light of thy countenance, before my ſoul departs 
from this body, and, in the pitifulneſs of thy 
mercy, turn thoſe eyes to me with which thou 
didſt look up to Gop for me: ſtand by me that 1 
may follow and abide by thee and thy myſtic bo- 
dy unto the end with all faithfulneſs and perſeve- 
rance. Becauſe I have none for a preſent help and 
ſtrength in the times of my trouble, but only 
thou, the great refuge for the oppreſſed ; none to 
ſupport me when the waves of ungodlineſs riſe 
up againſt thee in thy church, and againft me in 
a holy following of thee, but only thou, O Loxy, 
who duwelleſt on high and art mightier, and wilt 
take away the rebuke of thy people, and wipe away 
tears from all eyes. 
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Of the wonderful darkneſs, and the ſtrong cry of Ix- 
sus on the croſs, Eli, Eli, lama ſabacthani ? 


1. J Blefs and thank thee, OLORD JESUS CHRIST, 

thou divine and adorable Loxp of glory, 
who clotheſt thyſelf wwith light as it were with a 
garment, ſaying, let there be light, and there was 
hight, and dwelleſt in light no mortal can approach, 
for condeſcending to have darkneſs for thy ſecret 
place, and thine own heavens clothed with black- 
neſs, and ſackcloth around thee on the croſs ; 
when, according to the moſt preciſe prophecy, the 
fun, that was to be furned into darkneſs, went 
down at noon-day, by a miracle, when it was full- 
moon; and darkneſs covered the earth, and was 
ſet over all the land from the fxth hour until the 
_ ninth hour, For even now did Goo —_— 
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« the ſtreaming light, and it roſe not ;“ io 
that thou mighteſt juſtly ſay, Did I not weep for 
him that was in trouble? was not my ſoul grieved 
for the poor. When I looked for good then evil 
came; and when I waited for light, then came 
darkneſs. I have gone mourning without the 
ſun. Thou haſt laid me in the darkneſs. O 
how amazing is thy love, how myſterious thy 
humiliation ! Our nature is the tranſgreſſor. We 
all had fallen ſport of the glory of Gor, and loft 
the bright robe of ſpotleſs obedience ; we had 
forfeited the light of thy countenance and were in- 
volved in a #lack cloud of guilt ; we had loſt the 
light of grace in our hearts, the light of thy glo- 
rious knowledge in our underſtanding, purity in 
our affections and life, and had rendered our- 
ſelves unworthy of the manſions of glory : nay, we 
having become children of darkneſs, even darkneſs 
itſelf, deſerved to waik no longer in the light of 
this world, but to be low laid in darkneſs, in 
chains of darkneſs, in the loweſt and outer darkneſs 
under the power of the prince of darkneſs, for ever 
baniſhed from the preſence of thy glory, But 
that we might not remain in this diſtreſs, thou 
the glory of the Lord, which filled the temple and 
lends the ſun its luſtre, wilt thyſelf want its heams; 
and, ſetting for us, exiſt under the power of 
darkneſs for a time, to make thy people eternally 
lizht in thee, to give the luſtre of thy righteouſneſs 
to our perſons thro? faith, the light of the know- 
ledge of thy glory in our underſtandings ; the 
beams of thy grace to kindle fervent love in our 
hearts, to purify our affections, and to brighten 
our converſations as children of the light ; to pur- 
chaſe for us the light of this world and eternal 

lory in the next. For to ſhew us that we were 
in Gop's ſight in che ſtate the earth was in, _ 
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all was confuſion, and darkneſs was upon the face of 
the deep, thou waſt content, in order to give us 
a new creation to the light of life, to have darkneſs 
now upon thee, that thou mighteſt Hine unto us 
as a light, like the it light, out of darkneſs. Thou 
wouldſt ſubmit to bear this plague for us, to feel it 
and to be bound by it, as the Egyptians by the mira- 
culous darkneſs, tho* but about three hours on the 
croſs, before thou the fr/t-bornand our paſſover, waſt 
flain, yet hree days in the grave, ſo that thou couldſt 
not ſtir from it, that we might have a happy Exodus 
ordepartureout of our ſpiritual captivity, and have 
thee go before us in this wildernels, as our lightand 
ſalvation, to the heavenly Canaan. O night of the 
Lox, to be obſerved of thy children throughout all 
their generations; wherein wounded and nailed, as 
thou waſt on the croſs by men, Gop joined in 
vengeful juſtice for our fins on thy body againſt 
thee, took from thee the light of this world, and laid 
thee in the darkneſs we deſerved, a darkneſs ſha- 
dowing thy greater want of the light of Gop's 
countenance, thy greater oppreſſion under the po- 
ers of darkneſs and the cloud of our guilt! I praiſe 
and adore thee too, moſt wiſe Log, who when 
the world by their wiſdom knew thee not, and were 
by their pretended light led into ſo horrible an 
error, as to miſtake their Gop and crucify him 
for a moſt capital malefactor and traitor, didſt 
ſhew them hereby what a great darkneſs was 
come on their minds, that thus perſecuted thee, 
who art the truth, for a deceiver, and put thee, 
the glory of angels, to ſhame. O moſt heinous 
_ offence ! If the leaſt fin is abominable in Gop's 
fight, if the whole congregation may juſtly fear 
for ane man's ſin, and this is not to be done away 
but by thy blood, how exceedingly deteſtable 
muſt his crime have been in the ſight of yr 
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and his holy angels thus to treat the Lox p, Who 
came to ſave them from their other ſins ! Had 
there been trembling in heaven, well might its in- 
habitants have feared for theſe people; and had 
it been allowed them, have ſought to hide the 
ſhame they deviſed to put thee to. No wonder 
therefore the earth ſhould quake and the 
rocks be rent under them, as if unwilling to 
bear them; and that Gop, who ſo loved us as to 
cover our offences, ſhould ſo far counter- act the 
devil's moſt baſe deſign, as to cauſe the very pus 
niſument of fin to veil thee from their deſpiteful 
eyes, to make the ſun, as abhorrent of the enor- 
mous deed, not to ſhine on ſuch dercides and mur- 
derers of their Gop, to cover the heavens with 
blackneſs and ſackcloth, to put the creation, as it 
were, in deep mourning for the LoD of life, and 
to cover the face of his man of ſorrows from them: 
as if it was unable to lift up its bright head, 
when thou, its crucified maker, watt bowing 
thine on the cro/s. I farther magnify and adore 
thee, thou moſt loving Gop-man, who never 
forſakeſt them that ſeek thee 3 thou moſt amiable 
Son of the Father, tor thy great and ſolitary dere- 
liction on the croſs, which followed the withdraw- 
ing of the outward light by this very wondrous 
eclipſe z, when as an alien from Gop and un- 
known to him, when, as if thou hadſt not been 
truly the Son of Gop, neither of any power and 
authority, thou waſt, for a time, forſaken, as man 
by the divinity in thee, tho' not ſo as to have the 
perſonal union of the natures diſſolved, but fo as 
not to be protected from ſuffering; and waſt aban- 
doned by all the hoſt of heaven and by all the 
creatures of the world at the inſtant of this thy 
moſt bitter neceſlity and diſtreſs. I praiſe and 
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glorify thee for that ſtrong cry wherewith thow 
didſt, before a multitude of hearers and thy 
| forrowful mother and diſciple, and the women 
unable to ſpeak for anxiety of mind and grief 
of heart, manifeſt to us this thy ſad dereliction 
under this darkneſs and the greater night of 
heavineſs on thy mind, which, tho' thy moſt 
afflictive ſtroke, yet being inviſible, had never other- 
wife been known. For that man might not be ig- 
norant at how great a price and with what ſevere and 
myſteriouſly deep ſufferings our redemption was 
bought, thou didſt break out into this loud and 
mourntul exclamation, Eli, Eli, lama ſabacthani ? 
* My Gop, my Gop, why haft thou forſaken 
% me”? By which cry thou didſt indeed openly 
declare the exceeding greatneſs of this mot fad 
and ſolemn part of thy ſorrows, and the with- 
drawing of all conſolation from thee ; and how 
great things thou didſt now ſuffer, as the ſacrifice 
that was to be offered without any oi of mercy, 
for the ſalvation of thoſe very men, by whom 
thou hadſt nevertheleſs been heid of no reputa- 
tion, nay, been eſteemed a moſt wicked malefac- 
tor and a perverter of the nation, and on no ac- 
count worthy to live. O what wonders croud on 
the contemplating mind]! That the maker of 
man' ſhould be rejected by man, is a wonder; that 
he, by whom princes rule, ſhould be given up 
by one to be crucified, is a wonder ; that holinels 
ſhould be condemn'd; omnipotence faſtened to the 
croſs, and crown'd with thorns; glory put to ſhame; 
that love, perfect love ſhould be forſaken by his kinſ- 
men and friends; and the creator of the ſun by the 
light he made and wrapped in darkneſs are all won- 
ders; but tlie greateſt of all is this, that he, who is 
Lob of all, the Son of Gop's love ſhould, amidſt 
all this woe, be forſaken of Gop, as well as of his 
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creatures, as if deſerving to enjoy nothing of 
good. Surely the pooreſt is rich in compariſon of 
thee in this poverty; the ſharpeſt thorns the ſoft- 
eſt pillow, O conſider, my ſoul, theſe wonders, 
molt diligently conſider the preſent ſpeech now 
put forth by Jzsvus. Behold him as dying for the 
ungodly, dealt with without any the leaſt grace, as 
an enemy, and the face, which ſhone all love to 
him, as the Son of Gop and the fellow perſon in 
the God-head, burning with fierce indignation 
againſt him, as ſurety for thee. So that, marvellous 
to tell, the Lorp of the univerſe, who had want 
of nothing and lleth all in all, was reduced to 
this miſery of woe, as thus openly before the 
world to ſet forth his neceſſity to his Father's 
cars; that he complains not with murmuring, but 
with reſignation to him, and for our information, 
of being forſaken by the Father, who worketh all 
things with the Father ; that he declares himſelf 
heavy laden, who without any labour holds 
up the pillars of the earth, and ſupports all things; 
thar he confeſfes himfelf a baniſhed and needy 
but-caſt, who is wont to comfort the ſorrowful 
and receive the weak; that the greatdeterminer of 
all wiſhes, and the ſovereign ruler of all events, 
who uſed to hear the cries of the poor, pours 
forth the voice of a humble petition and ſays, My 
Gov, my Gov, why haſt thou forſaken nie? For 
from the beginning of the paſſion until now was 
never heard ſo lamentable a ſpeech. It was 
now he mournfully took up the ſacred language, 
inſpired of old for his uſe, in the ſeveral parts of the 

prophetic pſalms and ſongs, which were adapted to 
| this very time, and of one of which this is the begin- 
ning; and did add, {tho* he was / ſore ſinitten 
and feeble as not to be able to ſpeak the reſt with 
his mouth,) “ Why art thou ſo far from my 
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ee health, and the voice of my complaint? O 
* my Gop, I cry in the day time, but thou 
e heareſt not; and in the night ſeaſon alſo I take 
« no reſt.” Twas now having plcaded that they 
pierced his hands and his fect, that he ſaid as 
man, ** Be not thou far from me, O Lorp,— 
= haſte thee to help me-—ſave me from the lion's 
„ mouth. Shew thy ſervant the light of thy 
& countenance.” *T was now when he was walk- 
ing thro” the valley of the ſhadow of death, when 
he owns unto Gop, * thou didſt turn thy face 
& from me, and I was troubled ;” that amidſt 
his crying unto the Los b, his faith was ſtrength⸗- 
ened with this reflection, our fathers hoped in 
&« thee ; they truſted in thee, and thou didſt deliver 
« them” ; and in the aſſurance of Gop's lifting up 
of his head did triumphantly, and not afraid of 
the peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs, ſay, *I will 
« declare thy name unto my brethren — ſing 
ce praiſes unto the Lok b--Heavineſs may endure 
« for a night; but joy cometh in the morning.“ 
The ear of true faith hears him now ſay, © My 
« heart panteth, my ſtrength hath failed me; 
te the fight of mine eyes is gone from me. Hide 
e not thy face from thy ſervant, for I am in trou- 
ec ble. Thy rebuke hath broken my heart — I 
&« am full of heavinels : forſake me not, O Gop. 
« Now thou art far of —Will the Lorp abſent 
« himſelt tor ever? O let us live, and we ſhall 
« call upon thy name. My life draweth nigh to 
« the grave. I am counted as one of them that 
« go down into the pit. The enemy hath laid 
„me in the darkneſs. Shall thy wondrous works 
©« be known in the dark? Unto thee have cried, 
«© O Lord, and early ſhall my prayer come be- 
« fore thee, Lon p, why abhorreſt thou 8 
„ {ou 
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*« ſoul, and hideft thou thy face from me? I am 
ein miſery and like unto him tha: is at the point 
« to die; even from my youth up thy terrors 
e have I ſuffered with a troubled mind. Where- 
fore hideſt thou thy face, and torgeteſt our 
e milery and trouble? O tend cur thy light and 
« truth—Arile and help us and deliver us for thy 
mercies fake”. Now too it hears thee patiently . 
ſay, * My time is in thine hand”, and reſting in 
the promiſes of reſurrection and life, thus con- 
c! des, Thou ſhalt ſet me before thy face for 
ever“. Doubtleſs his ſaying why halt thou 
forſaken me, was to ſtir his people up to conſider 
the reaſon of this ſad dereliZtion. And whillt his 
people hear the cy, how can they but acknow- 
ledge that it is forthem, whoſe innumerable ſins have 
made the terrible breach, and ſeparated between 
Gop and them; whole fer/aking of the Loxp and 
the right way, to run in the way of Cain or Balaam 
or Corab, has deſerved in ſtrict juſtice a forſakin 

by the Lord in all the blackneſs of darkneſs for 
ever; —whoſe ſpiritual whoredom rem under their 
Gop has molt righteouſly merited aneternaldivorce 
trom the holy Gop. For it was on this account 
the Gop of judgment ſays, I wil! forſake them 
and hide my face from them. If ye forſake him, be 
alſo will forſake you. But to prevent this ſentence 
being executed upon us, Go our Saviour be- 
coming 4 curſe for us, did now, as our ſurety, 
moſt lovingly ſubmit to the dereliclion we had de- 
lerved, that the breach might be made up by his 
ſtanding in tbe gap, and that we might not be 
forſaken of Gop, but have what is the greateſt 
of bleſſings, Gop dell in and abide with us thro? 
him, and make us his temple tor evermore. Such 
was the happy re-union brought by this diſtreſſing 
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ſeparation ,, ſuch the everlaſting tenderneſs to be- 
lievers for this Hiding of Gop for a time from 
CnrisT; that, acknowledging our being alienated 
by nature in wicked works from Gop, and pleading 
CHRIsST's being thus forſaken for us, we might 
be ſweetly eſpouſed to Gop by CarisT in right- 
eouſneſs, and obtain and be intereſted in this pre- 
cious promiſe, © 17 will never leave thee, nor for- 
* ſake thee.” For we are moſt certainly indebted 
for this and every other promiſe of Gop's dwell- 
ing with us, or of our dwelling with him to this 
dereliction CHRIST ſuffered ; when, tho* he had 
borne all with a wondrous patience to this hour, 
and with ſuch exceeding evenneſs of mind, as to 
be indeed dumb before his fhearers ; tho' he com- 
Plained not of the barbarcus Fews, who had 
falſly accuſed him, nor of Pilate, who had con- 
demned him, nor of the ignorant ſolaiers, who 
had faſtened him to the croſs, he now on this 
far, exceedingly far ſeverer ſtroke cry'd out, but 
_ ſtill refignedly, My Gop, my Gop, why haft thou 
forſaken me? 

2. Let not therefore the Lord leave me, nor 
'ferſake me; but do thou, who waſt thus forſaken 
for me, 64 according to the multitude of thy 

„ mercies,“ take pity on me, who have ſo baſely 
and ſo frequently forſaken Gop and thee; acknow- 
ledge thine own ſpeech in thy paſſible fleſh, which 
{ humbly plead, crying ſo ſtrongly and loudly 
for me on the croſs, who ſo feebly call on thee 
for myſelf. For thy dereliction is my conſolation ; 
thy complaint my favour ; thy weakneſs my 
ſtrength; thy puniſhment my ſatisfaction for 
all my fins and offences. Thou art the celeſtial 
phyfician, who, worthy of our moſt affectionate 


compaſſion, didſt plunge chyſelf in forrows and 
pains 
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pains infupportable to us. And therefore with 
the weak thou becomeit weak; with thoſe who 
are refuſed, thou becomeſt refuſed; with thoſe 
who mourn, thou mourneſt; with the {inner thou 
art ſad z with the ſufferer of violence thou com- 
plaineſt; and crying for thy infirm members doſt 
deprecate and turn away wrath from them, that 
tho* caſt down, they may yet not be torlaken. 
But whence is this cry ? It is the voice of the 
nature that had a feeling of our infirmities, but 
not of murmur or deſpair. He receives the pu- 
niſnment, who Knew not the guilt of ſin. The 
molt innocent mind and body ſuffers the moſt 
grievous penalties, and becauſe of the preſence of 
the united divinity there was no diminution of 
any grief, but on the contrary, an increaſe of it; 
as thereby the ſenle of it was infiaicely piercing : 
but then there aroſe from it that wonderful 
ſtrength unto all long ſuffering with patience, 
that this dereliction might be endured, and the 
redemption of mankind might be completed. 
For tho' the perſonal union continued, ſo as to 
ſuſtain him in ſuffering, yet there was a ſuſpenſion 
of the exerciſe of the divine attributes for a time, 
in order to his {uffering. Which of the faithful 
then conſidering this {ad ſituation of their Lorp, 
will not condole with him? Who ſo hard-heart- 
ed as to feel no compunction within him at the 
voice of this cry, which the chaſtiſement of our 
peace brought forth him? Truly the very inſen- 
ſible elements ſhewed tremendous figns of com- 
paſſion. Therefore when the tun puts on black- 
neſs and the earth quakes, it would ſhew thee 
how thou ſhouldſt mourn, how thy heart ſhould 
be rent in the ſight of the Logxp. Mourn then 
alſo, O reaſonable man, and attend to the cry of 
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Jesvs, why he cries and what he ſays: behold 
in all his tribulation and ftraits the Loxp Jzsvs 
paſſed thro* them meek and patient, nor did any 
thing but ſweetneſs and graciouſneſs flow from his 
mouth. Even now when he ſaw, notwithſtand- 
ing he had cleanſed his heart and waſved his hands 
in innocency, that he was plagued all the day and 
chaſtened every morning; and notwithſtanding 
the wicked were corrupt and ſet their mouth againſt 
the heavens ; that they were in no trouble, had 
riches in poſſeſſion, were in power and flouriſhed like 
a green bay-tree ; and fulfilling the ſcripture ſaid, 
Why baſt thou forgotten me? Why go I thus 
_beavily while the enemy oppreſſeth me ? crying as 
for the knowledge of theſe ways of Gop; yet *tis 
with endurance of Gop's pleaſure ; *tis with a 
confidence that he would gaide him with his coun- 
fel, and afterwards receive him fo glory. He di- 
rects his ſpeech upwards to the Father, and names 
none but Gop ; he intimates his deſolation amidſt 
his obedient ſuffering at the hands of theſe wicked 
men in their proſperity, to be known unto him 
only ; and has recourſe e only to his counſel in the 
ſore vexation of his heart, to his right- hand to 

deliver him from all his troubles. 
Jesus therefore inſtructs thee how thou 
ſhouldſt imitate him, when thou halt for thy cor- 
rection a withdrawing of the light of Gop's coun- 
tenance from thee, and art under a cloud of hea- 
vineſs and in deſolation on thy croſs. It thou 
art troubled in body, or wearied and faint in 
mind; if thou art deſpiſed in the world, and haſt 
loſt the favour of man, becauſe thou followeſt 
the thing that is good, or for thy adherence to the 
goſpel of CHRIST; and art buried as it were in ob- 
Futity, or have thy reputation overcaſt with foul 
-Alander, and the ſunſhine of this world is not up- 
QI 
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on thee, be not vexed. If thou ſeeſt the wicked, 
who at any time oppreſs thee thus proſper, whilſt 
chou in the following of CHRIST art chaſtiſed, 
ſo as to make thee ** pricked at the heart,” and ſeek 
the reaſon of this, be not angry; leſt thou © be mo- 
ved to do evil; but have immediate recourſe to this 
ſolemn ſtation of Cur1sT : take this place for thy 
refreſhment, and with Jesvs, deſpiſed on the croſs 
by men, forſaken by the Father, and Jaid in dark- 
neſs, mingle this ſpeech with thy meditations, te- 
volving in thy mind the cry uttered from the 
croſs, My Gop, my Gop, why haſt thou forſaken 
me? Seek, when ignorant of the reaton of his diſ- 
penſations towards thee, .the wiſdom of his 
ſanctuary, then ſhalt thou underſtand and be 
guided by his counſel. Happy the man whole 
croſs, whoſe heavinels brings this ſeeking and cry- 
ing to Gop, and this inſtruction in the counſel of 
Gop, that by CHRIST's laying in darkneſs he 
may have light. Conſider at all times what 
darkneis and obſcurity CHRIS H lay in; how for- 
ſaken he was for thee; and then ſtudy in thy 
dereliction and weakneſs to ſhew thyſelf meek after 
his example: nor murmur it ſometime thou art ne- 
glected by thy ſervants, or rarely viſited by thy bre- 
thren ; neither deſpair, if, what is exceedingly pain- 
tu}, Gop hide his face from tage to ſtir thee up more 
fervently to ſeek him. Remember the baniſhed Jz- 
SUS on the croſs, and ceaſe to complain of a little 
inconveniency in life. With for a viſit from him, 
tho' he ſhall deſcend in a cloud. Seek his conſo- 
lation only, by which thou, who art deſolate, mayſt 
be comforted. Leave the fleeting comforts of 
this tranſitory world; let not the love of friends 
ſo employ thy attention, as to ſeparate thee from 

* the 
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the love of Gop, but love them only in the Log p. 
Deſire thy Saviour's countenance; ſeek not to 
ſaints nor angels, nor graven images, but for the 
grace of Gop in CnRIST Jesus. Lift thine 
eyes upwards to the crucified Redeemer : think 
on the holy wounds of CarisT ; implore the 
glorious Mediator ; pour out thy prayers fervent- 
ly to him; keep him ever in thy mind. Stand 
faſt in faith by him on the croſs, hearing him 
cry with a loud voice to the Father for thee, to 
give thy prayers and cries all the ſtrength of his 
interceſſion, that Gop may hearken to the voice 
of a man, and lift up the light of his countenance 
upon thee, till all thine enemies are put under 
thy feet. Wherefore, ſhutting out all earthy 
thoughts, raiſe thy mind upward to the heavenly 
country. Hold thee faſt by Gop for thy father, 
by Jesvs for thy brother, by the HoLy Guvsr 
for thy comforter. All the miniftring ſpirits, the 
angels of GoD miniſter unto thee allo by CHRIST, 
as an heir of ſalvation, and all the ſaints who 
ſuffer like afflictions in the world are thy relations. 
So thou art of a moſt noble and high deſcent, not 
according to fleſh, but in the liberty of the Spirit, 
and thro' the adoption of grace: and intrenched, 
as it were, within this moſt powerful ſuccour of 
the hoſt of the holy Trinity, lovingly confederate 
for thy protection, thou mayſt confidently wait 
for the awful vengeance of the elect at the laſt 
day, and hope for the perfecting graciouſneſs of 
thy moſt benevolent Saviour. 

4. I beſeech thee, O high and adorable Fa- 
ther of Jesvs CuRIST, my Lorp, regard the 
prayer of thy ſervant, which I, who have de- 
ſerved to lay in darkneſs, do this day moſt 

humbly 
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humbly preſent to thee, by the hands of thy 
beloved Son hanging on the croſs, forſaken 
for me. Grant me pardon for all the ſins which 
J have committed, nor withdraw from me the 
gift of thy heavenly grace. Prove me, O Loks, 
and try me as thou ſhalt ſee it to be profitable 
for me. But then, I beſeech thee to keep my 
ſoul, and, together with the temptation, to 
make ſuch an effectual proviſion for me, that 
I may be able to bear it, and to eſcape. What 
the crafty enemy of my foul has plotted for my 
deſtruction, do thou, in thy wonder-working 
providence, turn to be a ſalutary remedy for 
me, and make it work tor me an increaſe of 
grace, a more careful attention to thy pro- 
miſes in CHRIST, a greater confidence in thee, 
and a more ſtrong crying unto thee for thy 
help and comfort. Be thou ſo much the more 
powerfully and nearly preſent with me, by how 
much I am the more preſſed with tribulations, 
and have the leſs confidence in men. For thou 
continueſt a moſt faithful friend in the greateſt 
neceſſity. But if it ſhall be thy good pleaſure 
that I ſhould be more ſharply tried, and ſhould 
for a while be deprived of all conſolation, even 
when the time of my departure draweth near ; 
then vouchſafe unto me for his ſake who lay 
in darkneſs and was. for/aken for me, patient - 
ly to endure, to be ſtrong in the faith and con- 
fidently to caſt my whole burden upon thee, 
who careſt for me; and alſo in the inward re- 
ceſſes of my heart to remember this moſt de- 
folate hour of thy moit dear and acceptable 
Son, Jesvs, who, when ſtripped of all friends, 
was, even in his extremities, mindful of thee 
alone; that crying to thee, as thirſting for 
TS; | thee, 
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thee, 1 may be heard of thee. and depart in thy 
peace, for his righteouſneſs ſake. Amen. 


CH AP. XXVIIL 
Of the thirf of Jesus, and of his bitter cup. 
bd | Bleſs and thank thee, O Lorp Jesus ChRIST, 


thou never failing fountain of living water 
and ſpring of ſaving wiſdom, for thy vehement 
thirſt on the croſs; when thy ſacred and moſt 
precious blood being ſhed, and al} the natural 
Juices, thro' the exceſſive torments of thy body 
were drench'd out, thou indeed, with violent dry- 
neſs and bodily thirft, but yet with more burn- 
ing deſire thirſting for our ſalvation, who 
wanted indeed a drop of water to quench the 
heat of the fire of fin, and the evil of fin in us, 
didſt, as a poor beggar, intreating, ſay, I 
« thirſt.” But (marvellous to report to the ear) 
there was wanting one who might grant this 
ſmall petition to the tountain of their. life, and 
thus ſuccour thee ; one who at leaſt might reach 
forth to thee, the maker of all waters, that 
holdeſt the ſea in the hollow of thy hand, a 
cup of cold water. For ſome of theſe, who 
ſtood round about thee, hearing this, did not 
take any pity on thee, but were rather made 
by it the more cruel, For to complete the 
deadly poiſon of their malicious breaſt, they 
immediately filled a ſponge with vinegar mixed 
with gall, and miniſtered to thee that moſt bit- 
ter cup, which it had been unſuitable enough 
to have given to the dogs to ſwallow. I praiſe 
and honour thee for thy moſt kind endurance 
| in 
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in accepting and taſting the _ ſharp po- 
tion, which thou didſt, in a way pay ment, 
for the expiation of the unlawful delecta- 
tion of our firſt parents; that as the taſting of 
the forbidden fruit was the cauſe of death, fo 
the taſte of thy moſt bitter potion might be- 
come unto us a medicine unto falvation. — O aſ- 
toniſhing ſcene! that he who ſendeth the fprings 
into the rivers, ſhould thus have his moiſture 
dried up, like” a drought in ſummer, and that, 
under the fre of divine juſtice /ent into his bones, 
he ſhould thus be burnt up as it were a fire-bran, 
and be as a dry land where no wwater is, and his 
mouth be parched with a hir/ſ?, that expreſſed 
his ſtronger zhirſ# after the Lorp, who had 
for a while forſaken and left him in darkneſs. 
It was now indeed theſe ſcriptures were fulfilled, 
Like as the hart panteth after the water-brooks, 
fo panteth my ſoul after thee, O GOD. IT firetch 
forth my hands unto thee as a thirſly land, &c. 
My foul thirſteth for thee, my fleſh alſo longeth af- 
ter thee in a barren and dry land. Thus have 
1 looked for thee in holineſs, that I might behold 
thy power and glory. For the knowledge and 
experience of the river of pleaſures, in the fa- 
vour and fellowſhip of Gop produced this thirſt 
in him, making him the poor and needy, whoſe 
tongue faileth for thirſt, that the promiſes might 
be accompliſhed in him, and waters run again 
in our deſert, forſaken nature. But thou wouldſt 
ſuffer this, and for us be a deſert, rather than 
we ſhould be without the fountain of purifi- 
cation and the rivers of living waters in the ary 
Places of our hearts, by our union, thro? faith, 
with thee; nor ever come into that Rare, 
where the captives in vain aſk for a drop of 
Waaler 


F 5 
water to cool their tongue. Theſe thou longedſt 
for, and theſe, immenſe love ! thou wouldſt want, 
that I might be filled, Nor could the Few 
have allayed this thirſt. But, alas, for our de- 
merits ! all refreſhing water was denied thee 
upon whom “ wrath was to“ come to the utter. 


e moſt for us.” But woe unto thee, thou im- 
pious Jew! O people of ſtiff- neck and moſt 
grievous iniquity! by what means are you 
transformed to be ſo cruelly wicked, as to releaſe 
Barabbas and crucif, CnrisT? by what means 
changed to be ſo extravagantly mad, as to 
offer vinegar to him that aſked drink of thee ? 
Offer that to the chief of the prieſts, or to the 
leader of thy people, and try whether he will 
conſent to drink it? What hath ChAISsTH done 
to thee, or wherein hath Js of Nazareth 
wearied thee? anſwer I beſeech thee; Did not 
this Gop rain manna upon thee from heaven, 
and bring forth water for thee out of the moſt 
hard rock, that thou mighteſt eat and drink 
thy fill? And behold, for fweet nanna thou 
ſetteſt before him myrrh'd wine; and for the 
many _ rivers of waters thou doſt not reach 
forth with thine hand even one drop of water 
to the moſt thirſty CHRIST. Truly if CarrsT 
had been willing, he could have ſpoken falt- 
neſs into all your waters, and made heaven braſs 
over you, and your carth iron; ſo that the land 
ſhould not have yielded her increaſe ; and thou, 
thro* a failing of bread and water, ſhouldſt have 
periſhed, even with | exceeding ſevere drought 
for the denied mercy. If alſo he had been wil- 
ling to have a ſweet potion, there is no doubt 
but the holy angels would readily and ſwittly 
have miniſtered to him of the ſalutary dew of 
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heaven, ſweeter than all drink; as they mi- 
niſtered food to him after the thrice repeated 
temptation of the adverſary in the wilderneſs. 
But he, content, like Gideon's fleece of old, to 
want the dew, that it might lay on the ground 
of our hearts, would neither avenge himſelf, 
nor exhibit any token of his power : on the con- 
trary, he ſhewed forth a miracle of patience 
and Jong-ſuffering, that he might complete 
our redemption, and build up all the partakers 
of his poverty and affliftion in the faith. Do 
thou therefore, the diſciple of Jzsus, fear to 
commit the fins which brought ſuch heavineſs 
and dereliction from Gop ; but when thou haſt 
offended, be content with the oſcureſt circum- 
ſtances, even with the hiding of Gop's face 
from thee for a time, with that abſence of pre- 
ſent conſolation, which worketh in thy ſoul a 
longing for Gop, and maketh thee alſo cry out, 
I thirſt, thirſt for thee, the living Gop. Sut- 
fer it patiently, if then thou haſt alſo ſevere deal- 
ings from men, and if even deſirable ſupport is 
denied thee for the nouriſhment of thy life. Ap- 
prehend by faith out of the cup of this acid 
mixture, a remedy againſt the voraciouſneſs 
of appetite. For, if thou deſireſt to feaſt with 
CHRIST, in the kingdom of the Father, let 
not thy heart fret to want delicate meats, or 
the cups of precious wine, or foft beds, or 
ſplendid raiment. For to / affe& theſe is very 
contrary to the moſt bitter paſſion of Jesvs. 
Receive with thankfulneſs the good things of 
Gop, which thou enjoyeſt thro' CHRIST's 
 wwnting them for thee; but be not diffolved 
in carnal delights, but reſtrain the motions of 
concupiſcence, overcome them with ſobriety. 
| But 
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But if thou haſt exceeded the due bounds, either 
by eating immoderately or delicate living, ſeek 
mercy of Gop, thro' him who taſted the bit- 
ternels of death, that thou mighteſt not drink 
of the cup of the wrath of Gop due to thy fins : 
reduce thyſelf again with daily labours and 
nightly watchings, often calling to mind, with 
grief, the bitter cup of ChRIST, and diſpo- 
led, after his exampie, not to refuſe to taſte 
of ſuffering, or to drink of the cup of morti- 
fication, or practiſe abſtinence, that thou may- 
eſt have to give relief to thy needy brethren. 

3. O Jzsvs, thou heavenly manna and moſt 
ſweet bread of life, which whoſoever eateth 
ſhall live for ever; who hadſt a potion of gal 
and vinegar, miniſtered to thee, when thou 
didſt thirſt vehemently on the croſs, neither 
couldſt have a little water to refreſh thee, ac- 
cording to the ſcriptures, ſaying, they gave me 
alſo gall for my meat, and in my thirſt they gave 
me vinegar to drink; make me feelingly to 
remember this thy moſt bitter potion, as eſpe- 
cially at thy table, ſo alſo at the time of my 
daily repaſt, that I may not pour out my heart 
greedily after bodily ſuſtenance, but may at- 
tentively meditate on the words of thy mouth, 
or have my ſpeech and converlation ſeaſoned 
with the ſalt of thy grace. May I then learn 
in thy fear to take only what things are ne- 
cellary and convenient for my food, not 
as one that maketh proviſion for the fleſh, to ful- 
fil the luſts thereof ; and devoutly to return thee 
thanks for the benefits conferred on me thro' 
this thy paſſion. Nor let me be diflatisfied 
with moderate or mean diet; rather may I count 


_ myſelf unworthy to be fed with the alms of the 
poor, 
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poor, even the crumbs of thy children; and 
tear to be ſupported by the labouts of others, 
or to be flothful in buſineſs, leſt I ſhould not 
have to give to him that needeth. Grant me not 
to be ſollicitous about the meat which periſh- 
es, but to hunger and labour after the meat 
which periſbeth not, but endureth unto everlaſting 
life. Let me not be found a root of bitterneſs, 
or dealing out ſharp treatment to thee in thy 
church and members; but patiently to abide, 
tho* I ſuffer this with them in the world. Give 
me to thirſt for thee, the fountain of living wa- 
ters and after thy righteouſneſs, under thy fa- 
therly chaſtiſements; make them all contri- 
bute to increaſe it, that I may be the more abun- 
dantly ſatisfied with thy pleaſures ; and let thy 
ſtrong tbirſt ſupply all the wants of holy de- 
fire in me. Vouchſafe me from the banquet of thy 
heavenly table a crumbof the living bread, together 
with ſome little draught of thy inward favour 
and after any hiding of thy face and my crying ta 
thee out of my heavineſs, eſpecially at the ap- 
proach of death, experimentally to taſte how 
ſweet, O Lox, thy Spirit is, which is pour- 
ed out of thy unmerited bounty on the chil- 
dren of grace; that ſaying with thee, I thirft, 
I may thro' thee be filled with the Spirit unto life 
everlaſting, in that kingdom where they h hun- 
ger no more, neither thirſt any more : where thou, the 
great ſhepherd, leadeſt thy people unto living foun- 
5 of water, by having been thus athirft for 
them, 
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CH AP. XXIX. 


Of the word of conſummarion, put forth from 
the mouth of IxEsus. 


1.T Bleſs and thank thee, OLoRD JESUS CHRIST, 

who art Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and end of all things, the irt and the oft, 
thou declarer of the end from the beginning, and 
from ancient times the things that were not yet done, 
thou revealer of ſecrets, thou maker of the pro- 
miſes, thou giver of the law and the inſpirer 
of the prophets, and rhe fulfiller of both, for thy 
moſt perfect accompliſhment of the Father's 
will, and of all tne myſtery of his purpoſe decla- 
red in this brief and acceptable ſpeech, which, 
to teach us how quickly troubles ceaſe when 
they have brought us to zhirft after Gor, thou 
didſt, immediately after the receiving of the 
vinegar, with great truth and juſtice deliver, on 
the cloſe of thy life, ſaying, it is finiſhed: 
as if thou ſhouldſt have openly proclaimed, 
Nov is fulfilled whatſoever the Holy Trinity in 
« the covenant and council of grace fore-or- 
« dained concerning me, whatſoever the hea- 
« vens were made to cypher out and declare, 
de and the old law predicted of me at ſundry 
« times and in divers manners; whatſoever the 
* promiſes ſpoke, the perſons acted or rehearſed, 
« and the ſacrifical rites and the holy ceremonial 
ce worſhip pointed out. Now are truly ac- 
% compliſhed all the oracles of the holy pro- 
<« phets, and the long-wiſh'd for deſires of the 
« ancient fathers, and of all the nations, how- 
„ ever ill they have expreſſed them. Now 
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et all mankindis completely executed. Whatſoevet 
&« is in the holy ſcripture promiſed and prefigured 
« from heaven, or repreſented in the natural 
« world to the ſenſe, is all, as it ought and be- 
« hoved it to be, with reſpect to the perſon and 
the moſt minute circumſtance, and the moſt exact 
c time or place, publicly done and moſt publicly 
« terminated by a happy and ſalutary end. And 
ee the few things that remain ſhall alſo infallibly be 
« accomplithed in their time, as the certain conſe- 
« quences of this perfect /atisfaZion I have now 
performed. I have fulfilled the command- 
« ment of my Father, who ſent me into the 
& world. I am the man who hath ſeen affliion 
&« by the rod of his wrath. I have finiſhed the work 
& which he gave me to do. 

—2. © I have already before this wrought heal- 
* ings, clearly ſhewed forth ſigns of my divini- 
* ty, and as the Father has taught me, ſo have J 
« preached in the world. Nor have I witheld 
te any ſalutary doctrine from your ears. I have 
now ſojourned thirty-three years and more in 
* the earth, ſweetly converſing with men, fre- 
e quently fatigued, grievouſly reviled, betrayed 
« by a diſciple, forſaken by friends, taken by 
* enemies, ſcourged by officers, condemned b 
* judges, mocked by the chief prieſts, and here 
* innocently hanged on the croſs, involved in 
* darkneſs, forſaken of Gop for you. Then 7s it 
* nothing to you, all ye that paſs by ? behold and 
* conſider whether any ſorrow is like unto my ſor- 
« row, wherewith the Loxp has affiified me in 
&« the day of. his fierce anger. What more ought 
I to do, that I have not done for my vineyard ? 
What more is there to be ſuffered of or done 


* to God or man, that I have not endured and 
R 2 « done t 
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done ? If I have wrought or ſuſtained any 
thing leſs than infinite juſtice can demand, for 
the diſcharge of thoſe for whom I am ſurety, 
do now readily tender it, and by my death, 
whoſe ſnares are now around me, I moſt wil- 
lingly pay every debt to the uttermoſt far- 


thing, and ſlay the body of fin, tho' I die my- 


ſelf. Therefore to day I am to be perfected, 
nor do I ſuffer the time of my preſent ſuffer- 
ing life to be any longer prolonged ; the fulleſt 

execution of the ſentence of the law to be any 


longer delayed. But I now lovingly lay down 


my life, which no man can elſe take from me, 
for my ſheep : and the death of the fleſh, which 
I have not deſerved for any fault or offence of 
mine, I, the laſt Adam, do now for the debts 
of ſinners, and for their fns, borne now on my 
body on the tree, voluntarily undergo this very 
hour, even the death, which the fr/# man by the 
taſte of the forbidden fruit of the tree did in- 
cur. For I now die to myſelf : and theſe 
things which concern me have now an end, 
Now 1 have not many words to ſpeak in the 
world, becauſe I ſtay not long here, but dying 
thus once to ſin, I haſten to the Father. Now 
all labours have their end, all forrow and ſigh- 
ing is done away, the battle ceaſes, tho? it be 
as with garments rolled in blocd, fo with burn- 
ing and fuel of fire : there is no farther trouble 


- awaiting me: fin works againſt me to the 


condemnation of ſin in my fleſh, and death it- 
ſelf, that now caſts down this earthy houſe, dies 
together with me. There remains no more to 
be done, but that, having given ſatisfaction 
by thus dying a ſacrifice for ſin, and been obe- 


dient to death now binding me, I ſhould com- 
* mend 
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« mend my /pirit to the Father, reſigning my 
« body to the ground until the third day; which 
« know indeed merciful men, not forgetful of 
« the friendſhip to which I have before admitted 
« them, will take away with them to bury 
« in a ſepulchre. Therefore for a loud demonſtra- 
« tion of all legal juſtice being effectually accom- 
« pliſhed, and all righteouſneſs being fulfilled, 
„ ſo as to want not the leaſt addition from me, 
« much leſs from the hands of any creature to 
perfect it, and for the eſtabliſhing of faith in the 
« remiſſion of ſins through me, and of the in- 
« ſtitution of the new and perfect law of liberty; 
« I, who have trodden the wine-preſs alone, do 
before all that hear me, openly publiſh and 
« ſpeak theſe concluding and ſummary words, IT 18 
« FINISHED, tranſgreſſion finiſhed, ſatisfaction 
« to the law, righteouſneſs for men, atonement 
for ſinners, peace with Gop; the foundation 
« for faith; the deſtruction of fin and death; 
the purchaſe of reſurrection and life; the 
© moſt wonderful ſyſtem of redemption.” 

3. O Lonp Jesvs CHRIS, thou moſt illuf- 
triouſly perfected and devout maſter, thou finiſn- 
er of the faith, as thou ſayeſt and witneſſeth, ſo 
in truth it is, and there is nothing reprehenſible 
in thy ſpeech. Becauſe thou, who had before 
proved all which thou hadſt ſpoken by holy works, 
and hadſt ſhewed thy deeds by prophetic words, 
doſt here declare the end, not merely near, but 
preſent, nay, paſt with thee, in thy ſubmiſſion to 
death. So that now the offering was made, For 
this is the time that thou ſhouldſt reſt from all the 
werk which thou haſt wrought in the earth. Thou, 
O Lox, didſt in the beginning create all things 
with the Father ; and now with the co-operation 
R 3 of 
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of the Father thou haſt created all things anew, 
Thou, who didſt form man out of the duſt of 
the ground, didſt now redeem man with thy 
blood, ſaying in this fx:b ſpeech on the crols, 
which is productive of joy to us, even amidlt 
our deepeſt contrition, It is finiſhed. The eye of 
faith ſees thee, thou faithſul high-prieft, O Lonn 
Jesus, now returning to thy Father in the hea- 
vens, becaule thou haſt finiſhed the great work of 
grace on earth. It ſees thee now the ark of the 
Lok p's ſtrength, going before thy poor ſervants 
thro* this Jordan of trouble, to prepare a way, 4 
new and living way,tor them to tollow thee, to open 
the gate of the kingdom of heaven to all believ- 
ers, which the profaneneſs and lin of our t pa- 
rent had a long time ſhut againſt us. It ſees thee 
going to viſit the holy fathers in paradiſe, and to 
bleſs them with the conſolations of thy manitelt 
preſence :. and it hears the ſoul which then wait- 
ed for the kingdom of Gop lay, when thou ſhalt 
be placed in the ſupreme manſions of heaven 
with thy angels, high ſeated, far above all prin- 
cipality and power and might and dominion, then 
remember me in thy kingdom, to deliver me from 
this earthy priſon of the fleſh, from this my pe- 
rilous ſtate, from this tranſitory and miſerable 
world.“ 

4. Take comfort then, thou proſeſſor of 
Cnr1sT's faith, in this aſſurance of thy Loxp, 
that the work of thy redemption was fin;/bed now 
on the croſs, and not left for thee to finiſh by 
any, even the leaſt work or ſuffering of thine, no 
not by thy graces ; rejoice in, this declaration, 
that now the payment due to Gob for thy debt 
was finiſhed, and not left to be completed by 
thy alms, as any part of the ranſom of thy foul ; 
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and break forth into hymns of praiſe at the report 
that the ſuffering for thy ſin is now perfected, that 
thou mighteſt eſcape : and whilſt thou heareſt 
him from the croſs proclaim amidſt the darkneſs, 
It is finthed, let thy ſoul ſay, Log, I believe; 
belp mine unbelief, that thro' this perfe & righteoul- 
neſs thou mayit be ligt in him, and that grace 
may reign in thee. Strive too in prayer with 
Gop, that thou mayſt imitate CuRIST in this 
ſpeech. Do thou alſo, thou follower of CHRIST, 
ceaſe not to labour whilſt i is called to day, whilſt 
thou haſt time and ſtrength. The work of the 
new creation has its days, as well as that of the 
old, to be finiſhed in ; the building up of our 
ſouls unto Gop, like the building of Solomon's, 
has its time for the finiſhing. Thou comeſt not 
to a ripe age and maturity at once, nor canſt thou 
lay, it is Aniſped, tho' thou haſt begun. But to 
finiſh well is the object of the Chriſtian ; go on 
then unto perfection in love, and ſeek to complete 
what thou haſt begun, that when the eve of thy 
life approaches, thou mayſt be able in his might 
to ſay with the molt friendly Je$vs, © 17 is fniſb- 
„, even the work CHRIST gave thee 
to do, Wherefore hold faſt the faith in purity, 
walk in the paths of truth and virtue; follow 
after righteouſneſs; ſtrive againſt fin even unto 
death, that thou mayſt lay hold on eternal life, 
and mayſt be able, with the apoſtle Paul, to ſay, 
I have fought a good fight, 1 have finiſhed my courſe, 
T have kept the faith. Shouldſt thou be in a night 
of heavineſs even till near thy departure, then re- 
member that Cyr1sT was ſo, and reach forward 
to victory, even to be able to take up a like 
ſpeech in truth. Thou wilt but have ſmall 
labour, thou wilt but after all ſuffer a little while 
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in offering up thyſelf to Gon by CHRIST, tho! 
thou art in the ſharpeſt agonies. Thine hour 
will ſwiftly come; chat hour being perfected, 
thou thence-forward looking for the crown mayeſt 
ſay, my few and evil days are ended, my ſhort 
life is completed, and I bave finiſhed my courſe. 
O thou moſt bright and moſt perfect exemplar 
of all virtues, in whom we ſtand complete, thou 
gracious author and finiſher of every grace in us, 
and thou exceeding great reward of good works, 
Jzsvs CHRIST, the ruler of heaven and earth, 
mercitully create and eſtabliſh in me the faith of 
my being perfected in this thy rightcouſneſs and 
obedience unto death far me: graciouſly direct 
all my actions after thy good pleaſure, and puri- 
fy and © cleanſe the thoughts of my heart by the 
% inſpiration of thy holy Spirit“. Teach me 
humbly to begin, diligently to perſevere and hap- 

ily to finiſh in thee. Grant me not to grow 
Ae before the time appointed of the Fa- 
ther, but to labour day and night in the vineyard 
of thy holy religion for the' penny in everlaſting 
life, even if it be to bear the burden of the day, 
and to ſweat in the ſchool of celeſtial exerciſes to 
the croſs of my Juſts, whatever heavineſs and 
obſcurity I ſhall be placed in, even to the giving 
up of the. ghoſt. Until at the laſt, thro* thy 
favour, after many ſtruggles and long labours, 
which are few and ſhort in compariſon of thine 
for me, I may, tho” I have in a night of heavineſs 
complained to my Gop and cried out to him, be 
able gladly alſo to ſay with thee in my laſt hour, 
It is finiſhed”, the work of faith is fulfilled 
with power. Make me to remember, good 
Jesus, that, according to thy free promite, I 
Mall enjoy in thee a reward for my labour of love, 
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reſt for my fatigue, joy for the ſorrow, a crown 
for the fight, glory for the ſhame, bleſſedneſs 
for the miſery which I for thy ſake and in 
the following of thee endure in the world. For 
thou haſt been and art the great cauſe of all 
my works in this place of my pilgrimage. Be 
thou my exceeding great reward in the kingdom 
of heaven, that as perfected in thee, and perfecting 
holineſs by thee, I may be made perfect with thee. 
Becauſe I long to have thee for the reward of my 
labours, who art the beginning of them, and the 
ſupreme beatitude and glory of all thy ſaints. 


. * [4 * 


CHAP. XXX. 
Of the ſacred death and expiring of Jesus, and of 
his laſt ſpeech on the croſs. 


1. J Bleſs and thank thee, O Lord IESsus CHRIST, 
I thou faithful high-prieft, who didſt according 
to that which was in the Father's heart, thou life 
of the living, thou hope of the dying, and the 
ſalvation of all that wait on thee, for thy remo- 
val for a time from this world, in order that 
we might be eſtabliſhed in grace; for thy happy 
return to the Father thro* the excruciating pangs 
of a moſt dreadful death, and for the remarkable 
martyrdom of the croſs. I praiſe and glorify 
thee for ſubmitting, after the Fni/hing ſurrender of 
thyſelf to death, to put on his pale viſage, and for 
thy bleſſed agony in thy laſt moments; for the 
failure of thy ſtrength and the penal breaking of 
thy loving and only eie contrite heart: 
whilſt thou, the quickener of all ſpirits, waſt 
not afraid to undergo the ſad judgment of death, 
2 preſenting 


L 
preſenting to Gop, what he deſpiſes not, and 
what the legal ſacrifices denoted, a broken and con- 
rite heart, broken for our offences, that thou 
mighteſt open a way for us to the favour of 
Gop, and ro the kingdom of heaven, I praiſe 
and glorify thee, as for thy ſtrong cry on the croſs, 
which far beyond the might and manner of men 
thou didſt ſend up on high, and for the ſad divorce 
and bitter ſeparation of thy molt noble ſoul from 
thy moſt loving body, ſo tor the moſt devout 
commendation of thy Spirit into the hands of 
the Father; for the humble bowing of thy ſacred 
and thorn-crowned head, towards thy honourable 
breaſt in token of thy lowly ſubjection and lia! 
obedience, perſeveringly completed; for the lovin 

ſurrender of thy moſt holy life for the ſalvation 
of the world; and for thy /cventh and laſt ſpeech 
delivered in this mortal life: when thou didſt break 
forth into theſe words of pious addreſs, and didſt 
commend thyſelf to Gop by thy offering for fin, 
reciting this moſt devour little portion of the 
Pſalms, Fatber, into thy hands 1 commend my Spirit. 
After which affectionate ſpeech thou didſt imme- 
diately give up the ghboſt, and didſt terminate thy + 
- pilgrimage on earth in a ſweet ſleep ; and in thy 
perſon ſhew forth theſe amazing truths, the myſ- 
tery of myſteries, Gop laying down his life, 
immortality in death, omnipotent liberty 1n its 
bonds: to unite men to Gop, ro give our death 
life, to make our captivity free. For how diffe- 
rently ſounds this ſpeech from that in which thou 
crieſt, My Gon, my Gon, why haſt thou forſaken 
me ? How differently was thy heart now attun- 
ed ! For theſe words are words of peace, as well 
as of reſignation, Thou ſaweſt now in thy * 
' eng 
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the ſatisfaction complete; thou kneweſt the pro- 
miſes made upon it of thy acceptance as the 
Son, and of ours in thee; and having peace and joy 
in the Holy Ghoſt, according to thy prophetic 
ſaying, Iwill lay myſelf down in peace, thou didit 
commend thyſelf, bruiſed as thou waſt for our ſin, to 
the Father and us in thee; and then to procure 
us breath and the gift of the Spirit, didſt give up 
the ghoſt. Thou biddeſt us mark the perfect and 
behold the upright, telling us, that e end of that 
man is peace; and we lee this verified in thee, who 
hath the Urim and Thummim light, and per- 
fections in thee, when ten thouſands had ſet them- 
ſelves againſt thee round about. | 
2. O how exceedingly precious and victorious 
was this death of the fir/ſt-born, and of our paſſover, 
of the High prieſt, of the ſin- offering, which killed 
our death, made the deſtroyer paſs over our earthy 
houſes, and reſtored to us, who have, /ike the man- 
layer, fled to the refuge ſet before us in him, 
eternal life and liberty ; and taken away the fins 
of the world into the land, where all things are for- 
gotten ! Let therefore thy death, O CHRIST, 
remain always fixed in my memory. May I in 
thine ordinance h it forth to Gob, as the great 
ſatisfaction for my numberleſs ſins, commending 
myſelf to Gop in thy name, and thro' thy only 
meritorious oblation. May I be allo mindful of 
my own death in thy bleſſed death, leſt I ſhould 
be at any time unprepared for it, or cowardly 
deſpair of thy goodneſs, when the uncertain end 
of my lite ſhall come upon me. For this is the 
| bour which thou always hadſt in mind from the 
very beginning; to which thou didſt haſten, as a 
traveller to his country and home, and as a wile 
work-man to his purpoſed end. Thy going forth 
was 
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was from the higheſt heaven into this low world, 
from the world even to the grave, and from 
hence thou didſt again re-aſcend to the high 
throne of heaven. Grieve now vehemently, my 
ſoul, for this molt bitter death of thy molt loving 
Lond Gop, of this moſt merciful preſerver of 
ſouls by a truly great deliverance, in the time of 
a famine of grace; who to become ſuch was thus 
Burt, and into whoſe ſoul the iron entered for thee. 
*Tis this grief Iſrael's ſolemn weeping, with the 
Egyptians great and very fore lamentation for the 
death of his typical fore- runner Jacob, would call 
forth in thee. Tis this the public weeping and 
mourning tor Aaron and Moſes, his types, on their 
deaths in the mount, would provoke ; and this which 
David's lamentation for Saul and Jonathan fallen in 
the mount, and that ſorrowful one of Jeremiab's for 
Feruſalem's fall would excite. For canſt thou conſi- 
der how Jzsus died, who returned not without ſlay- 
ing of the enmity, how . the ſhield of the mighty one 
js vilely caſt away,” who clothed thee with de- 
lights, as though he had not been the CHR1sT; and 
recollect what great miracles happened on his de- 
rture, and not mourning and weeping — 
cally ſay, in the fulleſt application of the words? 
"How is the beauty of Iſrael flain upon the bigh places, 
bow are the mighty fallen. I am diſtreſſed for thee, 
very pleaſant haſt thou been to me, thy love has 
been wonderful to me.—How are the mighty fallen, 
and the weapons of war periſhed. See how the 
Lorp hath covered him with a cloud in his anger, 
and caſt down from heaven unto the earth, the 
beauty of Iſrael, cut off its horn, and deſpiſed in 
the indignation of his anger, the king and the prieſt, 
and abborred and caſt off this altar, this ſanftuary : 
mw the breath of our + the CHRIST 1. the 
ORD 
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LorD is taken in their pits. See how the righteous 
dies, as one without ſtrength before the purſuer, 
and no man lays it to heart; none reflects in him- 
ſelf what and how great he was, except ſome 
of his kindred and acquaintance, who ſtood weep- 
ing by the croſs. Theſe indeed attend to his 
agony, hear him expire with a cry ; like to which, 
there was none before, nor will be, though we 
take in to the account the cry in Egypt, No 
wonder then, perceiving theſe things, that they 
grievouſly wept, that his mother ſhould grow 
pale, and her foul fail in her at the ſight of IEsus 
crucified and dead. Therefore do thou alſo with 
Mary and theſe mourners draw near the crofs and 
ſorrowfully meditate on the death of Jesus. Be- 
hold the innocent Je$vs dies for thee, who with- 
out this muſt have died eternally in thy ſins; and 
is baniſhed naked our of the world ; nor is any one 
to be found ſo miſerable. None is ſo beloved of 
Gop, none ever more deſpiſed of men than Jzsvs 
of Nazareth crucified by the Fews. Lo! what 
recompence the world returns him for all his 
glorious works and miracles. He, who came to 
give them life is hunted to death, as the vileſt of 
robbers ; he dies as the pooreſt of all men. For 
Jzsvs, to purchaſe us the bleſſings of this life, 
as well as to make us patient in the want of them, 
dies not on a bed of down, but on the rough 
wood of the croſs ; not in a houſe, nor under a 
roof, but in the open field, in a ſtinking and de- 
ſpiſed place; not in a ſecret chamber, but on a 
public ſcaffold ; not in the midſt of his diſciples, 
but between two thieves ; not in the arms of his 
dear mother, but between the arms of the crots, 

3. For when we view him on his croſs, what an 
unexampled burden of ſorrow ſee we laid on him! 
enough 
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enough to make us content with our greateſt 
diſtreſs, that is comfort in compariſon of this 
grief, He had not under him ſo much as a bed 
of ſtraw, nor any covering upon him, no pillow 
for his head, but a crown of ſharp thorns in its 
ſtead ; no ſhoes on his vet, nor gloves on his 
hands, but inſtead of theſe had iron nails piercing 
the fleſh and the bones: no ſervant in his neceſſi- 
ty, but even an impious robber for a neigbbour, 
loading him with heavy and cauſeleſs reproaches ; 
no comforter nigh him, his kinſmen and friends 
ſtanding aloof from his ſore ; not power to move 
a hand or foot, neither to turn from one fade 
to the other, to give the leaſt reliet to the pains of 
his body. He ſtands firmly fixed, moſt cruelly 
ſtretched out, grievouſly tortured and ſtraitened 
on every ſide, with panting heart, with eyes, whoſe 
ſight failed him, with furrowed back and 
ſhoulders full of corrupt wounds, with buffer- 
ed cheeks, with throat dry with his crying, with- 
out regard, without help, without ſolace, as 
dead at the heart, low laid in darkneſs. His 
tongue only is left at liberty to ſpeak with, that 
he might pray for his enemies, and might deliver 
to us from the pulpit of the croſs ſeven molt ſalu- 
tary ſpeeches, But neither did his tengue want 
affliction; becauſe it cleaved to the roof of his 
mouth; and when he thirſted was diſguſted with 
all and vinegar. Wherefore Jzsus, from the 
ſole of the foot to the crown of his head is wholly 
ſunk in the deep waters of ſufferings, where no 
ground is; and at the nintb hour crying out with 
a loud voice, commending his ſpirit to the Fa- 
ther, yields up the ghoſt, 
4. O what and how great is he, who thus 


crying out expires ; at whole departure the hea- 
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vens mourn and earth ſhakes ; before whoſe face 
death quitting his ſpoil flees away ; at whoſe 
voice the dead riſe ; at whoſe ſight the braſs gates 
of death are broken, and their iron bars cut in 
ſunder; whoſe preſence the devils could not en- 
dure the terrors cf ; whoſe mighty power none 
can reſiſt; whom they who are beneath tremble 
at, they above adore ; whom angels ſerve, arch- 
angels obey ; with whoſe brightneſs the manſion 
of the ſprrits of the juſt is delighted, and many 
of the ſaints are made glad, their chains looſed, 
the grave's captives ſet free in the power of 
his reſurrection! Truly, fay the centurion and 
they that were with him in the greatneſs of their 
fear, his was the Son of Gop. For theſe happy 
watchers of JEsus, ſtanding examples of the effects 
of looking after him, ſeeing that ſo crying 
he expired and he earth qnake and thoſe things 
that were done, perceived the inviſible Gop 
dwelling in the human nature and preſently con- 
feſs him, whom the reviling Jews derided on the 
croſs, to be the Son of Gop. O exceedingly 
hardened Jews, whom neither the puniſhment 
of the ſufferer, nor the unuſual prodigies, at- 
tending the dying Jrsus convert! Yet hear, ye 
deaf, and ſee, ye blind, who requeſt a //gn to be 
ſhewed you from heaven, Beho!d figns are 
wrought in heaven above and on earth beneath, 
whilſt the greateſt /fgn, to which the ſalutary 
ſign of the ſerpent's being lift up in the wilder- 
neſs, and Jonab's being caſt into the ſea and fiſh's 
belly three days, to allay the form, and all the other 
ligns tend to lead you, and which brought even 
wearineſs to the Lok b, is given you in this mira- 


culouſly conceived and wonderfully expiring per- 
ton. 
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ſon: The elements of the world miniſter to 
CuRIST, and all things put on ſorrow at the hour 
of his departure; but ye wretched perſons, for 
whom he undertakes all this, laugh him to ſcorn. 
For the ſun waxes dark at noon-day, unwillin 
to behold his death. The earth trembles for fear, 
not willing quietly to ſuffer the wrong 
done the Gop ; the rocks are powetfully rent and 
with loud cracks condole their Creator. The 
weil of the temple is rent, that the old veil being 


rent and the partition-wall being broken down in 


the body of CHRIST, ſtriped and broken for us, 
the ſacred myſteries of Gop in CHR Is might be 
laid open. For he himſelf is the true ſacrifice 
that taketh away the fins of the world. This is 
the immaculate Lamb of Gop offered at the paſ- 
chal ſeaſon on the croſs, more ſuperior to the 


paſſovers of Hezekiah and Jaſiab, than they were to 


all that went before them. He himſelf is the true 
high-prieſt conſecrated by Gop, who offered him- 
ſelf a ſacrifice to the Father for a /wee!-/melling 
ſavour. This is the High- prieſt with whom is the 
covenant of life and peace, who once in his bright 
courſe entered alone into the true holy of holes, 
with what the Zypic blood of old denoted, even 
with bis cwn blood and the ſweet incenſe of his me- 
rits, that he ſhould make an atonement and inter- 
ceſſion, not only for the people of the eus, but 


for the ſalvation of all the nations that ſhould be- 


lieve in him and be proſelytes to his faith. For 
this the Gop-man truly did by dying once for 
mankind in the end of the world, and obtained 
the bleſſing for us by this obedience, propheti- 
cally ſet forth in the bleſſing of Abraham ; by 
myſelf have I fworn, ſaith the Lox, for wy 

ihou 
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thou haſt done Tas thing, in bleſſing I will bleſt 
thee — and in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the 
earth be bleſſed, becauſe ⁊ HO haſt obeyed my voice. 

5. How many who came to the ſight, behold- 
ing theſe wonderful things, are very much prick'd 
at their hearts, and return ſmiting their breaſts |! 
Return thou alſo within thyſelf, my ſoul, after 
the ſight which thou hait of theſe things by 
fairh, and ſigh with them that figh, wall 
with them that bewail CHRIST. Be not 
found harder than the rocks, and more unbe- 
lieving than the Jes. Bleſſed are the grateful 
tears, which are ſhed for the love of CurisT 
crucified, For 1t 1s truly pious and exceeding- 
ly ſweet to weep for the ſweet Lord. It is 
a great conſolation to the loving ſoul plenti- 
fully to mourn out of compaſſion for the belo- 
ved, Jrsus himſelf wept often for human miſe- 
ries; and when tears failed, he out of his 
abundant grace poured forth his blood. Since 
then the LORD Jesus CRHRISTH died for thee 
on the croſs, be this whole world dead to thee 
for the future; reckon thyſelf dead in him unto 
ſin, as one whom the law has had its demands on, 
but alive unto Gor, thre JESUS CHRIST, thy 
Lord. Learn too in the death of Jzesvs to 
remember thy own death; and ſtudy alſo throꝰ 
grace to prepare thyſelf for to die in faith and 
love, commending thyſelf to Gop not by thy 
works, but by his death and oblation for thee, 
that thou mayeſt have the bleſſing, not thro? 
thine, but his obedience. For thou knoweſt 
not when the Lorp ſhall come; thou knoweſt 
not when thy Maker ſhall take thee away. 
Watch then always, ſtand faft in his right- 
eouſneſs, and pray that thou mayſt find a 
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happy hour of death. So think, ſo ſpeak, ſo do, as 
if thou wert about to die to day. Learn to 
die before death, that death on its approach 
may not be thy dread, but the gate of life. 
CHRrisT died and the prophets are dead, and 
thou ſhalt ſoon follow in the way of the fa- 
_ thers. Nevertheleſs there is a great hope, a 
very great conſolation ſet before thee in the 
word of Jesus, that ſays, he that believeth in 
me, tho" he were dead, yet ſhall he live; and again, 
he, that heareth my word and believeth on him that 
ſent me, hath everlaſting life. Seek therefore 
Jzsvs to be thy friend, to be found in his right- 
eouſneſs, to have fellowſhip with the power of 
his death, whilſt thou liveſt; that, dying to ſin, 
thou mayſt find him propitious and deriving 
his ſtrength to thee when thou ſhalt die, that 
thou mayſt reſt in peace, Caſt from thee what- 
ſoever hinders thy love of JzsUus; whatſoever 
retards thee in thy way to the heavenly king- 
dom. Beware of every thing that can defile 
the purity of the conſcience : relinquiſh what- 
ſoever may take away peace of mind. Keep 
thyſelf unſpotted from the world, united to 
Gop and acquainted with Curisr. Walk 
with Jesvs in liberty of the ſpirit. Take no 
anxious care about outward things; but ſet in 
order the houſe of thy mind; ſhew him the great 
upper-room, that he may keep with thee the 
myſtic paſſover together with his diſciples before 
thou ſhalt die. 

6. And when thou ſhalt begin to be ſick, and 
ſhalt perceive the day of thy being called hence 
is come, then ſend forth the humble prayers 
of faith to Jzesus, and fay with Mary and Mar- 


tha, Lorv, behold be whom thou loveſt is 20 
| or 
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For the gracious and merciful Is us, who wept 
over Lazarus's grave and raiſed him from the 
dead, is mighty to heal thee of every diſeaſe, 
and, when dead to this world, to raiſe thee up 
again at the laſt day. Then alſo eſpecially pon- 
der the Lory's ſupper, how the humble Jesvs 
waſhed the feet of his diſciples, and, before 
his deceaſe, gave them for their conſolation the 
myſtery of his ſacred body. Do thou likewiſe 
aſk of the Loxd Jesvs to be waſhed from the 


filth of all thy ſins, and to be ſtrengthned 


unto all boldneſs of faith before thy departure, with 
the proviſion of his moſt ſacred body; which 
being received, be employed in giving of thanks, 
and devoutly meditate on the ſweet words of 
his commandment. And then, with up-lifted 
eyes, and with all thy ſtrength, pant after a more 
manifeſt union with Car1sT ; afterwards turn 
thyſelf to his paſſion, and draw from it the 
ſweet marrow of conſolation, As Jesvus reti- 
red into the garden by the mount of Olives, 
ſo do thou withdraw thyſelf from the preſence 
of thy friends and as a ſojourner, pray thy heavenly 
Father for thy happy paſſage thro* death. Bend 
thy knees with Jzsus, fall proſtrate on thy 
face on the ground ; reſign thyſelf into the arms 
of Gop, and with a ſelf-denying ſpirit ſay theſe 
moſt perfect words of CHRIST, Father, not my 
will, bus thine be done. For he beſt knows whe- 
ther is moſt ſalutary for thee, whether to live 
or die. Aſk alſo the brethren that come to thee, 
and all the faithful to watch with thee in prayer, 
leſt thou ſhouldſt be vexed with, and enſnared 
in the wiles of the enemy. Have recourſe in 
all thy traits to Jesvs, thy fore-runner ; fol- 
low him who bore his croſs, even to the place 
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of ſeulls. Fix thy mind on this ſuffering ſcene; 
there chuſe to end thy life, there alſo give up 
the ghoſt. Interpoſe the paſſion and death of 
CnrIsT between thee and the future judgment, 
and look inceſſantly at the crucified Saviour, 
Againſt the horrors of the devil invoke the 
name of Jesus, and by faith lift up tie ban- 
ner and ſhield of his holy croſs. If the adver- 
ſary ſhall ſuggeſt and object to thee thy paſt 
miſdeeds and thy numerous offences, do thou 
rejoin the infinite merits of CHRIST, anſwering 
for thee. | 

7. Remember alſo the ſeven ſpeeches of Jx- 
SUS, which he delivered on the croſs for thy 
inſtruction. For immediately when he had 
aſcended the croſs, he prayed for his enemies, 
and gave pardon to offenders, that thou might- 
eſt, in thine heart, forgive all thy debtors, and 
again aſk forgivenets, thro' his atoning ſacri- 
fice, for thylelf., Secondly, he promiſed the 
delights of paradiſe to the confeſſing 7hief, that 
thou mighteſt not deſpair for the greatneſs of thy 
offences and thy robbing Gop of his glory, 
and of the ſervice of thine heart; but mightelt, 
with confidence in his grace confeſſing him, 
deſire him to remember thee in the kingdom of 
heaven. Thirdly, he commended his bleſſed na- 
ther to the holy John, that thou, being in the 
agony of death, mighteſt alſo be taught to 
commend the care of the church that begat 
thee, and of thy dependants to holy perſons, 
beloved of CHRIST, and theſe to them. Feourth- 
ly, J=svs ſhewed himſelf forſaken in his pu- 
niſhments, that thou, when burdened with 
pains, mighteſt not take them impatiently if 
thou ſhalt not be immediately relieved 3 _ 
| may 
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mayſt ſubmit thyſelf in all things to the ordi- 
nance of Gop. Fifthly, he ſays, I thirſt, that 
thou mighteſt learn ardently to thirſt after Gop, 
the fountain of living waters, and defire to be 
diſſolved and to be with CHRIST. For this is 
far better than to ſojourn longer in this world, 
and to be involved further in various trials and 
temptations. Sixthly, he ſpoke the word of 
conſummation, it 7s finiſhed; that thou alſo, ſee- 
ing the end of thy days drawing near, mighteſt, 
for every good work of iaith done in thee, give 


the praile to Gop, and mighteſt ſeek him out 


of the riches of his grace by CHRIST, to ſup- 
ply whatſoever thou ſhalt be wanting in, ſo as 
to finiſh thy courſe with joy, Seventhly, he with 
a ſtrong cry gave up his ſoul to his Father's 
hands, that thou alſo, about to quit this world, 
mighteſt not omit reading and frequently repeat- 
ing, with faith, this bleſſed commendation of 
himſelf, and of thee in him; than which thou 
wilt find nothing more ſweet to be remember- 
ed in thy laſt moments; and that thou might- 
eſt alſo, in thefe words, by him offer up thy 


ſoul unto God, as to thy Father, with filial con- 


fidence z and depart in peace, dying the death 
of CHRIST, the righteous, and having thy latter 
end like his. | | 
8. O moſt loving Jesvs, thou ſun of right- 
eouſneſs, and brightneſs of the Father's glory, 
who didſt deign for me, thine unworthieſt ſervant, 
to ſet thus, and to ſuffer this moſt vile kind of 


ſorrow, and didſt in the place of feulls for the - 
redemption of the world give up thy ſoul, and 


commend it in prayer to the Father, grant 
me alſo conſtantly to carry about in my breaſt 
a ſorrow for and love of this thy moſt bitter 
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death, and daily to exerciſe myſelf in it; tq 
die together with thee by a mortification of all 
vice, thro' a fellowſhip with the power of thy 
death, that when the end of my life approaches, 
J may, thro' thy moſt gracious commenda- 
tion of me in thy perſon, as my ſurety, and by 
the merits of thy moſt precious oblation, be 
made worthy to breathe back my ſpirit, in the 
light of thy mercies, and happily to enter into 
the joys of paradiſe. Be preſent with me when 
I am dying; ſuccour me in my laſt ſtruggle; 
meet me, who with my ſoul long after thee. De- 
fend me from the enemy; reſcue me out of 
trouble; comfort the mourner ; ſtrengthen my 
trembling heart ; refreſh me when I am fainting ; 
receive me when I give up the ge. Let thy 
laſt ſpeech on the croſs be my laſt words in this 
world; and when I can ſpeak no more, hear 
this my laſt defire, Father, into thy hands I com- 
mend my ſpirit; for thou haſt redeemed me, 0 
LorD, thou Go of truth, Amen. 


CHAP. XXXI. 
Of the vittorious death of Ixsus, our Redeemer. 


1. J Bleſs and thank. thee, OLorD Jesus CHRIST, 
thou Lo RD of life, and unſpotted mirror 

of the divine majeſty, for ſubmitting to the 
pitiable and pale appearance, which thou didſt 
contract by ſuffering the aſſault of death, when 
on thy ſoul's departing from the body, the 
certain ſigns of mortality appeared in thee, Alas! 
alas! Jzsvs, thou faireſt of all the children 
men, bow is the gold become dim ; the a 
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of thy moſt 3 countenance is deſtroyed 
0 


by the filth of thoſe who ſpit on thee with their 
unclean lips; and the flower of thy moſt agree- 
able youth is fallen into the perils and pangs 
of death. Ah! moſt gracious Gop, all theſe 
things are come on thee for to purge away my fins: 
It was that I might have the beauty of holineſs 
put upon me, and fair graces in me, that thou 
wouldſt be thus disfigured in the body : and it 
was that 1 might be ſnatched from eternal death, 
that thou for a time wouldſt taſte of this moſt 
ſevere death, and be found in its ſnares. O 
death, what haſt thou done? Wherefore waſt 
thou not afraid to ſtretch out thy hand againſt the 
LorD's anointed ? What power hadſt thou over 
him? or what fault hadſt thou to find with 
him whoſe name is holineſs, with the Son of 


| Gor ? Thou haſt ſlain, thou haſt aſſaulted 


him; but thou haſt not aſſaulted him unhurt : 
for by laying him thou thyſelf art flain, and 


art pierced thro* with the hook of his divinity; 


thou haft deſtroyed the dominion of thine own 
tyrannical empire, and by the deſcent of CHRIST 
into the grave art forced to give up thy prey, 
even all that died in Adam, and the elect in 
Cur1sT to life everlaſting, whom thou holdſt 
captive. For thus was it faid afore- time 
by the prophet, O death, I will be thy death. 
O grave, I will be thy deſtruction. Nor need 
we wonder at this, ſince thou by thy death 
didſt deſtroy bim that had the power of death, 
even the devil. For the pit he made he him- 
ſelf fell into, and his wickedneſs came on bis 


own head. He thus indeed bruiſed the inferior 


part of thee, thy heel; but by this thou didſt, 
what he was little aware of, accompliſh the 
S 4 ancient 
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ancient and int prophecy, and bruiſe his head, 
fulfilling the /aw which gives /in its ftrength, 
and ſatisfying for and ſo taking away the /n, 
which gave death its being and dominion over 
us. Therefore in thy death, O CHRIST, thou 
mighty ſeed of the woman, the hope of right- 
eouſneſs, life is reſtored to me, and a crown 
of joy takes place upon this ' conqueſt of the 
prince of death. Truly great and manifold 
grace flow'd from thee when thou walt dead 
on the croſs, for to be our 4fe. For the ori- 
ginal guilt is blotted out, perſonal and actual 
tranſgreſſion forgiven, pardon beſtowed, ſin 
condemned, puniſhment executed, vengeance 
ſatisfied, all the debt paid, mercy extended to 
all that repent and believe; becauſe inexhauſti- 
ble is the merit of thy paſſion. For thou, O 
LogD, our righteouſneſs, didſt not die gratis or 
in vain, | e444 
2. For whom therefore was thy death? the 
angels needed not an atonement for ſin, becauſe 
they abode ſtedfaſt in the truth. The devil riſes 
not again, becauſe he fell from a ſtate of viſion 
and the fruition of this LoRD of glory, and of 
the powers of the world to come; and alſo after 
his fall hardened himſelf. Therefore thou didſt 
die for man, who being deceived by the ſubtle- 
ty of the devil fell from his allegiance to thee, 
his Creator, into the ſervice of the creature, 
and ſo into death. And whom the malice of 
another had caſt down, it was becoming thy 
tender love to lift up. O exceeding gracivul- 
neſs! O the unſpeakable depth of the divine 
counſel! O adorable and ever memorable myſ- 
'tery, in which man, thro' the croſs, obtains 
ſalvation 3 thro* the offence comes to the 521 
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dom; thro' ſuffering enters into glory; thry? 
death is brought back unto everlaſting life 

Thy molt ſacred paſſion therefore, O Loxp, 
is a ſovereign medicine for all wounds. Thy 
croſs is the ruin of all enemies, and the glorious 
detence of the faithful: thy death is the death 
of fin, and the deſtruction of vice; and thine 
obedience to it is our righteouſneſs, and. the 
ſpring of virtues. Therefore I will be glad for 
the infinite merit and molt precious fruit of thy 
paſſion. I will be comfarted, becauſe of my redemp- 
tion by it, but be grieved at the ſight of thy bleed- 
ing love, and for thy molt bitter death. For 
it is pious to rejoice with thee, becauſe thou 
haſt overcome death; and it is pious to ſor- 
row together with thee, who didſt bear ſuch heavy 
things for me. Come now, faithful ſoul, and 
with the eyes of thine underſtanding behold the 
ſad and pale form of the crucified Saviour, Mark 
every of the members of the deceaſed Jzsvs, 
and let thine eyes ſtream forth tears thro” the 
greatneſs of thy compaſſionating woe : for thou 
art very. profitably employed, and takeſt up 
a very holy idea, when thou vieweſt Jzsvs ſul- 
pended on the crofs. 4 cluſter of camphire in 
the vineyards of Engaddi is the image of the 
crucified Lord in the heart of a juſt man. If 
therefore thou haſt an eye of pity, if thou halt 
the affection of humanity, lift up the con- 
templation of thy ſoul to the crucified Gop, dead 
for thee on the croſs. 

3. Behold the croſs on which thy ſalvation 
dependeth z which is the redemption ot the ſaints, 
but the ſcoff of infidels; the wiſdom of Gop, 
tho? a Aumbling- block to the Fews, and fooliſb- 
neſs to the nations. His bead beſet with horns 
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is humbly inclined to his facred breaſts; nor 
does there appear any life in him; his eyes ſee 
not; from whoſe ſight no ſecret can be hid, 
His ears hear not, who knoweth all things 
before they come to paſs, He ſmells not, who 
exceeds all the flowers for ſweetneſs. He has 
loſt his taſte, who gives life and food to all 
creatures, He moves not his /ips, who opens 
the mouths of the dumb. He ſpeaks not a 
word, who teaches men knowledge, The 
tongue, which always ſpake right things, cleaves 
immoveable between his jaws. The face, once 
brighter than the ſun, is viſited with dreadful 
paleneſs. The cheeks, fair as a turtle's, loſe 
their beauteous appearance. The hands, which 
ſtretched out the heavens, are bored thro* with 
moſt ſharp nails. The knees, often bent in 
fervent ſupplication, hang benummed and bare, 
The legs, which were like marble pillars, have 
failed of their vigour and ftrength. The feet, 
often wearied to preach the goſpel, are faſt bound 
in miſery and iron on the croſs. All the mem- 
bers ſeem full of pains, maimed with wounds 
and beſmeared with blood. But his bones are 
not broken together with the bones of the thieves, 
that the divine ſcriptures might be fulfilled ; 
ſo ſoon was he, to their aſtoniſhment, dead : be- 
cauſe this is the true lamb, prefigured under 
the law, whoſe bones were ordered to be pre- 
ſerved whole and entire; and the Lok D, whoſe 
counſel was to ſtand, and whoſe ſtrengib was to 
remain in him after his ſufferings, Such is 
my beloved, and this is my friend, ye daughters of 

eruſalem; and tbis is his end; for whieh if 
J was to die ten thouſand times ten thouſand 


deaths, it would be no worthy retribution = 
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his infinitely ſuperior love. O moſt ſweet Ixsus, 
thou redeemer and ranſom of my life from 
deſtruction, vouchſafe me to place my hopes 
of freedom from the curſe of the law and of 
righteouſneſs in the merits of thy death; let 
me ever by faith behold myſelf dying in thee, 
my ſurety, to ſatisfy the law, that I might live 
to Gop by thee : thro? thy grace make thy death 
to work the death of ſin in me, and to morti- 
fy the deeds of the fleſh, tho* on the croſs of 
the affections and Juſts; that I may find toge- 
ther with thee a like happy ſeaſon on my de- 
arture from the body. I do, from my very 
Lee and with all the yearning bowels of a 
longing deſire, beſeech thee to grant me ſo 
to live in this frail body, and to direct all my 
actions and likewiſe my affections according to 
thy good pleaſure, that I may be able to keep 
the faith and to finiſh my courſe in the ſtate 
of grace, though it be with a fellowſhip" of 
thy ſufferings, and after my various trials and 
temptations, to reach and obtain the goal of 
eternal bleſſedneſs, thro' this thy moſt perfect 
obedience to death for me. Amen. | 
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CH A P. XXXII 
Of the cruel piercing of the boly fide of Jzsvs 


CHRIST. 


1. J Bleſs and thank thee, O Lord Jesvs ChRIST, 
thou never-failing fountain of love and 
grace, for permitting the cruel piercing of thy 
moſt holy ide, after thy departure out of life. 
For then, thou moſt holy King of ſaints, who _ 
n 
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been refuſed water when thou waſt athirſt, waſt 
ſo powerfully ſmitten and thruſt thro' on thy 
right ſide with a military ſpear by one of the 
ſolaters, that the point of the iron, penetrating 
thy inward parts, reached thy tender heart, 
and out of a- moſt wide wound did, according 
to the prophecy, produce unto us a moſt fa- 
lutary fountain of blood and water, with which 
the whole world being Leſprintled might be 
healed. O ſacred and admirable emanation of 
the moſt precious d of Gop, denoted by 
the blood of all the typical ſacrifices of old, and 
now flowing forth, for the redemption of man- 
kind, out of the right de of Jesvs, ſleeping 
on the croſs! O clear and moſt ſweet ſtream 
of the bleſſed water of regeneration, before ſigni- 
fied by the waters of the fload, by every ftream 
out of the earth's prerced fide, by the laver in the 
tabernacle and temple, and by all the ſhadowing 
purifications of old; and now running out from 
the inmoſt bowels of the Saviour, for the 
waſhing away of all our fins! As Moe/es, the 
very meek ſervant of the Logy, once /mote the 
rock in the deſert, and moſt plentiful waters flowed 
out and, followed [/7ael in their journeyings, 
and the people and their cattle - refreſhing 
drank of that torrent, and ceaſed their mur- 
murings; ſo now a ſtout ſo/dter, ſeizing a ſpear 


with his hand, moſt. powerfully . itruck the 


true rock, when he opened the right ide of 
Cnr1sT, and ſtraight-way there guſhed out 4/o0d 
and water , from hence the chaſte mother 
church” has drawa forth the ſacraments of her 
-falvation. For as Eve is called the mother of 
all living, and was formed of the rib of her 
huſband Adam, in his deep ſeep; ſo . 
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holy militant church is named © the mother 
6c F* all the faithful” who live to Gop, and 
is formed anew out of the ſide of CHRIST, her 
ſpouſe, laying in the fleep of death. O great 
and precious wound of the Lo RD, to be eſteemed 
above all wounds, moſt deeply pierced and moſt 
widely laid open for the faithful to enter; moſt 
fully, moſt abundantly bleſſed; laſt formed, 
but chief in regard. Of this moll ſacred and 
molt divine ſcuntain of the wound, whoever ſhall 
drink or take one draught of love, he ſhall have 
his uncleanne/s and ſin waſhed away, ſhall forget 
all his cvils, ſhall have the burning beat of 
temporal and - carnal deſires extinguiſhed ; ſhall 
be inflamed with the unſpeakable love of ever- 
laſting things; ſhall be repleniſhed with the 
ſweetneſs of the Holy Spirit: and it ſhall be in 
him a well of living waters, ſpringing up unto 
everlaſting life. | 

2. Enter, enter, my foul, by faith, into the 
right ide of the crucified Lonp; ; enter thro? 
this moſt eminent wound into the molt loving 
heart of JIESsus, prerced with the ſpear, to have 
refuge and reſt in the holy rock from the troubles 
of the world. Draw near, O man, to this deep, 
this hidden, this ſecret heart, the heart of Gop, 
opening his door for thee. Come hither by faith, 
why ſtandeſt thou without? the vein of life is 
opened for thee, the way of ſalvation, the ce- 
leſtial ark, whence there flow out many ſpices 
indeed, that thou mighteſt have fellowſhip with 
the blood of this Father of the faithful, that has 
atoned for ſin, and live. Behold in this a place 
of refuge from the face of the enemy; a place 


of propitiation from the wrath of the judgment to 


come. This is the font of the unction of grace, per- 
petually 


= Ca} 
petually flowing; this the Blood of the true vint; 
forced out in the wine-preſs of the Almighty's 
wrath, which never fails to afford a large 
draught of mercy, and to make glad the beartiof 
man, if they, who are contrite, will draw near 
thro' faith with their whole heart. This is 
the fountain of the ſacred river, going forth 
out of the midſt of paradiſe, to water the face 
of the earth, to quench the thirſt of the dry 
mind, to waſh away crimes, to extinguiſh the 
motions of laſciviouſneſs and to allay the con- 
tentious rage of anger. And therefore do thou, 
remembring thou muſt be waſhed in the /aver 
of regeneration before thou canſt offer any ſa- 
crifice, waſh in this Jordan and be clean; take 
thou the cup of love from this fountain in the 
Saviour; look upon him whom thy ſins have pier- 
ced. Draw forth with joy from this well of ſal- 
vation in the fide of Ixsus, the ſweet waters of 
the conſolations of life, that you may hence- 
forth live not in or to yourſelf, but in and to 
him who was wounded and pierced for thee ; 
give him thine heart, who has thus opened his 
heart to thee. By faith enter thro* the door of 
the ſacred wound, the gate of this city, thro” 
which there paſs not any uncircumciſed or unclean, 
to the inmoſt parts of the Saviour. He loving- 
ly invites thee to enter; he graciouſly 215 
thee to take up thy abode with him, and he 
with thee; he is exceedingly deſirous that thou 
ſhouldſt have one heart with him, my ſon, ſays 
he, give me thine heart; Gor requires no more 
from thee. If thou giveſt him this, thou haſt 
offered him a preſent agreeable to his love: give 
it therefore to JEsus, not to another; give 
it to CHRIST, not to the world; give ine 
| cart 
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heart to heavenly and eternal wiſdom, not to 
the vain philoſophy and the pretended ſcience of 
men. For therefore he cauſed his fide to be fo 
widely opened and deeply pierced, that a way 
might be laid open for thee to the heart of zbe 
beloved; that thou mighteſt penetrate into the in- 
ward parts of the Son of Gop, and be united 
to him by a true union of heart, that thou mayſt 
direct all thy affections to him; and mayſt do all 
thy works with ſimplicity of heart to his glory; 
that thou mayſt ſtudy to pleaſe him alone, to 
cleave to him with a pure mind and with all thy 
ſtrength. 

3. For where canſt thou reft more ſecurely ; 
dwell more ſafely, or repoſe more ſweetly, than 
in the wounds of Jzsus CHRIST, crucified for 
thee ? Where canſt thou find more extenſive wiſe 
dom and receive a more uſetul knowledge of divine 
life, and draw forth more love than in the inmoſt 
| bowels of CHRIST, that ſuffered for thee, and 
from under whoſe breaſt a ſweet fountain of life 
in liquid ſtreams flows out to thee ? Where canſt 
thou, when luke-warm, be powerfully re-kindled 
to a fervor of love; where be ſafely preſerved 
from all tumult; where perfectly recollected in 
thyſelf, but in the heart of Jz$us, out of love 
for thee pierced with a ſpear? Nothing ſo inflames, 
draws and penetrates the heart of man as the love 
of the crucified Redeemer, who is wounded and 
pierced, that we might have free acceſs given us 
to his amiable heart. Haſten then, as much as a 
holy covetouſneſs may preſume z apply thyſelf by 
faith to the holy fide of Ixsus, that thou mayſt 
be ſprinkled with his 4/ood and water in the means, 
inſtituted for the receiving of them. And as 
much as poſſible draw out thine own heart and 
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place it by the heart of JI asus, that he may keep; 
rule and poſſeſs it ; that it may not be hurried 
into a contrary direction and be defiled. Lay 
open thine heart to him; commit thyſelf to him 
with confidence; ſurrender to him thy whole 
will; tet thine heart be one and thy ſpirit one in 
Gop; to ſavour the ſame things; to be of one 
mind with him in all things according to his ex- 
cellent good pleaſure, even for ever. Thou ſhalt 
then have great tranquility ; nor mayſt thou be 
eaſily troubled or inordinately grieved, when 
thou giveſt up thy heart entirely to Jesvs, to be 
perpetually kept by his power and inhabited by 
him. 

4. O moſt pure and freely gracious Irsus, thou 
maker of all ſecret places, and the inbabiter of the 
hearts of them that love thee ! O thou crucified ob- 
Jet of every Chritian's contemplation ; thou divine- 
ly-formed treaſure of all grace and gifts! O 
CHnr1sT, our king, thou redeemer of the faith- 
ful, thou true high-prieſt, who didſt, like Phineas, 
thruſt thro* the body of fin borne on thee, and ſo 
make atonement ; and didſt ſuffer thy moſt holy 
fide to be opened with the point of the dreadful 
lance, that thou mighteſt be the well digged by 
the princes and nobles of the people, to give them 
the water of purification, open to me, I pray 
thee, the gate of thy mercy ; grant that I, being 
waſhed in the laver of regeneration, may daily be 
renewed by the Holy Ghoſt, and may alſo thro' 
thy hood have my conſcience purged from dead 
works to ſerve the living Gop ; and the Healing 
waters of thy grace to ſpread and riſe more and 
more in me; that I may live and bring forth fruit 

to GoD. Admit me, I beſeech thee, thro? the 
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great and evident door in thy fide to the ſecret 
receſſes of thy moſt loving heart, that my heart 
may be united to thee in the indiſſoluble bond of 
love, and may be vehemently inflamed therewith ; 
that thou mayſt dwell in me and I in thee, and 
may remain united to thee for ever, Let the 
ſoldier's ſpear be ſo apprehended by my faith, 
that it may penetrate allo into my bowels and the 
old man, and pierce thro* all my inward parts. 

ntil from this ſalutary wounding my ſoul may 
obtain a perfect ſoundneſs in thee, that I may ad- 
mit no lover beſides thee ; may ſeek no conſola- 
tion but from thee. May my heart alſo be free and 
open to thee alone; a ſtranger to the world 
ſhut againſt the devil; ſtrengthened on all ſides 
againſt temptations of every lort by the protect- 
ing ſtandard of thy croſs; that at the ſolemn 
time when all the /ribes of the earth ſhall mourn 
before thee, and they too who have prerced thee 
mall look on thee, I may be found of the bleſſed 
number, who are waſhed from their ſins in thy 
blocd, and made prieſts and kings unto GoD. Amen. 


I \ 


HAP. XXXIII. 
Of the taking down of ChRIST from the croſs. 


1. Y Bleſs and thank thee, O Log Dp Jzsus CHRIST, 
thou divine tower of ſtrength, for being 
humbly taken down in the weakneſs of the 
fleſh, from the cro/s, whereon thou didſt hang, un- 
til the time of the ſun-ſet for our ſalvation; and 
from which thou waſt ordained to be taken down ac- 
cording to the old law, and becauſe of the approach-_ 
ing day of the paſchal feaſt, that was to be cele- 
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brated on the ſabbath. I praiſe and glorify 
thee for the devout obſequiouſneſs which thou didſt 
ſubmit to receive from thy friends, when the 
juſt man, Foſeph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, 
a doctor of the law, coming to the croſs, looſed thy 
hands and feet with all decency and piety, drew out 
the nails from them, and with their companions 
embracing thy moſt noble body did modeſt- 
ly and diſcretely lower it from the croſs. Bleſ- 
fed are the merciful men that ſhewed this mercy 
to the Loxb their Gop, that they might give 
his body due burial. For the fidelity which 
they at firſt ſhewed to their friend when living, 
they alſo afterwards took care, with great de- 
votion, to give proof of when he was 
dead. But whilſt they were preparing for him 
a place of burial in the earth, he was gone to 
prepare a happier manſion for them in the hea- 
venly places, as he promiſed to his diſciples the 
night before. Doſt thou then wiſh, O faith- 
ful ſoul, that it had been allowed thee, as the 
leaſt of all the ſervants of Gop, to have been 
-preſent at the funeral obſequies of thy Lorp, 
and to have been able at leaſt to have beſtowed 
on him ſome ſmall ſervice ? Wouldſt thou willingly 
have held the /adder to the croſs, or as a young work- 
man have reached upward to draw out the nails? 
Or thinkeſt thou, with ſome, that it had been well 
for thee if thou hadſt ſtood fo near, as to have 
caught in thy boſom one of the xails falling 
from thy Lok p, as a memorial of his paſſion, 
that as oft as thou faweft it, thou mighteſt be 
ſtraight-way ſtirred up to tears? This thou mayſt 
accompliſh without dark ſuperſtitions and im- 
poſed reliques. Thou mayſt be preſent at the 
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his death; and there thou mayſt do him thy 
ſervice. For this he is ſtill evidently ſet forth 
crucified, even to receive thy ſervice, And if 
thou wouldſt hold the ladder, hold faſt the ladder 
of faith, by which thou mayſt aſcend to himz 
and his body may be brought down to thee, as 
crucified for thee : and if thou wouldſt draw out 
the nails, ceaſe from thy ins againſt him in his 
inembers. | 

2. I praiſe and glorify thee for ſubtnitting to 
be received and embraced in the hands and 
arms of theſe diſciples and of thy moſt forrow- 
ful mother, O with how wiſhful arms did ſhe 
hold the bleſſed fruit of het womb, who was 
ſo ſoon ſacrificed on the wood of the croſs for 
the ſalvation of the world! Draw near there- 
fore, my ſoul, and by faith devoutly ſalute 
the bloody wounds of Jesus. For when he hung 
hailed on the croſs, there was no way to come 
at him; for the throng of the preſſing people, 
and for the heighth of the croſs; but now he 
is found in the boſom of his ſighing mother, 
(as he will ever be found repoſed by faith in the 
boſom of the church,) where he lays wounded 
and . dead: Draw near therefore, however 
great a finner thou art, whom the fear of eternal 
damnation for thy fins has affrighted, becauſe 
the lamb has been made in for thee; for thee 
has ſuch a victim been offered, as has borne the 
ſins of the whole world. So gracious and 
merciful is the LoxD Jzsvs, fo well pleaſed is 
Gop with us in him, that none can go away 
empty, none diſconſolate, who tepenting with 
his whole heart ſeeks pardon and forgive- 
nels. O how ſweet are theſe words to me, 4 
ſinner; ſweeter to my heart than honey and the 
1 4 honey - comb 
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honey-comb! For whatſoever 1 read Ixsus 
ſuffered in the fleſh, I ſee it was all done for 
me. Whatſoever good work, whatſoever lov- 
ing office he did in his bleſſed life, was all to 
be my merit, righteouſneſs and comfort. Im- 
pute therefore, G my Go, all. this to me, thy 
unworthy creature, who ſeeks acceptance in the 
beloved ; and count his merit and righteouſneſs 
mine. Vouchſafe me to receive in the arms of 
my faith his ody, flain for me, and pledged to 
me in the commemorative ſacrifice. May I with 
bended knees adore the Lax D Jzsvs, and pour 
out my prayers before thee, ſhewing forth his 
death, and by faich pleading his holy, wounded 
members, tortured with ſuch ſingular ſufferings 
for me. May I find mercy from thee to my 
ſoul on its croſs in the world amidſt fleſhly luſts 
and a death unto ſin together with Cnklsr 
wrought out in me; ſo that J alſo, his member, 
expiring in faith on the croſs may reſt in the Jo- 
ſom of the church, to riſe to life everlaſting. O 
Lok, be thou gracious to me. Fulfil my de- 
fires, and give me to enjoy him, whom — ſoul 
loveth. Amen. | 


— 
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CH AP. XAXIV. 
Of the reverend burial of Je $US, 


Bleſs and thank thee, OLORD JESUS Cnurrsrt, 

thou ſavour of life, thou brightneſs of eter- 

nal light, for ſubmitting to receive a very ſweet com- 
poſition of precious ſpices, which, tho* not neceſſary 
for thee to drive away corruption, yet were very 


acceptable to thee, from Ns devotion of thoſe that 
miniſtered 
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miniſtered to thee, and alſo were to be lawſully 
uled to thee according to the practice of the 
Jews, who, as we read, thus buried patriarchs 
and kings. But thou, who didſt fulfil the law, 
and whoſe death was indecd far more agreeable 
than incenſe, wanted not is to ſet it forth or 
add to it; being what ſuch codoriferous bur- 
nings on the typic death of kings denoted. Ho- 
ever as thou wouldſt be a bigb-prieſt according 
to the law, ſo thou didſt admit them to ule 
theſe to thee, that every rite of the law might 
be obſerved towards thee, which was fulfilled 
in thee, and that thou mighteſt be hereby ac- 
knowledged both prieſt and king, whoſe death 
was a ſweet-{melling ſavour, and whole body 
was to ſee no corruption. I praiſe and honour 
thee for ſubmitting to have thy ſacred: body 
carefully wrapped in a clean {ineu-cloth, allo 
thy bleſſed head in a white and clean napkin, 
(poor emblems of thy immaculate purity ;) which 
was afterwards found in the ſepu/chre.. I praile 
and glorify» thee, who nhabrue/t eterniiy, for 
being mournfully carried to the place of 4urial; and 
being depoſited and low laid, as the ſcundation of 
the church and of our faith and hope and life, and 
than which no other can be laid, in a new tomb cut 
out of a rock, given to thee by the noble Foſeph : 
where, becauſe it was late, thou wait with ma- 
ny tears interred, and moſt cloſely ſhut up 
under a great ſtone; ſhewing when we receive thee, 
"tis in a heart of ſtone, tho* bewn thro' grace, that 
we too may know the power of ily. reſurrection. 
How can we but commend this noble piety 
of Joſeph, for having done a thing ſo worthy 
of honour to my bleſſed Lon Do! Becauſe he, 
bold in the faith, not oaly acknowledged the 
1 deceaſed 
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deceaſed Irsus amidſt the public contempt, 
and begged the body of Pilate, that he might 
bury it, but alſo opened for him his own tomb, 
which he had prepared for himſelf to be Jaid 
in after his death, and where never man was 
yet laid; thereby ſecuring to us a proof that 

none but CHRIST could riſe from thence. 
2. O how much did this Gop prize him, that 
he, in whoſe power truly are all the ends of the 
earth, would chuſe to be buried here by him, above 
all other perſons and places in the world ! Fair to- 
ken of his favour to the heart by whom he 
will yet be received crucified ! Illuſtrious man! 
his memory is honoured by Gop and will be 
reſpected by man, as long as the world ſhall 
ſtand and the number of the faithful ſhall flour- 
iſh. Truly this /epulchre was then Holy ground, 
and made more ' glorious and famous than all 
the ſepulchres of kings and faints for the di- 
vine depoſit it contained, and for the miracu- 
lous reſurrection that was to take place in it. 
Here Jzsvs was buried; here lay the crucified 
Saviour ; here he was laid b the diſciples; here 
watched by the ſoldiers; Las CHRIsT roſe 
again the third day; here Jzsus appeared to 
Mary Magdalene; here the angel of the Lord 
appeared from heaven ; here the keepers of the 
ſepulchre were affrighted and became as dead men. 
Perſons indeed ſince have viſited this place, 
ſome out of curioſity, and many out of ſu- 
perſtition. But what did CHRIST leave the 
Power or merit of his death in his ſepulchre ? Muſt 
perons, to be buried with him or partake of his 
death, undertake long pilgrimages from the end 
of the earth? No, I need not go there for 
this; or if I did, I ſhould not find it *. 

or 
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For my Lorp CAHRISH has vouchſafed to con - 
vey this by another channel, and ordained that 
we ſhould be buried together with him by ano- 
ther means, even in his uwn appointed ſacra- 
ment of baptiſm. Faith indeed, without a bo- 
dily pilgrimage, will carry and place thee 
near the /epulchre, to lament, together with the 
holy women the LoxD Jzsus buried for thee, 
that thou mighteſt not be buried eternally out 
of Gop's ſight. And it behoves thee to per- 
torm the office of holy mourning for him, from 
whom thou deſireſt to receive the crown of per- 
petual joy and triumph. Conſider therefore 
how gnevouſly afflicted all the faithful ſervants 
of CxRIsT then were, and eſpecially the holy 
women, when they ſaw Jzsus taken from them 
and ſhut up in the ſepulchre; for the love of 
whom they had deſpiſed all things; — whom they 
had followed thro' 10 great a tract of land; whom 
they had often devoutly miniſtered to of their 
ſubſtance, and ſo much loved, as ſcarce to en- 
dure being parted from him for a little ſeaſon; — 
with whom they had delired always to live 
and delightfully to converſe ; thro' whom they 
had alſo believed they ſhould have been everlaſt- 
ingly bleſſed. Certainly the greater their love 
was, the more bitter alſo was their mourning ; 
and ſo will thine be. 

3. The minds allo of the faithful were af- 
flicted at all theſe things, becauſe the hope of 
their reſurrection ſeemed taken away, and their 
faith in a manner buried with Jzsus in the 
tomb. Therefore there ſcemed to be no con- 
ſolation remaining to them, poor diſtreſſed 
mortals, but to lament the deceaſed, to give 
and prepare ſpices ; that it they could not raiſe 
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the dead, they might at Jeaſt expreſs by outroard 
tokens, what yet in their hearts they did not 
thoroughly underſtand, namely, his feeing u cor: 
ruption. But faith would have ſaid unto them, 
„O ye holy and religious women that love 
CnrisT with inceſſant affection, do not give 
way to ſuch exceſſive ſorrow, do not entirely 
deſpair. Remember the words of the Lorp 
Jzsvs which he told you beforchand, and wait 
a little while. For after three days he will un- 
doubtedly riſe again. Then ſhall you ſee him 
in great ſplendor and triumphant gladneſs, whom 
now you bewail entombed in weakneſs and 
ſadneſs. Then there will be freſh joy to all 
his friends, who are now molt grievouſly ſor- 
rowful for his death and burial. For he will 
be clothed with the veſture of immortality, 
nor will death have ever any more dominion over 
him, nor over them that are his members. 
Learn thou alſo in the urid of J:sus frequently 
to meditate on the diſſolution of thy own body; 
ſee what thou muſt leave on thy burial with 
him by baptiſm into his death, even mortal, 
fleſhly, corrupt luſts; putting on Curisr by faith, 
and the new man in a conformity to his life. 
There is a neceſſity too that what thou didſt 
receive from the earth be committed to the 
earth; duſt thou art and unto duſt ſhalt thou ro- 
turn. Why therefore art thou proud, earth 
and aſbes as thou art, that muſt ſhortly 
become rottenneſs and be covered in the ground? 
What doſt thou luſt after in the world, that 
art quickly to be driven from it and to be trod- 
en under foot by men? Why carrieſt thou the 
old man about thee, and pampereſt it, and liveſt 
in the oldneſs of the fleſh, that profeſſeſt us 
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be buried with ChRIST, and to have put on 
the new man in him, and to partake of his 
life ? 
2. When thou ſeeſt therefore the tombs of 
the dead, remember that thou art to be ſoon 
aſſoclated with them. For this is the Souſe ap- 
pointed for all living. There the rich and poor 
lie proſtrate in one common bed, incloſed in 
2 ſmall ſpot of earth, in the boſom of their one 
common parent. There the noble are undiſ- 
tinguiſhed from the vulgar ; nor will the weak 
be any more trodden down by him that was 
mightier than he. There money will not avail 
the covetous; nor exquiſite ſubtlety the craf- 
ty. Therewill the delicate be the food of worms, 
and he that was once beautifully apparell'd be 
a great ſtench in the noſtrils. There the haugh- 
tineſs of men will be brought low, and the 
praiſe of the vain-glorious vaniſh. Behold, how 
all the race of mankind tends to diſſolution, 
and all fleſh, corrupt thro' its offence, re- 
turns back to its original! Wheretore mayſt 
thou ſo be led to behold thy old man and thy fins, 
buried with CHRIST, a facrifice to the law, 
and ſo ſtudy to live now, and thro” the ſpirit 
to mortify the deeds of the fleſh, and deſtroy 
the whole body of ſin; that it may be ſeen 
that thou art crucified to the world, and that 
thou art buried together with CHR1sT ; and that, 
when thy fleſh ſha!l be rotting in the duſt, thy 
ſoul may through him be vouchſafed to have 
repoſe in a happy peace, and reſt from its la- 
. bours. For if thou now in this day of 
preparation laboureſt in the Logxy with travail 
and godly ſorrow, ſowing in tears, thou ſhalt 
have a holy ſabbath of reſt to thy foul; _ 
0 


(282) 
alſo a moſt joyful paſ-ſover at the reſurreclian of 
the juſt. Therefore by how much the more 
ſtrictly thou now liveſt in the world, in the faith 
and love of Jxsus, by ſo much the more peace- 
ably ſhalt thou depart out of it; the more 
firmly thou cleavelt to the croſs here, the 
more boldly ſhalt thou come to Carisr; 
the- more bitterly thou now deploreſt thy 
fins, ſeeking the remiſſion of them by CHRIST, 
the more certainly mayit thou hope to be ſa- 
ved from the avenging flames of the wrath 
to come, and to come again with joy in the 
day, when CnRIST ſhall be admired in and by 
bis ſaints, Wail, wail then, whilſt it is the 
time of grace and of the miniſtration of the 
Spirit of mourning and ſupplication, whilſt the 
door of mercy is open ; whilſt thou art cal- 
led to repentance towards Gop, and faith in 
the Loxp CurisT, and whilſt there is 
with him plenteouſneſs of redemptions for 
thee. Wail alſo the ſufferings of thy bre- 
thren, the miſerable ſtate cf the world and 
the great ingratitude of men; that ſo few 
are found true imitators of the crucified Sa- 
-viour, crucifying the fleſh with the affections 
and luſts, dying daily to the liſe of the world, 
and as perſons buried with him from its va- 
- nities and pleaſures, that they may riſe to- 
gether with him into a participation of his 
life in them; and that ſo many, through 
the abounding of iniquity, are waxed cold and 
fall off from the ſpiritual fervour of holy love. 
Be it hence-forth alſo thy daily exerciſe to 
meditate on JESUS CHRIST, and him crucified. 
Always ſet JzsUs before thee as the fountain 


of thy lite, and to be the example after _ 
thou 
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thou art to live. Never draw back from the 
croſs of Jesvs, but living and dying with 
Jesus, enter the grave with decent interment 
from thy friends, that, having been buried 
with him by baptiſm into his death, and riſen 
into newneſs of life, thou mayſt alſo, when 
CHRIST, thy life, ſhall appear, be planted to- 
gether with him in the /ikeneſs of his reſurrection, 
and rifing again appear with him in glory. Amen. 
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PART the T HI R P. 


Of the Reſurrection of CHRIS TH and 
his ſeveral Appearances. 
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CHAP. L 


"Of the moſt victorious triumph ef our LoD Jesvs 
CrrIST on the croſs over death, and of bis 


\ moſt joyful reſurrection from the ſepulchre. 


I. | Bleſs and thank thee, O LorD Jesus ChRIST, 
thou ſaviour of the world, and deliverer 

of the captives, thou firſt born from the dead, 
thou head of the new creation, and the firſt- 
fruits of them that ſlept, for thy moſt victorious 
triumph over death on the croſs, and for thy glo- 
rious and joyful reſurrection on the third day of 
the week from the ſepulchre; in whiek thou 
hadſt laid three days and nights, truly dead for us 
and buried with many tears, hidden from all 
human eyes, and ſealed up with a great fone, that 
thou couldſt neither be touched or ſeen by thy 
friends and diſciples. Where thou waſt alſo 
- watched by perfidious ſoldiers, clad in ſtrong ar- 
maour, leſt riſing again from the dead, thou 
5 coul dſt 
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ſhouldſt eſcape out of their hands, or, as they* | 
wickedly ſuggeſted, left perhaps thy diſciples 
ſhould privily ſteal thee away, and craftily carry 
thee elſewhere, and worſhip thee for Gov, and 
fay unto the people, The crucified Cxr$t: is 
“ riſen again from the dead”. But truly iniqui- 
ty deceived itſelf ; ' and all the cunning of the 
devil, all the power of Pilate, all the perverſeneſs 
of the people, all the ſubtlety of the priefts, alt 
the learning of the ſcribes, all the counſel of the 
Phariſees and elders, who ſtrove to caſt thy holy 
name out of the mouths of men, were brought 
to nought. Indeed, there is ub counſel nor wiſ- 
dom againſt the Lox Dp; nor can earthy powers 
prevail againſt the maſt High, who ordains and 
rules them; nor the-ſkilfulneſs of fleſnly wiſdom 
avail any thing againſt the wiſdom of Gop, nor 
a crafty tale deceive the Gon that knoweth all 
things. For thou, who haſt founded the earth upon 
its baſe, and haſt ſet bounds to the ſea, and haſt 
created all things in weight, number and mea- 
ſure, didſt know alſo the time and hour of thy 
riſing, as thou didſt the time of thy Birth and the 
hour of thy deatb. Therefore on the withdraw- 
ing of the darkneſs of the night and on the ap- 
proach of the dawning morn, thou, O moſt gra- 
cious Jesus, didſt viſe again alive and glad 
from the incloſing tomb with a fair body, in the 
greateſt joy and ſplendor; as at thy nativity 
thou cameſt forth from the virgin womb of thy 
bleſſed mother, thro* the Holy Ghoſt's co- opera- 
tion with thee in that high and divine myſter 7. 
2. And this moſt holy feſtival of thy re/urrec- 
tion, more worthy than all the ij of the 
year, and figured out by the holy convocation, of 
old time enjoined to be held by thy PRO | 
Jury 
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1a ordained by the church to be celebrated by 
all the faithful —— the world, with 2 
Joyful hearts and harmonious voices, in hymns a 

Spiritual ſongs, repeating bhallelujahs to thee, our 


Gop; and to be moſt duly obſerved by a happy 
commemoration of thy triumph with thankſ- 
giving. For on the break of this day, in the face 
of angels ſeeing and rejoicing together for thy 
noble triumph over death, and for the ſpoiling of 
the grave, thou, CHRIST, O king, didſt 
mercifully unlock to us the door into eternal life, 
as thou before-hand toldeſt thy diſciples; and, 
whilſt they were yet ignorant of itz didſt moſt 
gladly array thyſelf in the robe of thy beautiful 
body. Then all the powers of darknels grieved 
and groaned with envious vexation at the bright- 
neſs of thy face in our reſtored human nature; 
A great dread alſo fell upon the ſoldiers, that 
watched the ſepulchre with force of arms, who 
immediately became dead men at the earthquake and 
the unuſual viſit of the angels; ſhewing what fear 
ſhall fill the heart of thy oppoſers, and what theold 
man becometh on the ſight of thee by faith, and 
on the manifeſtation of thy reſurrection. For the 
angel of the Lox'p, deſcending from heaven and 
ſhining in /row-white garments, removed the great 
fone from the ſepulchre, making a ready, a right 
and ſafe way for the holy women, coming with 
cious ointments and aromatic ſpices to 
anoint thy body in the ſepulchre, that they 
might approach with ſafety, and ſee the ſepulcbhri 
empty, that thou waſt not there, but «vaſt riſen 
again. I praiſe and moſt highly exalt thee, thou 
moſt powerfn] king of kings, O Loxp Jzs0s 
CHRIST, thou ruler of heaven and earth, and 


| the father of all things, for thy terrible WIr 7 
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hell, and for the ſtrong binding of proud Lucifer in 
chains of darkneſs. I praiſe and glorify thee for 
ſubduing the diabolic wickedneſs and power which 
he exerciſed againſt mankind : fo that the devils 
cannot rage againſt us as they defire, and as 
they were wont to vex men before thy incarna- 
tion and paſſion : on whole head thou by a moſt 
juſt judgment haſt recompenſed all -the ſcandal 
and malice of the Jews, which was intended thee 
by the crucifying of thee between two zhieves. 

3. For behold, now thy 7:2h:-hand, O Lorp, 
is become glorious in power; thy right-band, OLog p, 
has daſhed in pieces the enemy: thou art riſen again, 
for our juſtification, as our ſurety, who having, 
atoned for our fin and ſuffered the law art dif- 
charged, to demonſtrate our acquittance by thee, 
and art lifted up, a holy Art fruits in the preſence 
of Gop, to conſecrate the lump of the church, z 
new-man, like Ncah, after the food of woe, to 
| beget us anew to Gop, and make us alſo children 
of the reſurreftion. Behold now having taken 
away fin and revealed righteonſneſs to us in thee, 
thou haſt ſubdued the kingdom of hell, and 
bruiſed all the power of the devils, by the ſtand- 
ard of thy holy croſs. They purſued thee, as 
Pharaoh and his hoſt did Jrael, to their own ruin; 
For thou haſt brought-up our nature from the 
depths of the ſea of ſorrows; the enemies and 
their hot haſt thou caſt into it; the earth /wallowed 
them ny in thy death ;) thou haſt triumphed gloriauſ- 
ly. Thou haft alſo laid their pride low under the 
feet of thy humble ſervants, whom thou haſt 
choſen out of the world, that thou mighteſt guide 
them in thy ftrength ts thy holy babitation. For 
now on this deliverance, which thoſe in former 


times were but ſhadows of, Chriſtians, high 1 
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low; rejoice that they are intereſted in the power; 
and therefore marked with the ſign of the ce; 
and carry it boldly on their foreheads, in honour 
of thy name, againſt all the terrors of the 14 
ſerpent, and againſt the inſult of every unbelieving 
Jem and Pagan, who yet hate the name of Jesvs 
CHRIST, the Son of Gon, crucified for the ſal- 
vation of the world; O glorious revolution; de- 
lightful event for the ſons of men; bliſsful morn, 
in which the /un of righteouſneſs ſhone forth ſuch 
healing to men! The divine mandate was then exe- 
cuted, Sing, Oye heavens; for the LorD hath done 
it; ſhout ye lower parts of the earth, and break 
forth into ſinging, ye mountains, O foreſt, and every 
tree therein: for the LoD hath redeemed Jacob, 
and glorified bimſelf in Iſrael. For ſongs of praiſe 
filled the heavens from the comtorted ,/pirits of 
juſt men made perfect, of patriarchs and 
prophets and ſaints, upon this triumph of their 
Go whom they waited for. This earth ſoon ſpread 
with loud acclamations the glorious name of the 
mighty conqueror, that by his reſurrection won 
and gave an earneſt of their own. The churches; 
high in his love, and whoſe ſtrength, like that of 
Sion's mount, is his, broke forth into finging of 
hymns to the deliverer of their ſouls in his right- 
eouſueſs from the curſe of the law, and from the guilt 
of ſin, and from the power of the /econd death,as well 
as from the dominion of the fr/#. The foreſt of ſouls 
in the Gentile church, and the wood of the world, 
and every tree of righteouſneſs, every believer 
burſts out, under this wondrous event, into fruits 
of praiſe and thankſgiving for this redemption of 
our nature from the grave: which have never 
_ fince ceaſed being poured forth by his ſaints 0 
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earth and in heaven, and will be reſounded td 
his glory by men and angels throughout eternity. 
4. I belcech thee now, O moſt gracious Log 

Jzsvs CuR1sT, thou ſalvation and joy of my ſoul 
and my whole hope in this frail life from my 
youth, even to this preſent day and hour, for- 
ſake me not, poor and weak as I am, amidſt the 
tribulations and temptations, that do in various 
manners and diſguiſes aſſault me. Comfort me, 
O my God, in every of the troubles of my 
heart on account of my fins, by the merit of thy 
moſt ſacred paſſion and oblation, by the vehement 
grief and moſt plentiful tears, which thou out of 
tender pity and compaſſion didſt ſned for me on 
the croſs. Make me to reckon myſelf acquitted 
and alive in thee, to partake of the conſolations 
vouchſafed thy beloved patriarchs, prophets, apoſ- 
Hes and all ſaints; and derive unto me the biste 
fruits of thy reſurrection, Juſtification from all 
my guilt, and the quickening of thy Spirit unto 
newneſs of life, that having fellowſhip with its 
power, I alſo, as more than conqueror thro thee, 
who baſs loved me, and ſo overcome for me, may 
rejoice together with thy church below, and after- 
wards with the triumphant aſſembly in thy heaven- 
ly kingdom. Remember, O Lo R , thy holy 
word, in the which thou haſt cauſed ne to put my 
truſt, and which thou haſt ſpoken, namely, that 
* many ſhall come from the Eaſt and from the 
Weſt, and fit down with Abraham, Iſaac and 
Jacob in the kingdem of heaven”. Make me 
therefore, I pray thee, of thy grace, O Lokp, 
a member of this holy 2ſembly, and a partaker of 
thy rich table in thy kingdom of heaven, who 
didſt to day riſe again in a glorious body from 
the ſepulchre, and haſt 1 promiſed the * 
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of thy reſurrection to work mightily unto newneſs 
of life in all them that believe; and the joys of 
eternal life, with the angels in heaven, to all them 
that love thee, in that day; when they alſo ſhall 
have their death ſwallowed up of life, when this 
enemy ſhall be dead on the ſhore of eternity, and 
they be guided into thy holy habitation, © Loxy, 
who liveſt and reigneſt with the Father and the 
Holy Ghoſt, ever one Gop, world without 
a Amen. 
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Y the Nba viſiting of the holy ſepulchre of our 


Loxp Jzsvs CHRIST. 


Bleſs and thank thee. Wen 
I thou comforter of all that mourn and are 
bon dvf ul, for diſpoſing the holy women to that de- 
vout viſit, which they made, when they came early 
at ſun · xiſe to thy ſepulchre, that they might clearly 
ſee all the things which had been done in that 
diſtinguiſhed night of obſervations: and that we 
might be taught hereby, that we are in the way 
to be comforted, when we look for thee as buried 
for us. I muſt trulyco mmend the warm and 
laſting affection of theſe devout women, again 
ſeeking to anoint thy molt ſacred body, as ſup- 
Plying an example that encourages us to the re. 
gard of thy myſtical body in its ſuffering; and 
becauſe they ſo early in the morning, whilſt it was 
yet dark, and the people were afleep, aroſe 
haſtily, and likewiſe went as decently and ſecret- 
ly as Ley could, carrying to the ſepulchre the 


ers which they had prepared for the anointing. 
O what 
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O what griefs aroſe in the heart; what weeplig 
in their eyes when in the way they paſſed by Cal- 
vary, and beheld the croſs ; when they trod the 
footſteps of thy paſſion, and penſively thought 
on all thy wounds ! O what trouble urged them 
and forced tears from them, when they ſaw the 
ſepulchre, and mutually queſtioning one another 
ſaid, Who ſball roll away the ſtone for us from the 
door of the ſepulchre! No wonder was it that 
they wept, for they truly knew that the fone 
was ſo great, that they could not by their own 
ſtrength remove it from the ſepulchrez any more 
than we can ourſelves ſurmount the difficulties 
there are in the way of our ſeeing Chaisr, and 
ean take away the ſony heart; which may become 
a matter of grief to men, till they are more perfectly 
inſtructed. Fear therefore forced them to retire, 
but love perſuaded them to go on, neither to be 
afraid of the guard of ſoldiers: as it will now en- 
courage the faithful to proceed in their following 
after CHRIST. 

2. But whilſt they were queſtioning one another, 
« What ſhall we do, and whither ſhall we go?“ 
faith would ſay, “ ſtand ſtill and pray;” knowing 
e that when we are moſt put to it, then Gop is 
« neareſt, You need not fear, but may ſecurely ad- 
« vance. You may be confident in the L:ogp that 
© help will ſoon come down to you from him. 
*© Gop knows your hearts, what ye are and whence 
ye have come, whom ye ſeek and what ye carry 
* in your minds, and what you hide under your 
clothes. For your wants and deſires and prayers 
© have thro the ſweet incenſe of your Saviour's 
© merits come up before Gop in his celeſtial courts; 
e have reached his = and the holy angels rejoice 
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eat the love which ye have to Jesvs, and for the 
„good work ye have juſt now wrought towards 
him. Love truly overcometh all things and tears 
© none, Love never reſts, till it comes to the 
&« ſight of the 4e/oved.” They haſtened therefore 
with the others, advanced and were diligently con- 
ſidering the ſepulchre. Nor long did they wait, to 
ſhew us the manifeſtation of Cyr 15T in grace is nigh 
to them who thus ſeek him. For there had been 
a great earth-quake ; tor the angel of the Lok», 
whoſe countenance was like lightning, and his rai- 
ment white as ſnow, had deſcended from heaven, and 
came and rolled back the ſtone, which twenty men 
could not move, from the door, and ſat upon 
it, frighting away the keepers : ſo that freely enter- 
ing in they then jaw him in the form of @ young 
man, ſitting on the right fide, clothed in a long 
_ white garment : as their faith will always ſee, 
CarisT apparelled, who look for him crucified 
for them. And though they were affrighted and 
amazed, ſhewing new converts often wonder at 
what is come to pals : yet he kindly ſaid unto 
them then, as to ſuch now, Fear not ve, for I know 
that ye ſeek Ixsus, which was crucified. He is not 
Bere, (as you ſee) be is riſen, as he ſaid, Come, 
ſee the place where the Logp lay. If you will 
te keep in remembrance theſe words, which I, this 
& angel of the covenant, deliver unto you, of 
ce whoſe might you have before you ſuch evident 
ec proofs; you ought to have no doubt of his reſur- 
« reffion, The love of Ixsus in his paſſion has 
< made you ſorrowful. The love of Jesvs in his 
« reſurreftion will make you glad. Wait a little 
« while, and ye ſhall] undoubtedly ſee him. Seek 
no longer for him laying in the /epulchre, — 

* alive 
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« alive for evermore, to the glory of Gop, and 
e ruling over every creature in heaven and earth.” 

emember ye, how he ſaid, that it behoved 
the Son of Man to be delivered into the hands of 
finful men, and be crucified, and on the third day to 
riſe again. Now therefore go ye away comtort- 
« ed, and ſtrengthened by the angel. Haſteand 
« carry the good news to his friends, and tell 
e theſe tidings of great joy to the heavy-hearted 
« gdifciples, and let them not deſpair, becauſe they 
« all left JIEsus and fled, and becauſe CurrsT 
« has entered the vale of death; but reſtore them 
« now the hope of pardon and life; and eſpe- 
&« cially tell Peter, who thrice denied ChRIST, 
and ceaſed not for this to weep bitterly, not to 
« diſtruſt, but to confide in the great and wont- 
« ed graciouſneſs of Ixsvs, ſo = ſhewn 
6 to him, and becauſe to day he ſhall of a truth 
« ſee him, and be glad at heart. Tell him all 
<« theſe things which ye have ſeen and heard, 
<« that truly this night our LoxpJesus CHRIST is 
&* riſen again.” O how would holy Peter ceaſe his 
weeping, riſe quickly and come, run with St. 
Jobn, enter the ſepulchre with ſafety, and ſee the 
linen- clothes and the napkin of Ixsus lying in the 
ſame place, when he has the words of the. 
angels reported to him, affirming that Jesvs is 
riſen again and is alive, and will pals over into 
Galilee, and there appear to his diſciples, How 
would. they be glad and rejoice together with 
Cur1sT, the great Paſtor of the church, who 
deigned to die on the croſs for them and us, his 
ſheep ! O ſweet reſponſe from the mouth of the 
angel to comfort the hearts of them, who are in 
tribulation, and to give hope of pardon to poor 
ſinners, who have, 1 the example of Peter and 
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many other /aznts, become the ſtronger after their 
falls! Blefſed be Gop, who, knowing our in- 
firmities, forſakes not the troubled in mind, that 
ſeek and deſire to enjoy and fee none but him! 
holy women, what heavenly encouragement ſound- 
ed to them in theſe words, fear not; what good 
things did they hear of Jzsus ! Surely if Jzsvs 
ſhould have met them in the way and ſaid, 
«© hail, ſiſters,” they would have held faſt 
his feet, and not let him have gone, till he 
ſhould have bleſſed them. And, happy for us! 
this encouragement, fear not, reaches the church, 
who ſeeks CHRIST crucified thro' baptiſm in- 
to his death, that ſhe may know his reſur- 
rection. There ſhe ſees, by faith, her LORD 
in his white robe of righteouſneſs, and is di- 
rected to the Galilee of revelation, with a pro- 
miſe of the manifeſtation of him to her in the 
power of his grace. Addreſs'd they him 
when feen with knees bent to the ground; 
and faluted they him friendly with a pacific 
ſpeech, ſeeking forgiveneſs? O may 1, that 
am a greater, becauſe. the chief of finners, who 
ſeek the Lord that was crucified . for me, 
with loweſt adoration, always thus ſuppliantly 
crave his pardon, And O that I might be 
vouchſafed ſuch a grace of devotion, with 
wiſhful tears lamenting. the fins that cauſed his 
ſufferings, as they had on the vin of him! 
It is my hope that thou, bleſſed:L.ogp, who 
art the fountain of this and all other graces, 
wilt readily hear me thro' the holineſs of thine 
own 'merits, and manifeſt thyſelf in the Spirit to 
me, who ſeek thy body in thine own ordinances, 
that I, firſt found of thee, may find thee and 
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myſelf in thee. For theſe who ſought thee founu 
thee. 

4. I praiſe and honour thee, O molt benign 
Jzsus, for the great ' kindneſs and gracious 
addreſs and joyful falutation contained in thoſe 
words of thine, all hail, with which thou didſt 
ſalute the devout women that met thee, permit- 
ting them to hold thy moſt ſacred feet, which had 
been faſtened to the croſs, brighter than the ſun, 
whiter than the ſnow, more beautiful than the 
carbuncle, of more worth than gold, more fragrant 
than all ointment and balſam. O glorious Jz- 
sus, who art truly the angel of the Lorn, a 
perſon ſent of the Loxp from heaven, I moſt 
exceedingly thank thee that thou didſt roll away 
the great one from the ſepulchre, to frighten away 
the impious guards -from. the holy place, where 
thou didſt quietly reſt as a ſtrong lion in his 
den; to make a free acceſs to the ſepulebre 
for the men and women; to comfort all that 
mourned for thee, dead and buried for them; 
to ſtrengthen weak minds in the faith, which 
heſitated about thy reſurrection; to make them re- 
Joice together with thee in all good things at thy 
proſperous return from the grave, and at the 
happy opening of the gate of heaven; and 
laſtly, to leave to thy church a ſtanding evi- 
dence, that thou wilt remove all evil impreſſions 
and obſtrufions which lay in the way of thy people's 
ſeeing thee or riſing with thee, who diligently 
ſeek thee. For ſuch great grief had ſeized 
the minds of the women at thy. crucifixion, 
that they had all loſt the chearing hope of thy 
future reſurrection, often fore-told them from 
thine own mouth. On which account they. 
could not receive any conſolation from mor- 
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tal men, unleſs. they in the morning ſhould 
viſit thy ſepulchre and hear from the angel, that 
thou for a certainty. waſt riſen again, and ſhould 
fee thee with their eyes, and with their hands 
lay hold of thy glorious fee for a token of the 
truth.” Which things being done, thou, af- 
ter the comfort of thy gracious ſalutation, didſt 
commit to them the pleaſing office of bearing thi 
Joyful errand, moſt worthy of all acceptation and 
honour, very benevolently comforting them and 
ſtrengthenin them by thy ſweet addreſs, ſaying, 
Be not afraid. Go tell my brethren, that they go into 
Galilee, there ſhall they ſee me. 
5. O how pleaſant are hee words to hear 
how ſweet. to think on, how profitable to re- 
volve in thy mind, and to extinguiſh all ſe- 
cular fables and profane babbling! O how 
bright are the ches of their minds, which have 
now ſeen the Log Dp; how pure their hands, 
which have in faith touched this moſt. Holy 
Jzsvs; how holy the lips, which, with fervent 
Jove, have ſaluted him; how ſwift are the 
feet made to walk, how forward to run ; how 
ready the Bears to obey; how joyful; their 
mouths n out unto the diſciples that the 
Loks is riſen again ! According to the mul- 
titude of their ſorrows, on the day of the prepa- 
ration upon the fight of the ignominious 
crofs of Jz8vs, did the . greatneſs of their joys 
riſe on the feaſt-day of the paſſover upon hear- 
ing of his reſurrection. The reproach of the 
Jews becomes the apoſtle's greateſt joy; and 
the offence of the croſs the remedy unto eternal 
* ſalvation.” The tears of the ſaints are turned 
into the ſongs af angels; and the ſtripes of 
the ſcourgers and the ails into a healing for 
nun i br 4 TEL, Fr, tie our 
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ur offences. O moſt ſweet Jxsus CaunisT, 
ſtr up alſo my heart to the love of thy holy 
and bleſſed name, which is far above all ſaints 
in heaven and earth; carefully to remember 
and ſeek thee every morning early by faith, 
with Mary Magdalene and her companions, in 
the ſepulchre of my heart; to die daily to this 
world and its pleaſures; and to adhere to-thee 
devoutly in the reſt of confidence and in the 
retirement of prayer. Remove from me all 
hardneſs of heart, with flothfulneſs of body 
and ſleep of eyes, that I may deſire thee more 
than they that watch for the morning. Pour 
into me. the grace of compunction, witch a 
hatred of iniquity. Encreaſe in me the joy of 
devotion to the glory of thy name, worthy to 
be celebrated in this holy ſolemnity. Accept 
the firft-fruits of my lips for à ſacrifice of per- 
petual praiſe, thro? the incenſe of thy holy me- 
rits, and keep me day and night, when caſt 
down, even to the ground, from all d 
of ſoul and body. Make me alſo, thro* thy 
power working in me, and thro' thy fear put 
into me, to overcome every evil impreſſion and 
them that lie in wait for my ſteps, that thy 
image may riſe out of- my rocky heart, and that 
I alſo may be and appear before men in the 
bright and white robe of holineſs and purity, 
as riſen from the grave of fin and earthy mind- 
edneſs and ſpiritual corruption; as a manifeſt- 
er of thy life in me, that they may glorify thee 
in me. 
6. Stand by me alſo, O Load, eſpecially in 
the time of prayer, that I begin not to wander 
by looking about me and being converſant 
with vain images of things below, and neglect- 
e | ing 
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ing thee in thy holy place; where it behoves 
me by all means to ſtand before the preſence 
of thy glory with great reverence and attention, 
as a humble ſuppliant; carried up in faith to 
heaven, and forgetful of all that are in the 
world, of all the things that are behind, entirely 
united to thee with as pure a heart as poſſible, 
For what are all things under heaven but fleet- 
ing vanity of vanities, Truly in compariſon 
of celeſtial: joys all the feſtivity and mirth of 
the world is as nothing before thee: Grant 
therefore to me, O my Gop, thou beauty and 
glory of angels and faints, to ponder wel] every 
word of thy mouth, that I may find in it thy 
fatutation of my ſoul, and to imbibe the mean- 
ing of the pſalms and of the other ſpiritual ſongs 
and Hymns, which are ſung and rehearſed in the 
church and manifeſt thee to us, as much as 
J can apprehend and underſtand them in this 
ſtate of my frailty, with a oy, mixed like 
that of theſe women, with the holy fear of thee ; 
until I come to thee, the true light, enlighten- 
ing my darkneſs and highly rejoicing all the 
citizens of the heavenly Jeruſalem. Receive 
alſo in this holy day of the great feftival, in- 
ſtead of the ſpices, my moſt thankful acknow- 
ledgements, attributing a moſt ſweet favour to thee; 
frequent, bitter and fecret ſighings of my heart, 
longing after fellowſhip with thy body and thy 
atoning merits for the remiſſion of all my fins 
and negligences, in word, thought and deed 
that I may know and riſe, thro' thy reſurrection 
for my juſtification, into the favour of * Gop 
and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt ; ſo that 
as a new man born again of the Spirit and ar- 
rayed in white robes, I may be counted worthy 


to 
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to appear ligbt and glad, with humble con- 
feſſion of my ſins, among thy devout ſervants 
here; and hereafter among the ſaints before thy 
throne, . I humbly offer thee too all the pious 
deſires of my heart, and the poor exerciſes of 
grace towards thy body, the church, for its 
edification unto thy life and immortality, to the 
praiſe of the holy Trinity, and in honour of 
thy joyful reſurrection, together with the ſong 
of angels and with the jubilee of all the faints 
in the heavenly choir, aſcribing to thee the 
ſweet ſpices and balſam of life and incorruption, 
and waiting for thy perfect manifeſtation in 
glory, that this praiſe of thee may be perfected 


- 


in me. Amen. 
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A prayer to the Holy Pzr$ows of the TrxInITY, 
e the guardians of our life. 


1. I Moſt humbly bowing myſelf to the ground, 

I, do earneſtly beſeech you, ye holy Perſons 
and Powers of the world to come, ye diſpenſers of 
ſalvation, arrayed in the white raiment of per- 
fect holineſs, replete with eternal goods, who 
watched around the body of Jzsvs, to have 
compaſſion on me, a poor and weak- ſinner, 
beſet, as I am, in the tomb of the fleſh with 
the powers of darkneſs, which ſeek to ſwallow 
up my ſoul; and both now and ever ſuccour 
me with divine aid in this my abode in this 
world. Afford your protection to a needy 
beggar; and ſtrengthen me, that am weak, 
againſt the craft of the devil and corrupt af- 
fections. Clothe me with the white robes of 
righteouſneſs ; build me up in all holy * 
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ſation in faith, hope and love. Strengthen me 
in the inward man, that I may be quickened 
and riſe into a holy proficiency in all true vir- 
tues, - weeping with them that weep, and re- 
Joicing with them that do rejoice ; and'at every 
action performed -thro* thy grace and ro thy 
gory, O Jznovan, continually giving thanks 

r the hope of riſing with CHRIST, as a mem- 
ber of his myſtical body: that ye, O holy 
Perſons, Gop all in all, may be bleſſed, prai- 
ſed and exalted above all and by all, for ever 
and ever. Amen. | | ET 4; 


— 
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en Ar. II. 


Of the appearance of Jesus to Mary Magdalene 
An ſbe form f a gardener. | 


1.1 Bleſs and thank thee, OLoxpD JESUS CHRIST, 
thou maker of all things and the diſcerner 
of all the ſecrets of the heart, thou well-Peloved 
huſbandman, that fenceſt the vineyard of thy 
church, gathereſt out what. offendeth, planteſt 
it with the choiceſt vine of thy new nature, and 
the maker of our ſouls like a well-walered 
garden to bring forth fruits to Gop, for thy 
moſt friendly appearance, when thou deign- 
edſt in the form of a gardener to ſnew thyſelf 
to the bleſſed Mary Magdalene, thy exceeding- 
ly fervent lover, as ſhe ſtood and wept at the 
ſepulchre : when thou didſt familiarly converſe 
with her and out of thy ſpecial grace diſcloſe to her 
many ſecrets of thy divinity and the hidden 
things of thy humanity; and didſt firſt "=o 
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tify thy glorious reſurrettion to her in preference 
to all others, and abundantly gladden her 
heart after her mournful complaints and her 
long inquiries after thee, I praiſe and greatly 
exalt thee for thy benevolent viſit and ſweet 
addreſs to her, aſking and queſtioning her, why 
weepeſt thou and whom ſeekeſs thou? O good 
Jzsvs- and moſt ſweet maſter, who knowelt all 
things before they come to paſs, why doſt thou 
enquire of her what things are beſt known to 
thee? Thou knoweſt that ſhe ſeeks nothing 
elſe, longs for nothing elſe but thee alone, whom 
ſhe truly loves above all things; and that ſhe 
grieves and weeps becauſe ſhe has not found 
thee in the ſepulchre; that ſhe has loſt the very 
beſt friend ſhe had in the whole world. For 
as often as ſhe thinks of thee, or hears any ſpeak 
of thee, or ſees thy ſepulchre, or regards thy 
crols or any thing which belongs to thee, her 
heart is immediately moved within her and ſhe 
weeps z becauſe love knows no reſt, unleſs it 
finds what it ſeeks, and has what it loves, and 
poſſeſſes what it defires. If to-day ſhe weeps, 
O Lord, in thy preſence, at ſo great a feſti- 
val and on this holy morrow after the ſabbath, 
when the fir/t-fruits were lifted up by thee, the 
high-prieſt, 4 be accepted for her and us, and 
the lamb without blemiſh preſented before Gop ; 
tis the love of thee cauſes this; and the great 
devotion of her heart to thee ſuffered her nor 
to ſleep, neither to take any reft; but con- 
ſtrained her to riſe before day, to ſeek and 
anoint thee. And now, becauſe ſhe finds thee 
not, ſhe weeps and exceedingly grieves for 
thee. With how much greater love ſhe burns, 
with ſo much greater deſire is ſhe fired to 3 
33 thee 
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thee 3 ſo that if ſhe could fly as an angel, ſhe 
would fly in like manner to thee, , above the 
mountains and hills, and above the ſtars of the 
firmament, to ſeek thee in heaven, even above 
the cherubim and ſeraphim, to find thee in thy 
kingdom, that ſhe might ſee thee ſitting on 
the moſt high throne of thy Father. But 
this was not granted to her on that day, nor 
was it given to all to be caught up, with St, 
Paul, to the third heaven, but to them, for whom 
it is prepared of the Father, and at the time 
fore-ordained of Gop. | | 

3. O precious Jesvs, thou comforter of ſor: 
rowful ſouls, faith would have then impleaded 
with thee, and ſaid, have compaſſion on the 
« weeping ; ſuccour the mournful ; ſpeak to the 
<« loving Mary; ſpeak but a word, and her grief 
<« {tall = cured. ou but thy name, O Lon p, 
<« let thy voice ſound in her ears, and her ſpirit 
cc ſhall ſoon revive. Shew thy countenance, O moſt 
&« fair Ixsus, and her ſoul ſhall ſweetly rejoice in 
c the call of her own name, and ſhe will ſtraightway 
« ceaſe to weep. O why doſt thou, I pray thee, 
«* O Lox, hide thy face from her that loves thee, 
cc and ſo wiſhfully and bitterly weeps for thee ? 
« Why diſguiſeſt thou thyſelf, as if thou waſt ano- 
<« ther, and feigneſt thyſelf to be a gardener ; ſince 
c thou art her beloved Lox Dp and Maſter ; her 
% Lo» ruling, her Maſter teaching her?“ Wilt 
thou not ſay therefore, I am Ixsus, whom thou 
« ſeekeſt; be ſtill and weep not, and now have 
« peace? O gracious Ixsus, what good de- 
« ſigneſt thou in this, and for what cauſe de- 
cc ferreſt thou the deſire of her ſoul ?“ Such 
might have been the language of an expoſtulating 
faith, chat pitied her condition. But then it ow 
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add in a conviction of human ſhort-ſightedneſs, 
« know that thou doſt all things with wiſdom, 
cc neither deceiveſt thou ay man, nor canſt thou 
ebe deceived, ſeeing that thou art a juſt God, true 
e and righteous in all thy ways.” For this appear- 
ance, which thou didſt now aſſume was ſtrictly cor- 
reſpondent with thy true character. For as the 
firſt man was put into the garden of Eden to dr 
and keep it in its divinely inſtituted form, in order 
to raiſe the ideas it was intended to yield him, but 
fell and brought death on himſelf and his poſteri - 


ty in the. garden; ſo thou, the ſecond man, the 


Loxp from heaven, cameſt to dreſs and prune 
away the luxuriancy of fin, from thy church, in 
thine own body; and, having in the garden known 
death, to reſtore in thyſelf to the church, which is 
a garden ſealed, a fair and heaven-wrought form 
of grace, and to water it and to keep. and pre- 
ſerve it every moment unto life everlaſting. There- 
fore thou waſt then a gardener, and this day in 
thy 1 wiſdom, made ſuch a plant to grow 
out of this garden, thro' the endurance of an ex- 
ceeding great heat of wrath, on the reſurrection 
of thy body, as never before ſprung up out of 
the earth; ſuch an ever-green as never before 
flouriſhed. in the ground. For this was the fir-tree 
of righteouſneſsthatcame up in the ſtead of the th 
of offence; this the myrtle-treeof pleaſant ſavour that 
grew in the room of our brzer, to be to the Lonp 
fer a name, for an everlaſting ſign, that ſhall not be cut 
off. Thou art alſo ſtill a moſt excellent gardener 
to thy church, and to its ſeveral members. and 
branches, to purge them, that they may hold faſt 
the form of ſound dofrine, and bring forth more 
fruit; as thou wilt be eminently to them at the 
laſt day, when thou wilt make them that * 


f 
the duſt atbate and ſing, and under thy reviving 
dew, which is as the dew of herbs, ariſe and ſpring 
forth in a glorious body, like unto thine, and 
flouriſh eternally in thy heavenly courts. But 
thou didſt hide the brightneſs of thy countenance 
from the weeping Mary, that ſhe might not know 
thee, that thou mighteſt hereby more vehemently 
ſtir up the deſire of her heart towards thee ; 
mighteſt try the virtue of her patience, and by 
this affliction and delay the more thoroughly purge 
her, and bring her after her long ſadneſs and 
many tears to greater joy. Neither didſt thou 
this for her ſake only, but for our ſakes alſo, that 
thou mighteſt teach thy church, out of whom thou 
caſteſt all the power of the devil, that ſhe to ſee 
thee manifeſt in her, muſt behold in thee a ſpiri- 
tual gardener, dreſſing and purging the ſoul, that 
it may bring forth fruit unto holineſs, that the end 
may be everlaſting life. 

3. Herein alſo thou haſt for our great comfort 
held forth to the devout mind, when in heavineſs 
thro* manifold temptations, an example of the 
patience and penitence of the holy Mary. Who, 
tho? ſhe was much beloved by thee, and adorned 
with great gifts, was yet often afflicted in this 
life; grieved for a time and deſolate, for the in- 
creaſe and perfecting of her faith, and for the ad- 
vantage of other Chriſtians, but not utterly for- 
ſaken nor deſpiſed : thou being with her in her 
trouble, tho? ſhe then knew it not; to ſhew us, 
that thou art with holy mourners and ſeekers in 
the troubles of their minds, dreſſing the ſouls 
when'they do not perceive thee, es, Tan thee, 


O how very wiſely and kindly doſt thou, O Lox, 
deal with thy beloved, whether ic be by tribula- 
tion or by comfort, until thou bringeſt them to 

| thyſelf, 
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thyſelf, to the eternal reſt of the celeſtial para- 
diſe. But it behoves them to be tried by a va- 
riety of temptations, and to be purged, as gold, 
in the fire of tribulation: That therefore they 
may be made meet for the kingdom of heaven, 
and be counted worthy in and thro? thee to enjoy 
the celeſtial viſion, they ought to take all things, 
which befal them from thy Find: for a better gift 
and for a pledge of fatherly love and of eternal 
life, which thou haſt promiſed to the devout ' 
ſeeker of thee; perſevering in holy mourning and 
prayer, as Mary Magdalene did before thee this 
day. O how truly loving is God to his Jſrach, 
who are of an upright heart ! who ſeek thee in 
truth, and humbly with grief and tears, as Mary 
ſought and found ther. For every thing, which is 
induſtriouſly ſought and with difficulty found, is 
more eſteemed when it is obtained, and alſo che more 
carefully kept. After long hunger bread taſtes the 
ſweeter; and after a bitter cup, water is ſweeter 
to him that drinketh it. After night, the day is 
the more agreeable to the eye, and after cold, fire 
delights the more. After ſorrowful circum- 
ſtances, the harp ſounds more pleafantly, and after 
heavy labours, reſt and ſleep are the ſweeter. Af- 
ter a ſharp war, peace is more amiable to the 
parties that have been vexed with it. The ſtars 
ſhine the clearer after the white miſt; the birds 
ſing the more chearfully on the awakening ſun- 
riſe. So the troubled foul is renewed, as an 
eagle, upon Cur 1sT's coming with a manifeſta- 
tion of his grace. Theſe things are ſufficiently evi- 
dent in the beloved Mary Magdalene, who after 
long weeping had abundant conſolation from the 
Loxp. O how plentiful - thy goodneſs, which 


— ] —— oe. — — 


. knoweſt not W 
love overcomes all Hifficulties, and it is the church's 
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chem O Lonap, haſt laid up for them that fear 


thee, though tis hidden for a while! 
4. Of a truth, bon art a Gop that hideſt thy- 
Self, as Jſaiab ſays; and beſides thee there is none 
other lite | unto tbee; knowing ſo wiſely to order 
all things with thy beloved people. O good Ix- 
sus, thou eternal wiſdom of the Father, how 
humbly. and graciouſly didſt thou live amongſt 
men, teaching them whatever things were uſeful 
and ſalutary, to deſpiſe earthy things, to love 
heavenly things, and to endure tribulation; and, 
at the laſt, giving up thy life on the croſs, that they 

ight have it manifeſt in them] O the ſweet con- 

rence of Mary with IE sus, the ſaviour of the 
world, with the king of angels, with the Lok p 
of lords, with the prince of the citizens of heaven, 
with the ruler of all the ſaints ! Truly, O Lob, 
if had perfectly known thee, ſhe had never 
thought. thee a gardener; nor hadſt thou ſaidſt 
to her, as an unknown perſon, why-weepeſt thou 
here? on what: ſeekeſt | thou? But thou wouldſt 
do this, that ſhe might give an anſwer, which 


might be recorded to ſhew thy people the holy 
| 2 of thy church.” For ſhe ſaid, Sir, if thou 


ft borne. bim bence, tell me «where thou haſt laid 
him, and J will take him away. Some might, 
expoſtulating, have ſaid, Whence haſt thou 
& ſuch great courage to ſpeak fo boldly, I will 
« fake him away ? How dareſt thou to preſume 
& that thou, a weak woman, can alone carry 


„ ſuch and fo great a man? Tell me where thou 
e wilt carry him? Who gave thee the liberty to 


thou didſt not depoſit? Thou 
thou ſpeakeſt?ꝰ But fervent 


purpoſe, with Mary, to receive him that died iq 
| | r. 
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her. Nor did ſhe aſk amiſs when the ſought this 
gardener to help her to find him, and bring her, 
where her beloved was, whom ſhe loved and fought; 
and for whom ſhe wept and often ſighed; for 
none better knows how to tell her, if he will in · 
form her, where her Lox D was. And indeed he 
thro' his great compaſſion is now come hither to 
her to tell her, where he is whom ſhe ſought, and 
who hath taten him away from | the ſepulchre ; 
ſhewing us, that when our ſoul perceives the 
ſpiritual gardener dreſſing and purging it and 
calling forth its affections after Cug13T,. though 
by a withdrawing of himſelf for a time; we m 
ſure of finding from and in him whom we ſeek. 
O the great deſire of this holy woman, inceflantly 
ſeeking and bewailing, to ſtir thee up, my ſoul, 
to a like holy enquiry after the Lozd ! And will 
not the Lorxp ſpeak one ſhort word more, in 
which his dove hearing his voice may know him, 
and may ſing for joy of her bridegroom; and 
ceaſe to ach: She ſeeks thee, ſhe longs for thee, 
ſhe is not content with angels, nor with the crea- 
tures; nor any human comforter ? Will not the 
Lorp ſpeak when his ſervant, his devout viſitor 
willingly hears him ? Yes, thou wilt ſpeak to 
her, as thou wert wont before to ſpeak to thy 
beloved hoſteſs ; to convince thy church and every 
of its members, who have in faith entertained 
thee, that thy «word of gracious addreſs and con- 
ſolation Mall ſoon be applied to revive the hearts 
of them that are contrite, and are made to deſire 
thee. . For thou ſo powerfully calleſt her, who 
thought herſelf not known to thee, that ſhe was 
made to acknowledge thee, who before knew thee 
not; Whilſt Nene to her, re thou con- 
X 2 trite 
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trite one, thou woman, grieved and in bitterneſs 
of ſpirit.” This is her name; by this ſhe will 
more readily be called by none than by thee, 
who art her only hope: She therefore wants no 
more. She is by this ſpeech of familiarity excited, 
amidit her reſtleſs greef, to a more particular at- 

tention to "thee. She finds in thee, whom ſhe. 
had thought a ſtranger, the diſcerner of hearts, 
to whom all perſons and things are known, the 
ſearcher of her heart and reins z and ftraightway 
acknowledges thee as her all. For thou didſt as 
much as fay, © Mary, know Jesus, by whom 
thou art thus known; by whom thou art firſt 
loved. Anſwer, thou beloved, to thy beloved 
«© maſter, the gardener of thy heart”. 
g. She therefore in all the ſudden furprize of love 
* * Rabboni, which is to ſay, Maſter, my great 
* one, art thou alive here, in this form ? Yes, thou 
4% art riſen, I know thee, and I thank thee, that 
«© thou'haſt appeared to me. Behold now I have 
«whom I have ſought; now I ſee whom I have 
« lamented, and it is happened to me far better 
% than I thought”. Happy day and bleſſed 
hour! in which Mary, after the angel's viſion 
and addrets, was vouchſafed thus to ſee the 
'LorD of angels riſen from the dead, and to hear 
his ſweet ſpeech, ſaying to her, Go to my brethren, 
and © ſay unto them, I aſcend unto my Father and 
your Father, and to my GoD and your Gop. ' No 
wonder is it that in all the fervour of her affection 
the ſhould ſtri ve to touch him, tho' it was not al- 
low'd her, CR IS ſaying to her, as an eminent type 
of the church, touch me not, for I am not yet aſcended 
10 m Fatber: whereby as we are taught the readineſs 
of the church to apprehend and lay hold on him, ſo 


ve are taught that ſhe cannot here have this fellow- 
ſhip 


- 
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tip with him till ſhe comes to him, who is aſcended, 
ſeparate from ſinners, to plead with Gop for her: — 

but that ſhe is in the mean time commiſſioned, as 

Mary, to declare his aſcent to his brethren, and their 

adoption in him. Mary therefore did, as the true 
church has done, as Jesus commanded her, and im- 

mediately went, without delay, without a murmur; 

joyfully declaring the good tidings to his diſciples, 

ſaying, J have ſeen my — my long grief 

and weeping, and have received theſe things from 

his mouth.” O how acceptable and agreeable 
were her tears flowing from a pure heart, and 
from fervent love, much ſweeter than the precious 

ſpices in the alabaſter box prepared for ointment 

How gracious thou, eternal Truth, to fulfil thy 
word, ſeek and ye ſhall find. Now therefore, I 
pray thee,O moſt compaſſionateJzsvs CurrsT, by 
the bowels of thy mercy,” who didſt condeſcend 
to viſit and comfort the pious Mary Magdalen, 
amidſt her exceeding ſorrow, to work in me a 

like holy ſeeking after thee, when thy face is hid 
for my ſin, that thou mighteſt dreſs and purge 
my ſoul, and mighteſt call forth all the deſire of 
my heart after thee, - and- to ſhew me the like 

mercy of a viſit of thy manifeſt grace, in the form 

of a ſpiritual gardener, to dreſs the ground of my 
heart. Meet me in the way of thine ordinances, 
when my ſoul is ſorrowful through the heavy 
preſſure of ſome conſcience of fin, affrighting me 
on all ſides with the thoughts of judgment to come, 
becauſe of my daily neglects and my. manifeſt 

luke-warmneſs in many good things, and of the 
mixture of vain cares with my duty. I beſeech 

thee, O Lok, withdraw not thy hand from me 

in this my tribulation, that I may not deſpair of 
the pardon of my ſins : but according to the im- 
| X 3 menſe 
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menſe greatneſs of thy loving kindneſſes, open 
to me the boſom of thy mercies, which are from 
eve and will endure for ever upon all, 
who with cheir whole heart ſeek and deſire to love 
' thee; Make me to- conſider thou art with us 
when we leaſt think it, and that, if I abide, thou 
wilt manifeſt thyſelf to be my Saviour; and there- 
fore to perſevere in a holy ſearch for thee; and in 
thy wonted tenderneſs grant me the grace of thy 
conſolation, which I exceedingly long for, that 1 
may be-41own of thee, find myſelf called under 
the word of thy grace, amidſt my grief, to turn 
to thee, and to the knowledge of thee, and to ſhew 
forth thy grace to my brethren, and to tell out their 
adeptitn in thee. And finally I pray thee, who 
art nom aſcended to the F ather, to thy Gop and 
my Gop, for thine own name's fake, and . by 
thy precious death and burial, and glorious 
7 jon”, after the death of my body,” to 
ſhew me the ſalutary light of thy countenance, and 
to apprehend that for which I am need of 
thee in thy: glory. Anen. bi) 
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of 1. exemplary graces and privileges of Mary 
Magdalene, 


Bleſs and Shank che? O Loop Je sus ug IST, 
thou heavenly byfician, who didſt come 

into this world 20 ſave fmmers; and graciouſly 
to reſtore them in thy righteouſneſs by faith and 
tance” to the kingdom of. heaven; and 

who having deigned to be born of the bleſſed 
virgin, *qidft © not © refuſe to be roucbed, wiped, 
anonted” = vis by Mary, the Weepin g. pe- 
8 Gr . ſinner; Seins us an, exam- 
bs 0 3% ple 
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ple of the greatneſs of thy. love to thy. church. 
O gracious Jesus, thou Son of the living Gon, 
thou merciful Saviour of the world, thou 
didſt compaſſionately beſtow many benefits 
and great privileges of grace upon the bleſſed 
Mary Magdalene in this life: for thou didft 
in thy abundant favour and mercy accept her, 
faith and penitence, fully - pardon all her fins 
and abſolve ber, ſorrowful as ſhe was, from 
all puniſhment, Thou didſt inſpire, her with 
great contrition of heart, and that ſhe might 
not deſpair of pardon, didſt pour into her, 
amidſt her . the grace of thy conſolation: 
thou didit inflame her ſoul with the fire of 
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cy, and that the end of the appearance of 
thy grace to thy church is, that we ſhould thence- 
forward deny all ungedlineſs and l:ve ſoberly,. right- 
eouſly and godly in this preſent world, Thou 
never ſpeakeſt one harſh word to her, nor in- 
deed imputeſt to her the leaſt ſin, nor . reveal- 
eſt her offence to any one, but paſleſt_ it by, 
and proclaimeſt the good works of faith 

had done for an example of an holy life, to 
prove thy kind dealings to thy people. Being 
invited to the houſe of Simon, the leper, thou 
art more delighted with the tears of Mary, than 
regaled with the diſhes of the Phariſee. When 
ſne would touch thee, chou waſt not angry; 
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when ſhe would anoint thee, thou didſt not 
N her away from thee. Thou gaveſt her 

e feet, thou didſt bow the head, thou didſt 
not deny her a ki. Thus thou didſt bleſs 
her with ſalulation, ſanctify her with the band, 
cleanſe her with the touch, heal the ſick in 
one ſhort ſpeech, ſaying, thy faith bath ſaved 
thee, go in peace. O tweet word, pronounced 
by the mouth of Gop, full of grace and mer- 
cy, moſt worthy to be had always in remem- 
brance, as by her, ſo alſo by us. For ſo wouldſt 
thou, O Lorp, record thy mercy to thy 
church, the penitent's faith and love, and thy 
tender compaſſions ; in vouchſafing the ſoul 
to apprebend thee for righteouſneſs, to expe- 
Fo thy healing, and thy aſſurance of peace in 
elieving. | 3» 
2. Thou didſt enter into the houſe of Mary 
and Martha as to friendly bofteſſes. There joy- 
fully entertained didſt thou lodge and reſt. There 
ddt thou eat and drink what things were ſet 
before thee and thy diſciples, as poor and needy 
perſons. "There was no tumult, no clamour, 
no unſeemly jeſting ; no wanton laughter, no 
idle words were heard: There with great re- 
verence and diſcipline: of manners didſt thou, 
the humble maſter, ſit at the table; there didſt 
thou, as poor, eat with the poor. There thou 
waſt at the table the doctor of divinity, and 
for wine didſt give them to imbibe the words of 
eternal life, moſt comfortably repreſenting thy 
gracious: advent to our ſouls, which entertain 

thee thro? faith, thy ſweet fellowſhip with 
them and inſtruction of them by thy example 
and doctrine unto all godlineſs. There thou 
didſt moſt wiſely and lovingly admoniſh Martha, 
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as ſhe miniſtered and was cumbered with much 
doing in the affairs of this life; and in her, all 
who are ſo troubled z and didſt graciouſly de- 
fend Mary, who being ſweetly at leiſure di- 
ligently hearkened to the words of thy mouth; 
and in thy defence of her vindicate all, who know- 
ing the time is ſhort, do find leiſure to con- 
verſe with thee and attend to thy word. Thou 
didſt, on her ſiſter Martha's complaint of her 
vacation from buſineſs, moſt fitly commend 
her life of deep contemplation in thy love, 
ſaying. to Martha and all raiſers of fuch 
exceptions, ONE "THING. ig xeedful, (everlaſting- 
ly needtul, when this providing for the fleſh is 
at an end) and Mary ' bath choſen that better 
part, which ſhall not be taken from ber; and 
conſequently ſhew, that thy church too is not 
entangled in the affairs of this life, but is te- 
nacious of this ons THING, of thee as her 
prophet, prieſt and king. And on the trai- 
tor Judas, murmuring for the ointment pour- 
ed forth upon thy body, thou didſt juſtly 
plead her cauſe, to denote thy being their advo- 
cate, who ſhew a reverent attention to thy 
body. the church, againſt ſuch betrayers of it, 
as grudge this even under a pretence of charity. 
She being modeſtly ſilent at the objections, to 
teach us meekneſs in ſuffering, thou doſt im- 
mediately anſwer for her, ſetting forth her good 
deeds, concealing her evil ones. On Mary's 
weeping over her brother Lazarus, when dead 
and buried, m_ to declare thy 4 ugg to 
thy 's griefs, didſt weep with her; con- 
dag ich = afflicted friends, ſo that many 
laid, behold, how he loved bim. O how bleſſed 
was he, whom Je$us loved, whilſt he lived, 2 
e 
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ſed, when he was dead and ſupped with, when 
he was raiſed again! O gracious jesus, thou 
author and reward of all good works, thou 
waſt not — 4 of his faithful ſervice, often 
— 2 thee in the houſe of Mary and 
Martha, + more than thou wilt be of 
thy ebm work; but after his little la- 
bour of Hove, which thy grace had wrought 
in him, didſt moſt freely return him ampler 
kindneſs indeed, ſpiritual benefits for bodily 
ones, for tranſitory, eternal favours. What 
mall 1 further ſay? None can eafily tell or 
comprehend all thy benefits vouchſafed unto 
men, nor" fuffieiently - conceive all the ſigns or 
miracles which thou didſt in Galilee, in Naza- 
th, in B in JFeruſalem, in Judea and 
in all holy 1a ;, before all che people and thy 
diſciples,” for me ony of the truth ; that 
they mi ht believe thee, © becauſe of all thy 
words and wonderful and divine works, that 
rhou art the Cirrsr, the Son of Gop, JP 
came inte che world for men's ſalvation! 
O H high in heaven! how [ſavy 

A bean Whow- gracious and humble to men 
by healitig them; how ſevere and terrible to 
devils by ef them out! O how merci- 
ful to how ſevere to the malicious 
how comphBnate to the afflicted! how bene- 
volent to che needy! how conſolatory to the 
ary gh ſo faichfuld a friend at all ſea- 

8, {0 powerful 4 helper rin all neceſſities as 
our GOD? O What Pre joy didſt thou occa- 
ſion to the ers when thou didſt cry,“ La 
« zarys,” tome forth,” and immediately he, who 
was dead, came forth, obeying thee, the Lon 
of life And death. Then to thy diſtiples, as cn 
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the miniſters of thy grace unto men, thou didſt 
ſay, looſe bim and let him go. Tet khis ts but 
a faint picture of the joy thou provideſt the chureb 
in the raiſing up and abſolving of a ſoul, dead 
in treſpaſſes and ſins, and of the body at the 
laſt day from the dead. I wiſhfully beſeech thee, 
O Lokp, that thou wouldſt deign alſo now 
to abſolve me in thy righteouſneſs' from the 
chains of all my ſins, and to ſeal to me thy peace ; 
that ſaved thro' faith, I may die in a well 
grounded affurance of thy favour, © and may 
joyfully come to thee and with Mary: and alt 
ſaints' and angels praiſe thee in thy kingdom, 


never to ſin again. Amen. 
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CHAP. V. Sr pr 
Of the great compunction of Mary Magdalene oz 
+... the paſſion of the Lok p. | 
1.] Bleſs and thank thee, O Lon n Jesus Curisr, 
for the great grace of devout lamenta- 
tion which thou didſt vouchſaſe to Mary Mag- 
dalene at thy moſt ſacred and bitter paſſion: 
who did not accompany thee, only in thy 
life- time, thro' villages and towns, to ſee 
the eminent miracles which thou didſt work by 
thy divine power, worthy of all praiſe and 
honour; but even followed thee with tears, 
at thy paſſion, to the death of the croſs, toge- 
ther with thy holy mother, Mary and many 
other devout women, condoling thee and moſt 
bitterly. weeping in the way for thy innocent 
and molt grievous crucifixion, conſidering the 
marks of thy feet, as the church ſtill does - thy 
ſteps. Becauſe ſhe could do nothing more dear 
and acceptable than inwardly condole and bit- 
„ terly 
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wrly. weep all day and night, and unceaſing- 
ly, reflect on thy ſufferings, reckoning all thy 
wounds. her's. And when -ſhe ſaw thee - faſt- 
ened naked to the croſs, being inwardly af- 
flicted with manifold grief, ſhe | retired not. 
but ſtood to ſee the end, even unto 
death ; thou wing us in her grief a fair ex- 
ample of the ſorrow of the ſoul which by faith 
ſees. thee bruiſed for its ſins, and of its follow- 
ing after thee. But when thou didſt die on 
che croſs with a great cry, we find her grief 
increaſed, and ſleep vaniſhed from her eyes, 
She had then only an- inclination to weep, 
and it ſeemed to her a moſt bitter thing to live 
longer without thee in this world. Her frequent 
lamentations ſhew, that without thy preſence 
nothing was pleaſant to her in this life. So 
certain is it that this godly ſorrow, this long- 
ing after thee on the withdrawing of thy light 
from the diſciple, for any fin, is wrought in the 
ſoul, to whom thou haſt before ſpoken peace ; 
as it was in thy - ſervant David, when he ſaid, 200 
is there in earth that I deſire in compariſon of thee ? 
2. Truly a friend is tried in the time of ad- 
verſity, and love is moſt evidently demonſtrated 
by. deeds, Therefore as this holy Mary loved 
thee in this life, ſo ſhe ſhewed it by deeds at 
thy death and burial, with great lamentation 
and diligent care. She omitted none of thoſe 
things, which belonged to the interment. of thy 
ſacred body, with the others, wrapping, cover- 
ing it up together with the ſpices, binding to- 
gether the linen | clothes and reverently placing 
the wapkin for a decent ornament on thy holy 
bead. Whereby ſhe. ſtill calls thy church to a 
reverent depoſiting of thee, crucified for us, in 
5 ey b. | 8 N , ; {9518 our 
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our hearts; as well as enforces the decent bu- 
rial of thy members, when they have finiſhed 
their courſe. Amidſt theſe things ſhe indeed, 
tis evident, wept, and eſteemed it her conſola- 
tion that ſhe was vouchſafed to ſtand by thee 
and to be preſent with thy motber and the other 
obſequious women, and ſaw all things about 
thee becomingly done, to teach that the Chri- 
ian too, Who laments the ſufferings of the myſ- 
tic body, the church, will think it not a little 
matter toſee things done decently and in order towards 
it. Wherefore on thy moſt holy bp4y's being 
buried and encloſed under a ſtrong ſeal, there 
aroſe to her new grief and wailing; as if for 
the future ſhe ſhould not fee thee in this world 
from whom ſhe had before received ſo great a 
ſhare of ſpiritual life and joy; wherein thou 
haſt. ſtrongly ſignified the increaſed ſorrow of 
the foul, when thy love ſeems buried out of 
ſight for its offences, and its fears of failing of 
thy grace. Nor yet when the Jſepulchre was 
cloſed, was ſhe able ſtraightway to depart from 
the place in which the treaſure of the world 
la x7 } "= ” T6955 
6 O that I may have, while it is called, to day, 
ſuch compaſſion of heart in meditating on thy 
ſacred ſufferings, O my Lox D Jz$vs CnRISsT, 
for me and my fins, as the devout Mary Magda- 
lene had in the day of the preparation, when ſhe 
ſaw thee, the pardoner of her offences, crucified, 
dead and buried, deſpiſed, derided and diſeſteemed 
by all! But thanks to thee, O moſt patient Ju- 
sus, this falſe rumour concerning thee did not 
long continue. But after three days thou didſt 
overcome, and thro* the greatneſs of thy power 
confound thine enemies, and prove _ 
: a iar 


* 


| (318) | | 
| bars, by riſing again, freed from the dead: as 
hou wilt thoſe. who ſuggeſt: to thy churtb and 
thy people, that after a night of heavineſs they 
ſhall not again behold thee! riſe again in grace to 
them. Of a truth too, Lord, thy word is ful- 
filled, which thou didſt foretel concerning 
Magdalene in the preſence of thy diſciples, in 
praiſe of the good work wrought on thee. Verily 
1 ſay unto you, whereſover this goſpel ſhall be preach- 
el throughout the whole world, there alſo hall this 
which ſhe bas done be told alſo for a memorial of 
ber. For the aburch of the faithful, ſpread widely 
throughout the earth, clearly endowed with aps/- 
folic doctrines, and eſtabliſhed in divine truth, 
ſounds with the report of this her work of ſancti- 
ty, made to them by the apo/tles and evangeliſts, 
and publiſhed by the preachers and teachers, 
Moreover her great affection and devotion are 
celebrated by them who, in the like faith of the 
remiſſion of their ſins, and in an imitation of her 
love, longing for thee, do hope to come to thee, 
our Lord JEsus Chkisr, to the houſe eternal in 
the heavens.” O moſt lovely Saviour, who ſhineft 
out with ſuch a full irradiation of grace and truth 
on thy people, mercifully vouchſafe to caſt ſome 
beams of it on my ſoul, to melt it into holy 
contrition for its ſins, and into fervent affection 
ſor thee, and ſor thy commandments ;. that I, 
following thee, even unto! death, abounding in 
every good work towards thy members, and pouring 
Forth the unttian of love to thy body, the church, 
muy be remembered of thee, according to the fa- 
vou thou beareſt thy people, thou glorious bride- 
grain of thy church, for thy tighteouſneſs ſake, 
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of the joy and graciouſneſs of the appearance of 
got —— 411 


CARIST.. | 

1. J Bleſs and thank thee, OLoxp Jesvs CHRIST, 

thou {ion of Judah, who didft indeed lay in 
the grave, but truly roſe up again on this. day, 
for thy moſt delightful appearance in and to our 
fleſn; as our ſurety, who hadſt accompliſhed the 
work of our redemption ;. as our fore-runner, who 
didſt ſhew us in thyſelf, what the belieyer on 
thee ſhall, attain to. O with what unſpeakable 
joy was the heart filled in that bliſsful hour, when 
it ſaw the Gop-man, the only-begotten. San, travell- 
ing in the greatneſs of his ſtrength, mighty to ſave, 
with a fair and immortal body, for purity far 
above the brightneſs of the ſun, and the beauty 
of all the ſtars! O how exceedingly and heartily 
did the ſpirit rejoice in thee, O Jesus,. the great 
Gop, 4is Saviour; more than it had done all. the 
days of its life in this world; more than Noah 
on the new world's riſing, more than Mrael on 
their riſing out of the ſea, more than the people 
on the finiſhing of the temple! O how diligently 
did it, as it ſtill does by faith, behold thy body 
with the eye, which before it had lamented thee 
with, when beaten with cruel ſcourges, faſtened to 
the wood of the croſs, and pierced through on the 
right ſide with a ſpcar, and at laſt dead and cloſed 
up in the ſepulchre! The heart being by thy ma- 
nifeſtation this day made more glad, and filled 
with more abundant conſolations, in proportion as 
it had more grievouſly mourned the crucified Re- 
deemer, whom its ſins had-wounded ; more plen- 
vidual tifully 
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tifully bewailed the guilt which had brought him 
to ſuch extreme ſorrow ; and had ſtirred up many 
others with it to pour forth their tears in one flood 
of holy weeping. Thus indeed thou didſt fulfil 
thy word, O Loxp, which at the laſt ſupper, 
thou didſt promiſe tothine apoſtles for their conſo- 
lation, faying, I will not leave you comfortleſs , J 
will come to you and ſee you again, and your heart 
Hall rejoice, and your joy ſball no man take from 
vou. Thou haſt well done, O thou moſt excellent 
Jzsvs, by thus lovingly viſiting, graciouſly ſa- 
luting, ſweetly addreſſing, cordially comforting 
the diſtreſſed ſeeker of thee, by ſhewing to this 
ſoul the joyful light of. thy countenance, and ta- 
king away all ſorrow and all tears of lamentation 
from her eyes. For *tis only when thou art ſeen, 
that all ſorrow and fighing flee. away; when on 
thy ſpeaking to the heart, the Comforter reſts in 
in it, as in the apoſtles, largely filling all the inward 
parts with joy. And thou, O Jesvs, who once, 
at the 5 didſt on thy mother's report 
of the want of it, turn the water into the beſt 
wine, didſt now on thy blood - ſnedding, for the 
atonement of our ſins, ſupply the eſpouſed church 
with a richer ſtream, and, on thy return from 
the grave and the defeat of thy foes, didſt by a 
_ ſuperior power and miracle change death into 
life, the croſs into glory, mourning into joy, and 
the 9 fear into everlaſting gladneſs. 

3. Thou doſt not ſend one of the angels, the 
miniſtring ſpirits, thy ſolemn meſſengers, - nor 
ſome ſecular ſoldiers, noble, beautiful in appear- 
ance, clothed with gold and ſilver and precious 
gems, to viſit. the holy mourner. But thou, in 
whom the ſorrowful foul finds relief, who art 
"thyſelf the true Gabriel, Raphael, and the 
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hty and healing Goo, thou, Jzsvs Carigt; 
th * fr of glory, comeſt in thine own per- 
ſon, early in the morning, as thou art ſtill mani- 
feſt to thy people, on the ſpiritual day: ſpring, no 
man yet knowing it, to viſit and comfort the ſoul, 
continuing in the prayer of faith, Truly this is a 
day of gladneſs, which thou haſt hereby made 
more glorious and celebrated, more holy and joy- 
ful than the other days of the year, and is-right- 
y and moſt worthily reckoned in the humber of 
holy days, as a day the gladdened foul will re- 
member, and wiſh to have ſpiritually rehearſed to 
it. I praiſe and honour thee with all the ſaints 
in heaven, ind with all the devout believers 
in the world; .for the ſweet conference which 
thou hadſt with thy diſciples of old, and haſt 
with us in thy word, when tetired from world- 
ly noiſe and hurry; diſcourſing of divine 
myſteries, of the kingdom of Gop, of the joys 
of paradiſe, of the choirs of angels, of 
holy fouls redeemed from the grave, and placed 
in paradiſe with Enoch and Eljab. Doſt thou 
wiſh, thou devour ſoul, that thou hadſt been preſent 
at the appearance of Jesvs; and hadſt heard the 
ſweet diſcourſes, or hadſt ſtood behind the lat- 
tice, and diligently liſtened to every word 
which" tiny .Lozp Jrsus CrrisT ſpake of the 
heavenly ' delights and triumphs of the citizens 
above; which no earthy man can diſcover? Think- 
eſt thou with what great joy thy heart would 
have rejoiced in the Lord, if thou couldeſt have 
retained a little of his diſcourſe, for thy conſolation 
in this perilous ſtate of baniſhment in the world ? 
Know then, 'tis entirely thine own fault, if thou 
ſeeſt him not, if thou heareſt him not. For he 
8 ena 10 | ſhews 
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ſhews himſelf and ſpeaks to thee in his word, and 
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ſacraments, as Solomon did to Sheba, that thy 
ſoul may faint within thee in holy admiration of 
him. He ſtill tells out the wonders of his crea- 
tion, thy fall, and his redeeming love, with all 
that is in thine heart. He ſhews thee his perſon, 
his wiſdom and condeſcenſion; the /prri/ual houſe 
he has built, the precious meat of his holy fable, 
the order of his ſervants, the new Jeruſalem, the 
Everlaſting temple, and the aſcent up to it. And 
theſe things ſhould be carefully treaſured up in 
the ſecret of thy breaſt, and meditated upon with 
gladneſs of heart. Bleſſed. is he who ſtands con- 
tinpally before him, and hears this wiſdom to 
abey it, and knows this rejoicing and mounts up 
far above all temporal things by ſacred contem- 
plation, and employs his time with Jzsvs, ſhew- 
ing himſelf and his glories in part; neither anxiouſ- 
ly cares for, nor entangles himſelf with the things 
of the world, but longs after a larger portion of 
his grace, after a greater conformity to his life, 
and after a perfect viſion and fruition of him. 
May I be ever thus bleſſed thro? thy enlightening 
Spirit. I pray thee, O Lord JEsus CRHRIST, 
who didſt lay in the grave, that I might not be 
buried eternally our of the ſight of the preſence 
of thy glory, pardon all my fins and negligences; 
let thy precious blood ſhed for me_waſh away all 
mine iniquities, and renew me with thy Spirit, 
that I may be of the pure in heart that ſee thee 
and the wonders of thy grace, in thy word and 
facraments, wrought for my ſoul, and may enjoy 
he, manifeſtation of thee and of thy power, work- 
ing thy likeneſs in me, O Logvy, who revealeſt 
thy ſecret. things to Babes, and feedeſt the ſoul 
that hunger after thee with celeſtial bread. : 
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4. O moſt favourable Jesus Cnr1sT; who after 
thy bitter paſſion and joy ful reſurrection didſt ap- 
pear ſerene and glad, and didit repleniſh the de- 
ſolate .and forrowful with unſpeakable and new 
joy, be merciful to me, a poor and weak ſuppli- 
cant, and often in. grievous tribulation in the 
world; and vouchſafe me by the eye of faith ſo 
to ſee thee dead and buried for me, and ſo by 
fellowſhip with the power of thy death to be cru- 
cified together with thee, and to ſuffer together 
with hee in holy contrition, that I may fee thee 
riſen for me and manifeſt to me in the power of 
thy reſurreion, rejoicing my heart and quicken- 
ing me to a participation of thy He. Behold, 
I proſtrate myſelf this day low before thee, and 
earneſtly. knock with all the deſire of my ſoul at 
the door of thy mercy, intreating thee inwardl 
ro vilit me vich thy grace in all time of my af. 
fiction ; to ſtrengthen and comfort and deliver 
me from all worldly ſorrow and all vain delight 
on earth. Therefore even now inflame my heart 
with new. fervor and greater deyotion in thy 
praiſe, and preſerve: me, that, caſting away all 
earthy purſuits, I may learn to ſeek the things 
which are above, to contemplate divine things; 
and to make my, boaſt of thee alone. O that thou 
wouldſt grant me, a poor mortal, who am in myſelf 
nothing, nay leſs than nothing, becauſe ſin and 
darkneſs, to think more intenſely on theſe things, 
and more to abide perſeveringly with the Loxp . 
Jrsvs, that the whole world with its pomps may. be 
embittered to me, and more quickly vanith away 
out of my remembrance. , O I wiſh, moſt ſweet * 
Jesus, that thou wouldſt have pleaſure in me, as 
in the holy women and all thy ſaints, and grant 
me my fequeſt ; that thou wouldſt inwardly 
e inflame 
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inflame my heart with the love of thee, more 

frequently viſit me, more abundantly blefs me, 

wouldſt keep me in holy devotion, and wouldſt 
after the troubles of this life lead me ſafe to thee, 

to everlaſting joys, where I may have full viſion 

and enjoyment of thee, who liveſt and reigneſt 
Gop over-all, bleſſed for ever. Amen. 
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CHAP. VI. 


O the appearing of Cuxisr to St. Peter in Pri- 
vate, and of bis running together with St. John 
- #0 the ſepulchre. | 


1. J Bleſs and thank thee, OLor D Jzsvs CHRIST, 
thou great ſhepherd of the holy church and 
faithful Sig- prig for us in things pertaining to 
God, to make Teconciliation for the fins of the 
people, for thy exceeding graciouſneſs and un- 
ſpeakable mercy, which thou didſt in divers man- 
ners ſhew thy bleſſed apoſtle Peter; for the 
divine diſcourſe thou hadſt with him, and for the 
,” viſions in which thou didſt often appear to him. 
For thou didſt chuſe him, together with the other 
apoſtles, to be the ſbepberds and over-ſeers of thy 
flock, and, after thy deceaſe, didſt /end them forth 
as embaſſadors in thy ſtead, even as thou waſt /ent 
of thy Father, and didſt give unto them the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven to remit ot retain fin. 
Neither didſt thou caſt him away from thy love 
after he had denied thee thrice, but immediately, 
to thew thy ways to offenders converted under 
the look of thy grace, broughteſt his heart to 
moſt bitter Werping, and didſt mercifully and 
fully forgive him all the offence which he had 
8 3 committed 
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committed againft thee, and moſt kindly reſtore 
him after his fall to his former place in thy fa- 
vour, and to the dignity of the apoftle-frip. O 
fountain of tender mercies, and inexhauſtible 
ſtream of celeſtial gifts towards them that are pe- 
nitent and weep for their ſins! O moſt gra- 
cious beſlower of pardon and giver of heavenly 
grace! O the beloved Loxp Jesvs CuRISx, 
ſweet indeed to all thy ſaints and friends, choſen 
from all eternity, 'not according to their works, 
but according to thine own purpoſe, ho ceaſeſt 
not to do good and to diffuſe thy loving-kind- 
neſſes over all, that being drawn of Gon in his 
word do run to thee,” and repenting with their 
whole heart humbly ſeek thy free pardon. 

2. I praiſe and more eſpecially honour thee for 
thy great benevolence, in that thou didſt to day 
in ſome ſecret place appear to thy beloved apoſtle - 
St. Peter, who after his fall had ſeen thee crucified 
for him, for his ſpecial comfort, then very neceſ- 
fary for him. For he, who had the mote griev- 
ouſly offended, needed the more to be comforted 
and aſſiſted by thee,” the comforter and guardian 
of fouls, Jrsus CuRIsT, our Creator and Sa- 
viour. © Therefore I return thee hearty thanks, 
O moſt kind Jzsvs, the diſcerner and reſtorer of 
all that are in tribulation and have fallen into fin, 
who, having ſuffered on the cr for His offences, 
didſt now, to ſet forth thy love to thoſe whe mourn 
for their ſins againft ther, ſo ſeafonably relieve 
the poor ſtrayed beep, Peter; leſt he, afflicted with 
too much ſorrow, ſhould ' deſpair of forgiveneſs, 
or ſhould doubt any longer of thy reſurrection, ha- 
ving not found thy ſacred body in the ſepulchre: evi- 
dently declaring thy manifeſfarion of thyſelf chro' 
faith to offenders, leſt EG not found the w—_ 
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in a fi Wo ate — —— the wo. 
0 quickly, tell his. diſciples and Peter; that. 
225 SN ſhewing thy call of ſinners by the 
err s B the hope of the reſurrection. , Moſt 
; particularly. call him Peter, the 
ade e given Him by his Lon p, on his calling 
of him to fr apeſtolic dignity, that he might not 
deſpond, -becauſe of his having brice.denied his 
belove 'Lonp and maſter, but might by: this 
means be put in mind of his promiſe for the eſta- 
bliching 95 him in the faith. For hearing himſelf 
ſo early named by the angel, and lovingly 
ſaluted by the holy women, he was made the 
ma chearful in his mind, and deriving new 
Os from this icular remembrande of 
hu PHY his. offended 1 55 ND, he ran ſwiftly with 
x to. the ſepulchre, 2rgctting all labour and 
- Torrow.. * when he ſaw all things ſo. done by 
the Lokn, as he heard related by : 4 women and 
by the holy. angel, who. deceives not, but i 1s. a 
Weh af the truth, and a faichfül meſſenger of 
the accompliſhed reſurre&tion, Atraight-way ſome 
hopes of life revived in him, and the expectation 
of eternal lalvation.;.. to:ſhew,it, will always do ſo 
' the hearts of thoſe, wha after. their offence do, 
© under the-r tt of CRRISsT's reſurrection from 
the dead, ſee after him 115 was buried for them, 
oy perſons. buried with him, by baptiſm into his 
ath. 
3: Wondeting therefore much within, himſelf, 
1 cho nor believing ton je Joy, yet OS, it 805 
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be true, he might long to ſee his Lok p, and for his 
appearing to him, as to Mary Magdalene. As the 
diſciples, who hear the report of CHR 1sT's manifeſt 
favour” to other ſouls, do themſelves pant after 
the enjoyment of it. Be ſhe,” he might then hav e 
well faid, the firſt among women pO — 
« the ſecond” or third amongſt men, . 
laſt among his apoſtles and Jiſci ples, to aal dog 
« thou vouchſafeſt this. Be it 2 me, as it 
« ſeemeth meet and right unto thee; and accord- 

“ing to the good pleaſure of thy grace. - 
« heartily deſire to ſee my Loxp, and tobe pe 
<« fectly reconciled to him, and to be 125 
« comforted with the words of his 9 25 
« thy mercies, O Lorp, come alſo unto me, that 1 
* may live and keep thy word, preſuming — more 
„on my on ſtrength. Remember, I Y wie 
e thee,” all thy loving-kindneſſes and the 
« and effectual prayer, which thou didſt offer uh 
to the Father, and wherewith thou didſt on 
che cross intercede for the forgivenels of fin- 
„“ ners. Come, gracious Ixsus, if thou liveſt, 
and do not tarry. Thou art my only hope 
and the ſalvation of my ſoul. Since 
thou zliveſt, few © the light 'of ii roun- 
i terjance to me, and I foal | be whole and ſafe, 
© and ſhall be filled with the joy of thy reſurrec- 
tion at this holy ſeaſon.“ Such might have 
« been the language of his heart, amidſt his fur- 
prize, and Udirbts and wiſhes. But whether it 
was or not, behold the fame compaſſionate Lok p, 
who gave of old ſuch proofs of long ſuffering 
love to his people, ſoon preſents himſelf to him 
that ſeeks him, ànd runs after him, With wiſtiful- 
neſs and yet with doubts, to confirm his faith. 
kor he received him i in this anxiety and ſorrow of 

1 4 ſoul 
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ſoul to his forgiveneſs, mo aciouſly blotti 
out all the offences, which he 524 cowardly. _ 
mnred, againſt him thro” fear of man, and more 
ſtrongly. exciting him to a bold confeſſion and 
— love of his holy name. O the im- 
mens iguſneſs of 4 to be celebrated 
. F full of celeſtial. ſweetneis, and 
to he ſet ſernh to all the faithful throughout all 
— that they who have fallen ſnould not deſ- 
pair. af pardon, neither preſume, when made 
Poole, pon their, own ſtrength, nor fin tht, grace 
may ah 
4. 0. great and ſignal example 1 mercy, en 
4 this £0 in the perſon of St. Peter ; 3 whereat arch- 
$ ttiupph, angels rejoice, loft ſouls are glad 
921 "OL which.the flothful are ſtirred up to a holy 
g of . Jzsvs I. All faithful people do and 
vil = 2 0. a God for the great mercy 


e d for the exemplary. indulgence 
gien ppy Peter, now more perfectiy 
TR 1 ath of CMR 187, for the ſtrength- 


ening of his brethren. . O what à gracious and 
19 85 "conference did FN — with 
hey, he received. the, ſalutation of peace; 
| hoon oyful and quiet was his 27 upon 
; 15 blih hon ye ſweet ſpeech of FRAY 
Wo 7 5 5 A 8 25 5 85 the 
for 8 7 ation thy name, 
1255 abe didſt; vouch tale, this N and 
J to. declare unto the, Poor, Jorrov ful, ſeekers 
1 1 85 amigit . the and doubts. of, their 
Hearts, 5 AO, preyentingiy . meete/ 


| be) to manifeſt 
2 e for x e ad fl 
| the Joy in believing. ous: 
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pillar of the church would keep this day in re- 
—— and the great feſtival of the paſ- 

ver, on which he thus evidently ſaw the 
LorD reconciled to him and was abſolved from 
all offence thro' his free grace; as the church 
has ever ſince joyfully — this day of 
his manifeſting himſelf to her, riſen not only 
for his, but for her jufification. And now, O 
gracious 22 remember me, a poor and 
worthleſs ſinner, in this time of my affliction 
and deſolation, who have in evil works fre- 
quently denied thee. Caſt a look of grace on 
me alſo, that I may weep: bitterly for my of- 
fences againſt thee who haſk ſuffered for me; 
and when beſet with fears and doubts, may 
ſee. thee by faith reconciled unto me and coming 
unto me according to thy promiſe, and mani- 
fefted unto! my ſoul for my confirmation in the 
faith: and after my mournful baniſhment in 
this miſerable world, give me, in thy faithful - 
neſs and truth, thy ſaving and moſt ready help, 
on my being about to depart from this | bodi- 
ly tabernacle, wag conduct me ſafe to thy heaven. 
Open to ag O Log D CHRIST, the gate o 
dan rs y thy moſt ſatisfactory paſſion. and 
death, "which thou hatt promiſed unto all them 
that truly repent, unto 5 end of the world. 
Keep me from the wiles of the ancient adverſary, 
and reſcue me, who make my ptayer to thee, from 
the puniſhment and darkneſs of hell. For Gop 
has given thee for thy ſuffering of death all power 
in heaven and earth, all the kingdoms of the 
world and the keys ef heaven, to open to them 
that knock at the gate of life, who do repent 
with their whole heart, and with true faith turn 
unto GoD. Hear me, O moſt bleſſed Ixsus, 
49101 11 888 | thou 


thou . gracious * i. of e and 1. 
rious — of the whole earth, that I, wor- 
thily lamenting my ſins, may obtain of thes 
the free pardon, which thou, for thy. righteouſ- 
neſs ſake, graciouſly beſtoweſt on thy faithful 
people, and may ſee the felicity of thy choſen, 
and the light of thy countenance in all the glories 
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vai ag Mes! | 
Urn abou -my foul; to the + Ed 
thy Gop, with all thy heart, wih wee p- 
* — and faſting, for the remifſion/ of all 
thy ſins committed againit him, and for the 
omiſſion of thoſe good works thou oughteſt to 
bave done, and of the opportunities of ſervice 
vouchſafed thee! of GoD throughout thy life, 
even: unto this — hour, rending thy heart 
and not thy garments. For the humble prayer 
of faith and contrition of heart, weeping - _ 
Gghing for thy | daily: failings / antothpidety; an 
forall that are uin tribulation and are tempted 
and heavy-laden, are well- pleafing and accept- | 
able to Go by JE sUs CHRIST. It is a hot 
and pious work of love to intreat Gob for thy 
ſelf and thy neighbour; becaufe none is with 
out fin, none is without danger in this world. 
True peace and eternal reſt are onby 'in-bedVgwy 
in this our baniſhment there is frequent wail- 
ing and ſadneſs 3 in bell a fire, that is ' never 
quenched and —_— burnings. . To 'tliee 
08 therefore, 
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therefore, O Loxp. Goo, I pray wich my 
whole heart and voice and ſtrength, for the for- 
giveneſs of all the evil that I have done, in ever 
circumſtance and defect that has befallen me. 

I am indeed not worthy of the leaſt of all thy 
mercies : but thy ſword has awaked againit the 
ſhepherd, and been bathed in the blood of my 
ſurety ; let me therefore, the poor ſtray-/beep, 
go away acquitted. Thy. molt awful | juſtice 
has laid hold of the molt tender parent; let me, 
the helpleſs young eſcape. For J humbly plead 
before . thee, the great ſacrifice. of JꝝEsus, the 
high-prieſt, offered for me on the croſs; I ſhew 
forth to thee his meritorious death in my ſtead, 
this moſt, holy and efficacious peace-offering, 
equal to all the demands of thy vindictive law. 

And thou haſt faithfully promiſed me, that who- 
ſoever beligveth on bim ſhall. not periſh, but hath 
everlaſting life, and ſhall not come into condemna- 
tion. Loxp, I believe, help mine unbelief ; and 
let me alſo know the accompliſhment of the 
things thou haſt ſpoken. Receive through him 
my ſighs together with my ſincere intention 
and full purpoſe of amendment, with an entire 
reſignation of myſelf and of all that I have unto 
thee. Deſpiſe not thou the /ghing. of thy pri- 
ſaner appointed unto death, but fulfil the de- 
ſires of my heart, that I may now be counted 
worthy of thy calling, and to obtain thy grace 
and the pardon of all my ſins in this my pil- 
grimage, through the obedience and ſtrong 
cries and tears of thy moſt holy and only-begot- 
ten Son, IESsus CHRIST, ; Whoſe bead was in- 
deed a fountain of tears, and who out of ten- 
der pity moſt frequently, moſt profitahly and 
maſt fruitfully wept for us and for Wenn 
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e oor hearts in e wle G miſery. O pour 
on me the Spirit of hol mourning for the of. 
fences done by me wid others, which are ſo 
abominable to ! ek that thy Juſtice could not 
ſpare them in him who knew no fir, but was made 
in fon u; for the traſgreſſions which brought 
ſuch a fire of wrath on my Loxd Jxsus, and 
coſt him ſo dear to atone for. Let his gra- 
cious illuminations convince us of our common 
danger under the abiding of thy wrath, and of 
the tribulation and anger treaſured. up by - fin: 
ners againſt the day of the -revelation of thy right- 
au judgment; that,” all hardneſs and ftonyneſs 
of heart being removed, 1 may have a heart of 
fe and a deep Tehſibiliry of our common de- 
merits and perils, and of thy wondrous love to 
us in Onkrsr Jrsus, bleeding for us and dy- 
ing, that we, his enemies, might hve. O ſet 
rhvers-of waters flow in the dry ground of my 
heart, and make my flint-flone a ſpringing well; 
that I may, in the Preſent ſtate of thy church 
and of the world amidft thy judgments, fol- 
lo the bright examples of thy holy ſaints; and 
avoiding idle diſeourſe on worldly» affairs and 
beating/ a part in evil- ſpeaki ng" or in ridiculous 
and light . ov may NP in ſecret 
for my own — ly great falhbg ſhort of 
thy image; for my ba 1 artuce to my moſt 
tender hearted redeemer; for the coldneſs of 
my affection to thee and thy ways; for the 
tranſgreſſion of others againft' thee, by their 
ijufidelity, their hereſies, ſchilms and profane- 
nels, and be of the mourners that arc eomforted of 
thee, for Cnris7's fake. Amen. 
2. For had I a" clearer fight SP my fins, 1 
| 3 weep more © bitterly. for myſelf; 2 
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Ia full view of the wants of »9#bers, I ſhould with 
rears day and night make ſupplication for 
them. The ſame Spirit, who wrought in Jesvs 
to weep over Jeruſalem, if more in me, would 
give me the clearer view of the fad evils hang- 
ing over the heads of rebellious ſinners, and 
make me, like him, pour forth my tears for 
them. Je$vs too prayed in the mount, watch'd 
all night, wept often, never indulged _ vain 
laughter, nor uttered a light word. When 
falſly accuſed before the governor, he ſpoke 
with a ſoit and low voice, and in kind expreſ- 
ſion anſwered the ungodly. Mary alſo, the 
mother of JEsus, wept very bitterly at the 
paſſion and very grievouſly lamented. . Mary 
Magdalene wept very bitterly in the contrition 
of her heart for her ſins, even ſo as to waſh his 
feet with her ears; - moſt. ſweetly out of her 
ateful devotion for benefits received; moſt 
plentifully out of compaſſion for the ſorrows 
of CyrisT on her account; 'moſt fervently 
out of her contemplation and longing after 
celeſtial joys. St. Peter too wept with great 
ief at the remembrance of his paſt denials of 
2 Lok b, on his hearing of the cock - ctcowing 
in the night. For there aroſe, becauſe of the ſudden 
ſpeech of his great frailty, a long lamentation 
of his crime and a great compaſſion for the fail- 
ings of his bretbren. St. Paul wept very much 
for his former error in perſecuting the church, 
and conſenting to St. Stepben's death, and thro” 
tender pity for the exceſſes and falls of others, 
that acted after the manner of diſſemblers; 
being deſirous to turn all to the truth and ho- 
ly contrition for their ſins, and to draw them 
to be fervently zealous after all holineſs of con- 
VE 2 verſation 
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verſation and a perſeverance . in the imitation 
of JesUus. Nay, he wept. that; others ſhoul 
Weep for him, to diſcourage him from ſuffer- 
ing even death for the name of the Loxp IEsus. 
St. Jobn the apoſtle alſo wept moſt bitterly 
at the paſſion of Caz1sT, with Mary, the mo- 
ther of Jesus, condoling and aſſiſting her; 
as well, as for the errors and coldneſs of many, 
particularly for a certain youth ſeduced from 
the faith and again brought by his forrow- 
ful and affectionate exhortation to repentance, and 
cleanſed. _ | 7 
3. All the holy fathers too moſt bitterly 
wept for the evil works that had been 
done by them or by others in the world, as 
may be gathered from their writings; giving 
an example unto all that are turned to Gop, 
to confeſs their ſins. with godly ſorrow, for the 
preſerving and ſhewing forth a greater humi- 


_ - lityz thro? Gop's help never to repeat them, 


but daily to ſigh, weep and pray for all men in the 
faith of the promiſed mercy of Gop, through 
IEsus CHRIST, the. righteous. St. Auſtin in 
particular, a very deyout father, wept exceed- 
ingly at the hymns, pſalms and ſpiritual ſongs 
recited in the church, and was ſo much the 
more ferveatly carried up to heavenly things, 
as he the more early turned away his mind 


. from all earthy things. For we find it his 


conſtant cuſtom to bewail the adverſity of others, 
and to rejoice with them in their proſperity; 
to ſeaſon alſo the afflicted with the honey of 
charity and to relieve the poor. And there 
are others who have had a ſpecial grace from 
Gop in the gift of the ſpirit of holy mourn- 
ing and holy tears. Nay, every one, who. has 
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the ſpirit of ſupplication, has that of mourning 
too with a repentance unto life, at a ſight of 
him, whom his ſins have pierced; even they who 
now weep. not, but make a moc at the counſel of 
the poor, becauſe be putteth his truſt in the LogD, and 
looketh., for his bleſſing promiſed to them that 
nicurn, will alſo have their ſtubborn hearts 
like the elements, melted down into mourning, 
together with all the tribes of the earth at his 
coming in the, clouds, though it will be without 
any advantage to themſelves: becauſe then 
only ta ſuffer. increaſe of ſorrow and anguiſn 
for the loſs of glory, amidſt weeping and gnaſbing 
of teeth in hell for ever. O conſider, thou 
Chriſtian profeſſor, how much better it is in this 
view of things to be of the bleſſed that now mourn, 
and to be, like the holy Jzsus, a nan of ſorrows, 
that is to be comforted, and to return, like him, with 
everlaſting joy..on thy bead, with a crown of glad- 
neſs to Zion, than after idle mirth, which is like the 
crackling. of thorns, and after glorying in thy ſhame, 
to be doomed to weep and howl-without the leaſt 
glimpſe of the leaſt hope or joy for ever and 
ever. May ſuch be the language of thy heart and 
mine, May I ſow in tears ſo due to my own 
« ſins, and my falling ſhort of the love I owe to 
e thee; to the miſerable ſtate of others; and to thy 
7 bleeding crucifixion for me, that I may reap 
in joy at thy coming, ſweet JIxsus, and may 
« have my tears wiped away by thee, when thoſe 
{of e Goners ſhall firſt begs to flow”. 
en. 
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Oly and devout tears of faith, tho they 
can by no means, if they were equal to 
| the hrenn's vaſt meaſure, waſh 'away any part of 
the ſtain' of the leaſt ſin, are yet ſuch effects of 
grace, already received thro* CHRIST only, that 
they tend to carry on the work of faith with 
power, -to- repreſs the impetuoſity of carnal de- 
ſires ; to -extinguiſh.contentious paſſions, to mor- 
tify gluttonous appetites, to make us have a diſ- 
reliſh. for the pride of life. They avoid vain- 
talking, they as retirement, they love filence, 
they excite prayer, they drive away idleneſs, chat 
is ſo pernicious to the ſoul; neither can they 
aſſociate with falſhood, jeſt and wanton laughter, 
They are inſtrumental to ſtir a man up to ponder 
well the hour of death, the dreadfulneſs of future 
judgment, the pains or hell. They diſcharge 
the violence, and are the language of ſorrow; 
they are preparatory to his growth in grace; they 
ſhew his rocky heart ſmitten, his ſtruggles againſt 
the ſnares of the devil; they bring him out of 
the noiſe of the world, and manifeſt his longing 
after the kingdom of heaven. They ſhew his 
ſenſe of his paſt tranſgreſſions and his deſire to re- 
cover loſt fayour : they teach him to be upon his 
guard againſt the dangers that occaſioned them; and 
to abide ſtedfaſtly in his calling. They induce him 
to read and meditate on the book of life, and ſome, 
to write profitably, and all to pray frequently. 

r are a means in Gov's hands — preſerving 
1 bis bp ht the 
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the devout ſoul's humility, and teſtify his panting 
after glory. O gracious Jzsus, once à man of 
ſorrows, vouchſafe with the hand of thy power 
to ſtrike this rock of mine, that I may very often 
feel and carefully keep this grace of holy tears 
and godly ſorrow ; and when it is loft or weak, may 
regain it thro' true repentance, and by a ſpeedy 
ſeeking unto thee to find it. He, who deſires to 
have and to retain this gift, ought moſt ſtrictly to 
conſider his natural guilt and corruption, to take a 
cloſe view of the offences he has committed, of the 
great wickedneſs of the world, of his baſe ingrati- 
rude and rebellion in the face of ſuch repeated 
mercies, and inwardly to return thanks to Gop 
for his benefits to the church, to his nation and 
family, and deeply to humble himſelf before his 
Maker. This is as laborious and painful, as it is 
impoſſible to our nature, bur yet light and practi- 
cable to the child of Gop, thro' the grace of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; very fruitful” to him that does it; 
and laſtly, pleaſant to him in his death. Bleſſed 
therefore are they, who now mourn with com- 
punction of heart, becauſe, in thy world to come, 
they ſhall rejoice with angels amidſt everlaſting 
conlolation. Amen. © n 
F HAP. X. 
Of the tears of Ixsus over Lazarus. 

1. Athe gracious and holy fears of my Loxp Jz- 

sus CuRISx, lovingly poured forth out of 
his compaſſion, together with Mary and Marthaand 
other bewailing Jews, on the death of Lazarus, and 
teſtifying his mercies to us. May theſe help me in 
the drought of my heart, melt all the hardneſs of 
my breaff eſpecially in the place and at the time 
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into the heavenly Jeruſalem. Amen. 
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that I may be cleanſed thro thy ſufferings from all 


the pollations of my heart and mouth and life, whe- 
ther ſecretly or openly contracted; becauſe I very 
much repent of them. For the burden of them is 


intolerable ; and I grieve for theſe,O Lox p, day and 
night, morning and evening, as often as I re- 
member my wickedneſſes and thy great benefits, 


-which thou haſt mercifully and manifoldly be- 


ſtowed on me and on all mankind. Amen. 
| Of zhe tears of IEsus over Jeruſalem, 


2. Othe holy tears of my Lox D JESUS CurrsT, 
once ſhed forth out of thy ſtreaming eyes, thro thy 
great compaſſion for the overthrow and deſtruction 


of the perfidious city Jeruſalem; and, if unavailing 


to unbelievers, yet exceedingly agreeable and love- 
ly to me and all believing devout ſouls. I there- 
fore, hard-hearted, ſlothful and wretched man as 
Jam, who ſcarce ſhed a tear, do humbly pray thee, 
O Logo, that all theſe may be reckoned mine, 
that they may abundantly fall upon me through 
the apprehenſion of faith, and, together with the 
water and blood out of thy fide, waſh the face of 
my ſoul from all the filth of my fins, defiled with 
the many evil works I have done throughout my 


whole life; that I, being inwardly cleanſed thro' 


this purification, may be counted worthy to ſee 
the glorious countenance of the Father, with the 
holy angels in heaven. O the wiſh of my heart 


is, that thro? the interceſſion of my divine advo- 


cate for me, I may, after the ſorrows of this life, 
find great mercy from this juſt judge, my Loxp 
Jesvs CnRIST, and by his ſacred paſſion and obe- 
dience unto death, may alſo, after the general reſur- 
rection of the dead, be introduced with the elect 


3. 0 


and revolve in my mind the weepings and fighs 


= 7 

3. O let thy tears waſh not only my feet, which 
I have often ſpotted with evil thoughts and unſeem< 
ly affections, but alſo my hands and my head, hat is, 
evil words and works, for the remiſſion of all my 
daily ſins. O gracious Lox o, thou incarnate Word, 
be propitious unto me, blot out all my tranſgreſſions 
by thy molt bitter lamentations and moſt de- 
vout and ftrong prayers and cries: O moſt dear 
Saviour, ſuccour my ſoul in the laſt hour of my life, 
and come in the multitude of thy loving-kind- 
neſſes, and travelling in the greatneſs of thy 
ſtrength, to defend me againſt the fears of the 
enemies and the pains of death and hell, Anddo 
thou, O heavenly Father, remember the moſt 
precious blood and death of thy beloved Son, 
Jesvs CRISsT, who ſuffered and was pierced 
with a ſpear for me, a miſerable ſinner; and all 
the tears which he throughout his whole life ſhed 
for me; and have mercy on me in my laſt extre- 
mity, and ſighing out my ſoul to thee. Becauſe 
my great and only confidence is in the infinitely 
availing merits, in the unimpeachable righteouſneſs 
of thy Son, in whom thou, O moſt gracious, moſt 
faithful, moſt ſweetly forgiving Gop, art well- 
pleaſed. Amen. | A 

4. As often as I think of the tears of CHRIS 


of other ſaints, I am with the greateſt reafon con- 
founded, and exceedingly aſhamed in the preſence 
of Gop; and I judge myſelf moſt worthy of 
many ſtripes and rebukes, and am aſtoniſhed at 
my hard heartedneſs and at thy long- ſuffering to- 
wards me. Becauſe I am full of pains, and do 
not mourn ; wounded, and do not Jament ; ful 
of ſores, and do not ſigh ; polluted, and do not 
waſh ; poiſoned, and do not apply the medicine; 
weak and infirm, and do not in time ſeek to the 
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phyſician of my ſoul. Woe is me, that I am not 
ſo ſoon moved to tears, by the words and actions 
of Jas us, as excited to laughter by the ſtories of 
men! For I daily offend, and every moment, in 
ſome. reſpect go beyond my duty; and what I 
am bound to do 1 perform not, and yet I laugh. 
Woe is me ! that I, who have been guilty of ſpi- 
ritual adultery, do not fall low at the feet of ]e- 
sus, and don't weep thro* grief of heart, that I 
may with. Mary Magdalen be vouchſafed a par- 
don. O gracious IEsus, who didſt not condemn 
her, remember me in this hour of my diſtreſs, 
and pray for me to Gop with holy ſupplication, 
as long as 1 live in this frail body, and do in fo 
many things offend! Woe is me ! that I don't 
weep, with holy Peter, in the congregation, nei- 
ther in ſecret, when I hear the: cock crow aloud, 
or ſome kind birds in the field; friendly admoniſh- 
ing. me ſoon to riſe from my bed, and to pray for 
all my ſins and neglects, which I am both day 
and night guilty of in the world ! Woe is me! 
that I do not continually - grieve and weep with 
the bleſſed Paul for my evil deeds, knowingly or 
ignorantly done by me ; for which I ought always 
moſt bitterly. to lament, and ſigh, and fervently to 
Pray and patiently. and piouſly with faith to 
bear all adverſities and grievances, that befal me. 
5. Woe.is me! that I neither have ſought nor 
no ſeek ſtedfaſtly to imitate the faith and purity 
of the ſaints; nor even grieve ſo much for my un- 
cleanneſs, as thou didſt weep and grieve. for the 
fins of others. O holy and beloved Saviour, thou 
moſt faithful guardian of ſouls, with an humble 
voice and wounded heart, I beſeech thee to grant 
me in this troubleſome life, and amidſt the dan- 
gers of death to ſtand by faith, near thy croſs, as 
St. Jobn did, weeping for mine offences, which 
; brought 
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brought thee there, that the malignant enemy 
may not prevail againſt me in that ſad agony 
but that I may be ut in the faith, and hum- 


bly put my whole truſt ip thy atoning paſſion and 
thy accepted merits, and not arrogantly in myſelf, 
not even in the graces of my new, much leſs in 
the workings of my old nature. Thy devout 
interc:ſion and thoſe moſt holy and loving fears, 
which thou didſt often in thy moſt bitter paſſion 
ſhed for me, with deep /ghs and ęgroans, have 
not flawed out in vain before Gop, bur 
have truly profited the whcle world,” and me eſ- 
pecially : and let them ſtill profit me in my 
neceſſity; let them ſtill be, thro' faith, applied to 
the healing of the offences of my heart, and teach 
me alſo daily to weep and condole and remember 
the paſſion of my Tonv Jzsus CHRTsT, and 
frequently to ſigh for my great tranſgreſſions, and 
to pray without ceaſing for the remiſſion of them. 
O gracious JIEsus, I wiſh to bathe my ſoul in the 
ſtream of thy tears, poured forth in the fervour 
of the Holy Spirit for me, as well as in the water 
out of thy de, that it may be diſſolved into ſe- 
rious and godly ſorrow and weeping for thy Toft 
favour, that all the ſpots of my -paſt and daily 
offences, ſince my baptifm, may be waſhed away 
in the holy water thus ſhed for me, and be 
cleanſed, wiped out and made white as ſnow ; and 
that I, being born again thro? thy heavenly waſhing; 
in what the water of Jordan denoted and in which 
thou didſt ſea/to me an intereſt in thy holy /aver, may 
be renewed and formed anew unto all good Works 
in thee. So that, being purely wafhed and clean- 
ſed from all my offences, I may, thro* thy power- 
ful interceſſion, find all my life-time mercy and 
grace in thy ſight ; and at my death, may with 
thy ſaints, obtain everlaſting glory by 'thee, © 
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Loxp Jesvs Cux sr, vho liveſt and reigneſt with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt now and ever. Amen. 
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72 . 
Of the appearance of Cx 13T in the form of a ſtran- 
ger, vo the twodilciples, in their way to Emmaus, 


1. 1 Bleſs and thank thee, OLoxp Jesvs CHRIST, 
who art the way, the trulb and the Jife, 
our ſalvation and redemption, who wilt not break 
the bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoaking flax, for 
thy kind appearance in the form of a ſtranger to 
thy two doiples, as they walked in the way ; af- 
ſuming the habit of an unknown 7raveller, that 
thou mighteſt bring back the ftraying ſheep 
to the heavenly Jeruſalem, and mighteſt with thy 
gracious viſit perfectly inſtruct and bleſs them 


with the knowledge of thee. For thou didſt fitly 


take this form to them, who were ſtrangers to thy 
dignity, as well as to teach us, that thy fir coming 
2 grace to the ſoul, as it is canperſant about thee, 
is alſo like one, that is as a ſtranger to it, and whom 
it knows not. But tho* they were ſuch, as thy 
true diſciples irt are, yet how amiably didſt thou 
Join thyſelf to them in, the way; ſhewing how 
certainly thou manifeſteſt thyſelf to them who 
walk, if but weakly, in the way; who are much 
2 for thy 1 and with ſome expreſ- 
0 


of their hopes diſcourſe of thy good actions 


and holy words and miracles; not of the vanities 


and trifles of this periſhable world: tho? they little 
think that thou art then with them. But becauſe 
they as yet doubted of thy reſurrection, that was 


now accompliſhed, and did not believe any thing 


far certain of the report of others, and of the viſion 
of the angels, they, until the truth ſhould be 
_ TT more 
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more clearly made known to them, were 
ſorrowfully queſtioning among themſelves, as ſuch 
ſeekers of CHRIST riſen for their juſtification, 
to be the reftorer of his Jrael, will be. And 
who could better teach them and ſatisfy them 
about the things they then doubted of, than thou, 
O good maſter, the way, the truth and the life, 
by openly diſcovering thyſelf to them; and by 
giving them a ſignal evidence of thyſelf in the 
breaking of bread ? And ſoit was, For preſently, 
upon thy drawing near and accompanying them, 
as if thou hadſt been a ranger and unacquainted 
with it, thou didſt queſtion of them the cauſe of 
their great heavineſs, and what oppreſſed them, ſay- 
ing, What manner of communications are theſe, that ye 
have one 10 another, as ye walk and are ſad # 
] praiſe thee therefore, and exceedingly. glorify 
thy ſweet name for thy familiar conference- with 
thoſe t2wo diſciples, as they journeyed with grief of 
heart, and much troubled for all that was done unto 
thee, in thy paſſion and condemnation unto death z 
comforting and moſt excellently inſtructing them 
concerning thyſelf by reaſonings and authorines 
out of holy ſcripture, contained in the /aw and 
the pſalms and the prophets. Whereby thou wouldft 
ſnew, how thou ſtill by the word of thy teſtimony 
guideſt the meek enquirers after thee in judgment, 
and learneſt them thy way, uſing every part of 
the ſcriptures, as a lattice, to ſhew thyſelf by. I 
praiſe and return thanks to thee, O moſt meritori- 
ous Jesvs, for the ſeveral words, typic perſons and 
things then treated of and expounded, and clear- 
ly ſet forth by thee ; which were before obſcure to 
their un-enlightened minds, and wrapped up in 
various figures, and open to none but thoſe, from 
whoſe hearts the veil is taken away. | 
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2.” Lbleſs thee, O moſt holy Jzsvs"Crx ISN 

thou teacher of teachers, and framer of all the laws 
and ſtatutes and ſhadowing types, who ohce didſt 
open the mouths, and didft now thyſelf condeſcend, 
for an example of thy giving ſtrength to the weak, 
to unlock the hidden thingsof the ſcripture to babes 
and to the unlearned, that they might diſcern and 
believe thee in all thy words and works: O with 
what great joy were their mouths filled whilſt 

thou ſpakeſt l and with how great delight were the 
hearts of the cold diſciples fired, whilſt thou 
didſt unfold the veils of the divine writings, and 

ſhewed them how thy revelation and creation 
ſet thee forth to the eye of faith ! Becauſe there is 
none amidſt the legiſlators: and interpreters. of 
myſteries like unto thee, the inſtructor of hoſe, 
and the author and finiſher of 7he/e. O how light 
didſt thou make the way to them, how gladſome 
the hour, how pleafant the day, unto the evening, 


till chou didſt enter the houſe with them, and they 


ſpread the table for thee! O how earneſtly 
did they requeſt thee to ſup with them, proving 
how much they both day and night long for thy 
abiding preſence, whoſe hearts thy words have 
reached and enlightenꝰd: and how de ſiroi s were they 
of hearing ſtill many more excellent things all the 
night long! For why? Becauſe never man upon earth 
ſpake ſo excellently as this ranger ſpeaks. © No 
& prophet,” nor king, nor prieſt, nor Levite, nor 
% any of the ſons of the prophets, who in thy 
« ſtrength wrought wonders and taught divine 
< truths; none of the ſaints, nay not all the 
„ choir of angelt, O ſtranger, can be compared 
„to thee for teaching, fo accompanied is thy 
„word with "power. © And therefore, we pray 
„ thee, maſter; abide with us: it is late, don't go 
+ .any farther, becauſe , is toward, "oy 
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„% and the day is far ſpent. Speak ſtill 
further to us, we don't loth neither ſleep under 
<« thy teaching, but we willingly hear thee, and 
«. defire to do what thou ſpeakeſt. For thy 
. Words are ſweeter than the honey and the honey- 
* comb, and more precious than gold and ſilver, 
« and all things that are to be deſired cannot be 
*« compared with them. Is this then, believing 
ſoul, thy language? Ol wiſh I had then been 
<<. prefent, and had walked ſecretly with Jxsus 
e by his fide, or had followed him behind, and 
e had cautiouſly attended to all the words of m 

„ Lokxp Jesus CHRIST, and had diligently hid. 
den in my heart the things that I had heard, 
that I might frequently have meditated on 
them, and always have made a holy progreſs, 
and have guarded againſt every idle word that 
* would be hurtful to me in converſation with 
% men.“ Be comforted, O my ſoul, that 
CarisT is ſtill manifeſt to thee by his word : he 
{till joins himſe lf to thee, and walks with thee by 
the way, to open thy underſtanding and to ex- 
plain to thee the myſteries of his grace, tho' at 
firſt as one unknown to thee, and to inflame thy 
heart with the love of him: ſo as to make thee 
preſs him to abide with thee. And what is not 
permitted me to enjoy in the body with thee, O 
Lorn, grant me to obtain ſpiritually from thee, 
either in public or in private; either in retirement 
or at my labours; either alone or with my com- 
panions. Whilſt I meditate on thy paſſion and 
thy promiſed reſurrection, and the things reported 
of thee by thy ſervants, be thou in truth joined 
to me, that I may have thee always as preſent 
before my eyes, and ſeeing all things, and walk- 
ing with me in the way, and ſcattering every 
2252 5 | doubt, 
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doubt, and confirming my faith in thy reſurrec- 
tion for my Juſtification, and abiding with me, 
and inſpiring me with thy manifold good gifts 
and graces, who liveſt and reigneſt with the Fa- 
ther and the FEY Ghoſt now and ever. Amen. 
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* the manifeſtation which CunIsT eg bim- 
of Jeif in breaking of bread. ta 


1 Bleſs — thank thee, O Lond Ixsus Cun IST, 
thou bread of life, the ſweet gueſt of my 

' foul, and heavenly giver of grace, for thy ado- 
rable condeſcenſion and friendly eating with 
thy two diſciples,. who with affectionate ſpeech 
invited thee, with prayers intreated thee, and 
indeed. conſtrained thee to enter the houſe, 
unwilling to £0 in and ſit om: to meat with- 
ou therefore, O gracious and 

meek Lozp, ſuffering thyſelf to be overcome 
by their importunate endeavours to detain 
thee,” didſt enter in to ſup with them and to 
diſcourſe ' unto them of the delightful myſte- 
ries of thy love: and being not perfectly known 
to them, thou didſt, after thy uſual manner, 
take bread from the table in thy hands, and 
didſt bleſs it with thy ſacred mouth, as thou 
waſt wont before to do in the preſence of thy 
diſciples ſitting at meat. Then alſo breaking the 
myſtic bread and eating, thou didſt with joy de- 
liver it, and with it thyſelf, unto them whom thou 
hadſt #7 inſtructed in thy faith, giving to them, 
as to beloved friends, the firf ſacred pledges 
yo" oa love after thy reſurrection; to 7 5 
chat 
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that thou wouldſt in the like ſacrament give 

thyſelf, as having ſuffered and riſen for us, to 

thoſe who are taught of thee in thy truth; and 

that they as readily receive thee. And ſtraight- 

way their eyes were opened, by a manifeſtation 

of thy divine power in the breaking of the bread, 
and in the excellent taſte of thy graciouſ- 
neſs, and as a token of thy friendſhip to them 

and to all the faithful, who do verily and indeed 

receive thee ; increaſing and eſtabliſhing” their 

faith and filling them with hope, and diſpenſing 
new gladneſs to them ; for then they knew thee, 
as believing communicants do. O how joy- 
ful was the ſupper after the taſte of the bread of 
communion with the body of ' Jzsvs, bleſſed by 
the mouth of this God ; after this lovely ma- 

nifeſtation of their Saviour to them, with all 
the wounds he had ſuffered” for their offences, 

to be their peace. But alas! how ſhort was 
his ftay in fo gladſome a ſeaſon, ſo ſweet a 
ſupper, even like that of a way-faring man. For 
be vaniſbetbh out of their fight, as he ſtill at times 
does, after a more perfect manifeſtation of 
him in grace, from the fight of faith. O the 

changes of the right hana of the moſt High, here 

a little and there a little! For nothing is du- 

rable under heaven, through the inconſtan- 

cy of our hearts, but the true and eternal joys 

of the ſaints in heaven. Whither goeſt thou 

* then, © Logp? why didſt thou fo quicks 

| ? retire and leave them? Do not wonder, 

© do not fret. I know what I have done, I 

© know what I am about to do. I have other 

« ſheep beſides theſe to viſit, comfort and 

* ſtrengthen in the faith. Theſe too expect 

* me and long greatly to ſee me. I go _ 
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“fore to them as I promiſed, that they may 
“ ſee me and rejoice, and have no further doubt 
concerning my words. I will ſhew them 
e my wounds, that ſeeing theſe evident marks 
„ of me, they may firmly believe me; that 
<<. they may never. adhere to any human rea- 
s ſonings againſt my reſurreqtion, nor con- 
tradict my power. For all things are poſ- 
ſible unto me, and the elements which the Gen- 
files ſerve are ſubject to my nod. Beſides by 
this means my frrergth, which I. have now given 
you, will be put in exerciſe amidſt the convic- 
tions of your own weakneſs, and your defires 
drawn out after repeated enjoyments of me in 
my ordinance 37 wherein I will meet you and 
be known unto you.” | 63 io en en ag) 
2. I praiſe and glorify thee, O moſt ſweet Je- 


sus, for all thy wonderful works and ſweet 


words, and for thy joyful appearances to thy 
diſciples, diſperſed in divers places; becauſe 
thou waſt unwilling to leave them comfortleſs, 
who very frequently grieved and wept for thee. 
For they, through thy grace working in them, 
expreſſed their affection for thee and loved to 
ſee thy face, to converſe with thee, to walk 
with thee, to ſail with thee, to lodge with 
thee, to eat and drink with thee, to watch and 
pray with thee, to ſleep with thee, to riſe, with 
thee, and . readily to obey the commands of 
thy mouth. When alſo thou didſt paſs on the 
ſabbath: thre? the corn, they with bare feet and 
faſting chearfully followed thee, and when for- 
ced by hunger, plucked a few ears of corn, which 
they, were allowed to do. It is a pleaſure 
to think on and diligently obſerve theſe things; 
to my ſhame and grief indeed, A. and 
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flothful as 1 am in following of thee, but to 
thy honour, O good Jxsus, and to the com- 
mendation of thy diſciples: to whom, as St. 
Mark teſtifies, thou ſpakeſt, exhorting them, 
when fatigued, to a moderate reſt and "refreſh- 
ment after their labours and ſweat. Becauſe 
as a ben is wont to gather her chickens under ber 
wings, Cheriſhing them from the cold and rain 
and heat, and protecting them from becoming 
a prey to the ravenous kite and from the bite 
of the dog, ſo haſt thou gathered together 
thy little ones, deſpiſed by the world, but be- 
loved by thee, ſaying, „come ye apart inio a 
© deſert place, where you may not ſee the va- 
6“ nities of the world nor hear any diſtract- 
« ing noiſe or tumult, and reſt ye à While in 
the ſweet and calm meditation of divine things, 
« and in a happy forgetfulneſs of the vain 
things of this tranſitory life.“ Now there- 
fore I beſeech thee, O moſt loving Jesvs, thou 
viſitor of the infirm, and comforter of the 
ſtrangers expelled from the delights of para- 
diſe, that thou wouldſt be pleaſed to viſit me 

in the da 1 of my tribulation or anxiety, and 
to ſup with me and to vouchſafe me to ſup with 
thee, and amidſt my grief at thy death or being 
taken away for my offences, to manifeſt thy- 
ſelf in grace to me in the breaking of bread : that 
my eyes 5 being opened, 1 may by thy divine ope- 
ration ſee thee and know thee and the power of 
thy reſurrection, either when ſinging with a 
dry heart in the choir or praying in the cloſet, 
or at the ordinary times of my refreſhment, bring- 
ing me quickly back to what concerns the in- 
ward man, by the ſacred words of thy moutn, 


ſweeter than all earchy delicates. So that may 
receive 
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receive them, as if they had juſt then deſcend- 
ed to me from heaven, and may diſcern thee 
moſt comfortably ſpeaking to my ſoul, con- 
firming my faith in thy death and reſurrection 
for me, and in the promiſes which are given 
me in thee, that I might alſo be a partaker of the 
divine nature. 6; 

3. Open unto me a clear underſtanding in the 
obſeurer places of holy writ, that I may ſee thee 
in them; and inflame my heart with the fire of 
thy Jove, by -the plain and devout ſentences of 
thy word, as thou didſt ſet thy iwo diſciples all 
on fire with thy appearance and diſcourſe ; who 
being alike refreſhed in the way with the word of 


4 Gop and with meat, ſaid, with thankſgiving, 


Did not our bearts burn within us? while be talked 
with us by the way, and while be opened to us the 
Pure. Theſe are moſt ſweet and devout words, 
which every Chriſtian will gladly join in, confeſſing 
it is ſo with his heart, while CnRISs r ſtill ſpeaks to 
him in his courſe by his word, and while he by his 
miniſtry opens and lets him into the ſpirit of the 2 
tures: and that ſuch may, they are rehearſed in the 


church, eſpecially on the paſcbal days and ſome feſti- 


vals of the ſaints, with devout minds and joyful voi- 
ces to the praiſe of the power of Jz$8vs, and in re- 
membrance of the diſciples receipt of the heaven- 
ly flame. O moſt holy Advocate, remember not 
my great unfruitfulneſs and coldneſs under thy 
word; but graciouſly. intercede with the Father 


for me, and for the forgiveneſs of my negligences, 
as long as I am a pilgrim and ſtranger in the 


earth, becauſe I am ſtill vexed with various paſ- 
Lions and luſts warring againſt me within and 


without; leſt I ſhould be overcome of evil ſpirits, 
and be deprived of the eternal joys promiſed 
- to 
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to thy ſervants in heaven; joys which ought to 
ſtir me up, courageouſly to reſiſt all corrupt in- 
clinations and thoughts of 'the heart by devout 
ers and holy meditations on thy life and paſ- 
ſion, by reflecting every day on one particular, at 
leaſt, of thy ſo many wounds and forrows, O my 
Lord J=svs CHRIST crucified for me; whoſe 
Aripes are the medicines of my ſoul, and whoſe 
golden wounds are its ſhields againſt the fiery darts 
of the enemy, Let the bleſſed effects of holy 
converſation and communion excite me to both. 
Make me ſo to ſee thee in the ſcripture, ſo to 
hear thee by faith, that my heart may burn with- 
in me with the love of thee. Be thou made known 
to me alſo in the breaking of bread, nor let me deſpair 
of thy love, though thou, for my profit, for a while 
withdraweſt thy comfort,to make me the more fer- 
vently to ſeek thee in thine ordinances; and 
be thy divine protection over me at all times 
and in all places, together with the fellowſhip 
and aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, till J ſhall fee 
thy face, and be ever with thee. Amen. 


— * — — 
CHAP. XIII. 


Of the appearance of Cuz1sT to the diſciples in 
8 , when it was late, and the doors were 
ur, 


. Bleſs and thank thee, O Lond Jzsvs CRRIST, 
thou true peace of the le, the hope of 
the juſt, the joy of devout fouls been together 
in one body, thou comforter of the contrite and 
viſitor of thoſe that look for thee, for thy glo- 
rious and miraculous appearance to thine apoſtles, 
aſſembled 
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aſſembled when it was now late, none opening or 
knocking, and when for the guard of the houſe, 
as well as through fear of the Jews, the doors 
and windows were moſt ſtrongly ſhut. Sd that 
thy appearance and entrance might be truly and 
certainly ſnewn to be wrought by divine power 
alone, and not by human ſtrength or craft, neither 
artfully deviſed by ſome diabolic deluſion. For 
thou art the true Gop, who deceiveſt not, but 
doſt abhor and, puniſh deceivers. Thou art om- 
nipotent, and therefore that, which thou wilt, on 
a ſudden comes to paſs. But the ſimple and de- 
vout, ſuch as were the apaſtles and other diſciples 
aſſemhled in the inner chamber, thou didſt viſit, 
comfort and benevolently ſalute, ſayiag, Peace be 
unio qt is I; be not afraid. By which thou 
wouldſt, encourage the aſſembling of thy people 
in every age, who have ſeen thee ſet forth cruci- 
fed for their ſin, and have a withdrawing 
of grace for | their offences, and mourn. under it 
amidſt hopes and fears; ſhewing it is when they are 
aſſembled, and when the doors of their hearts and 
the windows of their eyes are ſhut againſt outward 
"ings; that thou by the word of thy mouth 
ſpeakeſt peace to their troubled ſpirits, allayeſt their 
fears, reproveſt their unbelief, and confirmeſt 

their faith, and inflameſt their love. I praiſe and 
honour thee for this thy ſo ſweet and pacific ſalu- 
tation of them after their ſo great tribulation and de- 
jection, and I applaud thee for this joyful viſion, 
which thou didſt afford them after their ſogreat trou- 
ble and terror. For they then juſtly needed, as 2 
ſons in like ſituation do now, to be viſited, comfort- 
ed, ſtrengthened and ſaluted anew, who had fallen 
into ſuch, great .tribulations and trials, as 
they, had never before experienced. So that 1511 
bold 5 N , 
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all, as Heep of the flock upon the ſhepherd's be- 
ing taken and killed, fled away, and were ſcat- 
tered here and there, did mourn and were afraid; 
and at laſt, when it was late, had with difficulty 
aſſembled themſelves in one place, and taken 
reſt. | | 

2. J praiſe and exceedingly exalt thy ſweet 
name, O moſt gracious Jesvs, above all that 
are in heaven and in earth, becauſe thou didſt 
deign to come this day to thy fugitive and fearful 
apoſtles, diſcontented and ſorrowful, diſtruſt- 
ful and doubting thy words, often aforetime ſpoken 
to them by thee; whom now thou, amicably ad- 
dreſſing them with thine own mouth, didſt in an in- 
effable manner make glad: becauſe thou didſt al- 


ſo immediately ſhew unto them, as thou now ſhew- 


eſt in the congregation to the eye of faith in thy 
myſteries, the evident ſigns of thy paſſion in thy 
hands and feet and holy fide, and didſt hereby take 
away all fear and diffidence from them; as thoudoſt 
now from thoſe; who thus by faith b2bo/d thee riſen; 
and then didſt taſte the honey-comb and part of the 
broiled fiſh, to ſet forth thy enjoyment ot the ſeoeets. 
neſs of the word incarnate, and thy receiving a nature 
emerged out of a ſea of troubles, and prepared 
for thee in a fire of wrath = trat they and we 
might partake of the ſame. Therefore, that they 
might eat and rejoice with thee, thou didſt reach 
theſe out to them, as thou doit thy myſteries to us, 
with thy glorious hand. At the feaſting of the 
body thou didſt utter ſacred ſentences out of the 
ſcriptures, as yet by thy miniſters; thou didſt 
ſolve doubts, clear up obſcure paſſages, enlighten 
the underſtanding, kindle their affection, and teach 
and reveal to them whatever was neceſſary and ſalu- 
tary for them: in order to ſhew the graces youch- 

| A a ſafed 
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faked thy communicants. Moreover, upon the 
pronouncing of peace to them by the word of thy 
mouth with the celeſtial benediction, they rejoiced 
with exceeding great joy on the ſight of the 
Lord their Gop, more than the three Magi once 
did, upon ſeeing the ſtar in heaven; all fears and 
doubts being now entirely driven away from them, 
Soon after too thou the bi/hop of our fouls, who didſt 
not glorify thyſelf to be made à prieſt, nor aſſume 
this honour to thyſelf, and who ſendeſt forth thy ſer- 
vants and labourers, didſt by outward call and ap- 
pointment ordain them to the ſolemn apoſtolic func- 
tion in theſe comprehenſive words, As the Father bath 

ſent me, EVEN $0 /end I you. And to quality them 
for the apoſtle- ſhip, to ſtrengthen them in the work 
of the miniſtry againſt all unbelieving adver- 
faries, and to inveſt them with the powers ne- 
ceſſary for the proof of their miſſion to the 
nations from the Gop of heaven, thou did{t 
breathe unto them the grace of the Holy 
Ghoſt, ſaying, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt : as 
a demonſtration of the Spiru's accompanying 
the miniſtry of thoſe, who ſhould: have the like 
call and appointment by thy apoſtles and their 
ſucceſſors, acting in thy name, to the end of the 
world; they being ſent of thee ſo to ordain ober-, 

even as thou wait ſent of the Father to ordain 
them, Then to command further reſpect unto their 
preaching with the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from 
heaven, thou didſt vouchſafe to add his ſeal to 
their commiſſion, I boſe- ſocver fins ye remit, they 
are remitted unto them ; and whoſe-ſoever fins ye re- 
tain, they are retained. O what a truly great gift 
is beſtowed on the apoſtles by the inſpiration of 
the Holy Ghoſt! by Caz1sr raiſed again from the 
dead, by the Glory of the Father ; that they were 
| not 
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not only bleſſed with perſonal mercies and peace 
for themſelves, and abſolved from all their paſt 
ſins, but alſo were inveſted with what was pecu- 
liar to their public character, with power to ab- 
ſolve, as well as to declare the abſolution of Gop 
to others, that truly repent and unfeignedly be- 
« lieve the goſpel”, and to reject the unworthy, 
and to bind up the guilty'! O how glorious the 
day, how happy the evening in which Jzsus 
came to the apoſtles with ſuch great glory and 
gladneſs, filling them with heavenly bleſſings, 
who abide under the diſcipline of Gob, and ma- 
king them public heralds of his love to the 
world! 

3. Some might enquiring ſay, Would not the 
beloved Thomas have wiſhed and been happy that 
ehe had been there.” But why reaſon we concern- 
ing what might have been done ? All things ate 
beſt done, as they were done by the Logp. For 
who has known thy mind, O Lorp ; or who has 
been thy counſellor ? Shall we ſay, * Why, good 
« Tesvs, didſt thou thus, and didſt not wait a 
« little till Thomas returned?“ And ſhould the 


clay queſtion with the potter ? Truly now I know 


and believe that thou haft permitted all things to 
be done in truth, and conſequently with judg- 
ment and juſtice. For nothing is done on earth 
without cauſe; but many underſtand not thy 
works. This therefore did not happen by any 
ſuppoſed chance, that Thomas ſhould be abſent, 
when thou cameſt and didſt appear to the apoſtles; 
But thou graciouſly didſt this in thy all- wiſe diſ- 
penſation, becauſe thou didſt certainly foreſee 
that many advantages would ariſe from it. On 
this account one doubted, that many might be 
grounded and eſtabliſhed in the faith; one ſo 
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long erred, and being inſtructed ftood corrected, 
that innumerable others from his converſion and 
evra might come to a greater and clearer 
owledge of the trutb. 

4. There are many things indeed above the per- 
ception of men, which becauſe of the height of di- 
| vine underſtanding cannot he perfectly comprehend- 
ed bythem. Let none therefore deſpair, when tempt- 
ed to doubt concerning matters of faith; but 
let him firmly reſt on the ſacred words of ſcrip- 
ture. For Gop has left to us a {ure ground to hope 
for his help and ſalvation z many examples of ſaints 
and greatteachers, who have alſo doubted in impor- 
tant articles. But being guided in judgment through 
him, who teaches the meek, they have been {et 
right, and have afterwards exceedingly profited 
many others. How adorable is the LORD Jzsus! 
he deſpiſes none, rejects none, and he, who comes 
with a ſingle heart, is taught by him in his truth, 
and is not deceived. But what things are too 
high for thee, are to be left to him that clearly 

Eknoweth all hidden things, and rightly diſpoſes 
thoſe things, which are unknown to men. Let 
not therefore the ignorant be troubled concerning 
the dealings of Jzsus with his diſciples, nor let 
him be incenſed againſt the holy apoſtle, who was 
ſo ſlow to believe: becauſe what happened by 
'Goy's permiſſion to him might have happened to 
any other amongſt us. I beſeech thee now there- 
fore, O moſt merciful Jssvs CRRNISTH, thou 
viſitor of thoſe that are in ſecret, thou ſtrengthener 
of the fearful, and the inſtructor of youn — and 
men, viſit me alſo in my retiremen 176 the 
world, when ſeeking thee in my cloſet, when 
-ſtudying or writing of thee, or when ſinging and 


Praying in the church. O thou, who ſtandeſt 1 
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the door and knockeſt, and alone openeſt to | be- | 
lievers the gates of eternal life, enlighten}. the 
darkneſs of my mind, put to flight the devil that 
tempts me, drive away the various imaginations 
that ruſh in upon me; that the door of my heart 
and the eyes of my mind may be barred againſt 
all but thee in thy congręgation. Come thou al- 
ſo to me ſecretly, and by the in-dwelling preſence 
of thy grace pour peace and gladneſs into my - 
heart, and ſhew me in the ſpirit of faith thy 
ſacred wounds, which thou didſt ſuffer for me 
on the croſs, and with which thou didſt redeem 
me from eternal death; dying out of true love 
for my offences, and riling again for my juſtifica- 
tion. Let me never preſume to take the honour 
of thy miniſtry to myſelf, or uncalled by thee 
and thine ordinances, and never thruſt myſelf in- 
to the holy office. But let thy Holy Ghoſt ever 
accompany them, who are or ſhall be called to mi- 
niſter for edification in truth and love; and make 
me in faith and true repentance reverently to re- 
ceive thy abſolution from thy embaſſadors, and 
fear to have my ſins deſervedly retained by thy 
ſtewards below, that having my ſins looſed on 
earth, according to thy goſpel, I may find them 
according to thy promiſe looſed in heaven on thy 
appearing, and enjoy with thee eternal peace. 
Amen. | 


** 


HAP. XIV. 
Of the appearance of CHRIST to St. Thomas the 
apaſtle, after eight days. | tho 
Bleſs and thank thee, OLox o Ixsus CnRIST, 


thou author of life, and the beſtower of 
A a 3 pardon, 
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pardon, thou infuſer of grace and the promiſer 
of future glory with the holy angels in eternal 
bleſſedneſs, for thy kind appearance a ſecond time 
to all thy apo/tles, when Thomas the apoſtle, 
as yet faithleſs and doubting, was preſent, to 
bring him to the true and right belief of thee by 
the fight and touch of thy glorious body, adorn, 
ed with the holy prints of thy fve wounds, thoſe 
evident remembrancers of thy moſt holy paſſion 
for our ſalvation, I praiſe and honour thee for 
thy joyful ſalutation and manifeſtation of thyſelf 
with the heavenly benediction, with which thou 
didſt bleſs thine apoſtles ; ſaying to them with thy 
holy mouth and joyful countenance, (to ſhew 
what thou giveſt and enforceſt to the 4iſbops and 
prieſts and members of thy church in every age, to 
whom thou art manifeſt,) Peace be unto you, 
© that peace I ſuffered to make, I am riſen to dif- 
c penſe. I praiſe and glorify thee, Jesvs CHRIST, 
thou moſt reverend Maſter and Lok p, for thy 
very friendly annuntiation of peace, and for thy 
venerable ſtanding in the midſt of thy diſciples, 
reſerving them from the fear of the Fewws. Be- 
cauſe as a good ſhepherd ſtands in the midſt of his 
ſheep, to defend them from the jaws of the wolves, 
ſo thou ſtandeſt with thy apoſtles in the evil days, 
comforting and fortifying them againſt all the 
adverſity and ſuffering, that awaited them, for the 
kingdom of heaven. 

2. And as a powerful king and noble prince 
ſtands in the midſt of his people, holding a ſpear 
and ſhield againſt the darts of the enemies, brave- 
ly encouraging his ſoldiers to the battle, either to 
conquer or die valiantly ; ſo didſt thou alſo, O 
moſt valiant :Jzsvs, thou potent warrior againſt 

gevils and perverſc men, ſhewing thy preſence % 
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be with thy people in a/! time of their troubles, 
ſtand in the midſt of thy diſciples, clothed with a 
garment of delight and with the armour of im- 
mortality; retaining, for a demonſtration of thy 
being truly the ſame who was crucified, the prints 
of thy paſſion, as holes in the ſhield-of thy body, 
whereby thou didft defeat the princes of this 
world, and the rulers of darkneſs, in order to 
ſtrengthen thy apoſtles in the faith, to animate 
their hope, and to kindle up their love ; who be- 
fore were very much dejected at the ſight of thy 
paſſion and croſs, of the death and burial of thy 
body, firmly ſhut up in a hard rock. For perceiv- 
ing then ſo many bands and figns of death upon 
thee, thy apparent weakneſs was a hindrance to the 
faith, which one would have thought ſhould have 
faiſed thy mighty works. But ſuch is the hard- 
neſs of our hearts, that they of themſelves could 
not riſe to this faith, till thou viſeſt to them, 
ſenſe and carnal reaſoning binding us up in unbe- 
lief z nor can men yet readily believe the reſur- 
rection to new lite, or CHRISTT“'s riſing with grace 
to them, when he has withdrawn himſelf for their 
ſin's ſake. Therefore, leſtthybeloved diſciples ſhould 
deſpair, being not as yet fully inſtructed and root- 
ed in the faith, thou diſt viſibly appear ro them, 
as ſince in thy word to thy people, with the 
wounds of thy ſacred and glorious body, mira- 
culouſly left in thee for a teſtimony of thy true 
reſurrection, that they might believe, and not at all 
doubt ot thy appearing : ſaying to them all, and 
eſpecially to Thomas, as thou ſtill ſpeakeſt to ſouls 
that doubt the riſing of thy love upon them, Han- 
„ dle me, and fee that I am the ſame Jzs8us 
„ CarisT, who hung on the croſs for you, and 
on the third day roſe again by my divine pow- 
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* er, as I fore-told unto you, but ye did not then 
* underſtand. Look therefore now at my hands 
„ and my feet and my fide, pierced for you; and 
* more particularly conſider the five wounds of 
* my paſſion,” that you may meditate on them day 
e and night, and fee with how great love I have 
loved you, and what great things 1 have 
endured for your eternal ſalvation. Peace be 
unto. you, my friends, who deſpile this world, 
e for whom I have prepared the eternal joys of 
„ heaven with the holy angels, after the many 
trials of the preſent lite. Fear not concerning 
* me, whom my life with theſe wounds proves 
* to be riſen, and mighty to raiſe the dead, Be 
t wot faithleſs, but believing : I am your reward, 

? your crown and your bleſſing,” Amen. 
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4 Prayer to ebtain the peace of mind, whichCi HRIST 

gave to bis dilciples, WW 
3. O ſweetneſs-diſpenſing Lon p Jesvs Cunzen, 
thou king of heaven and earth, who having made 
peace by the blood of thy croſs, ſpeakelt peace to 
the nations, on whoſe throne there is peace, and 
in whoſe days there is abundance of it, who art 
the true peace of hearts and the comforter of 
them that mourn, ſay, I pray thee, to my tron- 
bled and deſolate foul, as thou haſt well known it 
to have been, I am thy ſalvation, thy peace, 
„thy life, thy conſolation, thy hope, thy light, 
te thy reſt. In me is all that is good, true con- 
* ſolation for the ſoul, all delightful and endleſs 
e Joy.“ What wouldit thou more ? Nothing, O 
Log of peace, I only would look for thee, 1 
* thee, FI long ! for thee, I inwardly love T 2 
c 
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chee in all and over all, I will always and every 
where praiſe and bleſs, thou prince of peace. Thou 
haſt the dominion over all things in heaven and 
earth, in the ſea, and in all deep places, in the 
mountains and in woods; and every creature, great 
and ſmall, is evident and known to thee. Thou 
haſt made all things in wiſdom, and governeſt all 
things by thy underſtanding, making peace in 
the high places. O peace of Gop, thou certain 
fruit of the Spirit, which dwelleth not with the 
wicked, O clear knowledge of my Creator and 
Redeemer, thou purchaſe of the croſs, which 
ſurpaſſeth all underſtanding, when wilt thou de- 
ſcend to me as a river? O thou very eſſence of 
the kingdom of Goo, the feet of whoſe publiſhers 
are beautiful indeed, when wilt thou fill me at 
home and abroad, ruling my heart, that I may 
deſire nothing more, than to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in thy ſweet bond? O Loxp Gop, my 
heart is diſquieted till it reſt in thee : my mind is 
not to be appeaſed till it be perfectly united to 
thee in eternal life. O heaven-deſcended peace, 
the ſupreme bleſſing of Gop to his people, how 
ſweet and deſirable is thy name in all the earth! 
How joyous and delightful thy harmonious voice 
in the heavenly country, O true, excellent, ever- 
laſting peace with Go p, and holy angels and 
men. 

4. Give peace, thou author of peace, in thy 
whole church and to all nations, that they may 
all with one mind worſhip thee, O Lorp, and 
glorify-thy name. Give peace in my heart, that 
I may exceedingly love thee. Give peace in my 
mouth, that I may devoutly praiſe thee, Give 
peace in my hand, that I may always do all good 


works, which make for peace to thy honour, who 
worketh 
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workeſt them in us. Say unto me, when 1 
am in heavineſs under thy dereliction, Peace be 
unto ibes — It is 1, be not afraid Peace be unto 
thee ! Nothing more pleaſant to be heard It is 
1! nothing more bleſſed to be had Be not afraid ! 
nothing more ſafe to rejoice in—7 am with you! 
in the diſcharge of your office, nothing more 
ſweet to enjoy Always, even unto the end of the 
world! nothing more comfortable and encoura- 
ging to the miniſters and ftewards of thy myſteries, 
amidſt a reproachful and evil world — nothing 
more certain and firm to be believed in, that we 
may attain eternal life. O Lonx p, whatſoever I 
have, whatſoever I fee and deſire and do is all 
nothing without thee. From thee is the efficacy 
of every means, of the ſacrament and preaching ; 
the bleſſing of every creature to men. In thee 
- alone are all my comforts ; for there is nothing 
better, nothing more perfect, nothing more weal- 
thy, nothing more happy. Therefore all my 
hope, all my portion, ail my ſalvation, all my 
is in thee, O Gop, my Saviour, and not 
in any created good, however fair, noble and 
great it may be; not in any man or tongue of 
men, or any means, however uſeful and neceſſa- 
ry, nay, though thine own ordinance, but in thee, 
the giver of good, the bleſſer of us by thy means. 
J therefore with all humility ſay unto thee, my 
« Gop, and my all, I deſire no more.“ If at any 
time I ſhall be in tribulation and deprived of in- 
ward conſolation, be thou to me my Gop and 
all. Nothing more do I wiſh for, nothing de- 
fire, but thee, my Gop, who art ali in all, and 
above all, and before all, bleſſed for ever: that 
ſtaying on thee, I may be kept in perfect peace, 
and living in peace, as a believer of the goſpel! of 
| | | peace, 
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peace, may be found of thee in peace. Lonp, 
give me molt attentively to think on the things 
chat belong to my peace, and always devoutly tq 
embrace and fulfil them. Amen. 


Of tbe touch of the holy wounds of CHRIST bythe 
hand of St. TaoMaASs the apoſtle. 


1. J Bleſs and thank thee, O LoR D IESsUS CHRIST, 

thou enlightener of thy people, amidſt the 
darkneſs of this world, for thy exceeding great 
mercy and ſpecial appearance, vouchſafed to thy 
apoſtle St. Thomas, for the eſtabliſhing him in 
the faith of thy reſurrection. Many wonderful 
things haſt thou wrought, O Loxp. For when 
this thy beloved diſciple (tho' ſurprized at the 
nature of the fact reported by others, thro? his 
ſhort-ſight and inability to underſtand it) did not 
obſtinately perſiſt in his opinion, neither with ma- 
licious intent, ſaid, Except I ſhall ſee in his hands 
the prints of the nails, and put my finger into the 
print of the nails, and thruſt my hand into his fide, 
I will not believe, he found mercy and favour be- 
fore thee, who knoweſt our infirmities, ſo as 
openly to ſee thee with his eyes, and reverently 
to touch thee with his hand, that he might leave 
all doubting, and be ready to ſtrengthen them, 
that ſhould be found weak in the faith. For thou 
ſpakeſt to him, ſaying, Reach hither thy finger, 
and behold my bands; and reach hither thy hand 
and thruſt it into my fide, and be not faithleſs, but 
believing. Seeing therefore thy manhood, and be- 
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lieving with his heart in thy Gop-Hr ap, latent in 
thee, he at once over- powered with evidence, and 
ſtruck with conviction, and this condeſcenſion to 
his infirmities, did with great devotion and aſſu- 
rance of faith and to the confuſion of the deniers of 
thy Gop-HEap cry out, ſaying, My Lon p and my 
Gop, © This I now firmly believe; this I truly 
* profeſs ; this I loudly ſet forth; this I boldly 
«+ preach ; this I declare abroad to all people, and 
« defire to carry the tidings of even to the ends 
« of the earth; that all may believe in thee and 
4 be ſaved.” My LorD and my Gop, my Crea- 
«tor and Redeemer”. This is the true and 
ſtrong faith which brings them that believe to 
the kingdom of heaven. O how great is the 
abundance of thy ſweetneſs, O Lokbp, in thy 
ſaints and thine elect friends, which thou fre- 
quently ſheweſt to them in this life, amidſt their 
tribulations and temptations, and giveſt them 
fore-taſtes of, to exhort and encourage them, by 
precepts, by examples of thy goodnels, to a holy 
progreſs and perſeverance unto the end | Some- 
times thou hideſt thyſelf, that they may lament 
and ſeek thee, and deſire to ſee thee, and acknow- 
ledge their infirmity in their falls and their ſlow- 
nels to ſerve thee, and may not think great 
things of themſelves, or preſume at high things 
above what they ought to think, but may think 
ſoberly. Then again after theſe things thou 
ſheweſt thyſelf favourable, and comforteſt, en- 
lighteneſt and teacheſt the mourners, that they 
may neither deſpair in the evil days, nor be lifted 
up in the time of proſperity, but may remember 
themſelves, that they are but mortal men and 
poor ſinners, always wanting the grace and mer- 
cy of Gop to uphold and forward them; not 2 

ge 
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gels confirmed in glory. And praiſe be to thy 
name, O thou fulneſs of grace and truth, who 
when thou, opening the demands of Thomas, hadſt 
ſaid, Thomas, thou baſt believed, becauſe thou baſs 
ſeen, expecting a demonſtration to thy /en/e when 
thou waſt called to have faith, (as ſome may 
hereafter require ſigns previous to. their beliet,) 
didſt then alſo add for our conſolation, 4lefſed are 
they who have not ſeen, what they looked. for, as 
thou now haſt, and yet have believed my Gop- 


HEAD, my words and the aſſurances of my reſur- 


rection for their juſtification, They are bleſſed 
in their faith of the riſing of my love to them, 
to ſanctify and ſave them, tho” their ſins have ſe- 
parated me from them, and ſhall be bleſſed in me 
and with me. 4 Wy 
2. I praiſe and exceedingly exalt thy goodneſs, 
O Loxy, for the -promile made to us in this 
thy ſpeech, to the holy , apoſtle Thomas, lowly 
and reverently bending his knees before thee, and 
heartily aſking pardon of thee, whilſt he conſidered 
the moſt holy and glorious prints of thy wounds, 
more valuable in the eſtimation of the faithful 
than all the treaſure of the world; more precious 
than all gems; fairer than all roſes; ſweeter 
than all ſpices, and fragrant flowers. Theſe ſhine 
brighter far than all the ornaments of the ſtarry 
heavens z more abundantly rejoice the ſouls of 
the ſaints z more ardently inflame the hearts of 
the faithful; more frequently ſoften the hardneſs 
of ſinners, that they may the more vehemently 
wail. They ftir up the ſlothful to more inſtant 
prayer; they draw the devout to approach thee 
the oftener by faith; they move the benevolent 
more frequently to thankſgiving. Theſe, by the 
_, frequent 
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frequent remembrance and beholding of them, 
have mightily pricked the inmoſt parts of be- 
lievers, and made them diſſolve in holy ſorrows, 
ſo that it has plainly appeared they have been 
wounded in ſpirit together with CHRIST. Theſe 
five holy and amiable wounds of Jzsus do alſo 
fill frequently produce an inward compunction, 
together with an hatred of the fins which occa- 
ſioned them, in many devout perſons among the 
religious and the laity, in men and women, 
and conſtrain them with bitter ſorrow for the 
hardneſs of their hearts to ſhed tears, ar the fight 
of the crucified Ixsvs, at the hearing or reading 
of or reflefting upon the paſſion of CHRIST for 
them, and to confeſs him both Lox o and CHRIST, 
to the praiſe and glory of Gop. Amen. 


Of the great devotion and the firong faith of St. 
4 Thomas zhe apoſtle. 1 


3. O what a great and excellent grace of 
devotion. did this holy apoſtle Thomas obtain 
from the touch of thy holy wounds, my Go ! 
J therefore exceedingly bleſs and thank thee, 
my Loxp and my Gop, who haſt by thy apoſ- 
tle's converſion from his unbelief, yielded me 
ſuch a fair and expreſs proof of my faith, and 
taught me to believe aright and to live godly, 
and without any the leaſt doubt unfeignedly to 
profeſs the true faith. For thou haſt truly ſaid, 
whoſoever ſhall confeſs me before men, him alſo 
will I confeſs before my Father. Grant me there- 
fore, O Lok, to whom thou art pleaſed to 
ſhew thyſelf in thy word and ſacrament, to be 
bow'd down to thee under ſuch a cloud of wit- 
neſſes to thy goſpel ; ſo to have every doubt re- 

moved 
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moved concerning thy divinity and reſurrection, 
at the fight of thy wounds for me, and of thy 
being raiſed to live with them and make inter- 
ceſſion for me, as . conſtantly to ſpeak the con- 
viction of my heart, and before all to confeſs 
the right faith of thy Gop-HRAD, as St. Thomas 
ſpake in the preſence of the apoſtles, ſaying, 
my LorD and my Gop, that I may be confeſs d 
of thee. For what is more clear, what more 
true, what more full, and certainly evident 
than this ſpeech; which the blefſed Fob 
thus records, Thomas anſwered and ſaid unto 
him, (namely to thee, my LoxD and Gop) my 
Lorxp and my Gor ? For many perſons have 
ſpoken to thee and called thee by various ſa- 
cred titles, according to their reſpective. faith 
and devotion, and indeed with great juſtice and 
propriety, as circumſtances and occaſions requi- 
red, and according to thy ineffable dignity 
which nevertheleſs tranſcends the eminence and 
praiſe of every creature and every name of dig- 
nity in heaven and earth. Some have ſaid to 
thee in prayer, Jesvs of Nazareth, have mercy 
on me; ſome, thou Son of David; ſome, good 
maſter and Lox D; ſome, Rabbi or Rabboni; ſome, 
thou teacher come from Gob, with whom Gop ts, 
and the Saviour of the world; ſome, great pro- 
phet and king of Iſrael ; ſome, have called thee, 
the lamb of GoD, as Jobn the baptiſt ; ſome tbe 
only-begotten Son of the Futher, the Son of Gor, as 
 Nathanael ; ſome, the ſon of man, the Meſſiah, as 
Andrew; ſome, CHRIST, the Son of the living 
Gop, as Simon Peter, by the revelation of the 
heavenly Father ; ſome, the holy child, great, the 
Son of the Higheſt ; ſome, of the prophets of old 
have entitled thee, the ſeed of the woman, the 


man, 
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man; the very Jebovab; ſome. the name of the 
Lord, the word of the LorxD ; ſome, the angel 
of the LorD, the glory, of the LorD ; ſome, cap- 
tain of the | hoſts of the. Lok p, the king of glory, 
the angel of the covenant, the holy one 7 Iſrael, 
his . redeemer, purifier, the Lox D of hoſts, the 
light of the Genciles, the ſtone of Iſrael, the ſhep- 
herd of Iſrael, . which fitieth between the Cheru- 
bim; and others again, by other names of the offices 
which thou didſt graciouſly take on thee. But 
that all the ſacred terms, divine apellations and 
holy titles may be perfectly, briefly and faith- 
fully comprehended in one, and firmly believed, 
St. Thomas the apoſtle, enlightened by the 
Holy Spirit, and fully inſtructed and eſtabliſh- 
ed in his faith by = powerful preſence, ſays 
boldly and with a loud voice unto thee, my Logp, 
and my Gop. In which words he briefly compre- 
1 — 84 all that can be truly ſaid and believed of 
thee, with reſpect to thy divine and human nature, 
to thy praiſe, and to the ſalvation of all that be- 
eve in thee throughout the whole world. Grant 
to me therefore, O Lok p, who art evidently ſet 
forth, tho not to the eyes of my body, to the 
"eyes of my mind, to behold in thee my Logp 
and my God, to confels and hold faſt this ancient, 
1 and catholic faith, to adorn. this doctrine of 
Gop my Saviour in all things, and with all good 
works; and never on any account to t from 
the truth. Amen. 


„ 
CHAP. XVI. 


A thankſgiving to the Loa D Jesvs CuRI5＋ for Hs 
- ſagred wounds. 


1. J Bleſs and thank thee, O Loxp Jzsus CHRIST, 
thou LorD, the man of war, thou moſt 
loving Son of Gop, crucified for the ſalvation 
of the world, for all thy manifold ſorrows and 
ſacred wounds, which thou didſt as moſt graciouſ- 
ly, as innocently ſuffer, for the cleanſing and ab- 
ſolution of my ſins ; and which, dying in true 
love and perfect obedience, thou didſt moſt ac- 
ceptably and voluntarily offer for me to the 
Father. Eſpecially I praiſe and glorify thee 
now, as I will all the days of my life, with the 
higheſt thankſgiving and bleſſing of my mouth, 
out of the deepeſt affection of my heart and 
with the moſt ſweet remembrance of thy mer- 
cies, for thy very great and friendly condeſ- 
cenſion, and the open manifeſtation of thy holy 
wounds; which thou didſt; after thy bliſsful and 
glorious reſurrection, preſerve in thy moſt holy. 
and fair body, and didſt preſent unto thy diſ- 
ciples, and vouchſafe to be ſet forth and de- 
clared, for evident ſigns of thy perpetual love, 
to them, and to all thy faithful ſervants, who 
ſhould throughout the whole world be devoted 
to thee ; that they might with all the affection 
of their hearts and every outward expreſſion 

of it love thee, and never ceaſe: from thy 
praiſe, and from giving of thanks to thee, There- 
fore it. is very meet and profitable for me, that 
I ſhould every day recolle& this thy moſt ex- 
cellent love, that as theſe ſacred wounds re- 
B b mained 
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mained in thy holy glorious body, as in the 
ſhield anointed for us, ſo they may alſo remain 
rpetually fixed in my memory, and in that of 
all thy faithful ſervants ; becauſe of the innume- 
rable advantages flowing from hence, to wipe 
out the tranſgreſſions of this evil life and to purge 
the conſcience from dead works; and alſo in- 
deed, O gracious Jzsvus, for the ſake of the 
everlaſting joys, that are to be happily obtained 

them with thee. | 
2. Praiſe, honour, might, glory and victory 
be to thee, O Loxo, for thy ſacred wounds, with 
which, being wounded in the houſe of thy friends, 
thou haſt redeemed and bought me to Gop, clean- 
ſed the world, ſpoiled the grave and hell, open- 
ed paradiſe, illuminated heaven and rejoiced 
angels. That thou alſo mighteſt draw the poor to 
thee, and reconcile him to the Father, and turn 
away his anger, thou aſcending into heaven 
haſt retained theſe wounds ; and in order to have 
compaſſion on me and on all that believe on 
thee and mourn for their fins, haſt carried them 
with thee to the right hand of the Father, and 
doſt preſent them before Gop as our ranſom ; 
and before all the inhabitants of heaven, as a 
moſt ſignal demonſtration of death's overthrow. 
O thou aſtoniſhment and joy, thou ineſtimable 
hope of believers, Jesus CRRIST, thou king 
of glory, thou brightneſs of the Father, the 
honour of the virgin, the ſon of Mary, the flow- 
er of the field, the lilly of the valleys, the com- 
fort of them that are in tribulation, the health 
of the ſick, the jubilee of the devour, the bleſ- 
ſedneſs of the ſaints, the felicity of angels! In- 
ſeribe, 1 beſeech thee, O Logp, thele holy 
and precious wounds with thy Spirit and pre- 
cious 


8 1 Ws 
cious blood of ſprinkling in mine heart, that 
T may inwardly ſuffer together with thee, and 
eſteem thee exceedingly above all things, and 
moſt willingly bear the contradiction of ſinners, 
out of love for thy moſt ſweet and holy name, 
which is moſt highly bleſſed above every name 
of holy angels and men for ever andever. Strong- 
ly preſent them in all their bloody forms before 
the wondering eyes of my faith, that I may not 
behold the vanities of the world, nor coveiouſ- 
ly think of them, nor give ear to any diſquiet- 
ing rumours; nor attend to thoſe who relate 
any thing to me, which does not concern thee, 
O Jesus, my Lord Gop, and the ſervice I 
owe to thee. For all things are . vanity, which 
draw me off from meditating on the good things 
of heaven, and from weeping for thy holy wounds, 
and from following thy moſt perfect example of 
life. Becauſe what ſhould I do, but weep for 
theſe ſo great wrongs I have done to my Sa- 
viour? what but bewail and hate the fins, that 
opened ſuch fountains ? what but fly the evil, 
that is not to be purged away but . by ſuch di- 
vine blood? what but love and follow thee, - 
who ſheddeſt it in ſuch precious ſtreams, rather 
than not waſh me, and preſent me in the body of 
thy fleſh faultleſs before Gop ? 

. May therefore my feet be faſtened up 
through a fellowſhip with thy death, from walk- 
ing after the luſts of the fleſh ; my hands from 
all wicked works : and draw me from the fleſh 
to the croſs, from earth to heaven. For 1 de- 
fire to be diſſolved and to die with thee on the 
croſs, and by thy wounds to be cleanſed from 
my ſins, and to be delivered from eternal death. 

Bb 2 4; Thou 
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4. Thou art my Gov, and relying on thy pro- 
miſe I will confeſs my ſins unto thee. Heal me by 
thy holy wounds, wherewith thou waſt grievouſly 
afflicted for me. For who can make me clean 
from all my fins, but thou only, O Gov, my 
Redeemer, crucified for me, and wounded with 
many ſtripes? Amongſt which thy five pre- 
cious wounds, made by the nails and ſpear, are 
JOEY eminent and full of ſweet-ſmelling 
avour and beauty, as the crimſon ſea! of the 
Loxd Gon, formed by the powerful induce- 
ments of divine love, and as the moſt ſtrong 
and ſacred tokens of my eternal redemption, ne- 
ver to be blotted out or forgotten ; but full of 
all grace and ſweetneſs, laid open to me and 
all the faithful ro embrace and behold with 
the eyes of our minds; and to be applied to the 
uſe of them who mourn, that they may enter 
into the ſecret things of heaven. Enter, enter 
then boldly, my ſoul, into the bowels of the 
mercies of thy Gop, hanging on the croſs ; en- 
ter by faith into his deep wounds, as a refuge 
from the face of the ſerpent, every where, both 
openly and privily laying ſnares for thee. Here 
by faith. abide ſecurely, as a turtle ſighing in 
the wilderneſs, and as a pigeon, lying hid in 
the holes of a moſt ſtrong rock; deſpiſing all 
'the pleaſures of the world, meditating on the 
ſacred wounds of Jesus CHRIST, and ftedfaſtly 
hoping through theſe for the gift of eternal 
glory and the rewards in the kingdom of Gov, 
f beſeech thee now, moſt gracious Jesvs CRRIS＋T, 
ſpeak alſo to my ſoul in my diſtreſs, that ſal- 
vation-bringing word, which thou didſt of old 


time ſpeak to St. Thomas thy apoſtle, for to raiſe 
| his 
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his faith, and to give him a demonſtration of thy ex- 
ceeding great love for the forgiveneſs of his ſins, 
ſaying, ** Behold with thy mind my hands, pierced 
<& with hard nails on the croſs, out of love for thee; 
« and reach hither the hand of thy faith, and 
« amicably apply it to my ide, ſet forth to 
« thee in the myſteries of the goſpel ; fo 
« cruelly pierced with a /o/dier*s ſpear, that there 
« truly flowed out from it in abundance blood 
« and water, for the remiſſion of ſins, and in 
© mercy unto all believers ; and be not faith- 
&« lefs, but believing; not doubting, but ſtrong 
« and ſtedfaſt; not proudly curious, but ſin- 
4 cere and devout; not ſlothful, nor forget- 
« ful, but fervent in ſpirit, and always thank- 
« ful to Gop for ſuch great benefits.” And 
be my whole ſoul poured out to thee, in the holy 
confidence of thy love thus manifeſted to me. 
Grant me, O good and beloved Jzsus, 
frequently to think on and revolve theſe things 
in my mind ; firmly to- believe in and cleave to 
thee; never to doubt of thy words and eter- 
nal truth; quickly to have recourſe to thy 
paſſion in all temptation and tribulation, 
to ſeek conſolation in thy holy wounds and 
ſorrows; and always to find - peace by the 
blood of thy croſs, and reſt for my ſoul, in 
thee z who, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt, liveſt and reigneſt, ever one Gop, world 
without end. Amen. 


Bb 3 CHAP. 
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CH AP. XVII. 


Of the armour of Car 18sT-; thecroſs, nails, ſpear 
and crown of thorns. 


Bleſs and thank thee, OLoR D JzsvsCur1s7, 

thou king of all kings, who, when we 

had no interceſſor, put on righteouſneſs as a breaſt- 
plate, and an belmet of ſalvation upon thy bead, 
and' the garments of vengeance for clothing, and 
ewaſt clad with zeal as à cloke, for thy trium- 
phal and royal arms; namely, the croſs, nails, 
Pear, crown of thorns, rod, cords and pillar, to 
'which thqu waſt bound naked, and at which thou 
waſt moſt ſeverely ſcourged ; and for all the other 
torturing inſtruments of thy paſſion for us, vile 
ſinners, in order to work this righteouſneſs and 
ſalvation, to repay fary to thy adverſaries, re- 
compence to thy enemies; to deſtroy fin and 
death, and- to defeat the devil and the lovers 
of the world, with all their ſenſual pomps and 
carnal delights; to give mercy and remiſſion 
of fins to all them, that believe on thee and truly 
repent, and to obtain for them the hope of eternal 
ſalvation, and the glory of celeſtial beatitude 
with thy holy angels in heaven, after the ge- 
neral reſurrection of the dead and the judgment 
that is to come, according to their reſpective 
works, which they have done in the body, whether 
good or evil. For then will * many ſigns 
in heaven and earth, and the ſacred wounds of 
thy paſſion with the ſtandard of thy «ro/s, to 
the joy and confidence of thine elect, to the 
terror and vexation of the damned. Then all 
the « cles will leap for j Joy, the holy and 155 
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filed, the deb dut and the chaſte, the ſimple, 
and the obedient, the meek and they who have of- 
ten endured contradiction and wrongs for thy 
name's ſake, frequently reflecting with grief 
of heart on thy paſſion and ſacred wounds, as 
their own, and then indeed pouring forth their 
greateſt and loudeſt thanks to thee. Then too 
will the haughty, ſeeing the earth melting un- 
der their feet, be afraid and mourn for them- 
ſelves, the covetous, the envious, the glut- 
tonous, the ſervants of the fleſh, ſeldom or 
never compaſſionately thinking of thy paſſion 
and thy wounds, but rather meditating on their 
own gains and advantages, than on thy kindneſ- 
ſes and bitter wounds. Deliver me, O LorD, 
from theſe perverſe and ungrateful men, and let 
me always be affociated with the pure and innocent 
ſheep of thy flock, for whom thou didit deign 
out of love to be crucified, to be wounded 
with many ſtripes and to die. O moſt meek 
Jesvs, endow me now with the power of thy 
might, put on me thy whole armour, O my 
Gop, the helmet of thy ſalvation, the breaſt- 
plate of thy righteouſneſs, the ſhield of thy 
faith; gird me round about on all ſides with 
thy truth, and vouchſafe me the ſword of 


the Spirit with the ſhoes of the preparation of 


thy goſpel of peace, which thou doſt afford 
me in thy moſt bitter paſſion; that I may be 
able to ſtand in every place and ſeaſon, be- 
cauſe of the many ſnares and temptations of 
the evil /pirit, aſſaulting me on the right hand 
and on the left by a thouſand wicked devices 
and deluding ſtratagems. Therefore to thy 
paſſion, O Loxp Jesvs, ſupplying ſuch ever- 
laſting arms, I humbly betake myſelf for re- 
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fuge, and heartily requeſt thy comfort and pow- 
erful aſſiſtance. ; , l 125 
2. O gracious Jzsus, thou helper and de. 
fender in every temptation and tribulation of 
this frail life, lift up on high, I pray thee, be- 
fore the eye of my faith, the royal ſtandard of 
thy cro/s, the ſign of eternal ſalvation, the 
ſceptre of the divinity and the bow of the bu- 
 manity, the ſhield, the moſt ſtrong tower, the 
terrible, thunder and moſt ſharp javelin againſt 
the roaring and the war of the devil, againſt 
the hurry and buſtle of the world, againſtthe ipirit 
of blaſphemy and the depth of deſpair ; when 
ready to ſwallow me up, and very frequently to 
turn me aſide from calling on thy moſt ſweet 
name, O Jzsus, to blacken the life and courſe 
of the ſaints; and to call me off, when I believe 
well, from the right faith in and from a holy vene- 
ration and loveof CHRIS crucified, to a ſuperſtitious 
worſhip of images and idols on the one hand, or to a 
contempt of the cr0/5 on the other. Be thy croſs, 
O Jzesvs; thou moſt powerful king, my glory, 
falvation, peace and life, my ſhield, ſword and 
ſpear, a tower of ſtrength from the face of the 
enemy, aſtrong wall againſt the fraud and cun- 
ning malice of the old ſerpent, a light in the 
houſe, a guide in the way, a gracious guard 
within and without, becauſe of the many hin- 
drances and dangers that ſurround me in this 
ſtate of warfare. Be thy beloved croſs a reſt 
to me in labour, a comfort in affliction, a me- 
dicine in weakneſs, an ointment in pain. Be thy 
fair croſs a defence to me in ſolitude, a fafe-guard 
in a crowd, in darkneſs a lamp, at noon-day 
Joy, in the evening praiſe, honour, power and 
glory. Be thy effectually-working croſs fweet- 
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neſs to me in the bitters of life, health in ſick- 
neſs, a firm confidence in the agony of death, 
the only hope of my ſoul on its departure, ac- 
quittance in judgment, protection from hell, de- 
liverance from all puniſhment, a tranſporter 
of me by holy angels into the glory of heaven. 
3. Moreover I beſeech thee, O Jzsvs, patient 

in ſorrows, let the nails ſtrongly fixed in thee,  * 
hanging on the croſs, thro' the gift of 
fellowſhip with thy death, nail up the 
warring luſts in my members, and keep me from 
the terrors and devices of devils ; that ſeeing thy 
paſſion atoning for my ſin, ſtedfaſtly apprehend- 
ed by my faith, and me crucified with thee, they 
may flee from me, as from ſharp arrows, accord- 
ing to thy promiſe, Let me reſt in thy 

or devoutly pray, and ſeriouſly think of the pains 
of the nails in the body of my Lorxp Jesvs 
CHRIST; nor may they dare to moleſt me; or, 
if they vex me, may they not prevail againſt me 
with their wicked fancies and ſuggeſtions, as I am 
meditating en thy holy wounds; which thou, the 
loving Gop- man, haſt endured, both very great 
and deep in thy hands and feet for me, a wretch- 
ed ſinner. Place alſo at all times, I pray thee, 
before my faith the piercing of thy holy ſpear, 
which was forcibly thruſt into thy ſide when dead, 
that I alſo may be pierced together with thee on 
the croſs, with a ſenſe of thy love and my guilt, 
and may inwardly condole with thee, renouncing 
all the pomps of the world, ſhutting out all its 
vanities, and remembring only divine things and 
thy holy wounds : and wound my heart, O my 
Gop, that no impurity may any longer remain 
in it. O excellent and amiable Jesus CHRIST, 
the ſure hope of them that believe, the —_— 
F ge 
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of them that fight, the crown of them that over. 
come, the wiſdom of them that contemplate, and 
the light of them that be in ignorance or error, 
grantme alſo, who am baniſhed in this priſon-houſe 
of the fleſh, a ſight thro? faith of thy holy crown of 
thorns, cruelly placed and preſſed down withderiſion 
and its ſharp pricks upon thy holy bead, cauſing thy 
moſt ſacred blood to flow down on all ſides from the 
many wounds. May the plentiful effuſion from 
this molt painful crown work in me a cleanſing 
from all my fins, an over-flowing of tears and a 
ſudden ſoftening of my very dry heart. Be there 
in me a frequent remembrance and ſttong ideaof it, 
and may thy great hurt and the ſight of thy holy 
wounds, thro' faith, bruiſe the bead of all vicesin me; 
expel and defeat all evil things and all unclean 
thoughts, and quench the heat of all tribulations. 
For the violent pain of the bead extinguiſhes 
luſt. in all the other members of the body. Enter 
therefore, enter freſh ſorrow into the inmoſt re- 
ceſſes of my heart, for this thorny and bloody 
crown, © May it fill me with bitterneſs for all 
that drofs, there is in my ſoul through my corrup- 
tion and frailty, that it may be purged out from amidſt 
it. May it in my apprehenſion bring down every high 
deſire to nothing; every fair ſhew to duſt; every 
precious thing to clay, every gay thing to cor- 
ruption ; every delectable thing to moſt bitter 
worm-wood ; every thing that is pleaſant into 
lamentation; every thing that is ridiculous and 
wanton into deriſion and contempt. _ 
4. O how ſplendid and beautiful in the world 
to come will be the crown of celeſtial glory, on a 
devout and chaſte ſoul, which, being accepred 
thro? the obedience of this Emmanuel to all theſe 
ſufferings, does in this world ſo frequently 1 
| | row 
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rowfully think on the 7borny crown of Ixsus, and bear 
all his bitter wounds in mournful remembrance, 
which has true compunction untorepentance, ſhew- 
ing the bead of ſin bruiſed in him, and patiently abides 
in his love, tho” it be to be crowned with tborns in 
doing it. Such a perſon, on his death, and removal 
from this troubleſome world, has great hope of 
pardon ſealed up to him by the Spirit, and a 
well-grounded aſſurance of much mercy at the 
laſt, thro? thy ſacred paſſion, O Loox, for him. 
Therefore for the ſake of every of thy wolnds ac- 
quit me of all my daily fins, and my offences of 
old time. For thy mercy, O moſt compaſſionate 
Jzsvs, exceeds all the evil works that we lately and 
of old time have done; and is kind to us 
for the ſake of the bowels of thy mercy, and of 
the numerous ſtripes, which thou didſt patiently 
endure from the ungodly. Wherefore I, who 
am but duſt and aſhes, and unworthy to ſpeak unto 
the LoRD, but whom thou alloweſt and inviteſt 
to call on thee, do further beſeech thee, O Lozn, 
to work in me more compunction of heart for 
thy /courging, and for the faſt binding of thee 
with cords to the hard pillar, in the preſence of 
many by-ſtanders ; laughing and reviling, without 
pity or ſhame, but, like mad dogs, greedy to tear a 

armleſs ſheep in pieces with their teeth, adding 
{tripes unto ſtripes, and inflicting ſorrow upon ſor- 
row upon thee, who didſt not at all reſiſt or even cry 
out, O woe is me ! why do ye ſo furiouſly ſcourge 
* me?” butwas dumb before them. 
5. O how great, how unſpeakable was th 
2 O Lozxp IJIxsus, amidſt ſuch great af- 
fliction and this butchery of thy wounds, for the 
expiation of my fins ! O how wonderful and free 


was thy love to me in working this atonement ! 
| For 
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For I was the criminal, O Lox p, and born in 
fin, and thou art ſcourged for me ; I have done 
wickedly, and in many things have often offend- 
ed, and thou, who art in nothing blameable, 
art unjuſtly condemned by the ungodly. I often 
vainly ugh, and have incurred eternal ſcorn, 
and thou for me art put to grief and baſely deri- 
ded. I have forfeited every heavenly endowment 
and the 2 of thy grace, and thou for me art 
hung naked on the croſs amidſt tranſgreſſors. I de- 
ſerve the greateſt ſeverity of vindictive juſtice and 
the bittereſt affliction, but thou haſt the rod of wrath, 
and haſt vinegar and gall given to thee on the croſs 
for me. I forfeited a place in heaven and earth, but 
thou art for me the ont caſt of both. I often paſs by 
the croſs, and view my offences with dry eyes ; but 
thou didit, like a fountain of water, pour forth 
tears as well as blood, with ſtrong cries to Gop 
for me. I deſerve to be everlaſtingly prerced 
with ſorrow ; but thou art pierced for me, that 
riſing with the evident chaſtiſement of my peace, 
thou mighteſt be a powerful advocate with Gop 
for me, who humbly plead this thy all- ſuffi- 
cient ranſom, for my acquittance, and with the holy 
women, lay faſt hold on thy feet, deſiring to abide in 
thy ſteps. Give me, O gracious Jesvs, to think on 
theſe things, and, with the devout women and the 
other diſciples, ſoto weepin godly ſorrow for the with- 
drawing of the preſence of thy grace from me, 
and ſo to put on thy divine panoply, the helmet 
of ſalvation, the breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs, 
the ſhield of faith, the ſword of the Spirit, the 
girdle of truth, the ſhoes of the preparation of 
the goſpel, thus by thy croſs and - paſſion pro- 
cured me, thar the old man may fall under the 
power of thine everlaſting arms, through thy 
wounds and piercing, and die daily by the power ow 
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thy death, that having thy faithfulneſs and truth 
for my ſhield and buckler, I may reſt in peace, 
whatever war ariſes up againſt me; and that 
when the laſt trump ſhall ſound, I may be vouch- 
ſafed to attain to the glory of thy reſurrefion, 
and with all the elect to enter into the kingdom of 
thy eternal bleſſedneſs. Amen. 

Be thy moſt noble armour, O Loxp JEsus 
CHRIST, wherewith thou overcameſt, a ſtrong 
protection to me within and without, againſt all the 
darts of the enemy and againſt. every of the 
flatteries and frowns of the deluding world, that I 
alſo may overcome by thee. Amen. 
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CHAP. XVIII. F 


Of the appearance of CHRIST 70 the ſeven diſciples, 
| Elbing at the ſea of Tiberias. 


1. Bleſs and thank thee, O Lok JzsvUsCnriIsT, 
thou maker of all things, and ruler of heav- 

en and earth, of angels and men, of high and 
low, of rich. and poor, living on the land, or 
occupying their buſineſs in the great waters, 
for thy manifeſt appearance, after thy glorious 
reſurrection, to ſeven of thy diſciples, toiling 
and fiſhing in the / of Tiberias, to obtain the 
neceſſaries of life, and for the ſupport of the 
poor and the firangers out of their honeſt la- 
urs; well-pleaſing through thee to Gop and 
man, and by the bountiful favour of Gop in 
his diſpenſations towards us, allowed to us for 
the manifold advantages, which do from thence 
ariſe to us; for the avoiding of idleneſs and for 


the profitable employment of our time. ah 
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alt thee for giving us in theſe di/ciples an exam- 
ple of the diligence which thy people ſhew to exer- 
ciſe bongſt trades for neceſſary uſes; and more 
particularly for ſhewing us in this circumſtance, 
as in a picture, that they, whom thou chuſeſt 
to the miniſtry, do indeed toil in the ark of the 
church amidſt the waves of this world, #6- 
ing for men. I praiſe and honour thee, O moſt 
gracious Je$vs, thou viſiter of them that la- 
bour, and thou helper in due ſeaſon, by giving 
counſel to them that need it, for the ſupport 
of their temporal life on the land or in the wa- 
ters, and particular to them, who fulfil the work 
of the miniſtry. I bleſs thee alſo for thy reve- 
_ ſtanding on the ſea- ſbore, beholding the 
labours of thy diſciples, Simon Peter, and Tho- 
mas, and James, and Jobn, the two ſons of Ze- 
bedee, with Natbanael of Cana in Galilee, and 
two other of thy diſciples, in all ſeven; how 
lovingly they were aſſociated, how orderly they 
proceeded and took the nets to fiſh after their 
wonted manner; in order to' repreſent to the 
over-ſeers of thy church, in every age, how gra- 
ciouſly thou attendeſt ro them all, whilſt they 
labour to gain ſouls, ſtriving together in the faith 
with wnity of ſpirit, doing things decently and 
in order. | 
2. Theſe diſciples indeed, after being properly 
ju. 1 and toiling all nigbt, rowing, dragging 
and ſweating, even until morning, had caught 
nothing; a ſignal token of the little profit which 
miniſters may _ from their moſt diligent labours z 
while the nigbt of ignorance hangs over them, whom 
they mean to take out of the world. Where- 
fore they might almoſt now have reſolved to 
J no more, unleſs Gop ſhould better order 
0 it; 
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it; as godly miniſters have been ſometimes 
ready to faint in the like circumſtances. But 
there was this great difficulty in their fiſhing, 
that their faith and patience might be tried; 
that they might be convinced of their infirmity 3 
and that afterwards, upon the coming of the Loxo 
Jesvs and his powerful command, their de- 
pendence on him, their gratitude to him and 
pleaſure in him might be rendered the greater; 
and alſo that the ſervants of CHRIST, who 
for a while thus ſee no fruit of their labours af- 
ter ſouls, may be profited in the exerciſe of their 
faich and patience, may have a deeper convie- 
tion of their -own inſufficiency for theſe things, 
and may afterwards, on their ſucceſs, have a ſtrong- 
er ſenſe of their dependence on him, who 
gives it, and be filled with more love of 
Gop and more joy in him. For becauſe Jz$vs 
in the paſt night willed it to be otherwiſe, they 
had no ſucceſs, as he had told them before, 
without me ye can do nothing. But don't be 
« diſtruſttul,” faith might have then ſaid, as it 
« will now to ſuch miniſters, © for this turn of 
things, ye beloved diſciples: for a cloudy 
morning often turns out a a clear day, Wait 
« a little, and call on the gracious Lorp Jesvs, 
* and he who does this to make you hunger, 
„ as to other miniſters, to make them the more 
long after ſouls in the bowels of JESUS CHRIST, 
6e will give you ſucceſs after your night's la- 
* bour.” And fo indeed it came to paſs : for 
Jzsus was near them in their labours tho' they 
knew him not, 'to teach miniſters, that they 
are not to account themſelves diſeſteemed of 
Gop, becauſe of the unfruitfulneſs of their pains 
at any time. For he appeared and ſaid, _ 
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the net on the right fide of the ſhip, and ye ſhall find, 
<« who before in my abſence could catch nothing :” 
wherein he ſtill bids the ſtewards of his myſteries to 
purſue their work and to let down the net of the goſ- 

in the faith of his word, with an aſſurance that 
they alſo ſhall ind of the fruit of their labours 
in-the truth. I praiſe and glorify thee, O moſt 
wiſe Jesus, for thy gracious diſcourſe with 
„ theſe poor fiſhermen, who had not now any 
proviſion or eccleſiaſtic prebends, on which to live, 

: tho* we find it afterwards ſolemnly recorded by thy 
Spirit, that as they who miniſtered at the altar par- 

took of the altar and received tythe, xv En $0 

hath the Lox o ordained, that they who preach the 

+ goſpel ſhould live of the goſpel. + For at this 

time they were humbl ocuring for them- 

ſelves the neceſſaries of life with the labour of 

their own hands, that 'they might not be, by 

their requeſts, burthenſome to others; nor by 

their caſe offend the weak. Therefore thou, 

O good Jesvs, didſt relieve thine own poor 

in ſuch their neceſſity, moſt friendly enquiring 

of them, if they had any thing to eat ; as thou 

doſt by thy word of thy miniſters, whether they 

have any thing to ſupport their ſouls in their 
miniſtry, affectionately ſaying, children have ye 

any. meat ? they, as their followers ever will, 

anſwer, no. For thou, O omnipotent Loxp, 

who knoweſt all things from eternity, to whom 

every heart and every ſecret is open, and 
whatever was in the ſhip and ſwam in the ſea, 

knew this. But thou queſtioneſt them and thy 

miniſters in every age that they may know 

and confeſs their wants. When they had thus 

ſaid, thou didſt pity their poverty, as once 

the hungry multitude in the wilderneſs, and 

ay 
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a8 thou haſt ever ſince compaſſionated thy mi- 
niſters in ſimilar circumſtances, giving coun- 
ſel and aſſiſtance to all that obey thee. With 
good faith theretore, placing their confidence 

in Gop, not in their own ſkill, they, when it 
was day, caſt the net on the right fide of the ſhip, © 
according to the commandment of the Loxrps: 
ſtanding on the ſea- ſhore to aſſiſt them; as thy 
faithful ſervants, encouraged by thee, ſtill fiſh for 
ſouls in the waves of this world. And behold 
the certain efficacy of the word, mixed with faith . 
in them that hear it: he commands, and it is. 
For by the help of Jesvs their net was filled with 
ſuch a great multitude of fiſhes, that they could 
net draw the net to the ſhore; an expreſſive re- 

preſentation of the future ſucceſs of the apoſtles, 
that according to thy word fiſhed for ſouls and 
fainted not, when the day of grace breaks on men. 
So great are the gifts of Gop, that they ex- 
ceed al human comprehenſion and ſtrength. At 
the ſight, of ſuch a great miracle, the diſci- 
ple, whom :Jesus loved, ſaid to his companions 
and to Peter, it is the LorD; as thoſe miniſters, 
who thus love Gop and perſevere, and have this 
fruit of their labours, when they leaſt expect it, 
will, at the fight of the power of his grace, 
adding ſouls to his church, joy fully acknowledge. 
Therefore Peter upon this rejoiced with ſuchexceed- 
ing great joy, and was inflamed with ſuch fervent 
love in his heart, that he, without delay, /zaped 
into the ſea; ſetting forth a ſtriking example of 
the ready mind there is in the &;/bops and minifters 
of the Lord after the manifeſtation of his power to 
go through every trouble, if ſo be they may 
win CHRIST : and having his //er's coat about 
him, he made haſte to Jesvs, his Lok D, whom 
C0 he 
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he loved above every holy name, bleſſed for 
evermore. 

3. O with what great reverence and bold- 
neſs did he approach, and bend his humble 
knees before thee, O Loxy, adoring and ho- 
nouring thy face, brighter than the ſun, al- 
ways conſpicuous to the holy angels, and ma- 
nifeſted to him and his companions, as the light 
of his countenance is by faith to their ſucceſſors 
amidſt all diſcouragements in their infirmities, 
for their conſolation ; but wholly denied to the 
mighty and rich of this world, who feaſt them- 
ſelves and ſpend their time in pleaſures] O gra- 
_ cious and moſt ſweet Jesvs, who ſtandeſt on 
the land of everlaſting life, be ſtil] with thy miniſ- 
ters, that now Jet down the net of thy goſpel. 
Prevent them from fainting under the untruit- 
fulneſs of the word; and whilſt thou makeſt 
them long after fouls, grant them the grace 
of perſeverance, that they alſo may take many 
to thy faith, and experimentally ſee thee with 
them in their miniſtry. Turn not away, I 
pray thee, thy face from me, in whatſoever 
place and Jabour I ſhall be employed; and 

per thou my handy-work and the uſe of every 
lawful means for my ſupport. Come in the 
power of the Spirit, and ſtand by me when I am 
praying, finging, reading, meditating, wri- 
ting, ſtudying. Remember me for good; and 
when evil ſhall ſuddenly happen to me, grant 
me patience in my heart, and always to blels 
thee with my mouth and readily to endure 
all things for the love of thee and thy honour. 
Viſit me in the night-ſcaſon, and when I am called 
to early prayer, that I may quickly riſe with 
the faithful, to ſing pſalms in remembrance 2 
J 
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thy judgments, and to aſſiſt them and to labour 
after ſouls; as theſe apoſtles did, in like manner 
toil all night to catch fiſh, until the day of 
thy power ſhall break upon me, and thou come 
and give me thy benediction. For at thy pre- 
ſence and bleſſing their net was filled with a 
multitude of great fiſhes. So I pray thee, O 
Lord, through thy grace preventing and fol- 
lowing me, vouchſafe to fill me with fuch great 
ſweetneſs of inward devotion at my prayer, 
and with ſuch riches of thy goodneſs, as may 
taſte to me infinitely better than the moſt delicious 
food ro him that is hungry. For far greater is 


the ſweetneſs of the mind than of the belly; for the 


rene wid ſpirit refreſhes, fleſh makes heavy; 
the ſpirit chears, fleſh makes ſad; the ſpirit 
bows itſelf and obeys Gop, bur the fleſh often 
reſiſts and hurts. For better far is the ſoul than 
the body; far more worthy is the living ſpirit 
than corruptible fleſh. Sweet is the world to moſt 
men, but ſweeter and excellent above all things is 
Gop, who creates and rules all chings. Be thou 
bleed by all, O Lorp Jrsus CHRIST, my 
Gop, who aione doeſt wonderful things in 
heaven and in earth, in the ſea and in all d 
places. For thou willingly doſt eat and feaſt 
with thine elect friends, and prepareſt a ſacred 
and ſpiritual feaſt for them in thine owh holy 
ordinance, and in hymns and p/aims, which are 
far ſweeter than all earthy meats and exquilite 
drinks; giving them moſt pleaſant fore-taſtes 
of the heavenly food they ſhall enjoy, when they 
ſhall fit down at thy table in thy kingdom. Theſe 
therefore give, and this vouchſafe to me, when I 
come to the ſhore of everlaſting life, after paſſing 
Cc 2 through: 
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through * the waves of this troubleſome world,” 
for thy ee ſake. Amen. 
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Of the feaſting of Cnalsr with the ſame diſciples, 


* Bleſs and thank thee, O LORD IE SuS CHRIST, 
thou comforter of them that are in tribula- 


5 tion, thou, who _ haſt pity on the poor, thou 


refreſher of the hungry, thou ſtrengthener of 
them that labour, for thy bodily feaſting with 
thy diſciples, and for - plentiful capture of 
many and great bes, which was made in thy 
preſence, by the hands and labours of thy _ 
dear diſciples, working in the faith of Ts truth 
of thy words: when thou, to encourage - thy 
ants to perſeverance in their miniſtry after 
fouls, by this picture of ſucceſs, ſaidſt ro them, 
« caſt the net on the right fide of the ſhip, and Je 
* ſhall find.” O the great grace of Gop! 
Thou art the creator of all things, and the pro- 
vider for the poor and for the dete ones, Who 
have not full ſtores of food, nor bags of ſilver 
treaſured up in their cheſts. Woe to them that put 
their truſt in their treaſures on earth, where /hieves 
can in a night break. through, lay hold of them 
and miſchie vouſly conſume them. I praiſe and 
glority thee, moſt glorious Jesus, for thy friend- 
dy invitation of thy poor diſciples and fiſher- 
men to dine with thee, after a long faſt and the 
vous labour of fiſhing; ſaying to them, and 
Herein ſpiritually to al} bers of ſouls, in order 
to refreſh them and ſtrengthen them in the 


faith of thy power accompanying them, Pa 
ter 
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after thy demonſtration of it, by the taking of 
ſouls under their miniſtry, come and dine. For 
« have prepared, for them that are fatigued 
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and hungred bread, and a fs broiled upon 
burning hot coals. If any of you want warinth, 
ler him come to the fire and warm himſelf. 


If he has ſpotted or wet his raiment, let 


him waſh them quickly, and dry them by 
the coals kindled at my nod. You well know 
what I once did to you at the ſupper, befort 
my paſhon for you, waſhing and wiping 


4 your feet; and what 1 then ſpake to you, ex- 


horting you to humility and love. And now 
after my reſurrection, as a we man for 
you, I appear to you, admoniſhing you the 
more diligently to diſcharge this ſort of du- 
ties; dining with you, as a further example 
of my condeſcenſion and love to you, and 
giving you in a figure to partake of me, the 
true bread, who have undergone a fiery indig- 
nation for you, and of my nature, that has had 


the waves of Gop's wrath gone over it, and 


has been prepared through many trials and 


© ſufferings, to be a ſupport to you in the holy life 


of love, 

2. * want no neceſſary food; but to ſhew you 
the truth of my glorious-Neſs; chat you may 
teſtify it to others, I now tall and eat with 
you. Dine therefore with me in love, ſo- 
berly and modeſtly with ſilence; abſtaining 
from vain things, as I have taught you, and 


as ye have ſeen in me and frequently heard. 


Becauſe I never put forth a light word from my 


mouth, but always what was well- pleaſing to 


my Father, and was profitable and fruitful to 
others, that heard it. Be ye now content with 
CEN the 
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the few things which ye ſee, and J have 
& prepared for you, my children, who have ſaid, 
14 wie have no meat'. Seek not delicates, which 


uttons delight in, but be glad of the plain 
er of bread and faſh, by the favour of God, 
2 9 vouchſafed you. But theſe may 
not be ſufficient for you, on account of the 
5 ſtrangers and poor ſea-men that come to you; 
4 whom. ye ought not to deſpiſe, but to enter- 
„ tain, nouriſh and comfort according to your 
« ability. Therefore I ſay to you, Be not 
«. narrow · ſpirited when ye have little, but do 
«you, that truſt in me, bring of the fiches which 
ye have now caught in great plenty and joy of 
2 wr) And bleſſed be the Logo Jesvs, he 
Rill by his word calls his diſciples to love in one 
body ; he graciouſly vouchſafes his miniſters, 
tho 2 exactly in the ſame forms, the ſame na- 
ture to partake of, that they may be ſuſtained in 
their miniſtry, and not faint. He invites them, if 
they are cold in theit zeal to the celeſtial fire of 
his love, and to waſh away their fans in his blood: 
and he exhorts them to ſhew wor ks of mercy to 
others, and obedience to his ſeveral command- 
ments of love, after the example of the apoſtles. 
For they hearing this, and chearfully and readily o- 
beying him, drew the ne: to the ſbore full of great 
Fiſhes, to the number of an hundred fifty and three. 
And they all wondred, as ſuch diſciples will at 
the manifeſtation of his power in the converſion 
of others, giving thanks to Gop the Father, and 
thee, his Son, JEsus CHRIST, whom they ſaw 
preſent with them, and knew by the Holy Ghoſt. 
On which account none, after this miracle, durſt 
aſk of thee, Who art thou, that ſtandeſt with us 
* and * and careft ? As none after the 
diſplay 
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dilplay of this mighty grace, working by them to 
the gathering of ſouls unto Cxr1sT, will preſume 
to queſtion the Lok D's being with them. For all 
then knew of a truth, that it was thou, our Lorxp 
Jesus CarIsT, who didſt riſe again alive 
and immortal from the cloſe Jepulchre, and 
didſt manifeſt thyſelf to them; as the SD and 
paſtors do now, after ſuch evidence of thy grace 
with then, know it is thou, who workeſt thus 
mightily by their miniſtry. . 
3. I praiſe and return thanks to thee alſo, O 
Lok Jesvs Chalsr, thou ſaviour: of ſinners, 
thou beloved friend of the devout, thou moſt 
bountiful hoſt of the foul, thou moſt chearful 
gueſt among thy brethren and friends, for the 
good and friendly entertainment, which thou didſt 
miraculouſly prepare and give to thy beloved 
and 'wearied diſciples; fignitying to them their 
communion with the more miraculous ſupport, 
thou hadſt juſt provided for them in-the fire of 
thy love to ſtrengthen them, and to make them 
witneſſes of thy truth. O how ſweetly did the 
repaſt taſte, where Jzsvs was the dreſſer, where 
he ſerved at the table, where he was the refreſh- 
er | Q what tranſport filled their ſouls, at having 
the gladſomeearneſt of the feaſt of good things, they 
ſhould have in thy kingdom, when they were come 
to the ore of eternity, after they had laboured in 
their miniſtry for ſouls: when thou wilt come forth 
and ſerve them ! But delightful as this feaſt was, 
which Jzsus then had with his diſciples, the 
Lokp has not only left this on record, to ſhew 
his miniſters.in all ages the joys, laid up for dili- 
gent fiſhers of men after all their labours ; but 
vouchſafes them another ſweet token of it in the 
ſacrament, What excellence, dignity and de- 
Cc 4 light 
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light is there in the ſavoured banquet of his pre- 
cious body and blood, ſet forth to Gop, ſacrificed 
for us; which is celebrated in the church, in 
which Jesus himſelf is taken, the memory of 
his paſſion, that he ſuſtained for us all, is re- 
collected; the mind filled with grace from the 
preſence of Jzsus in the exulting heart, which 
In itſelf is often dry and cold. In this ſacred feaſt 
is alſo given to the devout ſoul a pledge of future 
glory, an ante- paſte of the hidden manna, his ſer- 
vants ſhall have at his table in his kingdom, for 
the comfort and nouriſhment of our ſpiritual life, 
in our ſeveral callings in this pilgrimage; until 
Car1sT comes, and takes us to himſelf from all 
the labour and ſorrow of our preſent miſerable 
ſtate to an eternal reſt with his holy diſciples, in 
the houſe of his Father, where there is no more ſea, 
no hunger nor thirſt; but joy and triumph with 
him throughout eternity. O what unfpeakable 
encouragement have ye, ye ſtewards of the myſte- 
Tres of Gor, to perievere in the work of your 


_ miniſtry amidſt a ſea.of ſorrows, all the night 


of chis world; when ſuch ſhall be your lot on 
the morning of the reſurrection, when the day of 
the Loxo cometh! O how wiſhfully do 1 
long after that good and delightful city of the 
ſaints, and the ' ſweet feaſting with Jesvs 
and his diſciples on the ſea-ſhore of eternity 
For I defire and requeſt with the deepeſt affection 
of my heart, that I may, in this preſent life, be 
made one of the leaſt of the beloved diſciples of 
Jesus, who follow him in a contempr of the 
world, and in à renouncing of all | tranſitory 
things; working the works of faith according to 
his word, not for my merits and labours, but 
through the free grace of Gop and the commiſe- 
711851 > 2 | rating 
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rating mercy of my Loxp Jzsus CuRIST: fo 
that I may apprehend that, for which I alſo am ap- 
ebended of Gon, and, through the infinite merits 
of his accepted obedience to death for me, may be 
vouchſafed in his kingdom to come, when the 
church ſhall come to the land of promiſe, to be 
viſited by him, to be comforted, to eat of the 
hidden manna, to be made glad, and to be beau- 
tified with all the faints in glory. Amen. 
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S H Ap. XX. 


Of ibe ſcweet diſcourſe of Ixsus with St. Peter and 
St. John tbe apoſtle, concerning the love of him. 


Bleſs and thank thee, OLox DI ESUS CHRIST, 
thou moſt favourable lover of men, and 
molt” wiſe teacher of babes, for thy ſweer' con- 
ference with St. Peter, after thy ſolemn veſting of 
of him and his felloto- apoſtles with their important 
commiſſion, about the /ove of thee ; particularly 
ueſtioning him by name three times, and dif- 
tinguiſhly adding the name of his father, at which 
he might well wonder and exceedingly rejoice. 
Becauſe in thy conſolation with him, thou, to 
ſhew-wwhat it is thou demandeſt of the paſtors of 
thy flock, didſt enquire only about his inward 
love nd affection towards thee, ſaying, — 
fon of Jonas, loveſt thou me more thon theſe ? 
praiſe and honour thee, O moſt worthy 4 
for thine unſpeakable goodneſs, that thou didſt 
not impute to St. Peter his fn, grievouſly com- 
mitted againſt thee ; but whilſt thou didſt thus 
enquire after his love towards thee, didſt very 
enn, convey to him a caution againſt pre- 
ferring 
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ferring himſelf before others, as he had in his 


forward zeal indeed lately done ; didſt give him 
an opportunity by his ay/wer, to ſhew the change 
thy humbling grace had wrought in him after 
the fad proof of his infirmity ; didſt the more 
fervently kindle up that love which thou kneweſt 
to be in him; and didſt make the ſame known to his 
brethren that were in the ſame place. Nor wouldſt 
thou putting this queſtion in thy holy word to thy 
Paſtors in every age, leſs enquire into the ſor? of af- 
fection they have towards thee after their falls; that 
by their ſelf- examination and anſwer their humility 
and love of thee might be manifeſt. Moreover, what 
dignity thou didſt vouchſafe to Peter, ſo as to 
give him a place with thy apoſties in thy perfect 
ove, even after his fall, thou didſt now declare 
to the whole church throughout the world; and 
particularly for a ſtanding record of the truſt 
committed to the bj/ops ot thy church ever ſince : 
leſt perhaps ſome ane, upon his being neglected, 
ſhould by reaſon of his former fall think irreve- 
Tently of him, with whom thou, O Lox, didft 
now lovingly converſe and eat. Much to be 
commended is St. Peter thy apoſtle for his right 
and free anſwer to thee, plainly -evincing the 

change of his heart and the Bumility there now 
was in it, and excluding all preſumption and in- 
cautious ſpeech, that favoured of a preference of 
| himſelf before others, in the love of thee, teaching 
me and all others to think lowly of ourſelves ; 
prudently to conſider, wiſely to anſwer the queſ- 
tions put to us, and truly and conſtantly to con- 
ſeſs, and reſolutely to maintain the Chriſtian faith 
againſt all oppoſition. « As therefore thou, to en- 
force this enquiry to the heart of Peter and to all 
paſtors, didſt thrice ſay to him, loveſt thou me 8 | 
* | | W 
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who have ſuffered for thee, and whom thou now 
ſeeſt riſen for thee, and manifeſting myſelf to 
thee, ſo he believing with the whole heart, nothing 
doubting, #hrice ſaid, becauſe he had thrice de- 
nied thee, 1 love thee, T love thee, I love thee. What 
more? Iappealtothee,L,or v; thou knoweft allthings, 
thou knoweſt that I love thee, At the laßt repeti- 
tion of the queſtion, giving a ſure proof of his 
affection, in his being grieved to think that thou, who 
knoweſt all things, ſhould after his proteſtation 
ſtill queſtion it. By all which he has left us an 
example of the language of converts and true paſ- 
tors to thee, O CarisT, and of the appeal made 
to thee by them that truly love thee. 

2. Men might not believe Peter's converſions 
becauſe they ſaw not his heart, Therefore Go 
provided that he ſhould teſtify it before thee, 
who knoweſt hearts, and ſhould cry out before 
all that heard him, and with awful appeal to 
thee, reſolutely profeſs with his heart and 
mouth, ſaying, Lok p, thou knoweſt all things; * 
thou knoweſt that I love thee. Which was as much 
as ſaying, © Lo R o, thou haſt proved me, and 
* known me, thou haſt known my backſliding 
* when ] denied thee z thou haſt known my riſing 
„again, when upon thy looking upon me I wept 
« bitterly and ply repented. Thou halt par- 
0 doned, thou haſt pardoned me, O LO R p, 
« wherein 1 have ſinned againſt thee. Thou haſt 
„ pardoned all my offence for thy great names 
fake; becauſe ſweet is thy compaſſion, and 
* thy mercies are manifold overall thy works, 
from everlaſting to everlaſting. Thou halt 
** given me full evidence of it in thy manifeſta- 
* tion of * to me: therefore my affections 
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are drawn out after thee, and thou, who know- 
«" eft my heart, ſeeſt all its movements, and clear- 
© ty diſcerneſt this work of thy grace in it, that I 
- © Jave thee.” I praiſe and glorify thee, O moſt 
| feet Ixsus, for thy faithful and diligent com- 
mendation of thy /ambs and ſheep to the hands 
and paſtoral care of thy beloved lover, St. Peter 
the apoſtle ; not in preference to, but in common 
with the reſt of the apoſtles ; and particularly 
to him at that time, in order to ſhew thou 
requireſt this care of thy flock from thy paſtors, 
as a certain proof of their profeſſed /ove of thee, 
And indeed how could he do otherwiſe than thus 
Jove him, who had called him from catching of 
Fiſhes xo the care of ſouls and the government of 

is church; from the ſhip to the epiſcopel throne ; 
from mean nets to a royal prieſt hood; from poor 
parents to the apaſtolic dignity ! How can all 
they but love thee, whom thou bringeſt hitherto ! 
For it is of thy great mercy and the favour of 
thy goodneſs alone, inveſting him, as well as the o- 
ther apoſtles, with a commiſſion like to thine own, 
that thou didſt appoint him, as well as them, and 
their ſucceſſors in thy church univerſal, to ſtand 
in thy flead, as thy ſpiritual. plenipotentiaries to the 
people ; and in this view as thy apoſtolic vicars, 
in the ſpiritual miniſtration of thy word and ſa- 
craments and of eccleſiaſtic cenſures, not to lord it 
over the brethren, not for the deſtruction pr hurt 
of any new-yeaned /amb, or weak ſheep, com- 
mitted to them; but for the defence and conſo a- 
tion, for the edification and ſalvation of all the 
faithful, great or ſmall, throughout the whole 
world in one body. And therefore by the /zvely ora- 
cle of thy holy voice thou didſt carefully command 
Peter, and in the ſame words didſt repeatedly give - 

mo 
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moſt ſolemn charge to all the other apoſtles and 
their ſucceſſors to the end of the world, Who 
would make full proof of their love of thee, ſays 
ing, FEED my lambs—FEED my ſheep, that is, 
« {mall and great, rich and poor, whom I have 
de bought with my blood. Remember what 
e thou walt before I called thee from the ſhip to 
« the apoſtolic dignity, and what now thou art 
« by my ſingular mercy and grace, after thy 
ce thrice-repeated denial of me. Behold, thou 
« haſt been made, with thy fellow-apoſtles, a 
« ſhepherd and ruler of the church, not to ſeek 
e thine own honour or gain, much leſs to affect 
« earthy dominion, but to feek my honour and 
that of my heavenly Father and of the Holy 
« Ghoſt, in whoſe name thou miniſtreſt, and to 
e preſerve the peace of the churches. FRED 
e then my lambs and ſheep, withold not from 
ce them the word of life, nor my body and blood, 
* but herewith ſupport them as a biſhop given 
“to teach, by example, in word, in charity, in con- 
** verſation, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity; even 
„ laying down thy life, that thou mayſt ful- 
* fil thy courſe, and give an account of them 
„ with joy at my appearing.” | 

3. I praiſe thee, O loving Jesvs, for this 
excellent conference with St. Peter, fearching out 
his love, and enforcing his paſtoral care of thy 
flock, in order to prepare him for thy prophetic 
account of his ſufferings in the diſcharge of it. 
Becauſe he alone, that loves thee, will not be of- 
fended at ſuffering for thee. Therefore it was 
ſaid, Ioveſt thou me ? who have ſuffered for thee. 
For having the repeated declaration of his love, 
thou telleſt him it ſhould be tried; and after 
ſtrengthening him to the ſuffering of the Toſh 
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didſt ſay, Yerily, verily 1 ſay unto thee, when 
thou wat young, thou girdeſt thyſelf and walk- 
eft. whither thou , wouldſt, but when thou ſhalt be 
old, thou Halt ſtretch forth thy hands, and another 
ſhall gird thee, and carry thee, whither thou wouldſt 
not. For tis ſpakeſft thou, fignifying by what death 
be ſhould glorify God ; and ſhewing all thy faithful 
paſtors, that with tribulation they ſhould fulfil their 
miniſtry, and yet encouraging both by thy own 

example, ſaying, Follow me. But thou wouldſt 
continue thy beloved diſciple Jobn for a longer 
time, both to teach and write the more exalted 
and very profitable myſteries of thy holy church, 

for the conſolation of many of the faithful. 
_ Wherefore thou, graciouſly reproving in us a 
yain curioſity and ſearch after the end of others, 
which does not at all relate to our good, and 
exhorting us to conſider our own, anſweredſt Pe- 
zer*s unprofitable queſtion about the lot. of John, 
ſaying, FI will that be tarry © and remain in 
the body for the inſtruction of my whole 
&* church, and for the ſpecial care of my mother, 
% whom I commended to him on the croſs ; if 1 
« will that he live long, and record ſome of the 
„ higheſt myſteries concerning my divinity and 
% my incarnation, my paſlion and reſurrection, 
„ which he ſaw and very frequently heard of 
* from my mouth, concerniag my inauguration 
& into my kingdom, my adminiſtration in it, 
the ſtate of the churches, my overthrow of 
the enemies, my ſecond coming, the general 
« reſurrection, - the judgment, the eternal pu- 
« niſhment of the wicked, the everlaſting joys 
* of my faithful ſervants, fill I come in perſon 
„ to him, and take him up to myſelf”, hat is 
that to thee ? ©* Conſider thine own end, con- 
| | tinue, 
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« tinue in my love.” Follow thou me, © bearing 
« the croſs for my ſake. Becauſe it will be to 
« thy great honour, if thou ſhalt ſuffer for me a 
« like death on the croſs, and thus glorify Gop, 
« ſhewing him working mightily and gloriouſly 
« in ons to make thee” faithful, even unto death: 


Not that he ſaid unto him, hau ſbalt not die”. _ 
4. I beſeech thee, O LoxD JESsUs CHRIST, 
thou moſt excellent director and phy/iciun of 
the languiſhing ſoul, amidſt the various fluctu- 
ations and events of this my deplorable and 
mortal life, guide me to the haven of thy 
glory. Drive away from all thy miniſters the noxi- 
ous blaſt of pride, which breeds contention and 
ſtrife, and which thou reſiſteſt; and eſpecially 
from me, thy unworthieſt ſervant, when I am read- 
ing or hearing, or ſinging before my ſuperiorsand my 
brethren in the church. When I am writing little 
treatiſes or doing any poor ſervices for its uſe and 
edification, may I not compare myſelf, not only 

not with thoſe that are more learned or more diſ- 

cerning through ſuperior abilities of mind, which 
thou of thy grace haft given unto them, or more 
zealous in their labours of love; but not with any 

of my brethren, leſt I ſhould be wiſe or exalted 
in my own conceit, and ſhould loſe the fruit of 
good works, of a lowly-minded faith here, and, 
m the world to come, an eternal reward with thee 
in heaven, Preſerve me alſo from the ſtrong 
tempeſt of anger and indignation againſt the bre- 
thren, that I may ſtudy graciouſly to ful the 
law of love, and to bear with the manners and 
falls of others, to excuſe them as my own in- 
firmities, and to reſtore ſuch an one in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs; as thou, O Lox, haſt well inſtructed 
thy diſciples by this thy long and frequent forbear- 
ance of them, and thy meek exhortation of them to 
| things 
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things, that were profitable unto their ſalvation; 
Cauſe me to ſearch out my heart, and to examine. 
whether the love of thee dwelleth in me, and 
make me in my particular ſtation or calling to 
ſhew forth the proof of it, in being good to thy 

When tribulation cometh, give me to 
follow thee by the croſs, patiently enduring for 
thy name's ſake labour of body and ſorrow of 
heart in the fulfilling of my courſe, even unto, 
death. Vouchſaſe me, an unworthy ſinner, of 
thy great mercy by faith, with St. Thomas, to ap- 
prehend thy ſacred wounds, and every day to 
* meditate. on them at the time of the Chriſtian ſa- 
crifice, in the cloſet, at the table, in every place 
and occaſion ; for to ſtir me up to more frequent 
thankſgiving, for to kindle in me a more fervent 
love of thy name, and for the honour of thy crols, 
Grant me alſo with the apoſtle St. John a purity 
of heart and mind to love thee, to have an eſpecial 
regard for the mother church commended to me, 
as the bleſſed Mary was to him; moſt willingly to 
read, and hear, and treaſure up his ſacred goſpel 
in my breaſt; by faith to lean, as it were, and 
to reſt on thy breaſt, to put away all earthy af- 
fections, and to contemplate celeſtial ſecrets 
with him in the apocalypſe. Be thou alſo propi- 
tious to me, and defend me from all the aſſaults 
of my fleſhly corruptions. Strengthen me in all holy 
virtues and godly living, to reſiſt the flattering 
and bitter deluſions of the devil, which are very 
oppoſite and hateful to thee, and to all ſaints. 
Give me thro' thy might to exterminate all haugh- 
tineſs of ſpirit; to bridle the appetite of the belly; 
to keep the door of my heart and mouth, and, 
in the faith of thy moſt gracious protection, 
to have a ſtrict guard over the reſt of my ſenſes, 
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knowing, that except thou kecpeſt the city, the watchs 
man waketh but in vain. Grant me alſo, thou moſt . 
exalted Jzsvs, thou Son of Gop, as baptized with 
thy baptiſm, chearfully to drink of the cup of 
thy paſſion, with the ſons of Zebedee, for the re- 
miſſion of my fins, and to eat and drink with 
them and all thy ſaints, together with thee. in the 
kingdom of heaven. Amen. 
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Of the appearance of Cyr1sT 70 the eleven diſci- 
ples, o mount Tabor, in Galilee, 


1. J Bleſs and thank thee, OLogy JEsus CHRIST 
thou king of heaven and earth, who 
meteſt out heaven with a ſpan, and comprehend- 
eſt the duſt of the earth in a meaſure ; who weighs - 
eſt the mountains in ſcales, and the hills in 4 
balance; who holdeſt the ſeas in the hollow of 
thy hand, and gathereſt the winds in thy fiſt 
who ſitteſt between the cherubim and ſerapbim, 
beholding the great deeps, who walkeſt upon the 
ſtars and circuit of heaven, and conſidereſt the ends 
of the earth, and knoweſt all things before they 
come to pals. I bleſs, praiſe- and glorify - thee, 
who didſt aſcend into heaven, and deſcend, for the joy- 
ful and glorious and excellent manifeſtation of thy- 
ſelf on mount Tabor to thy eleven diſciples ; as thou 
didſt clearly and truly promiſe them before thy re- 
ſurrection. For it is written, I wall ſmite the ſbep- 
berd. and the ſheep of the flack ſhall be ſcattered abroad. 
But after Jam riſen again I will go before you into Gas 
lilee. In the irſt place therefore thou didit foretel 
them two ſorrowful events, grievous to be heard by 
D d thy 
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thy beloved friends; namely, the /miting of the 
ſhepherd, ſignifying, that thou waſt to ſuffer of 
the Jews; and that then the diſperſion of the flock, 
their own flight and wailing, for fear of puniſh- 
ment and death, would ſoon follow. But leſt they 
ſhould deſpair, when laden with a weight of evils, 
thou didſt immediately add two very joyful cir- 
cumſtances, the conſolation and delight of all 
men; aſſuring them of thy glorious reſur- 
refion to take place on the third day, and of thy 
pleaſing appearance in a certain place, well known 
unto them, in mount Tabor, ſituate in Galilee, 
in which thou hadſt before wrought many ſigns 
and miracles, in the preſence of thy diſciples and 
of all the people. O how honoured was this land 
of Galilee, this country of CHRTST, in which 
was the. city of Nazareth, the dwelling-place of 
the true Nazarite, CHRIST, who was ſeparated 
from his brethren and ſeparate from ſinners, higher 
than the heavens ; ſeparated unto or for the uſe of the 
Loxp ; who had the conſecration of his Gop upon 
his head, and offered indeed in himſelf, as they 
of old typically did, every offering the law required; 
that he might be, as it was predifted of him in 
the perſon of every Nazarite, particularly in that of 
Samſon, the child ſhall be a Nazarite, or Nazarene 
unto God! O how illuſtrious was this region 
made, out of which came forth to us the eternal 
Joys of our ſalvation, written in the holy goſpels! 
Therefore the greater condemnation would await 
them that repented not, notwithſtanding all thy 
mighty works done amongſt them: as it muſt 
be the portion of them, who will not turn and fear 
thee, after all the cloud of witneſſes to thy truth 
and love, which thou haſt cow vouchſafed __ 
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By praiſe and honour thee, O Jesvs, for thy 
great goodneſs in viſiting thy diſciples, coming 
to a certain ſecret place, apart from ſecular hurry, 
ſuitable, and therefore choſen for the hearing of the 
divine commands; in which thou hadſt before been 
transfigured, in the preſence of the three competent 
witneſſes, Peter, James and John, and been ar- 
rayed and clothed with majeſty and excellent glo- 
ry, and proclaimed by the voice of this Glory, for 
his beloved Son, to increaſe the faith of the diſci- 
ples in thee before thy paſſion, and to ſhew unto 
them, the glory thou wouldſt riſe to. But in this thy 
very evident appearance, after thy moſt glorious 
reſurrection, thou didſt manifeſt thyſelf to 
the other diſciples, ſtrengthening the weak be- 
lievers, giving aſſurance to the doubtful, graciouſ- 
ly teaching, and making them glad for thy pre- * 
ſence, and for thy power over all things in heaven 
and earth, now ſurrendered to thee, by the Fa- 
ther, to exerciſe in thy human nature: whilſt hea- 
ven rung at thy moſt ſolemn inveſtiture, with 
this loud anthem, Worthy is the Lamb, that was. 
ſlain to receive power, and richts, and wiſdom, and 
ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſſing. Hear- 
ing theſe things from thy mouth, they juſtly 
adored thee, who liveſt for ever and ever, and 
glorified thy holy name, and, proſtrating them- 
ſelves even to the ground, rejoiced with the gregt- 
eſt devotion and joy; ſinging a new ſong unto 
thee, our Gor, whilſt angels above rehearſed thy 
praiſe, Becauſe they then had made known to them 
ſuch high and wonderful things concerning the 
holy Tx1n1TyY as none is ſufficient fully to ex- 
preſs. O glorious and delightful viſion ! O 
molt excellent and divine revelation ! O the great 
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and unſpeakable joys in the hearts of the holy 
apoſtles ! 
3. I praiſe and glorify thee, O moſt ſweet 
4 meek Jxsus, who didſt very courteouſly 
converſe with thy diſciples in the mount, re- 
vealing to them the true faith of the holy Tz1- 
NITY, and delivering unto them the right 
form of words for making diſciples of all nations, 
for baptizing the faithful in the flopd of 
acramental waters, and for ſealing to them thy 
righteouſneſs and the fellowſhip of the Spirit; 
ſaying, go ye and diſciple all nations; baptizing 
them in- the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, teaching them to obſerve 
all things, whatever 1 have commanded you. Amen. 
In which thou wouldſt enforce to mankind 
the awful office of thy miniſters, as well as 
carry up their minds in faith, to view the di- 
vine perſons, vouchſafing to convey to men by this 
miniſtry, and their own ordained means, this won- 
derous work of a regeneration from their original 
guilt into the favour and fellowſhip of Gop. 
' Herein therefore, I believe myſelf baptized 
by thy own apoſtolically-ordained minier, 
and regenerated according to thy promiſe on 
the faith of the church or my parents, (as 
the ſervant was healed at- the centurion's pray- 
er, the daughter at the inſtance of her Cana- 
nitifſh mother ; the paralytic at that of his friends) 
into the right and catholic faith; to be inftruc- 
ted and educated in the holy church, and to 
grow up unto the fulne/s of the meaſure” of the 
ſtature of CyrIisT. Thanks, continual thanks, 
be to thee, thou true Beer-labai-roi, the well 
of him that liveth and ſeeth me,” by whom, like 
Hagar, I am comforted in my affliction, and 
5 receive 


(10860 
receive the promiſes, and from whom every 
grace and every good thing, together with the 
hope of eternal falvation, is derived unto men. 
To. which after the end of this mortal life, 
do thou vouchfafe to bring me thro* thine own 
all availing merits, delivering me from the 
grievous puniſhments of the hell to come. It 
is my part to pray, it is thy promiſe to help. I 
am frail and inconſtant; thou art gracious and 
abundant in mercy and truth, able and wil- 
ling to deliver me from all pain and forrow, 
and to bring me along with thee to the moun- 
tain of thy glory. Grant therefore to me, O Jx- 
sus, thou help of my countenance and my 
Gop, that, being. baptized into thee, I may 
through thee crucify the old man, may obſerve 
the things thou commandeſt, and © utterly 
4 aboliſh the whole body of ſin,” and as Iam 
made * a partaker of thy death, may alſo be 
„ made a partaker of thy reſurrection.” I cry 
unto thee, I ſigh for thee, and pray to thee 
day and night, till I ſhall thro* the protection 
of thy grace come fafely to thee, to the hea» 
venly mount, where thou haſt promiſed to ap- 
pear to thy people, and them to appear with 
thee in glory, who, with the Father and the 
| Holy Ghoſt, liveſt and reigneſt ever, one God, 

world without end. Amen. 
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PART the FOURTH, 


Of the Aſcenſion, Pentecoſt and ſome 
other particulars. 
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CHAP, I. 
Of the aſcenſion of the Log 0, and bis appearance. 


1] Bleſs and thank thee,O Logo. Jesvs CHRIST, 
who waſt indeed magnifed in the ſight 
of thy J/rae!, thou king of glory, who ruleſt 
the raging of the ſeas, and haſt ſcattered the 
enmity. abroad with thy mighty arm ; — thou 
creator of heaven and earth, the Log D of an- 
gels and Saviour of men, in whom all the 
leſſings on the typic patriarchs meet; — thou 
moſt holy Brancn, ſet in the mountains of 
| Jfrazl, but flouriſhing and ſpringing up to hea- 
ven; the deteſter of the proud, the comforter 
of the lowly.; — thou ſeed of David, whole throne 
is as the ſun before Gor, who proſperouſly ri- 
ding upon the beaven in thy majeſty, and in thine 
excellency upon the ſky, didſt to-day, amidſt the 
ſongs of angels and the ſound of the trumpet 
and the merry noiſe of the harp, by thine own 
power aſcend triumphantly in a cloud, in the pre- 
ſence of thy diſciples, with a joyful countenance and 
glorious body, clothed with light as with a gar- 
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"EP ( 407 ) 4 
ment, far above all heavens and all the ſtars 
of heaven; above the cherubim and ſeraphim, and 
above every angelic dignity and created ex- 
cellency : and who, having overcome the prince 
of this world, didſt open and ſhew the way of 
eternal life and glory to a few choſen friends, 
whom thou didſt call out of the world, and 
enable to follow thee in the way of the 
mortifications of the croſs, and graciouſly comfort 
and ſtrengthen. It was now theſe words of the p/al- 
miſt were tulfiiled : lift up your heads, O ye gates, and 
be ye lift up, ye everlaſting doors, and the king 
of glory ſhall com? in. Who is the king of glory? 
the Lok p, ſtrong and mighty, the LoRD mighty 
in battle, It was now that theſe promiſes were ac- 
compliſhed Thou ſetteſt me before thy face for 
ever. In thy righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted, 
for thou art the glory of their ſtrength. In my 
name ſhall his horn be exalted, I will make bim 
my firſt-born higher than the kings of the earth. 1 
will ſet him on high, &c. O Lorxp my God, 
how excellent is thy name above all the earth, thou 
that ſetteſt thy glory above the heavens! How 
glorious an entrance didſt thou, O king of 
heaven, thou ſon of the right hand, thou be- 
loved of the Lorp, who dwelleſt in ſafety by 
him, make into the kingdom of thy Father! With 
what glory and honour art thou crowned above all 
ſaints, and moſt deſervedly. ſet down at the right 
hand of the Father, whoſe ſubſtance is bleſſed, whoſe 
work is accepted; becauſe that thou didſt pour out 
thy ſoul unto death, and deign to die for the un- 
godly : that thou mighteſt give life to thy peo- 
ple, and make them ſit down with thee at thy holy 
table in thy kingdom; which thou haſt prepared 
for them before the beginning of the world in the 
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multitude of thy tender mercies, and not for theis | 


merits. Jaſepb's exaltation after his ſufferin 
the promotion of Moſes after his reproach, of 
David after his perſecution, or Deborab's tri- 
umph or Solomon's aſcent to the temple are but 
faint expreſſions of this thy more glorious ex- 
altation and aſcenſion into heaven. It was now 
the amazingly lovely ſcene was diſplayed, which 
was rehearſed in a figure by the high: prieſt of old; 

when with incenſe "and the blood of the ſacti- 
fice he had offered for the fins of the people, 

he went, arrayed in white, into the holy of ho- 

lies, before the ſhadow of Gop's preſence, to 
make reconciliation, For at this time thou, 
the faithful high-prieſt, who art holy, harm- 
leſs, undefiled, didſt by a more excellent mi- 
niſtry, after thou hadiſt offered up one ſacrifice 
for ſin, and hadſt made a new and living way 
through the vail of thy fleſh, by thine own 
blood once enter into the holy place, to plead 
the incenſe of thy merits ; to appear, as thou 
hadſt been ſlain, in the preſence of Gop for us, 
that we too might have liverty to enter into the ho- 
lieſt ; and for ever to fit down at the right-hand of 
Gov in glory, as thou didſt of old ſhew thyſelf a- 
bove the cherubim. O how great is the dignity of 
man's condition, that human nature united to Gon 
in one perſon, ſhould, like Elijah carried up of old 
n a glorious vehicle, tranſcend every ereature in 
2 and earthl Therefore juſtly ought all in hea- 
ven and earth and under the deep, for thankſgiving 
and due praiſe to thy name, O moſt ſweet and 
wonderful Jzsus, our heayenly advocate, to 
bend to thee, that ever liveſt to make inter- 
ceſſion for us: and bound are they low at thy 
toot-ſtool ro bow their knees before thy ay 
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and to adore the preſence of thy glory, and 
above all things to exalt and throughout all ages 
to praiſe thy holy name, with the pſalmiſt in- 
viting all to join their grateful ſongs, ſaying, 
Go is gone up with a ſhout, the LoxD with the 
\ ſound of the trumpet. Sing praiſes unto Gop, 
fing praiſes ;, fing praiſes unto our king, ſing prai- 
ſes. For God is the king of all the earth; fing ye 
praiſes with underſtanding, God  reigneth over 
the heathen, Gop fitteth upon the throne of his 
holineſs. I praiſe and honour thee for thy kind 
viſit and laſt appearance to thy diſciples, as they 
far at meat, and devoutly ſpake of thee and de- 
fired greatly to behold thy face, according to 
thy promiſe ; who rejoiced that thou waſt pre- 
ſent with them, for their ſingular con- 
ſolation, For as often as they now aſſembled 
to eat, and diſcourſed together concerning the 
kingdom of Gon and the riches of thy mercy, 
concerning peace and brotherly love, concerning 
godly virtues and the ſalvation of ſouls, thou, 
their joy and crown, hadſt the firſt place 
truly their leſſer care and later thought was 
about their meat and drink. For having all 
things in common they ſought not dainty re- 
paſts; having riches and a ſufficiency in the 
common miniſtration of the brethren, and not 
ſelfiſhly ſeeking their own in thoſe things, whereof 
they were but ftewards. I praiſe thee with chearful 
voice, thou moſt high, everlaſting king, for 
that loving feaſt with thy poor apoſtles, not 
with many of the mighty, the rich, the wiſe of this 
world, by whom thou and thy diſciples, whom 
thou didſt chuſe out of this world and didſt ſe- 
parate from the company of the wicked, were 
deſpiſed, Thanks be to thee, who, before thou 
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aſcendedſt into the heavens, didſt by this viſit 
ſtrengthen thy very weak and fearful diſciples, 
Jeft amidſt the waves of the world, to whom thou 
didſt by thy word reveal many ſecret things con- 
cerning paſt and future events; that _ comfort- 
ed by thy holy words, they might not faint in en- 
during the contradiftion of ſinners for thy name's 
ſake. I praiſe and glorify thee, O Lok D Jzsvs 
CHRIST, thou moſt excellent teacher amongſt 
all the teachers of divinity, for every word which 
thou ſpakeſt to thy diſciples and before all the 
people; for thy many moſt beautiful and myſ- 
tic parables and plain doctrines, moſt wiſely 
adapted to the nature of man's underſtanding 
and to the capacities of the hearers ; for the right 
interpretation and clear expoſition of the divine 
writings, in the books of Moſes and the prophets 
and the pſalms; throughout affording a moſt 
certain teſtimony of thee, and of all thy 
holy works and glorious miracles, which thou, 
on thy coming, didſt perform in the world and 
order to be preached throughout the whole 
earth. O how aſtoniſhing a view had they of 
thine infinite wiſdom and love, when their un- 
derſtanding was opened, that they might underſtand 
the ſcriptures ! The eyes that before refted in the 
letter, unable to ſee aught but the typic hiſto- 
ries, now ſaw thro* them, and had the charming 
ſpirit of them, like a new-born day, break in upon 
their hearts, to ſhew thee unto them, and to in- 
flame them with thy love. | 
3. I praiſe and heartily bleſs thee, O moſt 
loving Jzsvs CHRIST, thou everlaſting ſhep- 
herd, for thy good keeping of thy lowly and 
poor flock, ſet in the midſt of a perverſe and adul- 
terous generation; whom thou, after — 
| and 
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and reproving them for the hardneſs of their 
heart and unbelief, didſt bring this day without 
Feruſalem unto the mount of olives: as thou doſt 
now bring thy people to thy holy union, to ſee 
thy public and illuſtrious aſcenſion to the celeſtial 
dwelling of thy Father for them, after thy long ſo- 
journing in the miſeries of this forrowful life, 
and after the due accompliſhment of righteouſ- 

_ neſs and a perfect obedience to the law er man. 
Where alſo, in the preſence of thy holy motber, 
with the devout Mary Magdalene and other be- 
loved women and diſeiples, thou didſt then ſpeak to 
them for the laſt time in the fleſh, with exceed 
ingly earneſt care for thy people, a moſt 
profitable diſcourſe concerning the kingdom and 
government of Gop in thy church below, and in 
the hearts of its members; and concerning the 
contempt of the world, the expectation of fu- 
ture grace and the coming of the Holy Ghoſt 
upon them after a few days, to make them, (as 
he ever makes them to whom he is given,) thy 
witneſſes, repreſſing the curious queſtion of ſome 
about the end of the world. Theſe things being 
ſpoken, after giving them thy bleſſing with thy 
ſacred hands and the full benediction of thy own 
mouth, which was before delivered in ſeveral 
manners of old time, by thy repreſentatives af- 
ter the figurative offering, and is ſtill repeated 
by thy prieſts, after the commemorative ſacri- 
fice in thy church, thou waſt lifted up in thy 
glorious body by thy divine power into the high 
manſion of the heavens; leaving, as Elijah his 
mantle, the covering of thy righteouſneſs and 
Spirit to thy ſervants; innumerable multitudes 
of angels ſinging in holy tranſports around thee, 
and the inhabitants of heaven with their harps, 
together 
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together with the ſouls of the patriarchs and pro- 
phets and holy men of old congratulating thee; 
whom thou hadſt redeemed from the hand of hell, 
and quietly ſeated in a paradiſe of delight, until the 
redemption of the body. Thus didſt thou, who hadf 
clean hands and à pure heart, who hadſt wrought 
rigbteouſueſs and reveal d thetruth, hadſt ſworn to thine 
own great hurt and changed not, joytully, openly 
powerfully and excellently, leading the capti- 
vators captive, aſcend up on high into the hill 
of the Logp, into his holy place, to the royal 
and lofty throne of heaven; moſt worthily pre- 
pared. for tance alone from all eternity, in order 
to the accompliſhment of theſe promiſes, thou 
Halt prevent him with the bleſſings of goodneſs, and 
Halt ſet @ crown of pure gold upon his head: ho- 
nour and great worſhip ſhalt thou lay upon him; 

: whilſt ten thouſand times ten thouſand and thou- 
ſands of thouſands of voices in fulleſt accord 
proclaimed, worthy 45 the lamb that. was ſlain 
to receive power and worſhip, honour and glory, 
mow and for ever. Amen. Thus didſt thou give 
the nations full evidence of thy ſovereign dominion 
over heaven and earth, when thou madeſt the 
things they worſhipped and ſerved now attend up- 
on, as well as give way to thee; and didſt moſt ma- 
nifeſtly prove to thy ſervants thy power to controul 
their nature, and to raiſe them from a death in ſin, 
ſo as to make them throꝰ the Spirit aſcend in holy 
life to Goo. 

4. I praiſe and return thee manifold thanks, 
thou rod of Jeſſe, thou only Son of God, our advo- 
cate with the Father, that pleadeſt with equity 
for the meek of the. earth, but with the breath of 
thy lips ſlayeſt the wicked, and whoſe reft is glo- 
759, for that heavenly and laſting benediction 
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all thy apaſtles and thy other diſciples, gathered 
together on the top of the mount of olives, whereon 
thy holy feet then ſtood. Wherefore now with 
bended knees I, embracing and glorying in thy 
croſs, adore, and together praiſe and humbly in- 
treat of thee, my LorD, the king of glory, 
that I may ſo hear thy words to the apoſtles, 
that my heart and mind may- ſee and believe on 
thee aſcending for me, that a portion of thy Spirit may 
reſt on me: ſo that my heart and mind may by 
thy holy «n#1i0n manifeſtly aſcend up to heavenly 
things together with thee; and may be exalted in thy 
righteouſneſs, overcoming the world and carried 
up to the things which are above, where thou ſit- 
teſt ; and may follow thee with inceſſant praiſes 
for the abundance of thy conſolation in this my 
preſent place of baniſhment, For I congratulate 
thee with all thy ſaints for the exceeding great 
joy and ſolemnity of this day, ſuch as was never 
before ſeen, nor heard by any in heaven and earth; 
becauſe now human nature, by its perſonal union 
with the divine, is raiſed at the right hand of the 
Father in perpetual majeſty : openly joining my 
feeble acknowledgment in the language of the 
voice from heaven, now is come ſalvation, and 
ſtrength, and the kingdom of our Gon, and the power 
of bis CRISTHHJ; and looking for thy Bleſſed hope 
and glorious appearance, O Lord JESUS CurisrT, 
when I too, raiſed from the grave, may 
in the body aſcend up to thee,and withthee continu- 
ally dwell,fitting down on thy throne,and reigning. 


in life by thee. Amen. 
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CHAP. II. 
Cf of the appearance of the angels in white robes: 


1. Bleſs and thank thee, O moſt ſweet Lok 
Jzsvs CyR1sT, and devoutly praiſe thee on 

this holy day, O Loxp Gop Almighty, which» art 
and waſt and art to come, that on the withdrawing * 
of thyſelf from thy apoſtles, and on thy triumph: 
ant entrance with angels loud acclamations into 
thy kingdom in the heavens, by thy blood, to 
take to thee thy great power, and to reign, didſt 
ſend tene angels, the ambaſſadors of thy celeſtial 
court, clothed in white raiments, to comfort thy 
ſeemingly forſaken diſciples, ſtedfaſtly and wiſh- 
fully looking after thee into heaven, bur not able 
to follow thee. Who alſo ſaid unto them, Ze men 
of Galilee, why ſtand ye thus gazing up into hea- 
ven? why do ye wonder at this ſtupendous 
% miracle never before ſeen ? Gop can do all 
things; Gop made man is gone up with the 
c ſound of the trumpet. He, the great aſcen/ion- 
& offering, with clouds of merit, ſweeter than 
«. incenſe, fuming from the golden altar of his 
„ divinity, and which all the burnt-offerings made 
«. by fire denoted, is now gone up to Gop for 
« you. He is now for the ſuffering of death 
e crowned. with glory and honour, has a name 
« given him above every name, and is highly exalt- 
© ed, to rule over men in his ſeveral ordinances 
c here below; KING of kings and Lox p of lords. 
« Ye therefore ought to preach and to teſtify un- 
4 to others, what ye have heard and ſeen, as he 
has commanded you. For this ſame Jzsvs 
| be oj | c iich 
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n which is taken up from you into heaven, to re- 
« ceive a kingdom, Mall ſo come in like manner, 
« as ye have ſeen him go into heaven. But then 
« he, who executes the juſtice of the LorRD and 
« his judgments with his Iſrael, ſhall come with 
great power and glory to. judge the. quick and 
« dead, who lately appeared amongſt you lowly 
« and meek, that he might bring the lowly, 
e who follow him to his heavenly realms of joy.“ 
Bleſſed alſo be thy name, who doſt alſo by thy 
word ſtill vouchſaſe this gracious embaſſy and aſſu- 
rance to the faith, that contemplates and ſees 
thee aſcending for men, and cauſeſt thy light and 
the Spirit of purity to work in them this perſuaſion + 
of thy coming again to their conſolation. Remem- 
ber me, thy poor ſuppliant, I beſeech thee, O 
dear Jesus, from the throne of thy glory, for 
thy perfect offering's ſake. Remember and com- 
paſſionate me, baniſhed as I am, and a ſtranger 
left here in this vale of tears, groaning and la- 
menting amidſt the various temptations and diſ- 
quietudes of this preſent life, which often draw 
back my heart from the good things of heaven. 
Neither let me reſt in an inactive contemplation, 
but be employed alſo in an exerciſe of thy grace, 
and walk in the way that leads to thee. There- 
fore draw me after thee, O moſt happy Jzsvs, . 
that, laying Hold upon the ſure and ſtedfaſt hope, 
that anchor of the ſoul, which thou ſetteſt before me, 
and which entereth within the wail, I may follow 
thee in the ſteps of holy deſire, and fervent love, 
and in the way of thy commandments, who 
cannot now follow thee with my bodily feet. 
For thou haſt in thine own example ſhewn me, 
who am not worthy of the leaſt glimpſe of thy 


favour, that the crown ſucceeds the cro/5, and 
| | that 
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that I muſt follow thee in the way of thy humili- 
ty to ſee thee in the excellency of thy majeſty. 
2. O bleſſed ſight, clearly to fee Gop in him- 
ſelf, as he is, as he is now perfectly ſeen by an- 
gels, and as he will be ſeen by all the ſaints in 
heaven, in all his eſſential glory and majeſty, 
What hath there ever been or is there in the world 
equal to this ſight, of which every tremendous ma- 
nifeſtation of Gop to his ſervants of old, even the 
transfiguration of CHRIST, was but a figure! What 
is man, that thou calleſt him hitherto ! And now 


I truly know that all my deſire can never be ſa- 


tisfied or quieted with any earthy good, unleſs I 


| ſhall be united to thee, my Gop, in heaven, and 


ſhall be deliver'd from all evil. Therefore alſo thou, 
the bigh-prieft after the order of Melchiſedec, who 
ever liveib, my divine fore-runner, haſt entered 
within the vail, and gone before me to the Father, 
to prepare a place and way for me to this glory ; 
obtaining pardon of him for me by thy wounds, 
and by the ſweet incenſe of thy accepted obedience 
unto death; that I may now and ever have great 
confidence in thee, becauſe of the multitude of 
thy mercies, and the greatneſs of thy all- ſufficient 
merits. Ah! good Jzsvs, do not leave me, nor 
forſake me. Thou art my love and the deſire 
of my ſoul, my Saviour and my Redeemer, my 


hope from my youth, the thing that I long for 


and all my ſtay, even until my old age; who by 
thy power haſt done e things. I will 
love thee; I will thro' thy grace, as an inſtrument 
of thy glory, with thy ſaints praiſe thee above all 
things, returning thee thanks from the bottom of my 


heart, for all thy good things, as long as I ſhall 


be a ſtranger, and baniſhed from thee in this m 


pilgrimage. Return then by faith, my ſoul, wit 
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Mary, the mother of Jz$vs, and with his apoſtles 
from the mount of Olives by Jeruſalem, ſeeking the 
things which make for peace, and reſt from all 
the thorny cares of the world. Go up with them 
by faith into the great upper room, where the old 

aſſover was finiſhed, and the new was inſtituted in 
the moſt holy ſacrament of the body and blood of 
CHRIST, given, and enjoined thee by himſelf, 
ſer the remiſficn of thy fins. Recolle& too with 
due fſefiouſneſs and attention the vaſt benefits 
there ſealed to thee; ſeeing by faith, with the apoſtles, 
the great things of grace, as if juſt accompliſhed for 
thee, and for this purpoſe abiding in a filent retire- 
ment from the world, and ſpending thy time in 
prayer to Gop, and in holy meditation. For then 
thou wilt be, as the apoſtles we read were, daily in the 
temple; ſinging and praiſing this Gop; and looking 
for the accompliſhment of his promiſe; preparing 
thyſelf for the feaſt of Pentzcoft, about to take 
place, that thou mayſt then receive, as thou doſt 
daily as a Chriſtian receive the Holy Ghoſt, with 
the apoſtles, in this great. feſtival; and that it 
may be a day of his de/cent on thee, as it was on 
them; who, leaving all earthy comforts, expected in 
their chamber the new joy from Car 1sT out of hea- 
ven. Remember in the mean while all the loving- 
kindneſſes of Gop from the beginning of the world, 
even until now; particularly converſing with the 
apoſtles, who being dead, yet ſpeak in their wri- 
tings, concerning the incarnation of CHRIST and 
all the gracious words and mighty works of Jzsus,' 
which are recorded in the goſpels, from the day of 
his nativity, even till the preſent day of his glorious 
aſcenſion to the Father; that thou mayeſt keep 
theſe words, which he has left in his church for 


2 ſpecial conſolation to the weak, to ſtrengthen 
E e both 


ſtles and the other believers in the 
faith, that they might more fully and certainly 
be acquainted by this frequent exerciſe in the 
ſcriptures, with the works and miracles which 
Ixsus did on the earth, be built up in their ho 
of the accompliſhment of the promiſe of the 
other Comforter from heaven, to eſtabliſh and 
perfect them in their calling. 


0 


CH AP. III. 


Of the ſending down of the Holy Ghoſt upon the 
- diſciples of CRIST, a. the feaſt of Pentecoſt. 


1. J Bleſs and thank thee, OLoR D Jrsus ChRIST, 
chou moſt kind comforter of the needy, 
thou moſt ſweet viſiter of the weak, and the moſt 
powerful helper of them that are in tribulation, 
tor thy moſt faithful promiſe of celeſtial gifts 
from the high habitation of heaven, and from the 
Father of lights, after receiving of them through 
the price of thy blood; and for thy immenſe 
bountifulneſs and the wonderful ef of the 
manifold grace of the Holy Ghoſt upon thy diſ- 
ciples aſſembled in 3 where they alſo 
were in the room ſitting and praying; and 
wiſhfully waiting for the conſolation of the Hol 

Ghoſt from heaven, not thinking of the mo 
but as religious perſons withdrawn from the noiſe 
of the world, abiding in peace, caſting away all 
earthy cares from their hearts, and burning with 
a deſire of the things above, which are eternal, and 
to be endued with power from on high and to receive 
the more liberal gifts of heavenly graces. I praiſe 
and glorify thee, O moſt meritorious 5 
CuRIST, 
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Cukisr, thou king of holy angels, for the moſt 
delightful feſtivity of this day, and for the ſo- 

lemn benediction and ſacerdotal conſecration of 
the holy /aver of baptiſm, by the power of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; in which all the faithful, baptized in 
the name of the holy TRINVIT Y, have righteouſ- 
neſs ſealed to them, are cleanſed from the guilt 
of all ſin, are made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and eternal life, and heirs of the heavenly kingdom; 
and are vouchſafed, through the grace of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, to be made companions with angels. 

2. I praiſe and honour thee, who didſt adorn 
this very ſacred day with ſo many miracles, ſigns 
and gifts; and make it memorable to all thy 
faithful people, with - moſt delightful. devotion 
throughout all ages. For in this day the law 
of old time was made public by Moſes, on mount 
Sinai, to thy people 1/rae!, after their Exodus 
and departure from the land of Egypt, on their 
being freed from tlie heavy burden of flavery. 
For the perpetual remembrance of which thou 
didſt order, that every year on this obſervable fif- 
tieth day, after the lifting up of the firſt fruits, 
a new ſacrifice of the new fruits of the earth 
ſhould be offered thee, by way of thankſgiving. 
But now, in the new covenant, when thou, the 
deliverer, whom Moſes figured, hadſt redeemed us, 
as the firft-fruits of them that ſlept, and hadſt aſcend- 
ed into heaven, above the heighr of angels, and 
had received of the Father the promiſe, thou didſt 
bleſs thine apoſtles this day with a larger grace 
and gift: and when they were met with one ac 
cord in one place, thou, ſhewing the bleſſing of 
ſuch unity, didft fend to them inſtead of earthy 
fruits the Holy Ghoſt in its emblem, the found, 
as it were, of a mighty ruſbing wind, which filled 
all the bouſe, whers they were ſitting, as thou didſt 
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introduce the law with tempeſt: cloven tongues, like 
as of fire, fitting on each of them, that they might 
be within fervent with love, and without, apt and 
eloquent to ſpeak boldly the goſpel ; delivering 
all things in ſententious ſpeeches, which the Holy 
Ghoſt inſpired, in order to ſet forth to all nations 
the great and wonderful works of Gop, which 
thou hadſt gloriouſly wrought in the holy land 
for. our ſalvation. For innumerable were theſe 
works, and many indeed were the nations and 
tongues : ſo that to declare theſe to them was im- 
practicable to men; and to convert ſouls, much 
more ſo; but to Gop all things are poſſible and 
moſt eaſy. Wherefore now thou didit vouchſafe 
them, = thou, the Lamb, waſt offered, to gather 
the f- fruits of the Spirit; that having theſe, they 
might give thanks unto thee, and that all nations 
might hear the goſpel promulged with this new 
law, written not on tables of ſtone, but on the hearts 
of men, by the Spirit; and be formed anew, as the 
earth at firſt by the ſpirit's moving on the face of 
the waters. Then was fulfilled what was prefigured, 
when the Log D took of the Spirit, that was upon 
Moſes, and gave it to the elders: then, what Eſaias 
the prophet foretold, ſaying, The lau ſhall go 
forth from Zion, and tbe word of the Loxp from 
Jeruſalem. Then was accompliſhed the wiſh of 
Moſes, ** Would Gop that all the Loro's people 
« chere prophets, and that the LogD would put his 
& Spirit upon them” ;, then came to paſs what 
Joel ſpake of old, I will pour out my Spirit upon 
all fleſb—and they ſhall prophecy. Nor were ſuch 
wonderful things ever heard, as were on this day, 
that ſo many faithful perſons ſhould receive the 
Holy Ghoſt, in a viſible ſign, in cloven tongues of 
fire, and ſhould prophecy openly, and 3 
ſtan 
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ſtand the divine ſcriptures, and ſpeak in the lan- 
guage of all tongues and nations; and that men 
without learning and the ſtudy of books ſhould be- 
come ſo ſuddenly and perfectly learned by the Holy 
Ghoſt in the ſchool of Gop, and with the gift of 
many ſciences ſhould alſo ſhine forth miracles 
and many wonders. Beſides, the powers of the hea- 
vens, fire, light and air, as well as the members of 
men were made to miniſter at, and for the pub- 
liſhing of the goſpel; in order to convince the na- 
tions of their dependency on thee, O Lok p Jzsvs, 
to whom all power was given, that they might 
rurn from the worſhip of theſe and from their 
idols to the living Gop, So that truly the bleſ- 
ſings promiſed to an obedience to the law, and 
received by thee, who fulfilled all righteouſneſs 
for us, were given to thy people; high were they ſet 
above all the nations, bleſſed when they came in and 
when they went out, and eſtabliſned to be a holy 
people, that all might ſee they were called by thy 
name. The good, treaſure of the LoxDp 'was 
now opened to them, to give them the rain of ce- 
leſtial graces, to bleſs the work of their hands. 
3. G the admirable and ineffable power of the 
Holy Ghoſt, who thus inveſts his miniſtry with 
the powers neceſſary for the diſcharge of their of- 
fice, to the edification of others; and where he 
viſits men for their own ſalvation, makes them al- 
ſo bleſſed indeed, fervent and learned through his 
word, lowly and devout, joy ful and ſtrong. 
Wiſheſt thou then, devout ſoul, that thou hadſt 


been one of this happy number? Blame thyſelt 


if thou art not viſited in lite manner. If CHRIS 
is ſeen to thy faith aſcended for thee, and thou 
waiteſt for the promiſe of the Spirit, he will, in 
the ordinary miniſtration of his grace, working 
Ee 3 wonders, 
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wonders, deſcend on thee; and give thee, thot 
not new tongues by inſpiration, yet to ſpeak 
with a new language, not of the world, but of 
Gop; and will reſt on thee, tho' not with outward 
fire, yet with the inward flames of his love, 
teaching thee by his inſpired word ſent home to 
thy heart. For there is no backwardneſs in learn- 
ing, where the Holy Ghoſt is preſent within by 
his word for a teacher; revealing the things of hea- 
ven, which are elſe ſecret to babes, as he knows it 
to be expedientfor their ſalvation, and for the edifi- 
cation of others in his church. Particularly he teaches 
his meek diſciples and ſecret friends, who have 
mourned their Saviour's ſufferings in Calvary, and 
are met together in the church of Gop with onz 
accord, to deſpiſe the world, not to be proudly wiſe 
above what is written, but always to condeſcend to 
men of low eſtate ; to be vile in their own ſight, 
to ſhun pomps, to look into and bewail their 
own faults, quickly to amend, and with unfeign- 
ed humility to confeſs whatever gnaws and is hid 
in their conſcience, which ſhould be confeſſed to 
God, and is contrary to the Spirit, however light 
or inconſiderable it may ſeem to men; and to 
ubmit to the commandment and ordinances of God, 
and 4 bold the faith in unity of ſpirit, with the 
excellent grace of a holy love; working tor the 
edification of the church, in a conſtant remem- 
brance, that if a man had all gifts, and underſtood 
all myſteries, and had faith to work all miracles, 
they without this would not profit him. Come, 
Holy Ghoſt, thou bright ſource of truth and 
knowledge to the nations, who have ſince corrupted 
thy ways, with this ce/eftial fire of love into my 
heart, that I may never be found doing deſpite to 


thee, thou Spirit of grace, treading under foot the 


Son of Gop, and heaping up a /crer puniſhment to 
myſelf, than the deſpiſers of the law of * ſuf- 
Es ered, 
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fered, but may look into and continue in the law of 
love, in the perfect law of liberty, under thy ſweet! 
deſcending influence and holy guidance Amen: 


| CH A. IV. 

A prayer with thankſgiving to Cuk is r for bis it- 
carnation, paſſion, reſurrection, aſcenſion, and for 
the ſending of the HoLy Gnosr, with a larger 
diſtribution of his heavenly gifts. | 

I. moſt ſweet Loxpd JIrsus CnrisT, thou 

lover of my eternal ſalvation. I, a poor 
weak mortal, unworthy of any conſolation and 
any good thing, bleſs and glorify thy moſt holy 
name, with all thy ſaints and angels for ever and 
ever. Eſpecially I return thanks to thee, my 

Gov, becauſe out of thy great love and ten- 

der mercy thou wouldſt be made man for me, 

and in performance of thy covenant and oath af- 
ſume my nature, and be, as touching thy fleſh, in 
an extraordinary and ſupernatural manner con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghoſt ; and be wonderfully 
born, ſuckled and nouriſhed of the virgin Mary ; 
be circumciſed and offered in the temple to puri- 
fy me from all uncleanneſs of mind and body, 
and to teach me always to lead a ſober, pious and 
chaſte life in thy faith. Still farther do I give 
thee thanks for thy moſt holy and bitter paſſion, 
through every of the days and hours of thy life; 
for moſt wonderfully condeſcending to ſuffer, to be 
crucified, to die and to be buriey. in order to 
make an atonement for my fins, to deliver me by 
thy innocent death and by becoming a curſe for 
me from eternal death and the cr/es of the law, 
that I might have acquittance by thee, and grace 
in thee, to walk in newnek of lite; and to ſtrength- 
en me by thy own moſt fair example patiently to 
bear adverſities. Blefling and honour be to thee 
for that moſt ſtedfaſt, unblameable and complete 
Ee 4 acuve 
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active obedience, which thou didſt moſt cir. 
cumſtantially perform to the perfect law of Gop; 
whereby thou didſt fulfil all righteouſneſs, in order 
to be he LoD my righteouſneſs, that I, a poor, 
, wretched ſinner, who haye no righteouſneſs of 
mine own, and whoſe works are f/:hby rags, might 
have thy righteouſneſs, thro* the faith of thy 
word, imputed to me under the great ſeal of thy 
kingdom; that I might make my boaſt not of war 
of righteouſneſs, which I may have done, but of hig 
this immaculate garment, this accepted robe of my 
Gop, in which believers ubtain theſe graces, and 
that with mind fixed conſtantly on his alone for 
acceptance, I might ſtand juſtified in it before the 
tribunal of the all-ſeeing Gop, who 1s of purer 
eyes. than to behold iniquity, even the leaſt ſpect 
and might therefore be well-pleaſing to him, even 
in the moſt ſearching inquiſition of his exacteſt 
Juſtice.. I give thee thanks too, that for my con- 
ſolation and for the demonſtration of the diſcharge 
and acquitiance of my nature, thou didſt riſe again 
the third day from the ſepulchte, and didſt ap- 
pear to thy diſciples, when aſſembled with great 
joy; that I may not deſpair amidſt my many and 
exceeding great. failings. every day, hour, mi- 
nute, neither in my manifold tribulatipns, nor 
under any loſs, or when in peril for thy word's 
ſake: but may have a good confidence in thee, for 
my deliverance from the evils of this preſent 
world, and agſtedfaſt hope of being raiſed by 
thee, together with thine elect, unto lite eternal. 
2. Further, I moſt deyoutly return thee thanks 
with all the congratulation of my heart and mouth, 
for thy ſolemn proceſſion, and glorious a/cex/on, in 
the preſence of thy holy mother and the other diſ- 
ciples: becauſe thou wenteſt before me, to prepare 
4 Place for me with thyſelf, and to open to me 15 
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thy expiatory paſſion and croſs the gate of the 
heavenly kingdom, where thou now liveſt and 
reigneſt in the eternal glory of the Father, till 
the reſtitutian of all things, and the times of refreſb- 
ing, which ſhall complete the joy of thy: ſaints, 
ſhall come; and till thou at the end of the world 
again returneſt with righteouſneſs and truth to 
judge the quick and dead: as the two holy an- 
gels taught, who, cloathed in white garments, for 
the joy of this holy feaſt, then appeared to thy 
diſciples, looking up after thee towards the ſtars 
of heaven. O how bleſſed were the eyes, which 
were vouchſafed a fight of thee in the fleſhz and 
how bleſſed were the ears, which heard thee ſpeak- 
ing of the kingdom of Gon ! than which nothing 
more delightful could be heard, nothing more 
bliſsful be poſſeſſed. This was a ſight, and theſe 
were diſcourſes, which kings and prophets and 
righteous men might well have defired to have 
heard and ſeen, but which, when ſeen and heard, 
profited not, unleſs. mixed with the faith of the 
divinity that was ſeen, and of the truth of the 
diſcourſe and promiles, that- were heard. Whence 
they are declared bleſſed by thee, who, tho' they 
have not ſeen or heard thee in the body, yet do he- 
lieve z and ſo by this belief both fee thee in thine 
ordinances, and hear thee in thy word. For me 
therefore thou didſt aſcend. up into the higheſt 
heaven, above all the orders of angels, where is 
the habitation of the bleſſed, that reign together 
with thee in exceeding great glory; and haſt 
vouchſafed to-maniteit thyſelf in thy word and 
ſacrament, that all my hope might tend upwards 
to thee, might breath out in holy deſire and ailec- 
tion to thee, and not relt, neither have delight 
in earthy things. For all is vain and tranſitory, 

Ex all 
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all dark and joyleſs, all loſt and nothing, that is 
not my Gop. All works and profiting are to be 
counted dung, that would ſupplant thy righteouſ- 
neſs. All is alſo to be deſpiſed and rejected that 
_ draws me back from Gop, and is a hindrance to 
my devout prayer, to the contemplation of heaven- 
ly things, and to the following the leadings of the 
Spirit in the ſteps of thy molt holy life. There- 
fore, I beſeech thee, O moſt gracious Ixsus, thou 
king of eternal glory, . who haſt received gifts for 
men, even for thine enemies, that the Lord Gop 
might dwell among them, remember me, a poor 
creature,” in the kingdom of thy Father; and 
vouchſafe now for thy own name's ſake to ſend 
down to me from heaven the Holy Ghoſt, to be 
a paraclete and advocate for thee with my wandring, 
and ſlothful heart, that I may embrace thee faithful- 
ly, hope in thee ſteadily, obey thee conſtantly , 
to be a true comforter of me with a new fire of 
love, burning out the love of the world and 
every corrupt affeftion, and opening my mouth 
to ſhew forth thy praiſe, -and to tell out the won- 
ders of thy mercy ; and to endow me with the 
more plentiful diſtribution of his manifold graces 
and gifts, for the ſealing me to the day of 
redemption, and for enabling me to labour for 
the edification of thy church in truth and peace 
that I may rejoice together with thy ſaints on the 
quickening of our mortal bodies by the ſame 
Spirit, in thy glory, Amen. 
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CHEST, VF 


A prayer for the gifts of ibe HoLy Gnosr agai 
MY divers diſorders of the ſoul, r 


I. Ome, come, Hor GnosrT, thou teſtifier 
j of CRIS, thou revealer of righteouſ- 
neſs, and guide to all truth, who helpeſt our infirmi- 
ties, and makeſt interceſſion for us, according to 
the will of Gop, with groanings that cannot be 
uttered ; come thou, who madeſt the hoſt of 
heaven, reneweſt the face of the earth, and giveſt 
breath to them who dwell therein, with thy moſt de- 
lightful gifts, and powerfully drive away Satan from 
me, often diſturbing me with evil phantaſies in 
the exerciſe of my faith, in my prayers and me- 
ditations; and deliver me from thoſe lets and 
hindrances, that interrupt me in running the race 
ſet before me. Come, thou moſt ſweet North 
ind, who art /ife, becauſe of righteouſneſs, blow 
upon the word of faith in the garden ol my heart, 
with the moſt warm breath of thy love; and mor- 
tify in me every cruel paſſion, that the ſpices of 
thankſgiving, for the grace brought unto me by 
thy goſpel, may flow out with bedewing tears, 
through my great compunction for my fins, ung 
at the ſweet remembrance of all thy loving-kin 
neſſes. Come, thou moſt excellent comforter, 
and lift up me from the deep gloom of ſorrow, into 
the ſerenity of inward joy in the hope of an 
eternal reſt by CR IST, after a little labour f 
love. Againſt wearineſs of mind ſtrengthen me 
with the words . of promiſe in thy ſcriptures, thy 
hymns and pſalms. Againſt blindneſs of heart 
| grant 
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grant unto me thy heavenly illumination, for the 
- Cleardiſcernment and ready acknowledgment of the 
* of CnRIST. Againſt the impetuous motions 
anger, vouchſafe me, O God, the ſhield of pa- 
tience. a the fear of men, ſtrike me with the 
fear of hell. For who ſhall not fear the power of thy 
wrath and endleſs puniſhment ? Againſt a vain- 
* , glorious confidence in my doings, ſet before me 
thy moſt perfect lay and exceeding broad command- 
ment, and my original guilt and aumberleſs tranſ- 
1 Againſt proud boaſting, make me to con- 
der my many infirmities, and the ſuperior virtues 
+ - of others. Againſt lightneſs of converſation, teach 
me to keep lence. Againſt wanton laughter, draw 
forth from my eyes weeping with groans, for my 
daily falling bort of thy love, and for the impeni- 
rent, over whom thy judgments hang. For it is far 
better to weep grievouſly than to laugh fooliſhly, 
Againſt curioſity and wandring looks, vain ſhows 
And plays, ſet before my faith that moſt amazing 
fight, that ſcene of love and woe, which has won- 
ders, more than all my cloſeſt attention car ſur- 
vey, Jesvs crucified for me. Againſt the affec- 
tation of fine apparel, ſhew me the corruption 
of worms, that I may Tee the folly of robbing 
the poor to deck this. Againft the ſuſtibgs of the 
leſh, open to my view the ſepulchres of the dead, 
at'T may not be anxious about fulfilling the 
Will of that, which has no better an end. Againſt 
excels of wine, bring to my remembrance the gal 
und vinegar given CnrIsT, as well as the end of 
all things, and enforce the grace which teacheth 
us to live ſoberly, and to be watchful. Againſt the 
ain rumours of the world, rehearſe to me thy 
divine diſcourſes. Againſt irkſome tales, quickly 
ſtop up my ears againſt every thing, but the hear- 
ing of thy holy doctrine, and of thy ſolemn inhibi- 
tions 


a. 
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tions againſt evil-ſpeaking, idle words, and turning 
aſide to fables; nor let the poiſon enter by theſe 
inlets. mal; walls 8 4 
2. Againſt loitering in ſhops and ſtreets, and 
idle reſorts, tie up my hands and feet in the cords 
of thy tear, that I fall not into divers temptations. - 
Againſt melancholy and floth, pour- into me the- 
gladſomeand awakening grace of thy holy unction. 
Againſt unfavourable ſuſpicions about others, diſ- 
poſe me by thy holy inſpiration ever to eſteem my 
neighbour better than myſelf. Againſt any in- 
jury done to me, give me to bear it after CHRIST, 
and to know that thereunto I am called; to be- 
ware of revenging myſelf, that I loſe not the crown 
of glory in heaven, which is promiſed to the patient 
in the faith. Againſt the blaſts of hereſy and ſe- 
ducing perſuaſions, cauſe me to make thy written 

word the rule of my faith, the ſtandard of my ex- 
perience, not the perverſe ſuggeſtions of men. A- 
gainſt ſeparation from thy church, plant deep in my 
heart this truth, that thy graces, like thy miracu- 
lous gifts of old, are given me for the edification of 
the church in one body, not for the rending it. 
Againſt the various diſorders my foul is ſubject to, 
beſtow on me thy ſalutary virtues and the ſweet- 
ſcented flowers of holy teachers of doEtrine, accord» 
ing to godlineſs; that I may keep the things of 
Cur1sT given to me by thee, and may be filled 
with thy holy fruits. Again(t my evil habits, give 
me in thy ſtrength to do violence to my nature 
and to crucify its affections. Againſt the grievouſ- 
neſs of labour give me to poſſeſs peace of heart, 
and contentment of mind, with devout prayer for 
thy holy energy, making every burden light ; 
and thy commandments not grievous, but, 15 
| the 
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the contrary, perfect freedom.” Againſt diſtruſt 
in thee, when I am involved in troubles, when the 
fears of death come about me, vouchſafe me 
and ſure confidence and this victorious faith in thee, 
that thou wilt ſanctify them all to my preſent 
and eternal profit, wilt enable me to bear them, 
and bring me from the deep of the earth again, 
out of thy exceeding graciouſneſs, through the 
polling merits of my advocate, O moſt kind 

oly Spirit, thou exceeding great and precious 
promiſe made to the faithful, thou ſovereign 


help in all cribulation. Amen. 


— 


CHAP. VI. 


4 prayer for obtaining the grace of devotion in the 


performance of holy offices and joyful praiſe, like 
that of the angels in heaven. 


1. Hol v Gnosr, the Comforter, thou moſt 

wiſe teacher of teachers, thou moſt ex- 
cellent maſter of all phyſicians, thou canſt by thy 
word and in a moment teach the ignorant, and per- 


fectly heal all our infirmities. Be thou therefore 


graciouſly preſent with me in my weakneſs in every 
lace and ſeaſon, and mercifully pour into my 
rt the grace of devotion, when I pray, medi- 
tate, ſing and read; that I may be able devoutly 
and attentively to fill up my time, and unfeign- 


| edly to perform my vows,. to the praiſe of the 


glory of the grace of Gop, who hath made me 
accepted in the beloved. Becauſe without thee 
all my prayers are vain, and will never aſcend 


up to Gop, but by thee, and through the ſpotleſs 


righteouſneſs 


Ne 
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righteouſneſs of Cyr 1sT; any more than the an- 
cenſe would have gone up of old towards heaven, 
but by the air thro” the lig. They are un- 
worthy of che ear of Gop, unleſs they are the cries 
of the children born of thee, through faith : and 
without thee I can do no good thing. Do thou 
therefore ſupply by thy grace, wherein I am wholly 
deficient through my infirmity. Then againſt all 
the terrors and temptations of the devil, grant to 
me the gift of faith in the holy croſs of CHRIST, 
as an invincible Meld, that the wicked and crafty 
enemy prevail not againſt me, ſo as to caſt me into 
deſpair and ungodlineſs of living unto condemna- 
tion. To encourage me to conſtant watchings 
and meditations in thy word, thy teſtimony of 
Jzsus, give me to reoce in it, as one that findeth 
great ſpoils, and to conlider how great rewards 
are moſt graciouſly promiſed, by and through 
CuRIST, to them, that are with David exerciſed 
therein day and night, To excite me to fre- 
quent abſtinence, vouchſafe me ability to faſt, 
together with ſtrength to labour in the Lok p. 
And whilſt I pray thee to prevent my looking for 
mercy on account of this, or any — * mortifica- 
tion of my fleſh, grant me this proof of thy work- 
ing in me, that I do mortify the fleſh, and keep 
my body in ſuljection after the example of CHRIS 
and his apoſtles, following him in his courſe, 
in obedience to thy commandments by his mouth : 
that tho“ I refuſe it as a ground of hope, I may 
ſeek it in me, as an after evidence of thy ſanc- 
tification, and of my fellowſhip with the life of 
Car1sT in my fleſh, Becauſe thou, who ſayſt, be 
that believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, ſpeakeſt 


alſo this, that we may belive, hen ſhall they faſt in 
thoſe 
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thoſe days. Therefore let me witneſs thy truth in my 
practice : and let the abſtinence of my body be the 
outward expreſſion of and be accompanied with my 
heart's deſire to crucify fleſhly luſts, and evince the 
humiliation of my foul and its love of thy word, in 
the hope of the eternal bleſſedneſs it promiſes in 
the kingdom of Gop. Againſt ſlothfulneſs in holy 
"duty, make me temperate and to awake with 4 
ſong of praiſe to the Gop of my life, in the 
words of David, ſet forth by thee. Open to me 
the hidden manna in the outward letter of the 
word, and the precious ſpices of divine wiſdom and 
love, ſhut up in the ſeemingly ordinary box. 
Many things indeed, before a ſecret, are diſcovered 
to the ſoul, that devoutly and ſeriouſly attend- 
eth; which are moſt juſtly concealed from him, 
that wanders and is ſlothful. Againſt ſleep in 
the time of morning ſervice, draw me ſtrongly by 
the ear, that I may be the more wakeful to hear 
what the Logp ſays to me in the holy ſcriptures, 
in his hymns and ſpiritual ſongs ; to lift up my 
heart to my Gop in the heavens, and to forget 
the things, that are doing in the earth. 
2. Drive away from me all wearineſs of body, 
and open the ear of my very deaf heart, that I may 
be vouchſafed in ſweet elevation of mind by thy ex- 
citing power, the contemplation of thy revealed ſe- 
crets, and to attend by faith to the voices of the ho- 
ly angels, praiſing and ſinging moſt devoutly to 
the glorious Gop, on his moſt exalted throne. 
O how amiable are theſe thy dwellings ! I wiſh I 
was one of them in heaven there to ſing with them, 
in joyful chorus, Holy, holy, holy, Logp Gop 
of ſabaoth. Theſe never wax cool, never ceaſe from 
praiſing their Creator: becauſe being filled with 
thee, thou Holy Se1z1T of GLok V, they burn with 

a conſtant 
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4 conſtant flame of love; ſhine white as ſnow in 
thy brightneſs; yield the pleaſing odor of agrateful 
melody; ſing chearfully, inceſſantly, ſweetly. 
They uniformly raiſe their voices, powerfully aſ- 
ſiſt in concert, equally pauſe, lovingly triumph, 
delightfully rejoice, unſpeakably go beyond them- 
ſelves in God. Who therefore can /leep in the 
congregation through wearineſs, that thinks on 
the ſo happy and exceeding great joy of the angels 
in heaven? Who will not wake at the ſound of the 
heavenly inſpired organs, and the harmony of the 
multitude of ſpiritual muſicians, thus ſinging with 
attun'd ſpirits in fulleſt concert throughout all a- 
ges, Holy, holy, holy * When the doors of heaven, 
thro* the high reſounding praiſes of angels, are 
moved, ſhall vile men, for whom the Lorp of 
lory died, be ſilent? When the lively ones of 
the celeſtial temple cry out, and the ſeveral or- 
ders triumph with holy jubilee in the praiſes of 
Gop, ſhall his diſciples, for whom he gave his 
Son, be ungratefully ſunk in ſloth? Behold 
the ſun and moon and ſtars of heaven do in their 
ſhining ſerve Gop. And will ye ſleep, who by 
rofeſſion are the ſervants of Gop, and ſet to 
be lights in the world? Gop forbid. Awake to 

righteouſneſs, ſays St. Paul, and fin not. Slee 
not; be not flothful ; hurry not; make no Fr 
cord; but with all reverence and devotion ſtand 
before the Lox p, and ſing unto your Gop ; and 
with one accord and loud voice offer the ſacrifice 
of thankſgiving. For the joytul praiſe of 
the lips, where there is harmony of voice 2with- 
out, and the faithful attention of a pure mind 
within, is well-pleaſing to Gop by IEsus CHRIST. 
For the moſt excellent delight at the holy feaſts, 
and without which organs and ſongs are an abo- 
| | munationz 
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mination, is with harmony in the voice, and 


chearfulneſs in the countenance, faith in the breaſt, 
godlineſs and honeſty in the manners, making be 


members inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto Gov. 


3. O how beautiful and holy, how deſireable and 
happy is the ſociety, where the HoLy Grosr 
reſides; and where there is found among the 
rethren unity in the faith, love in the heart, 
truth in the mouth, piety in the life, peace on 
all ſides, without diſſimulation or fear of guile, 
a ſtriving together with holy emulation, to do the 


will of GoD in earth, as it is in heaven | This is 


true brother-hood, which can never be diſturbed 
by diſpute, nor be broken by labour, nor be 
overcome with grievance. Becauſe the love of 
Gop is ſhed abroad in their hearts by the Hol 
GnosrT, which is given to the humble and con- 


trite, to the needy, the meek, and them, who are 


prepared through faith in ChRISsT Jzsvs to 
every good work and to the praiſe of Gop, For 
theſe are the works of the HoLy GrosT, who ſtill 


by his effectual power worketh good works in 


the faithful; dividing to every one ſeverally as be 
will, and increaſing grace to them, who, thro* 


the grace already received, keep their heart with all 


diligence in every act and thought; following his 

y motions, and ſeeking him in prayer to the 
heavenly Father, that they may be repleniſhed 
with his ſweet graces, and may be built up in 
CnrI1sT for an. habitation of Gor through the 
Spirit. Whence it is that we have the ſolemn aſ- 
ſurances of the Loxp, our righteouſneſs ; that 
to bim that hath ſhall be given; and every branch 
that beareth fruit, be purgeth it, that it may bring 


forth more fruit, A great and mighty work it 


is to reſtrain the inconſtant heart from wandring 


in prayer, and to unite the mind to Gop in ſpi- 


ritual 
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ritual contem . and holy love. Therefore, 
though our ſpirit often does, as unaſſiſted it 
always would fail of good, and pine away in 
evil, and place its attention upon vain things, 
et the HoLY GHOST, through the free grace of 
Gov the Redeemer, coming again with his love- 
ly impleadings; recalls, reproves, pricks, wounds, 
anoints and heals the heart. He teaches and 
enlightens it with the knowledge of the glory of 
Gop in CHRIST; humbles it under the convic- 
tion of its original guilt and corruption and dai- 
ly tranſgreſſions lifes it up again by the mas 
nifeſtation of the righteouſneſs of Gop without 

the law for the remiſſion of ſin, and of his pro- 
miſes thereby unto life and godlineſs z refreſhes it 
with the inward conſolations of joy and peace in 
believing its acceptance in CHRIS, and with fore- 
taſtes of the promiſes by CHRIS, tho? frequent- 
ly purging it in bitter lamentations, and uſing 
fatherly frokes, that it may ſound forth his praiſe. 
4. O Gop the Hor GrosrT, the fanctifier, 
director and keeper of all the faithful; the 
cleanſer of them from ſin, and the reſtorer of 
purity, who makes them conform to the image of 
the Son of God : the quickener of the dead, and 
the comforter of them that mourn, O moſt com- 
paſſionate and merciful Lox D PaRAcLzETE, thou 
moſt gracious comforter of babes in CHRIST, 
turn all that is evil in me into good, and the 
good always into what is better; my weeping in- 
to joy; my wandring into right-going ; my ig- 
norance into the knowledge of the truth ; luke- 
warmneſs into fervency ; fear into love z all bo- 
dily advantage into a ſpiritual gift; all earthy- 
mindedneſs into ſpiritual deſire; all that is tranſi- 
tory into what is eternal ; all that is human into 
Ff 2 what 
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what is divine; all created and finite good into 
the ſupreme, infinite and immenſe good, which 
thou thyſelf alone art, my Gop and Saviour. O 
my Gop, my true and eternal ſalvation, forgive 
all my paſt offences, keep me from all preſent 


evil, and deliver me from future dangers, by 


the bounteous grace of the Holy Ghoſt; which 
thou didſt to day, with plentiful benediction, 
pour into the hearts of -the-apo/iles to preach thy 
word among all nations,' that the face of my ſoul 


may be renewed and filled with the firſt- fruits of 


the Spirit, to teſtify of thy grace in me to 


others; till having prayed in the Spirit, and 
been led of the Spirir, and walked in the Spirit, 
I may be quickened by the Spirit, to reap all the 
rich harveſt of the fruits thereof in thy heavenly 
country for thy merit's ſake. Amen. | 


— 


CHAP. VII. 


Of the preaching of the apoſtles, and of the 

ſpreading abroad of the moſt holy NAME of our 
Lord Jesvs CnrrsT, throughout the world, 

for ibe ſalvation of men. | 


1. FT Bleſs 110 chatlk thee, OLonp Jesvs CurIST 
of | Nazareth, thou Son of the moſt high 


Go»; eternally bleſſed : above all, and admired 


in and by all faints ; becauſe that on the coming 
of the Holy Ghoſt in the viſible form of fire, 
which thou didſt : fend upon the earth, the 
hearts of the faithful were ſo ſenſibly enlightened 


with a clear . inflamed with the 


love and praiſe of thy holy NAME, that ſtraight - 


way this great, this reſpectable name of thine, 
* | + 4 


glorified 


. 

glorified above all the names of angels and ſaints, 
and by which alone there is that moſt marvellous 
and ineſtimable grace, the remiſſion of fins, from 
the Gop, whoſe throne is in judgment and 
juſtice, began to be publickly preached with- 
out fear by thy undaunted . apoſtles ; to be prai- 
ſed with boldneſs, to be ſpread abroad with joy and 
to be magnified aloud; to be openly declar'd before 
all people in Jeruſalem and among the Gentiles ; 
to be witneſſed in the face of the wondering 
heathens by the miracles wrought by it, as what 
the idolized heavens and all nature bowed to ; 
and to be daily exalted, honoured and adored. 
In a word, upon the increaſe of the number of 
the diſciples lach great devotion and brotherly 
love aroſe among all the faithful men and wo- 
men, that they had all one faith in their minds 
and piety in their actions, and abhorring divi- 
ſions were all of one heart and one mind through 
true love in Go D. Every one ſought not 
what was his own, but all the things, which are 

tsus CRHRIS T's, the giver of all good; 
and all things, which were their own, were 
by them made common in the holy primi- 
tive church, gathered together in the Holy 
Ghoſt. So great alſo was their joy, peace and 
harmony, that none would call any thing his 
own, neither poſſeſs any thing as a private 
property, but were all glad to have all things 
common in Gop, and to diſtribute to them that 
had need; willing to ſhare in others wants, and 
to miniſter to them a portion of their goods, 
as Cyr1sT had done to them, that there might 
be an equality, though not of office or rank, 
yet in the enjoyment of the neceſſaries of lite 
truſting Gop for daily bread, and encouraged 
2 "EY by 
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by the promiſes to every labour of love in this 
ſituation : which knit them in a cloſer connec- 
tion with each other, for their mutual edifica- 
tion. And this holy and heavenly life the holy 
apoſtles firſt learned from our 33 Jesus 
CaR1sT ; and afterwards took care diligently to 
obſerve even to the end of their life, dying for 
the faith of Jesus CHRIST. 8 

2. 1 praiſe and bleſs thee, Holy Father, al- 
mighty, everlaſting Gop, thine only- begotten 
Son, the Loxp Gop, the Lamb of Gop, to- 
gether with the Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter, for 
all thy loving-kindneſles - and fpiritual gifts, 
which thon didſt once vouchſafe to thy choſen 
friends and the holy patriarchs and prophets ; 
to whom thou didſt long before, in words and 
ſigns, by the Holy Ghoſt reveal the ſecrets of 
thy wiſdom, and eſpecially the myſteries of 
thine incarnation. But after thy advent, O gra- 
cious JIxsus, thou didſt thyſelf reveal many 
more hidden things of the ſcriptures, and care- 
fully explain them; and what the little babes 
in the faith could not yet comprehend thou 
didſt defer, till the ſending down of the Holy 
Ghoſt, And what is further wonderful and 
praiſe · worthy, thou, on a ſudden inflaming the 
minds of the apoſtles with the fire of the Holy 
Ghoſt, didſt perfectly teach them, who were 
choſen out of the world and devoted to thee, 
and didſt ſtrengthen them for the converſion 
of the whole world. I praiſe and glorify thee, 
O moſt illuſtrious Jzsvs, thou enlightener and 
reſtorer of the whole race of men, for the con- 
verſion of many people, whom thou gatheredſt 
out of many parts of the world, and of divers 
tongues into the unity of the c2/bolic faith and 
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apoſtolic doctrine, to praiſe thy moſt ſweet and 
holy name in p/alms and hymns and ſpiritual 
ſongs, in all places and churches and families 

religious perſons, of all ranks and orders, affetn- 
bling together moſt devoutly to celebrate this 
holy ſolemnity of the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
that it may be a time of his heavenly deſcent 
with inward power on them, to eſtabliſh them 
in faith and love, a day of their gathering the 
fruits of the ſpirit, of kindling in them molt fer- 
vent praiſe for thy great benefits vouchſafell 
man at this ſeaſon. In which many wonders, 
which were done in theſe days, are recited in the 
church in the ears of all people, together with 
the princes and nobles hearing the divine works, 
which the Holy Ghoſt wrought for the reclaim- 
ing of the gentiles from their idolatry to the true 
Gop, and for the ſalvation of all that believe 
from the beginning of the world ; and ſome of 
which he will not ceaſe to work till the day of 
judgment; over-ruling man's nature, renewing 
the ſpirit of the mind, caſting out evil at- 
fections and, enriching it, that the teſtimom of 
CHRIST may be confirmed in it alſo, with love, 


joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, ® 
faith, meekneſs, temper : that others ſeeing them 


may glorify GOD by Jesus CHRIST, and that 
they may be confirmed unto the end, blameleſs in 
the day of our LoRx D Jesus CHRIST. And if Gop 
is thus for us we may exultingly add this trium- 
phant challenge, who can be apainſt us? Whence 
the Holy Ghoſt in the p/alms, after ſaying, the 
Loxp gave the word, great was the company of 
preachers, thus exhorts all the faithful, bleſs ye the 
Lox in the congregations, becauſe of the fountain 
of Iſrael. There is little Benjamin, in holy raptures 
contemplating the things of heaven, and forſaking 
all earthy things, Ff 4 3. Happy 


* 
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3. Happy are theſe ſervants, who dead whh 
He to the world, and raiſed together with 
him chearfully haſten to offer divine praiſes, and 
rejoice together with the angels to bleſs Gop. 
Bleſſed are they, wilo, knowing thee, O Lorn 
£SVS CHRIST, and thee crucified, deſpiſe out- 
ward vanities, and wholly turning their hearts 
aſcend in faith to Gop, that they may receive 
the grace of the Holy Ghoſt, by which they 
may overcome all carnal love, and reſiſt the 
gevil. To do this is to conquer, to die thus is 
to live. And this conqueſt and life, I ſee, are not to 
be wrought by the ſubtle diſtinctions and notions 
of men, by the moſt comprehenſive ſyſtems of 
human device; they are the reſult of the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Cars Jzsus my 
Lokp. For far greater and ſtronger is the 
power of the Holy Ghoſt in working good, than 
that of the malicious ſpirit to work evil. CRISr, 
who conquered, dwelleth in his people, to make 
them conquerors; and they dwell in him, who is om- 
nipotence itſelf. I bleſs and praiſe thee therefore, O 
excellent Jzsvs, for thy great grace and wiſdom 
given to thy apoſtles, to preach thy word with 
much boldneſs before all that dwelt in Feru/alem, 
and in Samaria, and even anto the ends of the 
earth; and more eſpecially for their conſtancy 


and perſeverance, who remained ſtedfaſt in the 


faith amidſt the perſecution of their citizens; re- 
Joicing to be reproached, to ſuffer, to be impri- 
ſoned, to be ſcourged, to be tormented with 
hunger, and to be tortured with a variety of pu- 
-niſhments unto death, rather than forego thy life and 
love. All theſe things ſeem'd light and ſmall in com- 
pariſon of the crown of eternal life and of the ex- 


erding greatneſs of the glory to be revealed: : 
| * 49 | £ . 


we 
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IF „ 
the bleſſed Paul ſays, the ſufferings of the preſent 
time, which are but for a moment, are not worthy 
to be compared with. the glory, that ſhall be revealed 
in us. May I be thus bleſſed with power and 
ſtrength from on high, to ſhew forth thy prays 
may thy truth dwell in my heart, thy life 
manifeſt in my fleſh, that I too may be a witneſs 
of thy grace, and may chearfully ſubmit to all tri- 
bulation, to every croſs, even to death, counting 
every affliction light, that I may fulfik my 
courſe with joy; and after the reſurrection 
aſcend to receive the fulne/s of the Spirit, in or- 
der tv be an eternal wwitne/s of thy mercy and truth, 
and to have the /ight of life in thy everlaſting king- 
dom. Which do thou deign to vouchſafe to me, 
O moſt loving Jzesus, thou great Gop- man, 
thou Son of Gon, my light and life, in thy moſt 
- compaſſionate mercy, and by the immenſe. grace 
of the Holy Ghoſt, after the ſorrowful and perilous 
ſtruggles of this mortal life, for thy righteouſneſs 
ſake, who waſt made perfect through ſuffering 
to receive gifts for me, and to bring me to glo- 
ry and virtue, that becauſe thou liveſt, I might 
live alſo by THERE: who with the FarRHER and 
the ſame Hol SpiIR Ir, liveſt and reigneſt Gop, 


in Pzgsons TüREE, in Ess NE Ons, of co» . 


equal glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


* Almighty Gop, who haſt given thine only 
* Son to be unto us both asacr1Fice for fin, and 
** alſo an ENSAMPLE of godly life; give us grace, 
* that we may always moſt thankfully receive 
* that his ineſtimable Zenefit; and alſo daily en- 
** deavour ourſelves to follow the bleſſed ſteps of 
** his moſt holy life, through the ſame Ixsus 
S CuRIsT our Lorp.” Amen. 
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